





(his Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty's Govermmént.’ 





rated fon ihemeapvae Foreign Office. October 1907. 





CONFIDENTIAL. 
(9089.) 


Part IX. 


FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE 


RESPEOTING THE 


AFFATRS OF PERSIA. 





January to March 1907. 





TABLE OF CONTENTS. 













ABLE OP CONTENTS, 








No 


10 


18 
“ 


Name. 


Sonseor. Page 





Sir A, Nicolson 


Sir 0, Spring-Rioo «| 


India Ole 


Sir A, Nicolion 


Sir 0, SpringeRico .. 


i 





ir As Nicolnon «| 


‘Yo Tan Often 


Sir A. Nicolson 


Sie 0, Spring ltioo 


‘To Sie 0, Spring Rico 











27a 


8 


1. 


5 Mel 


6 Tel. 
sT. 


a 


a 


4 


4 





Withdrawal of offer of joint advance. 
‘M. Isvolsky las togiested. Sabaits eon 
iderations against see 


Constitution. Has beou ratified by bots 
‘Shab and Valiahd. Assembly to have| 
financial control | 


Monted-Seinan telegraph. Views on Its 
ak propa! Yor taal wiser 








Consulate. Refers 10] 
Pact VIIL, No- 277.  Concurs i course 

1 “Announcement of Concession 
To deferred illafter the wevesion 
hd 





Advance, ReferstoNo. Russian Minster 

‘at lian. toga that. witaawal of 
oukd ot be voted tl he 3 

Arrived Dy Ill Majesty» Go 











towithlraw oppasition 
i ‘return for, consten 
agdad Bratch abd ig 













Soint advanen, Refers 
in slow of Rusan Gov 


Seghed-Seltan in 
‘Gore inthe op 
to otate pacing adtoal 








Withimwal of offer of joint atvance. 
Jo Transits totter from Mlle pe 
ta considernt 


Refers to No.9, Transeits 
Mo Tovolaky,. stating” that 
ment cour that wits 
‘ould not be notified 
itl the twa Iepwesentatives have agreed 
‘ipo Ue proper tcment to do wa 





















Sista ioe Doportstion of Molle 20 

ater craton ty nndriable 
aertsaceptang apg sl Com: 
tien woutaice es 


Augsian surveys, Secretary of Rusa | 
and Cossack oes? bave surveyed 
from Hanodan to Buried ss 


DesthofSbab.s ve 


stan riot. Refers to Pact VILL, f 20.! 
fie iron Gerenese eo ge 
fast sere rant of lan Gor wpe 
tase al aus Sate 
Nace memes etal, 
eae ile Ti hol be tented 
Carel Neretesy ye 














No. 


Same 


No. 


Scumsen, 








1% 


15 


2 


Es 


a 


2 


India Office 


Tia Often 


0: 








24 | India Ofc 





| 0 tudis Of 


Sir A, Nicolson 


‘To Sir. Howard . 2 





‘To Sir O.Spring-Rice| 4 Te. 


77d, 


+] Bm 


‘To Sir A. Nicolvon ..| 5 Tol 


Spring-Itico| 8 Tel, 








10, 


10, 


13, 


13, 


1, 


4, 


14, 


1B, 


My 


16, 





1907 








Karun irigation scheme. Tas told Nether- 
Tand Miuistor that situation tn Potsia is 
‘too unsettled to consider the question 








Lown to the Vallahd. Refers to Part VII, 
No, 184, Transmite No, 18, ant requests 
S0.000k may now by paid to. Toperal 





Bank aay 
Karun irigation. Datehi Minister tnforuied 
that His Majesty's Goverument cannot at 
this moruentendertain question of vs 


‘Seistan excort, Refers to Part VIII, No, 830, 
Projrses 10 sanction substitution of ten 
sesnrs for tho ton iafantey" who. were 
‘ent from Robat 4 3 








Meshed-Soistan tine. Proposal to. allow 
Hl ot Husa exes ase 
‘of telograph lines during ertaln hours 
ght be ender qeferao to placing 
dliional wits ee ve : 








Pornian succession, Russian Miniator at 
“Tehran has boo inatructed fo anionne 
tat the two Governments, recogelze 
ccd son OF Shah a Walla sys 











Mestied-Svstan tologenphy Travuts tele- 
amt Viceroy, Sth January. Iie 
Majesty's Government hevepts mais 
proj I Russa, Dit wishes to 

‘avoid expense of secon si. Ask hy 
to formulate scheme givin cack Power 
elisive use for, stiielaht tuber of 
Toure daily of wien worked bythe: 
Power reel 











Advance to Poria, Transmit teloemn to 
Viewroy, stating tat withdrawal sbiould 
rot be notied till Mators ano aged hs 
to proper opportunity 











Persian secession, Rofers to No, 20. Gon 
ure. ih Hassan proposal 10 cwognize 
Babs socom non a8 Valais ve 


Poin cen, Refer to No. 30 
‘Auociatn bin fo annum recognition 
iy bic and Ruslan Governments of 
Shatin secoi son an Vath. 








eae, Lament! 


Meshed ~ Selstan tolograph, Transits: 
No. 19. Dosiable 10. olin ryply of 
Government of India uo proposaly re 
RACE ave sper cy nt, 








Selatan escort, Refers to No. 18. Conears| 
‘in proposal to sanction substitution of ten 
sowarsifor tem infantry eae 





Weirapgren. Hor to Nou 25, Concurn 
in proposal to. auwoxnd recognition 
Hata hd ih Goverment Stas 








Meshod-Suistan ine, ‘Transmits telogeam 
to Government of Ludia respecting 





0 


0 


10 
















































‘ABLE OP CONTENTS. 2 
TABLE OF CONTENTS, ¥ 




























































































































































Dates Souncr. Page Xo Nate No Date, Sousner. Page 
| tna once |. |. 16, 1907 | tout Vata ers toNa 16, $0008 ] = 
Staion take n 24 |Jeo. 1%, 1007 | Persian scorsion, Refers to, Nos. 20 
2 so 28 Tae arene th 
31 | Memorsndum by | .. | Dee. 26, 1906 | Turso-Perian frontioe. Reason for Turkish Ruslan Ministry’ of Foreign Aare 
esr Colo ‘uation pevtmblystrategical, and with rgarling =. “ 
na ‘ideo fata railway contractions.) 12 
ou eae a 46 |Indiadtice =|. 21, | Seintan riots, Refer to No.1, ‘Tranmita 
2] sie. Spring-Rieo ..| 2 |don, 9, 1907 | Ari : telegram to. Goverment of Tdi, ie 
Connected with his joorbey. His oaneal forming then of deco of Tis Majotys 
indebtedness. to. Rosin gal attitude Goverment regertiog falar 
tomards Gren Bia “ G 
Se Wider 47) Memorandum com-| 21, | ME Jutsann. this proposed vist to Persia 
CS Nhe ecu ta 3 | Persian lain of sovereignty over Babson, | munkated by a ‘on behalf of Orittal Bank m4 
Taranto Gr ie renin | | cambon 
m that lls. Makseys Goverament is ae 
‘ uikpemerien tee | Fe 48 | SirC. Spring-Rice ..) 10 Tel 2, Bakhtiari road. Vice-Consul at Ahvwaa haw 
| | yaya a rary acon 
S| Sue wee af: 3, | Anglo-Rossan segotiation. _Attiudo of | Hz, ttn fe would avo mou 
Hsin agai toma Rosin py standing he traveled alone ss se] 48 
inertia See ae 6 
. 49 | Tolaw Oticers 2, | Poin Cont od tnd Ore Come 
i ee ee Penian Amonbly, ‘Transmit Memoranda ruits correspoulaney reopocting and 
Ty Mr, Churchill om. the peocweings feted drat or ce absertons  s|| 48 
wih suranary of the Persian Comat 
titlon zi = | a7 \ inde Omee |, 23, | Consular guards. Rotors to Part V, No, 198, 
‘Translla telegram fram Government of 
‘ Bich nw ee Joint advance, Prewnt situation with Aid opi to rotor Ju 
ryan to “ ean % a 
cle oo ol ¢ asi | Uaapltcatter aa] Corseneneterstan| a1] SirG.atackenaio | 2, | Persian roads, ‘Transoite letter adrowod 
il Nays Comal af Sis rat Yo Sig ates | Mltory of th 
ity cotrespootence with is Majesty's i sojoet “Company and paiey ty 
onsal napecting anata ers Majesy’s Governent ight” adopt 
' ; ; tomers eee 48 
Bion ® Prospects of " 
2 National Tank. ai} tremary ss a} 25, | Toa, and Tnpecalexpaultire on Diplo- 
‘sistann, i) tontic and Consular veervices in’ Poti 
rial tages to be collected ‘hy Baro> Sigosts substantial roduetion Ines | 60 
pe eke renee Sal cap caf tw oie as 26, | onan coer, ram | 
Toy, eppeoving mile 
OM] Ge all 0 5, | Bkitiani ron, Refors to Part VIL, fotiolatey es eee eel BR 
No. 20k Troosmitn Report, by Captain | 
inti othe ri to Ces Coll a ees 25, | Moabod-Seitan tlographs Teanga aes 
| a Pati from Government of Tad, giving 
Moebentaties of Transport Copan {iri vow and tho of Coosa offers 
‘Mul niet the there Es | st Meso and Sta th oar one 
, ‘4 . eat ae | Proposals reposting ses ” r 
Nie ot 3 | Ragu ich efor. ' 
| No 251. Netherland Minister has again Mirea Mehdi Kham ..| 28, Persian succossion, Shab aa appointed his, 
| | Fated the subject nd sates Taco ecard’ 900, Sullaa Aliood! Mirza, | 
feta a Solio Nar | Rea aM 
fieutsTujar, tat theydeekry Os SOs 
| | it'noe intact. pene tow foci | 55] Tose. Springice) 11 Ta, | 90, | Hruecton of Combos. Are inmate \ 
J MRR ETI ors Toarire wil wcwsaary for? ey 
te ye Peg 4, | Vash departneo trom ‘abeoee Trans. 86] toda Otis | 20, | Consular yuards at Keren aod Dunder \" 
coo Lr rr ie Many Cone bias, tates to Pare UE Nw b9, Poe lj 
Heuer regarding, with natee on bis | i suai ara fe nny. 
tiiegenae ese ee ober Propose to concur i Sir Bs Grey agree 
Sights Treasury bo asled to reply 
GN 9 al 4, | Monthly summary of evenia: Trosmits | 39 | ae he en gals era 88 
HW] mip a0 4 Persian Constitution, Account of ‘iream ) 34 Fn s}os 30, ler for Meshed, Hefors to} 
nce aie whch wan aly ioe | Sn VENo It Tranans feloge | 
tythe sabes Aer from Government’ of Talla prope 
co { | range for; alo nite by Dino 
40] Sie A. Nitin. a7 ojutadvation, Transistor to Me Te Sch Toop Dari re 
: oly ating that te Mey area : sanding penta td 
Tent ‘agree. Mint date ol 
‘Rihteayt of -lfer shuld bo sled cs wT. | 31, | Protection ot Ginwnatos, Coucuey i viows | 
Represatatives at Tehran ee] 43 ‘of Gverament of Toda 9910 dispatch of 
Aros Hera quiet forthe moan, but | | 
| ‘collet Petweon Governed and opto 
Tiny lend to grave disonlon as cl 4 | 



































vi 





‘TABLE OP CONTENTS. 








No. Namo. 


No. Date. 















60 | Persian 
Company 
a) ow 
1 ” 














6 















7 














60 | Mo Sir 0. Sp 





| 







‘Coapaay 
22 | Inti Ooo 








18 | Sie 0. Spey 














al» 





‘To Inn Office 


‘Tranaport 


0, Spring. Roe. 


68)| Sie A, Nicolwon 


"To Sie, Spring-Rice| 


65| To India Otice 


46 Sie 0. Spring- Rico .. 


‘To Mirza Mobai Khan 


1 | To Porsan Transport 


pring ico 


ipeRico | 





Jan, 31, 1907 | Persian claims over Bahrcin. Transmlts 


‘No, 38, ad proposes to approve terms of 


communication t Grand Viier., | 
E 30, | Kuu-Saltansbad read, Permision bas now | 
‘been granted “them to levy tolls on. 
‘Thanks His Majesty’s Govemment for 
their assistance | 
é 90, Bakhtiar! road, State of road. Visit of 
Rhans to Europe. Desirability of their 
boing invested” with full powers 10 | 
os i a ae 
1B Tel. | Fob 2, | Financial situation, 





Notte Geren, 
toeive, umoure as to Fresh loa 
16 Te. 4 Situation fo Persia, Persian Goveroment 
trang and mage the. 
UGovernients shout come to a8 und 
nding ne to the esc (0 be alot 








| Baxi 
| "Visivor Khana to 

consent of ruling Uhiefs to prom 
| posed arrasgements .. 4 


12 Tel. 4 








4 Protection of Consulates 
‘Approval uf proposal of Seerwtar 
for India regarding mionsures to 








147%, 5, | Guyecorshin of, Seater 
Salta 


fie Hse 


16 Tol. 5 | Meahe 
of the 


SMumtaben-ese 
Tn favour 
fulk's eldest son) 











Svistan telegraph line. Bot 
ino surrentiored to Rust 


i 4 





Sues 
ge neo res 











151% 





Persian. couplgint paint La Majesty's 
‘Consul iat Bbw Refers to Now 
Tiana No, OR IU Najst’s Ugh 
Hate aul Costar Ofiere sho ds 
Coen nat” as mach as poe 


” 














Wakhtiasi road. Rafors to No. 60, Visit of 
Blane to Paris ie 3! 


5, 





> | Mesiet-Seistontelograph. RetorataS 
"iansinitn correqpmleice with 

tient of Tad Proposes mua sien 

for august to Rossian Government. 


Goveroietip of Seitan, Hashnatol Atl 
sie fecond st was ay 
Pasian Uoverient fro pest of Tp 
Garertar, An a cumprotioe hia een 
‘Sir hss You apgintel Depaty-Coreror. | 


Siuation Ta Fenda, Helen to Nos 68 
iin Sis anni ake eae 
ppresareolutonary semen Ame: 
Tutt exit ayalast Goverisent, but tok 
Sitcbitaaer aio f 








16 Tet, 8, 











Te. 8 














Sommer Page 









o 





Li 


” 


n 





TABLE OF CONTENTS. 





Sommer, Pago 








| 


Sir C, Spring-Rioe . 


76 | Si A. Nioolon 


| 
| 





Sir © Spring-Rico 





a 


“6 


0 











| 0 





A. Nicolson, 


jeolon 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice .. 











rete, | rem 6) 1907 | Pi satin, Ran to Nos 74a 
instr iny be Contemplating aking 

Shihan Bite onowe ponton | 78 
167s. % | Totem, station in Vora, Refers to 





No. 6%, Conversation with Mister for | 


Foreign Alairs as (0 alarmist viows of | 
Russian Minster at Toran respecting «.| 78 


tors to Nos, 74 and 75, 
to 








in Pers 
Minister at Tehran instruct 








b.G Cnfusen may bo eae Uy cone 
ing affairs of Transport Company. | 
aris aad thovp of Ol Syritcate nv Alwar | 74 








to Stab, Meters to Par VL N 
Shah api fo Nau fr mn 
to yay trope. Proposes to nuthin 
Fela Banks together with Ten Ta, 
aut aan tnunaaed omnes iad 


21 Ta, % Ade 











at. | Mend-Sestan tlogroph Tine Refers to 
eae bi S19, Proposal ls Majesty's Gover 


nent fora tomporaty medut vibendt 5] 75: 





el. Mosbol-Seintan tlegrapl Nine, fern 0 
errs: AENec sd, Reara Grand. Viale will oppose | 
xtension ihe iy Husa dake f+ 








‘Advance to Stiah, Héfora to No. 79, nw 

rend Teter: from M. Nat aid requests 
enlgion to authorise Traperial Hank to 
Pyont aun Mad essa] 7D) 


23%, % 











vanes to Stab, Refer to Now70, Peo| 
ot aulrzo Haman Govern | 
Macangennitoniad | 
h extension — Refors tol 
lan Hain Gaver 
Sua oe abs ary 


wt | 9 











10, a 
pl “Authorizite 

| Hh Haan Gover et yt ts 
| sivel pian ay 


Teron in Pura inerih afar ee 
Horm ti Now Tie Iti Majesty's Governc 
tea eo i os, Spi 

| tes, ant eoushler” any proposals: toe 

| twagoren tm aig hatte would be | 

| Giposed bo pei of nomintervoation vy 76 





1st. | 10, 





Aadyanco 40, tho Shah, Refern to No, 83 
| Rssian Coverament coment in proposed | 
arrange eat 28 


18 Tel. 4, 





Ardvance 4 Shak, Refers to Nos 85, Cs 
fot sey Miniter for Porc Affairs. il 
| tem Feomry 4 


19Tl, | 11, 

















mt | in 1 tank Comlaiat of I 
zs i Natio Hank ronpetig ato 
ives Utter ght of 

ting ner uostion of 

‘Mt foregn and Natal 


Seeley Shell 


| Reform movement, Refers to No. 85. Ulti- 
‘likums as Us constitutional charactor of 

‘Mouateliy preseudod to Shab, His onswer 

Reompromie ee el TF 








26 Te, n, 

















































Tht 












TTT 



















































TABLE OF CONTENTS. 








‘To Sie & Springettice 




















‘No Sie O.Springe tow 





Mir C, Sprigeltion ., 

















Reform movement. Quiet stil prevails 


Pousti 





fy that military measores may 


Ibecome tecosary in cane of anticforeiga, 
demonstrations +. = 


Reform movement. Refers to No. 92. 
Dificulty regarded as settled, Shah bas 
sceepted demands of people z| 


| Advance 10 tho Stah, Refers to No. 85. 





met desire 10. avoll 


faccusatin of laterference ia tnterzal 


Mais of Persia 





| Meshed-Seistn telegraph fine, 
tel Viceroy, dated 19ih Pek eu 





sourespectiogy se wea 





rewment of Consular guard 





Tra 
‘uth Febewary, spraving proposed neti 












Toran. 
meroal alate 
ith His Majesty's 















Has pop comuieton 








Question of | Anglosftusian intervention 





euist reform. movement 
Noy 02 Appeoets i 






















Sivation im Pasta Refers to No 99, 
Bats Gren en 
Kus alatoment of poleye aad 
faithfully obsery fees 








Relurm movement, Refers to S 
ares with Ross 











her Power woald interfere 


Ailearen 





Shah, Refers to N 





raking the advaucr 5 















Svezo, 








tional Bank. Requests authorization for 
telegram to bo sont. also by Russian 
Minister ith regardto danger for revenes| 
‘of customs otal in dimatoal of M. Nass 


ducretion as to, Hi 
Sir ©, Spring-Rico 


‘Transmite 








its. telegram to. Viowoy, dated 


Minister for Foreign Affaira 
Minister to act 














eters 0 























Miuister dist, 30 
Jmrtiular danger te to be feared. Has 
dt Minister of Foreten Afra 


7. 
Country fs ule Agrees with Rissa | 
Nive tat woman nt oportane fr 












for favournblo consideration 











in Paria ss 


Roviows situation 





mf Anglo-Rtupsian 
No. 3h. Poplar oppo 


alah, “Refers to No, 2h. 
note to. Pera 
‘congratalations of tho King 





‘Monthly summary for January, 


rnown from ‘Tehran np 
‘upon the Caveasus 


Unrest in Persia, Rete 





tHe movement is not 


Adrance to Sha 
‘yersation th 





in hand 


Seouity of Persian castoms, 
“Aust 





Jean) wea eae 











lograph lige. Trans 


end i 





julco”™ 











Scgrty of tren! tones in, Soatbrm 
Persia, ‘Transits India Office letter of 


0 Saar rovpeting Conmlar guards 





revin of Diplnatic ai Con- 
tsular expenditure in ‘Transits 
orreapotiene With Treasry for olmer 
wanes 


Anglo-Russian Convoution respecting Af 
‘hanintan and Persia. A dosiro to hasten 
Sewers son Govorsnent wishes 
To. koow Titish proposals respecting | 
‘Afghanistan, Will endeavour to atcortaln 
Rossan proposals rosproting Persis 


‘Summary of eventsin Persia in 1900, ‘Trans- 
ia sss Anglo Rai eltons 


Toth 





Relation of Persian TansportComy 
be Mouton tn pe 


Persian Constitution. Transits translation 


TERRE GEGE 


‘Death of the Shab and aecomion of bi #uge 
este. Relates formalities yoo through 
Thy Corps Diplomatique on the oceasion of | 





Prospacta of an understanding butwoon Shab 
‘ani Paliasont, Dilates upon «y 





Anpeiuaeot, of Sta scan gn 


Government. rospeoting 


Unrest in Perna, Rosson, Minister for 
Forvign Allaire bas roceivod al 








‘of Russian Government as to ite coffeot 


toNo. 117, 






ofers to No. 79, 
inate for Foroign AMtun, 
Fg and Resin shld rote bad 





Minisor for Foren Ata 
fest National Assewbly may’ divert tro 


















19 Rass Gertn! poping 


Persia, Conversation with Miniater 
rel Affair who asserts that Iusia 
wishes ta Tet Persians * stow in hele own 












TABLE OP CONTENTS, 









124 


‘ 1S 


126 | 


137 


125 


139 


100 


182 





184 


14 











Sie A. Nicolson 


‘No India Offeo 


Trl Oion i 


Sir A, Nicolion 


Inia Ofee : 





Sie H Howard, 


Anda Ofte 


‘Ty Sir ©, Spring: Rico 





Axiom | 





25 Tl, 


26 Te, 





| 29-taL 





85 Tel, 


18, 


14, 


19, 








2%, 


ah 


Fob, 13, 1907 







Future admisatration of Persian exstoms 
Bafern to No. 119.” Transat corm: 
spindence with Rossan Governmest ne 
Shecting gonrantees that conus revendes 
wil nits be diverted fom serving as 
sceuity for loan advanced tothe Persian 
Governments eevee] IL 





Anglo-Rusvian draft: Convention respreting 
Afghnistan sod Perla, Has heard from 
Minister of Foreign. Affairs portious of a 
irate respecting Perv, Uatter states 
probability Ubat Russia wool ave to raake 
Arrangeauat with Germanys ee| 182 





Analictwsian draft Convention rapt 
‘Aglanista sod Posi, Retorto No.1 
Protatlity that ls Majesty's Grvvnumeat 
what diflculyin ateting Russian 
sw with repect to Agghanany But 
Inuch wih regard to Feria 














123 





AnglirRoeian negotiations 1¢ may later | 
We sina Uk cognate 
‘nicer, hat His. Maen Governtent | 
‘Monit learn wha See Rosa poe | 
Fools tompecting Preia and reypreting | 
eet Ko Afihan reltiogs oss) 128 








Karun iriiathe,sebome, Maj Mforonn 
Work willbe fed fe May Ete Ae | 
Tangemte fue patent ot expense 

‘Tratsnitn rant Ry Major Morton 








S) as 
Kamin daft Conratin apg | 
Verilas lak wea drat Convention Ite | 
winkeye ne ed age 
































ns ated th 
ent egotiations 
ap TARE 









‘Transuits telegram 10 | 
pe F 








i 


suOw wy vs Sage er 
Anglo-Reslan,sejgotiations, Attude Mis 
Njisty"s toreemmient ahould apt roe 
sjecting RisiorAfghan relations. 122, 


Ravan rigaion sete, Nettland | 
Miniter asserts tht Persian, Government 

‘ate Frege 0 rant cinenson to Moh | 

(Cin Persian Gowuruneot at present yeast 
‘oueonsins without having diialtien with 
‘Sssenbly? Fay, seacciighat wie 




















Proposed Wersian National Hanks Cone 
versation with Brenely Ambassador ro 
sqecting attoupt of Pena Asseably to, 
tlist Prencl or Germat capital. question 
Ofravaluble weruritigse se ae] 1B 








































































































































‘ann ov cotexrs, x 
Ne Date. | Sonne Page 
35 Tel. | Feb. 24, 1907 | Bakhtiari road. Refers to Nos, 78 and 64, 
[O'Unetisfictory nature of negotiation 
Perma wi tegsirar eet eas 
wt] nw ef a0 |, ws Refrsto No, 184 
5 capital ba 
eit ere Gieseat cur 
eal sto fooeaarramteran coe! 
Siceencie t | as 
ws] mf armas | sy | Rerntermatonscions, etmton ten 
See 
ironed iy tis cetyaGeroesaene | 198 
19 | 107 | 38, | Datnatin at Pavan nd tue rons 
| Tepicane more ocean ve 
Tolhted to ane thi disyuta’ have actived | 
| Wiis! suelo ltr 
| 
40 Y) 8 19, | Compretinsive Anglo-Russian understanding. | 
Tea ect ai savernian 
if Minister for Foreign A «| 199 
ua ‘ a | 2, Teles 
tm aie el 
Rice ranula ies 
| ansurani respect Huns atiuudo. .¢| 13 
WING «Ate atte | ocaay, |g aeratans el 
Terni Tntomts tat of Coteat 
Fripp Uy town Gotpraagttsn | 88 
168 ToleteOR@ 4s 26, | Prjeot Date Gincoon for Kat 
icons Tran So dn 
Ba Togas wie 7 
Weasotunty Tis Majer 
t of attitude of neutrality | 184 
144 | Sir ©. Spring-Rioe .. 38°To, a7, National Bank, Refers to No. 180, Party | 
a He eee 
Kear ing of Nain Bas 
| ee lata 
143] Tolndia Offic.) 8, ‘Transmits 
qe as 
ry |e 5 its 
tty ating 
ulterations ae) oe i oe 16 
Se A.Nieilem «| 377 fatan Sinton Hite Oromo wi 
A aly saat sen realy ot 
taking miltary Ht fone, | 86 
Sr. Syringtice .,) 407th Kacgulacie esis te legron! 
ea pelt a cay 
inpotl "ters soo 
ne] eon) UTR | Christin missions ta Pérsias Va received | 
Hols bbiacin erential 
| fey sai wtten sop tloatents 
| quests that Missionary Sociction be warned 
| | Wo arooag ents 186 
MH | Sie A. Nicolson... 106 | Feb, 24, | National tank, Refons to N 
Content Gnbavalie Taee Want sacs A 
AIMOUU eins c Sette Hane ek 
| Tete apr : 
Bie acta es ape 
150 | tnta Oe Le Vhacee)4s, | peta cal ego | 
iat ots at Ssh ae 
| SF ngraa (0 Vewey ropeang | 180 
























<< — 
———— TT 












xii 


‘TABLE OF CONTENTS. 





No 


Name, | No. 


Date, 





Scouser. Pige- 





T 
16 


12 


aa) 


tht 


187 




















































Inia Otic 











Inline 





ot] os 


| Sip AL Nicolo tel, 














Mar. 2, 1907 


4 


4, 


4 


5, 


5 


6 


4 


6, 


a 


a 


cs 


Anglo -Ramian,owgotintons Troe 
jam to Vimy lntatiog substance 
Of Hussam proposal in regal to Persia | 138 


Karun icgation scheme. Refers to No. 148, 
‘Tranamits copy of telegram to Viceroy 
respecting Shai ein (oS 


Sitio 
‘Advisbility of beng: 
Fbstince of antforegy movenank 

nh so fatervene oe should do a» 
with thoronghness ss vee] 189) 

















Fy abit ign 
n with Majoe Morton's labours.«| 139: 





Situation in Pena, isartancs at Takeo 
‘nl isnonred project of Sa to atack 
Meany ee eae a0 


Sion Peat, ih i tos 
Ee es een 
ate ema 
anjeyrernee Poe] ao 





Murder of German mii 
oat mislonary. Are. the 
Germans cling Indematy of 800, 
sarong to ocey rater Iai 
tunless itis forthcoming? ssc] 140 











See ae 
in pepe samneee acl 





Ango-Revsian drat Convent 
hint snrention rapeting 
rain Trannita copy of tlograa ¥ 





























PorsiaHefors to Nov 10. Observations 
erola, Rotors t3\No. ts” Eaamtination 
sss Roa erin Vora Coe | 
‘erwation with Russian Ambassador.) 145, 





ct kayo Ba ce per | 
Sopra repreetatons v0 Seat | 
‘that National Bank be absorbed in Imperial 
Ree 








Siuntion iu Persia, Russian Government 
ion to Persian 








tr aul is ajay 
Meret teinmeiee ee 





Yoal ani Tegatan, At Tebrw relations 
betvcect Shah atid jevple lose sraiped 5) 150 






























‘TABLE OF CONTENTS. 





Nes No. 


Date. 


Scwzon, 





49 Te. 


168] 


169 | To Sie A. Nicolson ..) 80/Tel 


170 | India OfSce 


171 | Sir ©. Spring-Rtico .) 62 Tel 








172 | To Sir A. Nicolion «| $4 Tel. 
173 ss 
a4 ws] 42th, 





175 | Sir 6. Spring-Rioo «.) 69 Tel. 


176 | Aduiralty.- 





aT | wirc, Spring-Rice ..| 54 Tel. 





178 | To Sir ©. Sping-ltice) 29/Tel. 


179 | To Sie A. Nicolson ..| $6 Tol. 


| asmel. |atar, 8, 1907 





10, 


(confidential! 9 


n, 


i, 


ny 

















Murder of Gorman missionary. Refers to 
No 107, German demand ts for $000! 
No_polical contions whatever are at=| 

st 1 





tached + 


Notional Bank, Sell without capital, Al; 
intimate relations betweon President 
BP Assembly and German Legation +] 150 


-Anglo-Rosinn dat Contin, eapooting 
ran Herne NOAE- Autonet 
to accept ie of Husian drat 
Modienton of Attn ropes pte 
Ar inlaeuco. and maintenance of Con 





161 


Anglortumian deat Agronment_rrpeting 
mEehantctany, Trang tarp t= 
ghana: te Govern f inla 
Dafniion of Reanan 200 «=| 102 





Situation in Porsia, Rofers to No. 165, Has 
Pato, communication from Russian | 
Minister respecting Sa 


Sitnntion in Persia, Rafera to No- 165. Ti 
tuxious not. to offend Rupsian Govern 
ent, but thinks at present moment @ 
Pent deetaration would not be politic | 188 


Karun frrigation ychoms. Tranamita. tobe: 
fron ih Mj Mine, at 

i of Mohan 

reife Intention to undertake the wor 
fut foreign participation +++ 


“Anglo-Rossinn Convention rotting Peri 
Fe ee ie igs abate 
tort of ls Majnt's overnite 
asaremor tor Vorcign Aare Reports 
foie produced ty cover >| 180 


Situation in Rerbin Refers to No, 16, 
Migs anawerod all who desi joint note 
Ue Persian Government that such & note 
World only vxeite popular hostility agolnst| 





168, 




















Buropeats 164 
Poulbility of neceaity of armed intervet- 
‘Non i Persia, Tranumite telograiy (0) 
Commander iuebief, East, Todos tnvitog 
ca rth intervention 

| 104 





eters to No. 17%, 
fil quiet. Nu justfeaton for further 
Initatin to Persia Government.) 254 





Situation in Persia Hofors to No» 175. 
angunge appeved sees 


Anglo-Tsan daft Convention repeat 
a Nora, aaa 
Fre onlyeonorned that Bia Cons 
inser ald not bo opened veut 
Sopa bontprovious agreement ++ 


189, 


136 
fu Perla, Tnerento in oan 
at Urania and Taboos. | 188 





iy Pern, “Daily, Mail gorro: 
1 siatea serivns disorders ara 
Ing hoo tue Tinportance should 
His attacho Gaul rumour 





495 






























Sass 































ABLE OF CONTENTS. 





Name. 





To India Ofico 


India Ofte 


‘To Sir P, Borie 


Sir A. Nicolnon 


Sie 0. Spring-Rico 


Bir A, Nicolson 











Anglo-Rassian Couveation espectng Pensa. 
‘No aed of further expasatons especting 
Forth ied das tb Nanos 

ere can be 9 question of proposing, 
xtension of Bra apnere, PE 


Anglo Russian negotiations. Transit 
OF telegram to Viceroy respecting, 


French leas to Poin. French Goversssent 
wal yf preva Ia ilo te 
Hovernmeat andthe Rustan Goversncat 


Anglo-Russian draft Convention 
Persia, Is reference to third Parties | 
reationed in Articles 1 and? a9 rogarda 
ar apecal zone be waintained? 


Lynch entesprises in South-West Persia, 
Rofers to Part VII, No. 282. Trassmits 
two reports by Captain Lariser on. Ine 
Adequate number of European agents, 
Major Cox’ objervation respecting 


ie ese 
towards hi Uisrvaion cae 


Bakhtiar road, Refers to No. 8% Trane: 
tits two. despatches espectiig futuro 
‘uanagement of road. Discusses proposals 


Position of M. Nase Dwolls upon 


Position of foreigners. Murder of German 
ruber ty Ruele at Souja, 
Considers ligy. in to abstaia' from 
Interference in doxaestic plitics Hasian 

| intervention might become nectanary. 


National Bank of Persia, Transits Chatter 
with Memorandum respecting. Poy 





‘TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


Sunnon, 








[Sarat cement 

aa ai Tae Sern 
eet cane ene 
oe Bement | 
es oe 2b Seat 
“constitutional” and “limited” 


February: pi se “ isl 
ee ure 
eens ot 
Prevalence of smoxgting in Persian Gulf 
ere ere 


Situation in Beri ae rogars foreigner 
“ais adem Hava Ge 
‘Yeroment with lege from Me Lar 
epectng represen to Shah 





Sir, Spring-Rico .. 


Sir A. Nicolson 


‘To Sir 0. Spring-Rtice 


To Sir A. Nicolson .. 





58 Te, 
Secret 


59 Tol. 


89 Tal, 


TE Sree | 


Fronts in Pena, ‘Tronmnit correspondence 
‘rth Miniatorfor Forign Afr respon 
vaste wes for,w communiaton 
Bitsian Governnont rexpenting Casions 
Anan ae 


te za and tlograph nen ete 
Alclad fea and ethos Sra 
Talis draft aisex. to Guvention 
sie might be communica to Russian 
Sccorment ye ce 


Bogtan olfciate in Persian Coston service, 
M, Castaigne as posible suceowor to M. 
Nine. Opinion respecting. ani) converse 
tion with Miniter or Foreign Atfulin 


Karun Valloy tigation, Sheikh of Molin 
thea ew ming ny nonin 
to bo ranted for Persian Govormot 
Mould or beignets ens 


Zilws-Sultan, Meters to No. 94 Past Vy and 
‘No, 163, Rous authority ty atato that 
Tis Majesty’ Goveroment wil do all it 
‘oan to protect bis fo and property 


Situation in, Pons al of Cosaoks, 
‘of Post Ofce employes at Tubrooe, 
Grand Vider' resignation sy + 


Anjglo-ussian Convention rospocting Perla, 
fers (0 No. 185. Heforeicn to mubjeot 
tind Powers W be maintained | 


Persian Const and Islands Order in Counc 
ToOT. Approves draft for His Majesty 
approvals. fe aie Sed 


| Karun irrigation schiome, Tulogram from 
Vicoroy respecting need for full roprosen 
{ation of Betsh eapital ad enginoors 


orgo-Baluoh frontier disturbances, ‘ea 
‘ail tologeam for Viceroy reporting ++ 


Notional Banik, Refers to No. 161, Pars 
hishes viows aud information respecting. 
Oharier of now bank yy sy ae 


Situation in Pervia, Interview with the 
Sadracam. A-erisis not imminent’, 


Anglo-Rssian Con Persia 
id Algae, th Star 


tained from Russian Government on tho 
Genesee ui 


Toerease of Russian guards at ‘Tehran and 
‘other ples. To report signflention of .. 














‘TABLE oP conrewrs, 








= Seamor, 
Name, Date. Sonsror. So] Mae ee 








7 ational Hank efrso Nex 280 and 217 
Taperial’ Wank of)... | Mar 21, 1907 | National bank, ‘Transiits tolegraphic corre 5 metioa i biotite alt sere teamed ho rabaeieot eel 
es ‘pendence with Tehran rece sore 228 | Sic, Sprng Hin Pe tno to mally tems of Ooneonon, 
of promoters and Syndicate =| | Recosnends that lelengy te sown, 
Be roel on a ng 

21, Tmperial ond National Banks. Manager of repent aS 

agra Uk bs ten Inara & dex Angloosian dst Coon regcting 
Bad tellement of bln eee oe ine an Treas dats of 808 19 
potato Sate ape fom 229 To ats Om fir oO wt pu 
Imperial UaDk. ° Such a step would pee ‘Meohed-Tohran and Meshed estan talo- 
ey w ery bal peer? NE 


Sir Spe 


Advaneo to Peri. Persian Government am, ‘Tranamite nil fro hia 
unable to pay annuity of nanos ene x  Ango-toaay ngtitns for 
falls soe Ape Will protest, bat re, Retesmt and pte foun to hit to 
foramends lene Mees feito rormnia Fervia ss 
anti of Tadao somare in Pesan Gott j in Pepin, Murder of 9 Ronin 
Infonie aee aa ttle SIU) BAO: Ses eee ee tent ee EP 
ayer iospiradby' Haste tint 
Agent 





wart VENT, 
Kagan Hales to VI 
Papel SE Colao i nei 
Texgotion of Karun aches. Ret Needy el ‘fai fou Shak ef amor and 
Iigaton of Karan schens. Refers to ety ui from Sheikh of Mohanta an 
Ne Th al 12 Hae She pf (go rgcoy Porn oeale : 

Want cain tobe granted ts 

Tis Majaty’s Gowmeat wake on 
Aalto the rehome 


| 32 te 


Cah emir Pe 
ee 28 | Tada Ofiee Recidt Propet net 
a0 ai tk Rote to No 197, Toperal nd’ Tota Governmunts” | 

ial Bank ha pened oa te eee 

Wharton of aaa pevs 
Inport ot tee al 
thie fel roprsonatice agente 
Greene 


205 





} Proposid naval meas ‘y peat 
- eae t mi sth subjects in the event 


0 Ina Otew 


inability to ir ©, Spring- Rice ..) ‘Sheikh bias so far made no proposals, 


Natonal Bak Hefera 
» Demand for immediate payments of outstand- | ro: Tmperial Bank of | ir C, Spring tice has. beet 
nh lng dabte'by peonmtert of tow Ree) Be rola aly mbroentaons rope o}oy to 
Mank. Points out inexpotiency of °° Charter of frpptzial Haske 
Trperial oak of a. Manaxer bas bron in 

irony inneoctl to aspen action a topmosog 7 Msn Hoon ty'n Government Have 
for payment of dahie a SJorieatn obtain Cone 


Sir O SpringRicw nk of Pera and Naina Bank, | itiah inferote in» Pera 
to Now. 20 aid 16, AWalts pany Protection of Hritih interest in. Persian 
n nispectings requnat of 23x | Admiralty + Confidential) jul, nforms of porta vehich out 6 

atioval Dank 9 | 

| 





ir accounts with Tinpecal Hank 


of lnguagy ha 
6 AMabog--Aman Tnfrmm of I 
2 hob beg visita him, on 
ToSieG.Syng iu} aoe 


ixer of Imperial Bank bas 
o defer propose actin 
Hanke css or 





AWNicoton 








nae : at 
Rosia ior iy 





Peni. Refers t 

Me lovolsky states tat increase uf Coase 
suants was a wessure meee intended es 
Frapsure the Ginsu s. ees 








pay 











Printed for the use of the Foreign Office. May 1907. 





CONFIDE 





Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Persia. 


Parr IX. 


[105] No. 1. 
Sir 4. Nicolson to Sir Edioard Grey.—(Received January 1.) 
(No. 1.) 
elegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, January 1, 1907, 





detention of the sum of money held in tho two banks in Tehran and destined for the 
advance is considered by the members of the led means of 








ani 





ives to suspend the credit of 5,000,000 fr., opencd in 
favour of the Persi ment at the two banks, 

This view, the letter adds, is entirely shared by the Russian Government, and 
they have no objections toa note in the above sense being communicated to the 
Sadr-i-Azam. 
Isvolsky 
will instruct M. 













s me to ascertain your viey 
‘twig, accordingly. 





soon as possible. If you concur he 


(Confidential.) 
Sir (. Spring-Rt 





der that there was now 
nt state, and, before a 
» those opinions to M, Isvolsky and 
nt advance has been « useful help 
and that it guarantees our 





in his later telegrams seemed to con: 
being allowed to remain in their pre 
T might communi 
T venture to submit that the jc 
and preliminary to our general negotiations in Pei 

ion, and that, unle: stances should imperatively require its abandon- 
ment, it would be more prudent to maintain it. I would regret its abandonment, 
We might, moreover, be affording Germany an opportunity of intervening, which 
consideration I might lay before Minister for Foreign Affairs, and thereby, perhaps, 
discover if the report of a Russo-German Arrangement has auy truth in it. | would 
suggest that, without accepting or declining delinitely the Russian proposal, I night 
submit to M. Isvolsky— 


1, That, as control of Ai 
would be made without its 
at Tehran; 

2. 1 might propose that British and Russian Representatives should be asked 
whether they still consider desirable that joint ad: should be abandones 





























mbly has been recognized by Valiahd, no advance 
anction, and that this might perhaps be made public 








8. T might also point out that when we have formally abandoned tho field it is 
probable that Persian Government would apply to Germany, who might tlen ugreo to 
give required assistance. 


Se ss 
[1717] B 





































ir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 2.) 





Tehran, January 2, 1907. 
YESTERDAY the Grand Vizier landed to the Assembly the Constitution, 
ratified by both the Shah and the Valiahd, It provides that control of the finances, 


including loans, should be in the hands of the Assembly. 





Iidia Office to Foreign Office. (Received January 3.) 


India Office, January 2, 1907. 
1906, and mith reference to 





orst’s letter of the 4th December 
sroy of the 15th and 19th December, on the subject of the 
for thie information of the 

ary Morley concurs in the view 
jonally accepted as a 

nts as to their 
that an undertaking. 


IN reply to Sir F 
the telegrams from the Vi 
stan telegraph Ti 
Seerotary of State for Fore’ 
that the proposal of the 
modus vivendi pending a gen 
respective ints 
should he obtained from the Russian Government, as suggested 
Tudia, not merely not to oppose, but to support our claim to the immediate extension, 
hotween ourselves and the Persian Goyernment, of the line from 
rr on the Indian or Central Persian systems. 
Hut before the Russian proposals are definitely accepted in. their 
wonsidering whether some arrangement coul 
ing additional wires on the Meshed—'ehran and Meshed— 
the existing British 
which corroborates: 
raph of my letter of the 
Mr. Morley would ask the 
Government of India whether they could. formulate.a seheme by whieh, on the Meshed— 
use and control of the wire could 
of right for a sufficient number of hours daily to meet their otficial 
requirements, a similar arrangement for the purposes of the Russian officers being made 








, Lam directed to state 
cu Affains, that} 
Russian, Goyeroment may be pr 
settlement between the two 























Nasratabal to a po 


Mr, Morley thinks it is worth c 
to obviate thie nece 

Seistan fines, such an addition being in no way justified by 
traffic, as is shown by the Viceroy 
the views on this point expressed in the last par 
ey concurs in this. opin 








telegram of the 19th Decem 





October, 10. 





Scistan ling, the exelusiv secured to our Consular 


oficers asm mati 























Should it he found impossible to devise such a scheme on a practicable basis, 
Mr. Morley teats there is no alternative but to accept the Russian proposal for 

In cither case it scoms desirable to secure, if possibl 
went of India, that British employés should have the right 
tration fails to keep it in satisfactory 


adilitional wires, 








and repairing the lino, if the Russian Adinin 





‘ike question of the disposal of the income from British messages between Meshed 
ention, need not apparently be 





iment of India cal: 
ne becomes part of a through system. 


‘and Seistan, to whieh the 
raised till dhe Meshed-Sei 





India Office to Foreign Office —(Receiveit January 8.) 





hidia Office, Januar: 

ir IE, Corst's letter of the 15th December, 1906, rel 
nied from the Persian Government for the attacks on Hi 
in the circumstances stated, Mr. Secretary 











Consulate in Seistan, Tam directed to 





8 






Morley is prepared to acquiesce in the course proposed by Sir B, Grey. As, however 

the death of the Shah is imminent, it seems a question whether the announcement of 

the proposed Concession might not be deferred till after the accession of the Valiahd, 
Tam, &, 


(Signed) A, GODLEY. 








No. 5. 


Sir 4. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 3) 
(No. 2 
(Telegraphic) P. St. Petersburgh 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 1 of the Ist instant re 
advanee to Par 
T learn from a private letter just 


January 3, 1907. 
ecting the joint 











ceived from M. Isvolsky that, the, Russian 
tor at Tehran informs him that Sir C. Spring-Riee fears the possibility of an 
gement with the financiers of other countries should the two Governments 
notify the 1 of their offer M. de Hartwig therefore suggests that no 
ication of the withdrawal of tho offer should be made until the proper moment 
i iw his opinion and in that of his British eolloagae, arrived. He asks 

















‘The neces 
jesty’s Gov 





No. 6. 













Sir G, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received January 4.) 








hogan Py Tehran, January 4, 1907. 
BAGDAD Rail 


Thiave reason to be 








e that the Russian Government ave informed the German. 
yy their opposition to the Bagdad Railway if the 
Bagdad Jed to Lussia, toxether with 
section, ‘The result. of this, the German 
Minister pointed ont, would he to ai athe power of excluding the produets of 
Western Europe from Porsia, while encouraging tho export of hor own products to the 
south. He lias also pointed out that as soon as railway connootion with the Chneasus 
Tamadan, the monopoly of the markets of Central Porsix would 












action of a brane! 
the right to fix tho railw 































No. 7. 
Sir Edieard Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 


Foreiyn Office, January 4, 1907. 













irs that we concur in the view of Russian 
2 of yesterday. 


inister for Foreig 
stated in your telegram No, 









Government 











No. 8. 





(275) 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, January 4, 1907. 
T AM directed by ovsledae the receipt of your 
letter of the 2nd ins mating the concurrence of the Secrotary of State for India 
in the view that the proposal of the Itussian Government for the sottlement of tho 
question of the Meshed-Seistan telegraph line may be provisionally accoptod as 1 modus 













Sir, 



























4 





wvivendi pending a genoral settlement of the respective interests of the two Powers in 
Porsia, subject to an undertaking on the part of the Russian Government to support the 
domand of His Majesty's Government for an immediate extension of the line frown 
Nasratabad, 
to add that Sir Edward Grey coneurs in Mr. Morley’s 
to devise some arrangement to obviate the necessity of placing additional 
on the Meshed~Tel ‘ ines, and would be glad if be would 
‘act upon his suggestion to ask the Government of India whether they could formulate 
some scheme whereby this result could be secured, 



































Tam, 
(Signed) 
(572) No. 9. 
Sir A. Nitolson “ir Edward Grey.—(Recetvedt January 7.) 
oa) 
ir, 


St, Petersburgh, January 1, 1907. 
in’ from M. Tsvolsky a private letter, of wi 
the Honour to transmit posing thiat a not oll by the Bri 
and Russian Represents at Tolimn to the Por stor to the effect 
that.as the Persian Governmont lind not, after a lapse of more than two months, taken 
adyantage of the financial aid which hal heen proferred to them, the offer was now 
ithdmwn by the British and Russian Governments, M. Tsvolsky adde that, if the 
British Government agreed with the terms of the note, the necessary ustractions: 
would be sent to M. de Hartwix, z 

Trould respectfidly heg leave to submit the follon 
my mind would render it unfortunate were the tw 
j ive to the Persia 
ne geTtive tliat 
ato withd oval of the joint ole 
tho financial control hy the simbly, and, eonsequent 
contd not uecept ain alvanee — i¢hout 
Togo that such preliminary lesishitive sanction is now recognized hy th 
Goverment will vemove from the minds of the Assembly th ic 
Jonn swill be conehided Yehud Uiet Backs, snd doubtless 
letting. it he Known that nc 
Assombly, Any suspicions which nny exist, oF have exist 
ar party’ that the Russian ad British Goveraments were 

ment would therefore ho remoy 

ial needs are urgent, that local contributions 
or i s ikely to produce the necessary funds, and th 
have to apply for fh assis 

from the sev 






“ TRECHIVED this mor 


























considerations, which to, 
Toyernments to abandon the 
rnment. 1 understand. from 

sen which do not 
‘he Vidiahd has admitted 
» the Persian Government. 
lative siuction, Presumably, the 















Pe 
appreliension that a 

ld. be found for 
the consent of the 
in the minds of the 
putting pressure on the 





























we Were 
 Governmont would, of a nd, swithout doubt, 
would make ov li be doubtful if the German 
uumnent, Knowing th It Governments had formally 
faa to ronder assistance, would also refuso to occupy the Geld which was left open 
to thom 

When is another port \ 
yous noties, The jo 
He finaneial matters 





id, the 








MT shonld like also to bring, with all difidence, to 
Lion which thy tw Governments were taking inte 
ost helpful in respect to tho 















neering Persia, [fT might say so, we had thrown out one grapnel whieh had 
Dros the: two ty connection, aut I trnsted that gradually one or 
Tiuees Iso he attached: hut if we are to east cy ir ut 











solitary’ geapnel the two vessots may drift apart. 
Hoticed a tendoney. on the part of the Rus 
Viulialid at olin, to he less eager for joint 
observed any hnidieitions hore, i is possible t 

T quite andorstand that iP local conside 
iP tho Rus nt aine realy ti 
nul perliaps impotitic for His Majesty 





Sir ©. Spri 
since the 
it thiowzh Th 










desirable, and 
i it would be difficult 
to insist on the maintenanee of 





's Govornmes 





the fuancial offer which has been made. But T venture to suggest that I should be 
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‘authorized to lay before M. Isvolsky the considerations which induced Sir C. Spring- 
Rice to deem it unnecessary fo disturb the present position of the question of the 
Joan, and that T should propose that the two Representatives should be ones more 
consulted on the subject before a final decision were taken. T could also indicate to 
M. Isvolsky the probability of the Persian Government, failing our support, addressing 
themselves Inter to the German Government, and T could possibly then have an 
ity of ascertaining the precise views which his Excellency holds as to German 
sin. 











Ttelegraphed the substance of this despatch in my telegiain No. 2 of to-tay's 
date. 





Lliave, &e, 
igned) "A, NICOLSO: 





Tnelosure in No, 9. 
M, Isvolsky (0 Sir A, Nicolson. 


‘Mon cher Ambassadeur, 





mpression 
ceroient voir dans 
pour le foreer de signer le contrat de - 
Apmis mire réflexion, les ms ct do Russie en Perse sont 
Ix conclusion qu’alin de dlissiper ces soupgons, il serait désinable quo les doux 

sseuit parvenir au Sadrazant une note rédigée X pew pry comme suit 





pression masquée sur le Gouvernement Persun, 
favance, 








arri 
Ministres 








“Vu que depnis Vétablissoment détinitit des conditions de Yavance 4 faire aw 
Gouvernement Persan i sest an Japs de temps superioun A dows mois, pendant 
Tesquels les Ministres do Sa Majesté 1h mont pas trouys ine de profiter de 
re qui avait 66 demandée par In Perse elle-mémo, les Gouyernementi 
ot de Russie considirent les néxoeintions A co sujet comme nulles ot 
tants des deus Phissances ont regu Pordve de suspondre le 
snement Persan.” 




































Le Gouvern 
pas dobst 
Je me 
dans un délat aussi bref que possi 
et siil_ne se trouve pas objections de sa part 





manidre do voir, et ne trouve 
‘aw Sadrazam, 
pridve do ne faire eon 
is thc 
pr 
M. de Mavtwig dinstructions dans 













deus Ministres, jo ne manyuerai pay de muni 
eo sens. 


Veuillez, &e, 
igné) ISVOLSKY. 





[577] No. 10, 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. (Received January 7.) 
(No. 8.) 
Sir, St, Petershurghy January 8, 1907, 


WII wference to my despatch Ni 





of the Ist instant, T have tlie honour to 
transmit copy of a letter which T have received from M, Isvolsky, stating that, in 
w of further information which he has received from the Russian Minister at 
» the Russian Government are ready to concur with a proposal from 
. de Hartwitg that the withdrawal of the offer of financial aill to the Persian 
should aot be notified to the Persian Prime Minister until he and 
fare agreeil upon the proper moment for doing so. 
ture to think that this second communication from M. Isvolsky is satisfactory 
as sowing that the Russian Government desire to continue to avt in complete accord 
with He Majesty's Goverament, and are alive to the possibility of » this Power 
1717) 
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undertaking the financial engagements from which it was suggested that we should 
withdraw, 


T requested in my telegram No, 2 of this day 
T should inform M, Isvolsky that you concur 


(783) No. i. 










date your instructions as to whether 
th his views. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) 7 





Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 





(No, 3, 
(Geiegephie) P. Foreign Offce, January 9, 1907. 
SEISTAN riots, In view of the circumstances which you report in your telegrams 
No, 359 of the 1th December, 1906, and No, 4 of tho 7th instant, Mis Majesty's 
Government will no longer insist on the free grant of land for the extension of the 
Consular hospital and on the deportation of tho Mollahs who were implicated as ring- 
Teaders in the attacks on the Consulate, on condition that tho other two demands put 
forwand are complied with immediately, and that the Consulate is allowed to acquire 
the necessary land at a nominal price. 
In making this known to the Persian Goverament, which you may do at: what may 
seem to you the most suitable moment, you should let them understand that it is as 
cful concession to the new Shah that His Majesty's Government are thus 
nds. 





NICOLSON. 




































Tnclosure in No. 10. 














M. Isvolsky to Sir A. Nicalson, 




















Saint-Pélershourg, le: 20 Décembre, 1906 
(2 Janvier, 1907). 

de Dandi, 1e 18 (81 x.8.), je yous de la proposition de 
et Hartwig informer le Sndrazam de la décision prise par les 
f Gt de Russie de susponitre Je enédit de 5,000,000 fr. 
Sur ccs cntrofaites, note Ministre 4 Téhéran w'avise par 
ple que, son engie dAnglotorre eraint Ja possibilité dun arrangement 
entre les membres de VAssomblée Nationale et les corcles financiers autres pays 
que l'Angleterre et Ia Russic, dans le eas oft Ia notification dans le sens de m: 

Tottre du iS (331) serait faite A Moy Dovlel. Par suite, ler deux Min 
Gsiversiont Gtro autorists A ne faire ectte notification qu’t un moment que 















la Perse 















No. 15. 






Sir Edward Grey to Sir H, Howard. 









4 : au Foreign Office, Je 9, 1907, 
| ean aeand stove pple, ot de de Is marche dt aes Cade itigestaaer tts 














Lo Gonyernenient Impérial ne voit aucun ineonvé antasamaecna 
espire opinion du Cabinet de St. James ne di 
M, do Hartwits par télgraphe Pautorisation demand 


| Hn exprimant Vespoit que vous aurez Pextréme obligeanee de me donner une 





nt 2 cola, ot 
is de 








comme je 
ia notre, jrenverrai A 








‘he 





Netherland Ministor 
answer, because the Datel engin 





pressodl regect that Teould not. give a more decisive 
or who had investigated the scheme was now in 


















réponse i cot éyard aussi tot que faire se pourra, jo vous prie, ete, Taadan tana aouldilineses ia ‘ or. tho Mini c 
> > = maior, and could havo explained the whole matter. ‘Tho Minister hoped, liowover, 
| (Signé) —_ ISVOLSKY. that he might at some future time, when things wore more settled in Persia, mention 
the matter to me again, 
(783) No, 1. 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) "EB, GREY, 





Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 7.) 











(No. 4) 

Te a er Tehran, January 7, 1907. [e724] Bote) 
ATTACKS on Seistan Consulate, — . 

_», , Constil says that deportation of Mollahs so long after the event would excite muck BME SONI) 

iNfecling and would irritate the Russians who have Iusiuess dealings with the 





Mollahs concornot. He suggests that we might now 
anid waive doportat 
The | G 


of securing it 


Sir, Horeign Office, January 9, 1907, 
TAM directed by S Edward Grey to trmsitt to you lierowith eopy of 
a telegram from His Majesty tor at Tolirai,® announcing the death of tho Shab, 
and to request that the nocessary instructions may now be given for tho immodiate 
yyinent to the Imperial Bank of Persiv of the sum of 50,0001, for tho purposes of the 
Toan to the Valiahd im accordance with the torn of the undertaking contained i, the 
third paragraph of your letter of the 2nd November, 1906. 





copt apology and compensation, 


















meni is powerless to onforee deportation, and T see no chance 
























































(866) No. 12. Tam ke, 
(Signed) . GORST, 






(heey SC SPrng Ree to Sir dard Grey —(Recived January 8) 

0. 5, 

(ielographic.) P. 
ASURVE 

a Secretary of 

on to Klioreria 

















‘Tehran, January 8, 1907. 
onto from Hamodan to Burjird Tins just heew carried out by 
n Logration They had dntended to go 
, but were provented by the disturbed state of the country. 


{1080} 









No, 17. 







Sir Edward Grey to Sir ©. Spring-Rice. 
(No, 4.) 
(Telegraphic) P, Foreign Office, January 10, 1907. 
KARUN Irrigation Concession, 
Tt would be inopportune to encourage forcign Concessions just. now, 1 have 
therefore told the Dutch Minister that, in view of the unsettled political situation in 
Persia, I cannot entertain this question at this moment, 












No. 18. 















Sir €. Spring-Rice (0 Sir Edward Grey.— (Received January 9.) 





» 6.) 


‘Mdozraphie) En clair ‘Tehran, Jonuary 8, 1907. 
‘NIE Shah died to-night between 10 and 11, eel 














* No, 18 
























{il91) No. 18. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 11.) 










Sir, Indin Office, January 10, 1907. 
WITT reference to the telegeam from the Seoretary of State for Forci i 
His Majesty's Minister at Tehran No. 221 of the 81st December,1906,reg: 





tioned inerease to the 8: 
to say that he propose 
contained in the Viecroy’s telegram of thi 
of ten sowars for the ten infantry who wv 
reinforeo the Seistan guard, 


escort, E am directed by Mr. Secretary Morley 
G to sanction the proposal 

stant. to proceed with the substitution 
n the first instance, sent from Robat to 











Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 








[1381] No. 19. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir 





e Bdirard Grey.—(Receiveid January 12.) 
(Pologey 








Petersbu 
No. 12 of the 9th i 
i Seistan, I think that tho poss 
the Porsian nuthoritios as to the supply of how poles, &e,, would perhaps be oby 
by st proposil to wive opportunities to British and Russian officials to. hi im 
uso of the telegraph lines for certain liours daily, and that this plan, rather than that 
of placing additional wiros on the tivo telogeaph Tines, might be considera hers to be 
prefernblo. 










h, January 12 






















{1392} 








12, 1907. 
ed a dide-ménoive respecting tlie Persian sion trom the 
Minister for Rorvign Affairs, in which ho states that t! 
has heen instrugted to annonneo, in concer 
Governments recognize as hefe apparent the 

Would you wish me to inform M, Tsyolsky 
Jim for his Gommunieation ? 

He adds that the Agreoment between the two Powers in regard to Persia, of 
which the tases ate now being so happily established, will, he docs not doubt, be 
further strengthened by this common aetio 










©. Spring-Rice, that the two 
nid son of the: 




















(1555) No. 21. 


Intin, Office to Fo 





eign Office (Received Juinuary VA.) 


TUE Und OF St 
fury of State for Foreign <\Mfaies, 
Tonwardls hevevvitl, for the information 
telexram to the Vieoroy, dated tho Sth 
ph, 


India Office, January 12 

















107, 




































Tnclosure in No. 21, 
‘Mr. Morley to Government of India, 


(Gelegraphic.) P. India Office, January 8, 1907. 

MESHED-SEISTAN line: Your telegram of the 15th December, 1906, 

Your telegram of the 19th December shows that on Seistan line, at any rate, 
there is no need for second wire; and Mis Majesty's Government, though they are 
prepared, subject to Russian Government undertaking to support Nasratabad extension, 
fo accept Russian proposal provisionally as modus vivendi pending yencral settlement, 
would be glad to avoid expense of second wires both on Tehran and Seistan lines. I 
should be glad if you could formulate a scheme by which Consular offivers of each 
Power could respectively secure as a matter of right on line worked by the other 
Power exclusive use and control of existing wire for suificient: number of hours daily. 














(1556) 


No. 22, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January V4.) 


THE Under-Secretary of Stale for Tndin presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Aifairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of Stato, a paraphrase of a 
telegram to the Viceroy dated the 9th January, relative to the proposed Anglo-Inssian 
advance to Persia, 


India Office, January 12, 1907. 








Tnclosure in No, 22, 
Mr, Morley to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic) P. India Office, January 9, 1907. 

PLBASE see my telegram of 11th ultimo regarding loan to Persia. Recom= 
mendation by Russian and British Ministers at ohran, that, Persian Government 
should be informed officially of withdrawal of offer of loan and that public notification 
of this should be made, was reported by Spring-fRico on 26th ultimo, Ministers have, 
however, been instructed that, until’ they aro agreed as to proper opportunity, 
withdrawal should not be notified, as it is thought possible that, if course proposed 
were ailopted, Persian Government might turn to financiers of other countries. 

























(1392) No. 23, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 
eG 5) 
Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, January 14, 1907. 
YOUR telegram No. 8 of the 12th instant: recognition of Shali's second son as 
Valiah. 
‘We concur in the course proposed by the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
and His Majesty's Minister at Tehran has been instructed accordingly, 
You may inform his Excellency, and thank him for his communication, 








77) 
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No. 24. 





Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 















Foreign Office, January 14, 1907. 

St, Petersburgh of the 18th January. 

onicort with Russian colleague, announce that the Shah's 
by the British and Russian Governments as Heir-Apparent to 





































(1392) No. 25 


Foreign Office to India Office, 









T AM. directed by Si 
doeyphor of a telog 
that tile Kussian Minist 
with His Majo 
the 


rotary. 
























Tam to state y propos . Seeretary Mor! 8 no objection, 
to neque A, Nicolson to hiform ML, Tsvolsky that Tis Majesty's Government 
concur in the view of the Russian Government as to the couse which should be 
pursue in this matter aud that the necessary instructs wil esent to Sir C. Springs 

1» accordingly 

As itis very desirable that the British and Thus ers shoald make the 
ammouncemont in concert, Tam to request that I may be favoured as early as. possible 
With Mr. Secretary Morley’s views. 














Tam, &e. 
(Signed) E, GORS?. 








(1391) No. 26. 
Foreign Office to Iutia Office. 





si 





Foreign Office, January 14, 190: 
T AM directed hy Svoretary Sir Edward Groy to inform you that a copy of your 
lotior of the 2id instant, relative to the question of the Meshed-Soistan telegraph, was 
orvwarded to His sador at St. Petersburgh, and to transmit to you 
herewith dey) J from Sir A, Nicolson in reply 
tot Mr. Secretary Mork 
Government of India 

would! appear to the Rus 
ested by them, of Ia 































} alleney's opin 
di of whieh mdorston hat the 
sche 





























i 

Tan to adil that, 
Govormnent made their propos 
to obtain the reply of the Gover 
ais little delay as possible, 

































Noa. 
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fei] No. 27. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 15 

T AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the rec 
letter of the 10th instant relative to the increase of the Seistan Consul 
to inform you, in reply, that lie concurs in the proposal of Mx Secret 
sanction the suggestion contained in the Vieeroy’s telegram of the 7th instanb to 
proceed with the substitution of ten sowars for tho ten infantry who were, in the first 
instance, sent from Robat to reinforce the Seistan guard. 

Tam, &e, 

(Signed) A. CAMPBELL, 





























11856) No. 28. 


India Office to Forcign Office, (Received January 17.) 


Sir, India Office, January 14, 1906, 
IN reply to Sir F. Campbell's letter of this day's date, Lam directed to inform you 
. Seerotary Morley concurs in Sir B, Grey's proposil to request Sir A. Nicolson 
to inform M. Isvolsky that Ilis Majesty ent concur in the view of the 
Tuussian Government that the British “and Russian Ministers at ehran should 
‘announce, in concert, tliat the two Governments reognize the second son of the Shab 
as lelrapparent, and tliat the necessary instructions havo been sent to Sir, Spring 
Rice accordingly. 
















Thave, &e, 
(Siguod) HORACE WALPOLE, 








No. 29, 
India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received January 17.) 


(1853) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presonts his compliments to the Undor- 
y of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
mn of the Secretary of State, parapliraso of a 

‘oto the Meshod-Seistan telograph 












Inia Office, January 16, 1907. 









Tnclosure in No. 29, 
Mr. Morley to Government of India. 
(Telegraphic. P. India, Office, January 15, 1907. 


MESHED-SEISTAN telegraph line, Please reply with the least possible delay to 
my telegram dated the Sth instant, 











No. a0. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received January V7.) 


{1917] 


Sir, India Office, January 16, 1907. 

IN reply to Sir B. Gorst’s letter of the th instant, regarding the proposed loan t 
the Valinhd in consequence of the death of His Majesty the Shah, Lam directed by 
Mr, Sccretary Morley to state, for the information of the Seoretary of State for Foreign 
















































12 
‘Affairs, that the sum of 60,000 as been paid to the Imperial Bank of Persia for the 
purposes of the loan, 

Tam, &e. 
Gigned) - HORAC 





= WALPOLE. 





(2477) No. 31. . 


Memorandum by Liewtenant-Colonel Maunsell respecting the Turco~Persian Frontier near 
Lakjan and Wazna.—(Received ut Foreign Office, January 21, 1907.) 





WIMH. the exception of the official ‘Purco-Persian frontier map, the only other 
giving the district of Lahjan and the upper part of the Lesser Zab is that of De Morgan's 
* Mission Scientifique en Perse,” 6 vols, (still im publicati This was utilized in the 
compilation of my map of Kastern urkey-in-Asia, and from it the course of the River 
Leuven was indicated. 

‘The map also shows the River Livan, but a different stream to that given on the 
frontier map. 

T think it may be taken as certain, as Mr. Barclay contends, that the Lenwen, as 
shown on my Eastern Turkey-in-Asia map, is the frontier that the "Turks are contend~ 
ing for, 
‘The following aro a few notes on the Kurdish tribes at this part of the 
front 

‘Nhe Kurdish tribal confederation of the Bilbass (mentioned by Rawlinson) occupy 
all these frontier districts on both sides of the line. = 

Mhey are mostly nomadl, and eall themselves subjeet to one or other Gover 
as suits them best, evading the consequences of their misdeeds by cross 
side of the frontier and generally living in a state of semi-independence, 

Mey have a bal reputation for lawlessness, but are not at all fanatical, and are 
hospitable to Europeans. 

‘The Persian Government ( 



























nt 
ig to the other 




















vious to, the present dispute) left them alone as long 
ay they paid tribute ond their Chics or Aglins” ruled as thoy liked. 

In some places they managed to remain beyond the reach of either Government, 
and paid no tribute, ‘But the Governments {ook advantage of intertribal fouds, and 
used one Agha to coerce another into paying tribute, 

‘Phe principal subdivisions of the Bilbass are :— 

1. Menghur or Mangor,—8,000 tents; who live on the Labjan Plain and in. the 
Freer Za, about Wazna in Persian on the Rania Plain and part of Piste Plain 
in Turke; 
heir Chief is Osman Agha or the Agha-i-Baizi, who lives at Alwatan (Persia), and 
ix theoretically head of all the Bilbass, and he does actually conmand a nominal 
allegiance of most other Headmen, 

Mamash—3,000 tents, in the country between § 
ik and the Zab in Persia, and also on the Pishd 
‘Phoir Chief is Muhammad Agha, who liv 

He is an important mau, with a good position in the country and on good terms 
with the Persian Government, although he ean scarcely be said to be subject to it, He 
vas usually intrusted by the Persian Government with the carrying out of punitive 
expeditions against reealeitrant tribes partly for the sake of private reprisals, and partly 
for the collection of Government tribute, 

Pivun.—2,000 ents ; 500 to G00 fighting men on the Labjan Plain in Persia, 
and on the Rania Plain west of the Keni Sanjak road. 

heir Chief is Muhammad Emin Agha, who lives at Shinawa in Persia, 

He is well-informed and intelligent, “He used to live in ‘Parkey on the Rania 
Plain, but'some years ago thought fit to change his nationality and go over into Persia, 
‘thing fairly eady to accomplish, 

4. Geanrik, 6,000 houses and tents, ehielly along the left bank of the Zab, south 
of the country of the Matnasl 

‘They aré the principal section of the Bilbass under the direct rule of the Persian 
Government, and are very largely sedentary, living in villages, 

‘Their Chief is Khidr Agha, who lives at Nistan, 

____‘There are several other minor sub-tribes of the Bilbass, Wut these are the most 
important, 


‘As regards the actual Turco-Persian frontier (prior to this dispute), although not 





















uz. and Lahjan, and between 
jain in Turkey. 
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delimited, it was very fairly well defined, and appears fo have been accepted by both 
peoples for at least the last twenty-five years. 

T have crossed it at four different points, and have in each case hail pointed out to 
me some definite mark, either a frontier tower or a large heap of stones, ax the actual 
frontier on that particular road, 

More especially in the Zohab country, so much in dispute at various times, the 
frontier has for many years past been quite clearly marked by a frontier tower on the 
great Tehran road, about midway between Khanikin and Kasr-i:Shirin, and by another 
at Merkez on a road farther north, with other,towers following the line as shown on the 
map of Eastern Turkey-in-Asia, 


















This has been aecepted as the frontier for so long by both, Governments, and 
represents the sfatus quo, that it would appear inadvisable to again raise the Zobab 





question unless for some very definite object, 

For the rough delimitation as aecepted of the frontier all the way from Ararat by, 
by Wazna down to the River Shirwan, with « very few exceptions (Kotur and others), 
the line ‘is based on the principle of taking the crest line of watershed of the 
frontier hills. 
his insures the possession of the water rights (irrigation from the streams) to the 
inhabitants on either side of the crest, au important matter in this country, and disputes 
aro avoided. 

‘hus the Persian claim (o the summit of the Kandil Dagh i 
their former frontier hefore the dispnte, and is possibly based on th 
the water supply. 

'As will be seen from the notes on Kurdish tribes given above, sections of the same 
tribe live on both sides of the frontier, and in this would seem to lie the only possible 
‘excuse for the Turkish Government in their aggression. 

he excuse can scarcely bs considered valid, as the same thing obtains at other 
points on the fronticr, and would lead to endless trouble if accepted. 

T would submit that the real reason of the Turkish move was a strategteal one 
purely, ifnot entirely, to gain a amilitary: advantage, and that it was no doubt directed 
And approved by the General Staif in Constantinople, aided by their German advisors, 
For it will be seen by their move that the Turks gain not only the crest of t Wazna 
position or ridge, but also th is for & Jong distance in front, affording an easy 
passage for their troops in Persia at any tim 

They would riot ouly have the route through Wazna from Rania and K. 
which could with very litte trouble be made into an excellent military ron 
they have the hill track through Rowanduz into the Labjan Plain, 

‘Thus if the Turks obtain their proposed line ig the Leuwen, &e., they 
a téte du pont thrust into West Persia behind which they could mass their invading 
troops in case of necessity 

But more important still is the faet that from Erbil by Keni Sanjak, Rania, Wazna, 
Laljan, Jildian, and Ushnu to U es’ the ouly practicable way by whieh: 
could be made from the Tigris Valley into North-West 

hrough here it might therefore be possible to construct a branch of the Bagdad 
Railway running up to North-West Persia, and possibly. going to abrecz and Julfa and 
joining the Russian lines there. 

It is quite conceivable therefore that the Turks, pushed on and advised by the 
Germans, ave this object in view, 

Tn any ease, supposing the Russians and the Bagdad Railway did combine to make 
such a line, the Turks would by their new frontier be able to fortify the Wanna 
position as a defence against a Russian movement from the north directed into the 

gris Valley. 5 

‘Also, supposing that British control were obtained over the section of the Bagdad 
fine from Mosul down to the Gulf, it would be entirely to our advantage that the ‘Turks 
should advance their frontier up to the Leuven, ax then we might be able to induce 
tiem to make quite secure ayainst Russian aggression the Wazna position, and any: 
ranch Tine that we might construct through Wazia into North-West Persia to join the 
Russian lines ultimately would be quite secure where it crossed the frontier, 

‘The Turkish movement into Mergayvar would be part of the same aggression for 
rilitary purposes against Persia but as shown it is at Wazna that the most important 
advantages would be gained and the best route seeured. 

(Sigued) -F. R. MAUNSELE. 















only a reversion to 
principle of dividing 
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(2201) No. 92, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edivard Grey.—(Received January 22.) 


, Tehran, January 8, 1907. 
I HAVE the honour to state that His Imperial Majesty the Valiahd arrived in 
‘Pebran on the Wu ultimo. For some time intrigues hind been carried on in the 
Palace, chieily by the Shoa-es-Saltanch and the Minister of the Court, to prevent his 
departure trim Tubreez, and there were good grounds for believing that the Shah 
who is much attached to the Shioa, favoured. the latter's eandidate to. the throne, 
was certainly supported by the reactionary Palace clique, yho hoped with bis assist 
to destroy the Assembly and establish their own ascondeney. They bad not, however, 
money enough to pay the troops, and were imable, oving to the re of the 
Sulrivam, to obtain possession of the proposed advance promixed by Ei 
Russia, and moreover the Shoa’s unpopularity eclipsed even that of the Vali 
his part dill not fail to send conciliatory messazes to the popnlar lenders, s0 
Known that the English and Russian Legations would refuse their support to any 
reactionary movement and had already acknowledged the Valiahd as the legitimate 
successor of the Shas 
Asa co 


tnd more serious turn, and the hopes 
whiel 


iloctor hail given rise to gave place to the conviction 
t y's days wore numbereit, the Show's party collapsed, anil the Shak was 
induced to order the Valiahd to proceed to ‘Tehran, “It is stated, and gencrally 
believed, that the latter, in order to works on his father's sympathies, represented that 

his Tifo was in dan at Tabroes, 
i ‘ay possible after reveiving the Shah's orders the Valiahd started for 
irin, leaving "abrece on tho Hth December, He took with him all the armed 
horsemen he could collect, 100 in nunber, and most of his Persian suite, OF the foreign 
members of i, only , the Breneh veterinary surgeon, accompanied the Prince. 
Foot upon etween M. Hartwig and myself that in ease of the Shal's 


Gvath the previous precedents should be followed and the Russian and Ey 
should a 


hearing of th 
earrings fo Moi, Ste Wrath 
revived no ansiver and telesrayh T applied to 
M. Hartwig, who informed me that he thought it uimecessary that the Consts should 
accompany thie Valiahid, asthe Shaky was still a Tconeurred, and so. inforned 
Mr, Writistiw, M. Hortiig at the samo: time sending eorresporuling instructions to his 
onsite Whe fatter ina toh 0M. Hartwig: asserted, contrary to. the facts, that it 
wis not til Me, Wratislaye ed his instructions from me that he had applied at 
the Russian Consulate thy information tentions, T have § nod that 
a Russian officer vt Ue Cossuek Reg ‘who had been dispatched 
to ‘Tabrows fone wontli: befor, necampanied the Valia Journey, with the cavalry 
uatd which he hail \d who were armed with Russian rifles and ammunition 
supplied from the ii about 40,000 routes, 

Conversations hit taken pice in October between M, Hartiig and myself with 
regard to the advance whieh, as agreed on in May of last year, the two’ Governments 


ike i cose of the Shah's death, in order to facilitate the 
taintenance of oyder, 


M, Hartwig informed me that a sum of money hail hoon supplied to the Russian 
Bank at Tabree in onder, if necessary, to supply the Valiahd h the means of 
proceeding with a snitablo guard ty 'Telran, ‘The Valialid approached Mr, Wratislaw 
with regard 10 this matter, and suggested that the English Bank also should make him 
fan advance in case of nevessity. T informed the Foreign Office of this application, 
with M, Hartwig’s knowlede, anid received the reply (on the 20th October), that there 
“could, of course, he no question of giving the Valialit money before the Shah's death, and. 
that the matter need not he mentioned to the bank.” Tica subsequent telegram (ith 

vember) you informed me thata sum would be placed at my order at the Imperial 
Bank imme dialol yon the death of the Shah, and T was authorized to inform my Russian 
¢olleaguo of the thet, although Tyas not to mention to him the conditions as to the 
interest aud secusity 


Under these circumstances, I informed M. Hartwig, in general terms, thet I would 


1b 


bbe in a position after the Shah's death to make the specified advance. He informed me, 
in reply, that he would bear this in mind, and that, in the meantime, the Russian Bank 
had been able to provide funds for the Valiahd’s journey. 

a matter of fact the Valiahd drew cheques on the Russian Bank before his 
departure for 170,000 tomans (about 33,000/,), and as a delegate from the Russian 
Bank met him on his arrival at Tehran, it is quite possible tlnt u further advance may 
have been accorded him. 

‘he force with which he first started was soon increased by horsemen from the 
numerous villages which belonged to him on the road out of Tabreez, and it amounted at one 
time to over 4,000 men, ‘The reason for this meastre of precaution was probably the rumour 
that his brother, the Sal Dowleh, had collected a large force of Lur horsemen in 
the neighbourhood. of Burujird, with which he intended, as it was believed, (o cut off 
the Valiahd from ‘Tehran, tunately, however, dissensions among the tribes and h 
own rapacity prevented him from taking action; and when the Valiahd arrived at 
Tehran his escort amounted to about 450 men, of whom 400 consisted of the force 
under Captain Khobaief’s control, In addition to this force, 300 Cossacks under 
Russian officers were sent out to meet him, aud were “échclonnés” along the road leading: 
to Tehran, 

Valiahd’s avsival, and THis 
Tmperial Highness instructed the Mi fa i nform the heads of 
Missions that he would receive them separately in_siafls according. to. their 
Aiplomatic precedence. The Director of the Ruisian Bank, however, presented himself 
on the first day of recoption, and before his own Minister, and was accorded a private 
audience. 

‘he Valiahd's language to myself and to the members of Tis Majesty's Legation 
was most friendly. 1 studiously avoided polities, but His Imperial Highness, of his own 
accor), made two very friendly allusions to: the new Assembly and the Parliamentary: 
régime which his father had sanctioned, 

M. Hartwig informed me that hie had also restricted himself in his frst audience 
to gencralities, but that in-a second and private audience which has been accorded him 
Le hat strongly urged the necessity of increasing the sum of money allotted (othe 
maintonance of the Cossack Brigade—a demand which Colone! Douglas tells me is fully 
justified hy the facts, 

With’ regard to the political sympathies of the Valiahd, Thaye Tittle to add to the 
information already: supplied hy Sir Arthur Hardinge in his despatches Nos. 125, and 
140 of the 10th and 98rd June, 1905, They are wndoubtedly Russian, Me has spent, 
his life in a town which could at any time bo occupied by Russian troops, and inn 
province ton great extent under Russian influence, Io speaks Russian himself, and 
has placed his son aud heirunder the care of a Tussian tutor, He his reveived constant 
pecuniary advances from the Russian Government, includiny a loan of 100,000% 

whel decoration of St. Androw was algo conferred upon him, On the 
flier hind, there is reason to Velfeve that on his necession to the throne tho will revert 
to the traditional poltc y and make some attempt to hold the balances 
even between ourselves and Russia, Shortly after his arrival he sent me a message to 

© that such was his intention, and he expressed the hope that he might be able to 

e directly with the King in the sme manner as he hiud for some time been 

myuvinicate with the Emperor of Russia, 1 understand that Mix Majesty 

hans sraciously complied with this request, and that the Valinhd has. expressed his 
gratitude and satisfaction to his entot In reply to the Valiahd’s message of 
ion, Tstated that T quite understood that he 

ations to Russia, and that he would haye 

nl to his relations with this: Legation, 

t that when he 


Ina subsequent interview with the Nizam-cs-Salta T learnt from him that the 
Valialit was grateful for my message, ant that since his arrival at Tohiran Nie lad seen 
the necessit nterest. oth nil authority, of asserting his 

the impression that 
ign Sovereign. think it wel i 
in the backgronnd, and Ehaye not applied for a. private audience, which T think 
arouse Russian susceptibilities and would not lead to any useful result. 

With regard to the Valiahd’s attitude towards the constitutional movement, he has 

‘been careful to express his sympathy in the most open and formal manner, and although 
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‘The Assombly is nob fully constituted, as only a few of the provincial Members have 
arrived. ‘There i. zood deal of opposition among the local Governors and, in some 
eases, reluctance on the part of the electors or the Delexates 
Up till now there have been no reaular rules or orders of the day, ‘The Members 
sit on the floor in a citele, the President at the end of the room before a low desk: the 
great Mujtehieds, who are always present and take an active part, though not Members, 
sittin, opposite. Any Member way speak on any subject, and a conclusion is rarely 
arrived nt, ‘The publié are admitted into the room where the debates are held, and are 
allowed to jufernupt and even to speak. This inonvenienee, however, 4 being 
ly diminishes. On the whole, order is well maintained and the proceedings are 
anil 
Mie ol ets oF disenssion have been the Bank Charter and the Constitution, 
AS tlio first action taken hy the Assembly was to prohibit the foreign loan, it heeame 
its dty to provive funils for the Goverument, ‘This it was proposed to arrange for by 
the establishment ol'a national banks, for which popular subscriptions were invited, ‘The 
subseriptions which pre promised, eannot be converted into cash withont some definite 
security. whitch Tt is-hoped ty-irovide by means of a chatter. On this subject discussions 
Wit tile Government are. still proceeding, Owing tothe coneassion for the isne of 
banksnotes possesial by tho fuperial Bask of Pers is not available; anil 


roveniios, or a mnont is still nexotiating with the principal 
merchants anil the question i4 still unsettle 

A nyer portant question was that of the Const . Until the Constitution 
was formally aecepted by the Government nothing could be done, and there 
‘vay i constant fon of disorder, Le was rumonred that the Valiahd was hostile, and it 
was certain tHat the Court party would do-all in, its power toiprevent. ti 
giving his signature, was consequently a great relief when one of the p) 
Mujtolits sow w latter from His. fy ng in the most formal man 
the sinisti dy 
Members waited on. and reported that hia language was most conciliatory, He was 
now Regent, and appointed a Comittee to represent the Government ant discuss with 
a Committee nominated by the Assembly the whole question of the Constitution, An 
agroelnont was arrived ot and mode known to the Assembly, When, however, it 
appeared Hit there was to hie « second House, of which the Government Had the power 
fo nominate the majority, there was a yrreat outery, in which the President's personal 
onchiy anil rival the Saaized=eowloh, took a leading p ‘Phe Prosident was insulted 
sind Tilly ageonted a hearing, aud, with some of his frienily, retired from thie Assembly. 
and exprisseit his inter nf resigns, 

Te wits hudieved, and 1 think with some reason, that certain persons who were 
interested iv the Dreak-np of the Assembly had: freely expended money to instire that 
Fosult, aud their tacties Were for some time suveesstul. But an appeal was made with 
Succons to the patriotisn of the Members, and the President was indueed to withdraw: 
His resignation. A compronise wis at list arrived at, aud on the Ist January the 

in the Assombily: with tle Constitution iu his hands, sined by the 
1 litnselt, whieh amid a seene xreat enthusiasm, was solemnly 
real toy shue \ssenbly: al the pli 

‘Whe Assouisbly hues this pissed. through the first staxe of ity existence, has prevented 
the foreign advance (whieh was by its terms designed to be the preeursor of another and 
Jorger loan), and hay obtained the signature of & Constitution giving it the control of 
the fininers of the Goverment and a general right of supervision over Gorerument 
Tusinoss, It lin survived a determined attempt to desttoy it by internal dissensions, in 
spite Of the fact thay some of ity Morubers,and at least one of the chief priests, hail been 
‘gai Phy ils eniies Its strength is not so miueli in itself’ ax iw the determined 
patsiotisn of” a certain aumber of persons who their will on popular 
sentiment, whieh i iy too powerful to be ne de Valiahd, who is the grandson 
of the only tea! statesman posswased appears to 
up his miu, in spite of hic versonal predilections, te join hands with the 
and ty pat himself for a time at any mate, at the herd ol 

i m fore is by na means favourable to ithe Assen 
al hy wstrong fear of foreign influence and control, and itis zenvraliy bi 
tit i<sure ty break down sooner or later, and that in 4 year or two the 
inlil will Ho able to fallow the ‘example of the Sultan in his relations to his Parli 
ment, But, so far Lean ovly record the facts which appear to prove that the popular 
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movement possesses, not only cnergy, but the power of self-restraint, and that the Ruler 
of the country has found it wiser to obey than to oppose it. 
. T have, &e. _ 
Gigned) "CHOI SPRING-RICE 


Inclosure in No, 35. 


Memorandum by Mr, Charchill. 
Summary of Proceedings of Persian National Assembly, December 1906 to January 1907. 


Saturday, December 8, 1906 


chietly devoted to discussion resurding provedire of interpellation 
‘of Ministers. Sa d-Dowlel wish 
of taxation in Khorassay 


Sunday, December 9, 1906. 


Sitting lasted from 230 (0.630%. —_ 
Lotter was written to Prine Ministor asking for presence of Finance and) Rorefgn 
Ministers, or their representatives, to answer quostions: former on ‘Puesiay, latter: on 
MN ation of Condiation hensgOt ep, antl was deciiled to. send. a deputation 
of Mombors to the Prime Minjster during the sitting, ‘They retumed ab 4°15, and 
reported! that they waited on te Prime Minister anid ie Minister of the Conrt, who 
assured them of their good-will towards the Assembly and of their desire to obtain th: 
Shali's ratification of the Constitution, but that the Sha was vot ina ft state of 
Health for the document to be subinitted to His Majesty, Minister of Court: promised 
to submit i as soon as the Shah, reeovereil he suldod (hat he himself nd alvaniced 
450,000 tomans (90,0001) to ti verument, and as avaiting the Shah's recovery to 
cttle his own account. rahe i 
Brea eDeeAsNaarea a nOlnet aT want ma CoACEN tera sare bg FOIL UL OF 
the Assembly, and if $0, the Members not consulted, 
Tad had several interviews With the Sadr Azam on the subject, 
in consitliat in they liad recognized the urgency of paying the soldiers, as 
they were being urged to take sanetuary in the Loxations. 
(Tivo members of the Russian Legation were present.) 


Tuesday, December 11, 1906, 
A representative of the Finance Ministry ys fe 
result was attained, ns he was not ina position to give muel informatio 

‘Phe President proporel to appoint to Comivissionis, composed of from five to seven 
persons cach, to inquire into the procedures of Justive aut Finance, with a view to 

ing: reforms. 

With regard to-the fatornal foan :— ' 

Saad-ed-Dowleh said: “Tam informed that the toan operation had been concluded 
bofore the Assembly was formed, and the Government referred it to the Assembly out of 
respect. Now that the Government is propared to borrow ftom the people, if delay 
should ocear, and the nation shoul not take stops to carry ont its part, the Government 
will he obliged to borrow from abroad. é : 

‘Whe President: * What can the nation say when it is uot propared to come forward 
with the capital for its own protection ? 


stry yas present and was questioned, No 
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Saad-ed-Dowleh: “The nation was first willing to give this money, without any 
Yelurn, in order to assist the Government, Nov the people fear that they will disburse 
the money without a returs, while the persons who acted as intermediaries between the 
nation and the Government have yiven money to the bank, and, of course, want the 
money, and are confident that it will not be lost. Tinguiréd at our last sittin con- 
cerning the souree from which the money is drawn which is being paid to the troops. It 
became apparent that they wanted to take the money from the shareholders of the bank, 
who refused, and did. not give the nation’s money until the Sadr Azam gave them a 
definite assurance; and that was given ont of his own personal money, which had. been 
taken to the bank, and not from others, AS the importance of this question has been 
lost sight of, it is my opinion that notices shiould be issued and statements made from the 
pulpits in order to rouse the people; and the provinces should also he reminded and 
asked for help. ‘Mie Princes and wealthy people should also be urged to assist, and 
notices should be sent to them hy the bank, 2 

Soveral persons said that as soon as the Constitution was signed every one would 
subseribe, 

Sand-ed-Dowleh: “The money ison desposit with the merchants, and will not be 
given until the Constitution is signed 

Abul Hassan Khan; “Tai certain that the people are waiting for the Constitution, 
When it is signed the money will be fortheoming, 


(The American Minister and two members of the British Legation were present.) 


Thursday, December 18, 1906, 


‘The Mujtelied, Agha Soyed Abvtullab, who is not a Member of the Assembly, 
‘opened the proceedings as follows: 


“Teis clear (o every individual Member of the Assembly and to others that the 
people gave tele souls tor the Assembly a ils in the palms of their 
hands in order that Moslems shoud have ji inning the number of the 
enemies of the Assembly was great; but now, praise be to God, they are very fem, and 
their power ismall ; hut still they occasionally seize an opportunity to pour salt on. the 
fire, ‘he Deputies of our Assembly are all, praise be to God, zood men, hard workers, 
‘who know their duties and are nnprejudiced, and until now no evil or undesirable word 
haw heen spoken against the Princes or Ministers of State in this Assembly; therefore 
the accusations brought against the Assembly are due to treachery. Yes the Assembly 
Why has such and stictia place been looted, and why docs oppression exis 

such ond sneha provinee, and why have they been guilty of such and such an evi 
decd? ‘Phese remarks do'not coneem a particular individual. Te ix evident that a 

nye notion must be exposed, ‘The object of the institution of the Assemby: is even 
this, OF course the Deputies are well aware that this Assembly is the means of drawing 
togetlor the Government and nation, and after 1 nition of the Assemby the 


division between the Goverment and nation was completely done away with, and exch 
1s. wellowisher of thy other.” 


After making the above statement, Seyed Abdullah, addressing the Deputies, 
sail: 


“If you have teard that any Deputy thas expressed an evil word about any one, 
sais 


All present denied this, 

Mirza Aul Hassin) Khan (Shiraz): “Should one of the Deputies point out that 
$ypression exists in the Province of Fars, the Governor must not take it a personal 
aintter.” 

‘Phe proposed National Bank Articles vere then read and discussed, ‘The six 
proposed Articles run roughly as follows — 


1, Shares in the National Bank may be acquired by all Persian subjects, but 
forcign subjects will not hie allowed to participat. 
2 AMI the revenues if Por 
wild 
8. The bi 
aid foreign, 
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4, After the expiration of the Concession of the Imperial Bank of Persia for the 
issue of bank-notes, the Concession will be given to the National Bank, Z * . 
5, The bank will have priority, on equal terms, with respect to the construction of 
‘ilways and roads. 4 
é ‘The bank will have priority, on equal terms, with respect to the working of 
‘mines, 


‘Saturday, Deceniber 15, 1900. 


ed Mohammed the Mujtehed, made the following remarks :— 


y, you must pot in order the internal affairs of your Assembly, so that the 
prskcber incite ‘tefvened in Broper oner, A tnbune should He made, 40 that 
any one making a speoch should doo from there, “Every one eould then eas and 
understand. ‘The diseu ‘of the Assembly are now observed and commented upc 
everywhere, both at home and abrond.” 


the Ni r i ienssed, ‘The prineipal point 

‘The National Bank project was again read and discussed. ‘The p 
Hated was ax to whether or not foreign participation was to be allowed, Tt was 
Race arent manatee permitted to take shares, for 
turkey and. Indi excluded. A 
on vas made that an agreement should he made with the foreign Powers, con- 
on ting. th my oreien subjects should submit all questions arising out of their 
it ik to Persian jurisdiction without foreign Consular interference, 

‘ate was reported as follows in the * Olficial Gazette” :— 

Mohammed Ismail urged that the. Mohammedans of the Caueasus, sho had shown 
their sympathy with the national cause, should be allowed to. participate in the 
Nations Kk. e rf 
ara Erondent said (Mn ent bo alowod onl if forolgn sibject vers amen fo 
Persian jurisdiction as in other eountries where foreigners were amenable to the ordinary, 
4°" schuminod Tonal sid they: need not go into that question butshould havo the 

giving foreigners shares in the ba 
Seer Mal Elasan Khan sautuntts dat aaa tation sharen mt ho allotted to 
the Moslems of the Caucasus, anothior tonth for the Moslems of Turkey, and yet another 

nth for the Moslems of Indi A 

wea AMohimed Tsaaicousidored that one-tenth, would suice forall foreign 
Moslems. If Arrangements and ‘Treatios were male, the Moslems could then take 

‘oilierwise they would not be allowed to do s0. i 
eae Mle Ties) aid lunteyone eauoUran sula(gal nQoorcerand in leexc io “otlicrs 
through commercial affairs of this kind, It was not therefore desirable to allow foreign 
Part foin-elcTujjar-safd that if the foreign Representatives agreed to special Gon 

regarding jurisdiction in matters concerning the bank, there would be no 
objection. 


nnday, Deceinber 10, 1906, 


Jt was suggested ty Depaty that the provineial Deputies shoul bo alloyed 


i avelling expenses, ‘The proposal was negatived, and it was agreed that 
a ea DRITNEAL aed traveling ‘expenses would have to be borne by the 
puties or their constituents. F 
ere Const waa Hs Gubouaea an ReCOnES was made to the attitude which 
the Crown Prince (then on his way to tho capital) wax likely to assinne towards the 
Assembly, Seyed Abdullah, Mutjtehed, then read a letter addressed to hin by the 

Vatiahd, whieh ‘ran as follows :— 


inquiring after your noble health, 1 trouble you as follows I hear that You 

have r eae from Tabriz saying that the Valiahd is against public opinion aud 

docs not accept the Council granted by Tis Majesty the Shah.” Firstly, 1 take oath by 

Imighty that this report is quite untrue and without foundation, 1 pray to 

jeuce for the prosperity of the Government aud the nation, so that present misery 

may be done away with, Secondly, I take oath by your ancestor (the Prophet) that T 

have not sent any emissaries to the holy places, You understand that if 1 had sent an 

‘emissary it will not remain a seeret and will become known, Why should 1 be against 
fi717] 





this opinion and object to the prosperity y 

this opin hjeet to the prosperity of the country? Thirdly, T am surprised th 

you ould ave such an opin of me and phce conidonce in the letter ete 

Do you hot Know the seltsinterested persons? ‘The present ease is a trifle, ‘They will 
ke a tlousind measures of this kind against me. Why should you believe them ? 


Trequest you to let others ki i 
You to let others know that these are accusations agains : 
answer to this letter. No more trouble to give you. PD ee 


‘The reading of this letter caused considerable im ic id ef sil 
‘4 Member moved that all should pray for the Tilia whieh gan ddan Bane, 


Tuesday, Decenter 18, 1906, 


‘elon woes re dro Mazandran asnouneng the election of Deputies 
Agia iusein, Burujirdi complained bitterly of the oppression suffered 
{he inhi: of Dara aC the Bas Mt the Governor SalarertDooleh (the Stale 
On), Sonic oxeltoment was eaused hy: the energetic protests delivered by th 

vo telograms were read, one from the Mstetis at Pal notice frm 
Eoagret sing Lue Aaaemityvent CLERAGIRAI APRA Spa eee ccna 
appraved, 

‘Whe Adilross of the Assembly: to the Crown Princo syns read 

t 0 the Crown Princo was read and approved. 

AC thiieataies af this jroevcil sl Aint, theeNtajoliod pntere, adore 
one Whe Mujteled immediately embarked on the subject of anonymous pam- 
pilots guinst the Assembly, whieli are distsibuted at night, We said s— : 


Appropriate ‘replies. were drafted and. 


© \ve complain bitterly of the action of some persons unknown, thieves of human 
and vefiizton, who fave fll ew with Eiarinitc ont uatiteca sas 
ann Hi tinve AIG the glace Gith revolting amphlets on gclatine, IF yor, 
He ed fe nything to say» come to this 
xsl it; Have the courage of yo 
opiniai Jou ining oF wdtue to. ths Louse, and prove your won... o> pe 


Ly answer to a question, the President said that letter had i 

; in, the iit. a lotter had been received from th 

Foruiyil Minis announcing: the dinissal of the Vall of Bagdai nif of 

Korbel in eonneoton wih tho Kerhel outag pip ae 
{ns proposed to clact sonne of the Members by ¥ 

she nmauoge to alec some of the Membors by vote fo present the Adres to 


(Sever menihers of the Hritish Legation were present.) 


‘Thursiay, December 20, 1906, 


It was proposed to select a Committes of Mi 

rane 0 geltet a Conmittes of Members to report on the finance 

Muelve Members were vanied by tlie President, out of whieh alx were to be chosen by 
it Members voted, ani the following were elected :— 


esl ma the Naa the effect oy the national school there had 
wg the Coat at heb yo any, tn aoe 
ST a ce oe geen SR gees ee 
Pe Peale i nevalens attitule, ‘One of the hers : ed. to the 
Re ae eee Neca cee 


“Tt is apparent to every enlightened yerson that the progress of every powerful 


Stale in the world has been br 
and nation, and these conditions 
institution of a Nations 


ight about hy a true bond of inion between the State 
i annot be acquired or strengthened excepting by the 
Assembly, which is a source of strength between the State and. 
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nation; and now that, God be praised, His Imperial Majesty the Shah has granted the 
Foundations of this Assembly to the nation, T also am ready with all my heart to assist 
in the furtherance of this object, as I have been from the outset. For the progress of 
the State [ ean see io means more favourable than these foundations. Tt is desirable, 
Moreover, that the Assembly should give its whole attention to the matters with which 
it has to deal, and should employ its utmost care, energy, and endeavour, inorder to 
remedy evils, and that it should spare no pains in carrying out its duties.” 


‘Dhe Constitution was again discussed, and it was stated by the President: that, in 
view of the attitude of the Crown Prince, they hoped to receive it in a few days 

‘A letier was read from the Musculian pupils of the American Mission school at 
‘Tehran subscribing 150 tomans to the National Bank, 


Note-—The Shah's Tescript, appointing the Valiahd Regent with plenary powers, 
was issued. 


Saturday, December 22, 1906. 


a Soyed Hassan (Tabriz) made an important spe with the pro 
ceedings of the Assembly, which he considered irregular. He said s— 


4], ‘That the Members did not come in al an appointed time, and that when diss 
cussing matters the proceedings were not at a far, and thint their diseassions had 
2. That the presence of the prov bers was very necessary in onder that. 

all parts of tle country should be represented; 

415, iliat Ministers of the Cox should be present in order that questions might 
be put ta them, He desired to question the Foreign Minister resperting the Kerbola 
outraxe, but that it le to do 05 

1 that the Constitution should bo signed without any further 


ident, in reply, said (hat in course of time things would be placed on a 

nore satisfactors footing; but that, as the Member for Tabriz had pointed out, the 

fication of the Constitution by’ the Shah was most urgent, and that everything 
depended upon it 

‘The two principal Mujteheds spoke of their visit to the Crown Prinee anit of his 
benevolent attitude towards the Assembl 

‘X telegram was read from. Kernsin, addressed Uy the Governor-General Firman 
Firma to his agent, instru him to pay’ 10,000 tomans (2,000L) to Haji Amin-uz 
‘Zerh for shares in the National Bank, and promising 5,000 tomans (1,0001,) more alter 
the New Year (20th March). The money ssas paid over in bank-notes, 


Sunday, December 28, 1900, 


‘Who Constitution was discussed, Saad-ed-Dowleh stated that the Government had 
raised (wo important questions which were the source of the delay -— 


1. The poner of the Sovercign to dissolve the Assembly, 
‘The formation ofan Upper House or Senate, 


With regard to the latter question, the Government proposed that the Senate 
should bo composed of sixty: Members, of whom two-thinds should be appointed by 
the Government and one-third elected by the nation, He added that he had 
waited on the Crom Prince, who, he felt convineed, was well disposed towards the 
Assembly. 

‘Whe WArey Oil Concession was nest Sand-ed-Dowleh said that a 
Commissioner was appointed by the Persian ‘at « salary of 6,000 tomans 
G,000L) aeyear to see that the terns of tho Concession were carried out... The eon, 
featonnaire lial engaged to employ natives au to observe certain other eonditions,, but 
the Commissioner was not aware of the nature of his res| ponsibilities. He should be 
Instructed to come before the Assembly, and if he had failed in his duties his salary 
should he reduced. 

‘The question of the meat supply of Teliran was discussed, but no) decision was 
arrived at. 





‘Tuesilay, Decenber 25, 1906, 


‘The only question before the Assembl 
© the Assombly was the Constitut i 
alu Whe Grand Visiers son) atone, ou ann asenone Coes 
onstitution with twelve Members of the Assembly, including Tigciee 
Constant ly including the President and Saad 
‘The principal points under diseussion were -— 


1. he power of the Sovercizn to dissolve the 
2) ho lirmation gt taSengions ee Smee aad 


expel @remaiiler of tle Members, the Mujteheds, and the spectators assembled i 
Capecation of the peting at 3 rat’ Consilerable feration as caused by the’ non: 
appearance of the President and the oflicr eleven Members, who were stil cloveted. with 
mkt eprte ik a treaha farted a 220 at and he Pset 
soon heenine clear that considerable aGnesten aust he ke othe Praia 
accused of takings the side of the Govornmient, tnd wm noisy scene alowed ts 
resident was nol eating, cand, Sant-olsDowlelt supportien gould ree 
allo futher tiga he elases tn Conttaion nx ment hye Geoce 
Tent. Tho Mujtehel, after ts » ndjoi Waall coateriob Win baal 
Flornel toh Assnbly aul joined the atiek on the President hn; 
attempts to make: himself heard, offered to resign, and. left 


‘The proceedings Insted from 320 until 7p. i 

Seated Dowie il Cs ate bjt Dee ue Guan a 
said thal forty of the Mombers announe ir intenti Psbould the 
Prositont Wo 0, ahil eventually ewes indeed Sry 
Mujteheds and the majority 
bofore the noxt sit 


ion hy the 
amner Uhings were readjusted 


‘Thursday, December 27, 1906, 


‘The three following jorsous attended o r i 
hres falls: sons attend on behalf of the Goverment to continue the 


MushirteMulk (Grant Visior’s son 
designate); Monyed-en-Sittl fer Mista 
ate); Monga ch (ex-Ministot in Merlin), 
Uetoaite Mle Amal Cie eee ican gs Atl he condeted aay 
Utes te oles all adjournod to a separate room to which the 
Mie: sitting lasted from 2°15 inti M 
ho Assenibily held ont for as Earn 
saul two-thirds elected by the nation undertal 
este nb pout not be dissolved during th 
ithe Representatives, thoigh ineliied to compro 0 
dace all wots thth twenty lest embers Bator atlstManate 
0 Ye ontinated ment, Ths waters were left whee 


Htaneh (Minister in London 


Saturday, December 29, 1908. 


telegrams from the provinees relating: i ic 
Hon ol Mashed Alshihanensuiavel causoieant weenie 
Was agains discusseil. MushirsuleMilke sid that the sesult of Thursday's disehecton heat 
Iwin report to he Cronn Peneey elie Ine been aon tet 
rameal wae hy the Aste wll regan (othe Bey Whieh il Dd 
‘oxpress views upon it, but not to allel it without ite t of ye ie ‘th 
Fexatl (othe Sovate, thie Crown Prince a bal ae 
shoul be eleotad by the ation and hal 
Yoted on this yan ani IC nas aereet ae ke eat 
the Fesull vas mails known, « commotion 


we Members 
we Assembly 
Soa alter 
eit hy some of the spectators who 
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protested against the acceptance of these terms. ‘The President ordered the suppression 
TFthe disturbance, and warned the spectators that they would be turned out if they 
ied to give trouble. 
‘The sitting lasted a little over an hour. 


‘Sunday, December 30, 1906. 
‘The provincial elections, aud the general procedure to be observed, were discussed 


at some length. 
One of the Members severely criticized the postal administration, and Saad-ed- 


Nias, though that zentleman’s name was not actually: 
preferred to eall gross mismanagement, rather than 
hat many things had to be done, but he would 

nis views until the Constitution was actually on the 


the Valialid that morning, and 


Grand Visier in person. 
‘The House rose at 415 ., and the Members and the spectators waited some 


time longer, but the Constitution w Ti was, however, announced that it 
wold be signed bofore the sitting of the following Tuesday, ani brought to the House 


on that day, 


‘Tuesday, January 1, 1907. 


|-Mulk, and several other 


‘Tho Sadr Azam, accompanied by his son Mushir-ul 
nd formally delivered the 


important officials, attended at the Assembly at 2°30 1, 


Constitution to the President. i 
‘The document, which ‘as dated the 0th December, bore in the Shah's handwriting 


the word “Correct,” and was sealed by the Valiabd and by the Sadr Azam, 
Tt was read out by one of the Deputies, and was listened to by tho Assembly and a 
very crowded audioned in respcetive silence. 
‘At the close of the reading every one cried: ‘Lang 
Valiad!” “Long live the Sadr Azim!" and, * Long th 


tive the Shab 1” “Long live the 
ve our Clergy!” 


A brief summary of the Constitution has been translated and is appended, 
(Signed) —-G. P. CHURCHILL, 
“Acting Orientat Secretary. 


Annex. 


Summary of Persian Constitution, signed December 80, 1006, delivered Co the Assembly 
by the Grand Vizier anid read January 1, 1907, 


ARTICLE 4, Lower Iouse composed of 162 Members, which ean Ue inereased to 


200 in case of need. 

“Anlicle 5, Members cleeted for two years, to commence on date when all Members 
of provinces are ready at Tehran, 

There shall be General Blections after two years. 

Article 11, Members must take oath of fidelity. os 

‘Article 19. Inviolability of persons of Members under certain conditions, Members 
accused must be tried by the Assembl 

Article 18, Proceedings of Asser! 
special newspaper. 

‘Article 16. ‘The laws will he made with the approval of the Assembly, 

‘Article 17, The Assembly will haye the right to propose laws and will sond them 
to the Senate for further discussion, 

‘Article 18, All matters pertaining to the Budget and all proposals of the Goyern- 
ment in regard to financial matters will be carried out with the approval of the 

ai H 


bly to be public and account to be published in 


































Persia, who will provide the money 
Whether or not these promises will be carried out 
probable that the Government or the Assembly, in face of the 
violent popular opposition which now prevails, and the new rights granted by the Con- 
tution, will apply fi tice’ which, under the terms of the contract, may have to be 
repsid inl year, thus necessitating anotlier and larger loan. At the same time I venture 

the joint loan, whieh iS an outward and 
Visible sign of an understanding between England and Rossia, should remain open in its 
present innocuous form of suspended vitality. 

















Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 





(2207) No. 87, 





Sir C. Spriny-Rice to Sir Rivard Gray.—(Received January 21. 
pring. uy. y 


0. 8.) 





Tehran, January 3, 1907. 

4 Consul at Shiraz a copy of your despatch 
inclosing » Memorandum from the Persian Legation 
veand to criminals sho hud sought his protection, —T 
jish me with any observations which he might wish to 
cd by the Persian Levation, and T have the honour to 
reply aud Of a further de iT have addressed 





1 PRANSMUPTED to Mis 3 
No, 161 of tho 80th October Inst 
complaining of iis notion: with x¢ 
requested Mr. Grahame to 
mak womplaint Lod 
herewith copies of hi 
on (lie su 
















th 
(Signed) 








IL SPRING-RICE, 
Tuclosure 1 in No. 87. 
Consul’ Gratinine to Six C, Springe Rice, 
(No. 95.) : 
Sit, 
1 AVE the hi 
Noveinbor Inst 


Shi 
nour to acknowledge recefpt of your despatelr 
ws cover to a despatch, 
Mujests"s Principal Seerotary:of State for 1 
by the Persian Representative in London in respect of my aciion with reference to 
cortain persons who Had taken refiigo in this Constilates 

In returning the despatch above referred to, Lhave the honour to transmit to you 
(iu Cripliente, as roquesteu) 

1. An extinct from the + 
statoment uf the two ea 





December 6, 1906. 

2 of the 17th 

fo. 1GL of the 0th October last, from His 
a complaint made 

























hiraz News” of the 16th-25th July last, containing the 
d Salat; (2) Haj Abbas Kha 






is Majes 
iving cover {0 the # Shiraz News” above mentioned. 

4,5, 6, 7. Copies, in Bnwtishh on wresppondence between the local 
utliorities and myself on the diva eases abaee mentioned (five otters), 

. J piraphitnse of the portion of Mr. Grant Dui’s telogram No. 46 of the 16th 
Angist, 1006, having reference to the ease of Haji Abbas Khan. 

0, Asupplomentary statement regarding the two eases above referred to, and a 
subsequent aniloxzons ease. 

Perusal of these papers will show what 
(retingees) aceuse ty 
Tiislameanons, 

Vind considered that it was my: duty: in thie ¢ 
in this Cousulate:to use my: best endeavours {0 obit 
their guilt was proved to 
siilinit for consiteration tha 
which bas iven rise 10 
London, is the only one which could iy a moasars 

In this connvetion T venture to cite the three fi 
fas practised in Shiraz: 





‘é 





















attitude as Teen in eases of # bastis 
the local authorities (or their imilerlings) of crimes or 








of persons who had taken 1 
n for th iy trial, an, until 
~ Evould 
authorities, 
wy the Persian Representative 
uke that object, 

a wees of Persian justice 









the procedure rejuestud by 
he. complaint. formula 
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1, Tn January 1904 9 Persian printer took refuge in this Consulate, stating: that 
Alu-ul-Douleh had threatened to cut off both his hands. A “farrash” of his Tixeel- 

actually entered this garden to arrest this man, His offence was that he had 
rinted a notice of the office hours of this Consulate, (Please refer to my despatch 
No. of the 8rd Januar 












refiixe here agi 
a charge of thett, 





Thave, &e, 
(Signed) GEORGE GRAHAME, 





Inclosure 2 in No. 87. 


Extract from the * Shiraz News” of July 15-28, 1900, 


ABOUT mid-June to youths (freed slaves of Sultan-ul-Hajieh), named Surour and 
Saauat, took * bast” in the Consulate, alleging. that. they were being persoeuted by 
“irrashes’ of Salar-ul-Silta fora helt whieh they had ot committed. ‘Mr, Grahame 
thom to Nasr-ul-Douleh (in the absonce of Salar-ul-Sultan) for inquiry, and was 
to understand that it was not they. but « younger brother of theits’ who was 











in the Consulate, 
next day. the 
Ainvinig decoyed @ woman, Th 
Tas replied in writing that le i prepared! to soud 
panied by the Consulate munshi snd n * fareash,” provided a safes 
conduct be given anil no violence used to them, If the aecused be proved guilty to the 
satisfaction of the Consulate, Mis Majesty's Churgé d'affaires 10 Ue requested by 
telegram to permit their surrender, 
‘The Karguear his addressed a further note. pressing for unconditional surrender, 
and animatverting on the action of the Consul in sheltering evildoers, 





the accused, acco 




















Tnclosure $ in No, 87. 


Consul Grahame to Mr. B, Grant Duft 





Shiraz, July 26, 1900, 
WITH reference to eertain « Dastis," surrender of whom unconditionally has been 
demanded with some insistance by the Joeal authorities, I am confident that: you will 


approve my action. I understand that his Exeellency Ala-ul-Douleh is greaty incensed, 
anil lins protested to Tehran, 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 37. 
‘The Karguzar of Fars to Consul Grahame, 


Gtk Jamad I, 1824 (July 9, 1906). 

ORDING to statements made by Seyyid Mahmoud Talabeh to his Excellence 
General of Fars, persons called Saronr and Saadat have stolen effects of his 
cited below (here follows detail of some clothing, &e.), and some time ago went to 
the Consulate... You will certainly not consider it permissible that persons charged witk 
this conduet should place themselves under the protection of the Consulate, It is 
bhvious that the bad results of such action will not escape your notice, If it is agreed 
‘id his due should seck asylum in the Consulate how much trouble 
f) persons aecused of theft, and in view. 




































of th 
expulsion from 
presence of his 


and Sarout anit Suwdat, | 
‘as may be in necordance with the real merits of the ease, 





Inclosuure 5 in No, 87, 
Consil Grahume to the Karguzar of Fars. 


July 10, 1906 (7th Jamed 1, 1324). 
pt af your letter No. 44 of the 16th 





TTAVE the honour to acknowle 
Taina (Oth July). 

Mrth neaaal 2. the representations. made by you about Evo persons called Sarour 
and Sadat, you are no doubt well aware that Lam precluded and excused from driving 
‘out a person who may have taken asylum in this arden. Persons who come in here of their 
Own {ree vill must only: leave of their own free will. Further, in the very days when the 
two persons ame here F sent thom to his Excellency Nasr-ul-Douleh, and was given to 
derstand verbally that these tio persons are not themselves guilty, but that they have 
fa younger brother who is accused of theft, and he is at present in hi ‘After this 
Atatemint one of these two, parties became a groom inthe Government stables, that they 
Tyalit not be without moans of subsistence. In view, however, ofthe friendship existing 
Hotween his Excellency the Governor-General and this Consulate, T am prepared to send 
tose two persons, necompanied bo the liead-servant of the Consulate, to his Excellency’s 

enenee, that an’ inquiry may be made into the question of theft, provided that his 
lixcelleney be good enough to xive me a writing that no one will molest or do violence 
to those two persons on their way to or from the sitting or at the sitting, and that they 
he sent back the same day with the head-servant, whether guilty or not. z 

TFit beshown and proved to me that they aro really guilty, then perhaps thefr a 
may be settled by some arrangemont or device, 








































SS 


Tnclosure 6 in No, 37. 
Const Grahame to the Karguzar of Fars. 


Shires, July 9, 1906 (20th Jamad T, 1924), 
WITH reference to our conversation of yesterday, during which you requested me 
on the part of his Hxcelleney: Ala-ul-Douteh that a person named Abba’ Khan, who took 
refuge i this Consifate the day before yesterday and whom T understand to be accused 
of misconduct, should bewiven’ up, although Tam precluded: by old establisted eustom 
From expelling by fores from this zardon any one who has taken refuge here, still, as T 
do not Nish this place to Uecome a resort of thieves and evildocrs, T am prepared to send 
this person to his Bxeellen al, accompanied by a“ fatrasti™ of this 
Consulate and hy Mirza Keilan Khan, the Consulate munshi, in order that an inquiry 
may be held in jresonce of the latter. ‘ 
T would, however, expressiy. request that his Bxcelleney the Gi 
good enough to gi 
the maj 























emor-General be 
‘c mo a writen assurance that, neither going nor coming, nor during 
Shall any one use violeuee to him, ond that he will be seut back the same day, 
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whether guilty or not guilty, to this Consulate. Further, should the result of the 
inquiry show to the satisfaction of his Hxeelleney and of the Consulate Representative 
that this party has been guilty of any serious offence I will then refer to the Legation 
by telegram for instructions, Kindly assure his Exeelleney Alaul-Douleh that Tam 
personally most anxious to afford facilities in furtherance of the ends of justice. 














Tnclosure 7 in No. 37. 
Phe Karguzar of Fars to Consul Grahame. 


Lat Jama IE (July 23, 1900), 
T HAVE made myself acquainted with the contents of your reply letter of the 
17 Famad I (10th July) in regard to Surour and Sadat, and in ansiver L have the 
honour to state that, in view of your expressions of frie xecllency the 
Governor-General and the desire verhally expressed by you for the furtherance of his 
Execllency’s objects,it would be well that at thi ‘you should send these two persons 
accused of theft without objection for inquiry anil satisfaction of the opposite party, Tt 
is obvious that his Exeellency the Governor-General would not consider itsuitable to order 
fan innocent person to be punislied betore expianiation and revelation of the facts of the 
ease, and if their fault should be clear it is certain that you would not wish that 
they should not be punished inorder to put a stop to the objects (of others) in future, 
‘This cannot be denied that these two men went to the Consulate acewsed of theft, and 
if they had not of themselves had some special object they would not have gone there ; 
and in view of the accusation it is regrettable that you should accept him as a servant 
in the Consulate, and considering the endeavours of his Bxcelleney to maintain order 
locally: and on the roads, it is very strange that you should delay to send these two men ; 
and, further, how eould you be content that Haji Abbas Khan, who is aecused, according 
to the local report, of unseemly offences, should not be punished if it be true, and as to 
gaestion that whether icuilty or not he should be sent back to the Consulate that 
request instructions from His Majesty's Legation, you will no doubt agree that 












































you m 
jin view of your kind offices both manifested and intended, and of other duties performed 
by you, that this matter is far romoved from established practico and duties, and you 








are aware that if every one to zain his unlawful private ends resort to the Consulate, and 
there be business of this sort, liow much trouble there will be in future, and itis certain 
that until the offence of these men be clear they will in no wise be troubled, and if this 
accusation against them be justified they must’be punished. I would request you to 
seni me these two men to-day that an inquiry may-be held, and both parties ‘spared 
further trouble, 











Tnolosure § in No, 37. 





Consul Grahame to the Kargusar of Fars. 


Shiraz, July 25, 1906 (8rd Jamad II). 

LAM in receipt of your letter No. 47 of the 23rd July, 1906 (1 Jad IK 1324), 
regarding the youths Surour and Saadat, accused of theft, and a certain Haji Abbas 
Kian, accused of misconduct, and I will not hide from you that some of the expressions 
eontained in your letter have caused me regret—eg., that I am delaying in this 
matter, I must point ont that if there is a delay in holding an inquiry it is caused by 
the Governor's ofcials not having: yet furnished me the written guaranteo roquested in 
my letter No. 472 of the 10th July, without which [ do: nob consider i permissible to 
send for examination persons who have taken refuge in this Consulate, 

‘You further siate that my action in this mattor is ‘far removed from established 
practice and duties.” T certainly did not expect such language from the Karguzar 
fwhen overstepping my duties in a measure, 1 had purposely, with the greatest 
promptitule, offered facilities for inquiry, and. undertaken, if the accused were proved 
faulty to my satisfaction, to request permission by telegraph from His Majesty's Chargs 
‘FAdaires to give them up for punishment. 

I profit by this occasion to repeat to you, for the information of hit 
Ala-ul-Douleh ‘and yourself, that this Consulate since 1 haye been in office has never 
sought, an does not seek, to shicld evildoers from due punishment, nay—I. have 
fecquently pressed on the Fars authorities the necessity of punishing culprits, 

For instance, in the matter of the forged cheque on the Linperial Bank of Persia, 

















Excalleney 
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iftyou wil refer to my letter No. 454 of the Srd uly (20th Jamad 1) Claim No. 33, 
Fon will sce that T expressly requested the punishment of the offender, but although 
“att tie eewell known, T have not received from you any notice of 

fing Ween taken against him. 
senerotls eases of slaves, whose manomission has been requested by 
wunttways demanded that the persons concerned in the traffic in 
n accordance with the terms of the Treaty, but, in these 





proceedings hi 

Further, inthe 
this Consulate, TMi 
slaves should be punished 














ficeo: pwns, athouzh six persons have been free T lave never vet hear! of any One 
Heing punished, on the contraryy {ean hear witness that the authorities have 








iid have, in some cases, delayed over a year to grant 





shown the reluctance 
Tebters of aninuinission, 

i theciae of Haji Mubmnmed Mehdi, assaulted, as ho asserts, in Mis own house, 
ii thet amorous eomplaints of the Qasids (messengers) and that of the telegraph 
Fine mncgaulted Uy Fitssay-i-Wabbab and in the cases of ME, Venezinn's servants, my 
reyeate recat for tie punishment ofthe offenders have Des constantly deferred, oF, 
Ferre cates, entirely overlooked, or, in others, such ‘answers: have been given as we 
‘eannot find the offender 

T liad expected that his Paceltoney the Gov 
thanks for the huelitios which 1 s0, promptly off 
n the terms of yours: now uniter reply 

Tn any: ease, ! anust explicitly inform yow that T do wot cousider it my du 
thongl, Tan. to alfonl his Bxcelleney proof of my sincere desire to assist him i 
toni le ellorty tovenforee order in Fars, to act otlieneise in thexe two cases than T have 
lienterl in my previous letters on this subject, 

T would. yasticularlycequest you to bring this note to the attention of ‘his 

Eatelleney, that tere mnay beno room for misunderstanding. 


















or-General would have expressed his 
‘al, not that you should adress me a 





























SS 


Tuclosure 9 in No. 87. 


Parophrase of portion of Mr. B. Grant Duff's Pelegram No. 46, August 16, 1906- 





IF Saji Abs Khan iva Persian sibjent not eonmecte with Consulate, and, under 
eusion of broking lav of Islam, our interference is not permissible, In such ease 
‘you shoul leliver hint up to Toeal authorities: 











SSS 





Tnelosure 10 ind 


Supplewratiry Statemen 








{P4118 ease at Sirony anal Soadat remained fh aheyaneo after the 16th July. Ssroue 
gnc nthe serview of the Const tlt November, when he Ith ais ene a 
THe lrotliee Siiadnt did not remain permanentty in. the Consulate, but came frequently 
Ayan Fan in ii has appeased: Soyyid Mahon, anthor of the 
o ucaiist ths lls 
Haji Abs Khia porsmaed (re T aftersarts 
cc aiokis tain inthe Consulate gariten on the 

that date, 
Aihas At the hoginnt 
0/4 servant tv the Consalate, took ret 
this hau avs wens Uy bis * farrashes " 
sviil fink to his Eavelloney aecompanid 
Jaytow wight be permitted to nssistat the 
shwuld he sont back witha atatemient to thik feet, on te 
forall Ha ote for junishiient. Hix Exeelteney assented to this procedure, but 










il) hy the Karzuzar, who it 
i July, Heft. the Consulate 

















af Soplombor a man called Abbas Ali brother 

‘Macal-Donfels having. sent to say that 
rahame 
that the 
nd guilty, 





















sl races 

‘Mig aman was foonad guiliy of beings drunk wail o€ drawings a Knife in 

Ite Wis lanert over as geval, Tt was reported tothe Consulate that a Ih 

Dored droll bis wuateisanil astring put ching them. He wa then tel thre 

waa 
is 












public resort. 
le Was 
the 












Excelloney was sald ty have openly declared that he punished the culprit thus 


Because he lind cone to the Consulate. 








ee 
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Inclosure 11 in No. 87. 
‘Sir C. Spring-Riee to Consul Grahame. 


‘Tehran, December 24, 1900, 

[ HAVE reevived your despatch No, 95, relative to the complaint of the Persian 
Governrienton fhe subject of your action with reference to certain. person’ who had 
fiver refuge in the Consulate, and have forwarded a copy to Sip Baward Grey, 
ritheapeet to sour request for instructions for your guidance in dealing with 
cases of sash s nature in the future, Kaye no doubt that these will be receivell in due 
fourse from the Secretary of State. 

Tn the meantime T have to observe that these 
according to your diseretion, ‘The general princ! 
Avare, that His Majesty's Government have no Fight to 
Dorsons who are neither British subjects nor in British emply ‘imply because they have 
Riken refuge in premises owned hy the British Government. olivions that should 
txchrary course, be followed, His Majesty's Representatives in Persia will have to. 
a contr the dutics of Adlocate-Gencral forall persons who conceive that they have 
grievances against their awn Governments, Should, however, ersian subjects take 
Srfage in your Consulate, there is no objection, after fogulting, ite the ease, to your 
refuge im Mate and. nofieial communications on the subject of such persis to the 
aan ere authoritios, but you should be careful to explain Doth to the nether and 
Hocal Pera? tes thal your action is not ofeal, nor taken. in| your ofcial character as 
British Consul 

TW Aneorard to refugee slaves, you should follow strictly the procedy aid down 
in the instructions, and if charges of theft are Drought against them, you should explain 
iat your netion with regard to them isnot intended to shelter them from the course of 
justice. 
 cnelusion, Tivould remark that inorder to be of gervice to British interet, 
is Majesty's Consular Representatives must evidently bo on 45 i poils terms as possible 
ree Mos opal authorities, and with this olject in view should Himit as fay 0 possible the 
dare tchich they feel ealled on to, interfere. Interference, ts likely. be more 
cane i baldom excteied, and if confined to enses in which it i clearly justified. 
Team aware that under the unfortunate circumstances of the last two st in 
Shire, W has licen inevitable that conflicts should arise Detween the Toca authorities 
Shiraay i Mand my observations ae therefore of a general nature, aud are NOL Lo be 
derstood with special reference to the cases quoted. 


&o. 
(Signed!) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


ses, when they ariso, must be settled 
fos to be. observed “are, as. you are 
interfere olficinlly on behalf of 























































{2208} No. 88. 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived Jnwary 21.) 
(No. 9.) 
Sir, Tehrany January %, 1907. 





‘The German Minister has taken steps to secure the lease of a house ab a, rent 

school which is aboutto be instituted here 
for teaching the German lang All probably be on the lines of the German 
seliool at Constantinople, fed. by the German Government, and a 
‘Shieh Turkish pupils as well as Germans are educated 

‘With regard the German Bank or branch of the Deutsche and ‘Dresdener 
Danks which is to 4 the financial delegate who is 
Danks Tc te Peon the financial and commerei] situation in Persia wil shorty 
fo study and ep >"German Minister informs mo that, at present, i appenns ta, Ni 
arr usiaipal scene of operations of tho bank, if if oven exist, yi Pe in South: 
spaisia, it conuection with the Hamburg shipping line recently’ established. 

Ti ae plain that there is no room here for a commercial Dank, tun 9m ‘commercial 
Jines, if not supported by the interest on loans to the Versian Government, But itis 
also plain that the new ‘National Bank will be in want ‘of foreign assistance in the 
also iain janagement, as also of European advances and. oo-operation, Ot posses 
{herexclusive right of concessions throughout Persia, and no foreign, group will be 
aa aire Tegve to conduct industrial operations in Persis without its co-operstion 


g77] K 
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plaster have appeared, giving an entry to rain, 
‘onstructions has also been damai 
disintexrating effect on thom. 


pienel® #0 vali at the west ond of the bridge, but clear of i, are fling to 


‘The cut stone masonry supports over which th 23 pas: leve 

in the arches of the Aa us Se base eels ened eras 
‘hose are old (vice Mr. Parry's Report 

forwarded over the 

1904), and T do not 

Tam 


The plaster on the tops of these 
iged, and weather in the long run will, no doubt, have 









y dated Tspahan, the 80th September, 1903, 
retary, Political Department, India Office, dated the 13th May, 
ink they are increasing. No signs of faults in the foundation are 
i clined to think that these eracks probably. developed soon after 
construction, due to the outward thrust exerted on the uprights by the arches and the 
weight of masonry they carry, before thie mortar had set. Ido not think there is any 
‘cause for anxiety, 

The Brick Bridge at Dupulon—The main structure appears sound, What 1 
previously reported as timber shoring, on closer inspection appeared to be the remains 
of the centering used in construction, and left in siti. 

‘The cobbled surface of the single arch which rises in the middle has been destroyei, 
and a narrow track is cutting deeply into the brick work of the arel pair. 
‘he guard walls on the approaches on both ends of the bridce ha 
and want replacing, expecially on the north side of the east approach, 

General Remarks. I inetose an approximate translation of the Memorandum which 
Thave sont to the Ikhani, from whieh a fai the state of the road 

















his wants repair. 
n broken down 




















va of fact tists is not half-a-mile of the road between Shalamzar and the 
init Valley whieh doos not require repair or improvement, but to write in this sty 
to the Khans would he worse than isslese He ating eo 


Tam not hopefil of any very: substantial improvement being mad a 
cararanseran, Several cneunstanees militate agai iS nate tthe toad oF 

The Khans do not know what a road for transport should be, and are perfectly satisfied 
as Tong ay Ln ‘ean make: helen way up and down without breaking their nec! 
‘ ley have no one qualified by attainments, nor, more important, hy charact 
intrustod with the supervision of the work : yseesctarles) 

‘Thor spirits shown in the management of the caravanserais and supplies, Bach 
earavanserai ix firmed out for a yearly sum varying from 140 to 200 tomans, ‘This 
‘amounting to abont S40 tomans, together with the profit of the caravanseraidars, comes 
atirely out of the pockets of outside muletecrs, who are compelled, even when there is 
shiolee, to buy from tho carnvanserais, Were the caravanserais” habitable and. the 
fystem of supply liable this would not be such @ hariship, but the reverse. is 
ho case, 

‘The Kh their profits from the earayanserais as promised by 
Salar Arf in July, but no cure for the radically u Rey anny 


1 satistactory system of supply i 
to he looked for under the hugger-mugger condition of a Bakhtiari ‘dinialstrations ca 


_ Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) D, TH, LORIMER, Captai 
His Britannic Majesty's Vice-Consul for 












































rabistan, 

















‘inet have nat been able to propare the translation refrain paragraph 2 in 
DIL 
[2210] No. 10, 
Sir C. Spriny-Rice to Sir Edwarc eye ceived January 21 
ars ipring-Rice to Sir Biward Grey.—(Reevired January 21.) 








anita Tehran, Januar, 
WITIE reference to my di of the 7th November last. 


tho propostl for the irrigation of the Karun Valley, I have the honour to inform ye 
thal the Netherlands Minster has agin spoken Taubon lheautyeee ce cate ee 
Ww has reason 40 Dy 


itself in tho project, and that it is 1 
hyinted, that an agroom 
Viatel scheme was complete! 





















should be assured 
non-political and 








a7 


i i ling any, and that British commerce would 
ited to take their ehare, ineluding Germany, and that I 
De admitted to ie material would be transported in British ships. | 
Prone mfaded him that I lind already stated that: I was without ae saed 
remain ee aaent desired information as to your views, they stiould apply dire 

eS eee a a ritah Leeation, If it-was desired to secure British 
orefeipation, overtures should be made in London to Messrs. Lynch, or any 
T house interested in South Persia, or, in general, in schemes for 








other commerci 

ear ys operation of the Sheikh of 

fed that he hind already secured the co-operation. ¢ ht 

Wo eat of the Mouin-ut-lujjar, is Telia Agent, as well as ie friendly 
‘tude of the Persian Government. 

atieade remade inquiries a8 to thellatter 












tion, The Monin-ut- jvy informs 
Jovernment will consent, to intrust 
nn Company: She intends 
and assistance of a for xin 

a ie control, although the Duteh 
advance to the Persian Government on the seeurity 
hoped to derive from the proceeds of thelr work when, 

















completed. Thave, Xe. 


(Signed) CECIL § 





PRING-RIOK, 








(2212) No, 41. 
Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received January 21.) 





(No. 13, Confidenti Tehran, January 4, 1907. 


ii i y cresting despatch which 
to transmit herewith a copy of an interesting despat 
he Hono io Mfajenty Consul-Genctal at Tabroey, reporting on the 
hat place, and adding some notes on his entourage. 
Thave, & 





Sir, 

I HAVE 
1 have receive 
Yaliahd’s departure fr 








CEOIL SPRING-RICE, 





Tnclosure 1 in No. 41. 








Consul General Weatislae to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 


Goats Confidential.) Tabrees, Decenber , 1906, 


i i fal Highness the Valiahd 
in my telegram of this. date, Tis Imperial Highness the. Val 
ace iiehe Jiran, We took with him all the armed loenen he cael 
Tmber, and most of his Persian suite, Of the foroign members of it « 
ae ee rns icenalr ra terinaey surge, ‘ceumpanied the ene tho Fa finer 
lowing with the Anderoon at the end of this week or finding their way sing! 
A eee nate Hake Care tho Honour to fnslone Memorandum giving some 
he various members of the Valiahd’s entourage, : 
ase enlay Hs Tmperal Highness ad 8 very coral error embers 
of the popu Committes, Indeed, where botl sides are so sincerely than til see 
last ot one another, the parting could hardly be other than frieutly, | ‘The 
beter theo ninittee that ‘they must cistern aati aa sn ebro Re 
‘mm know all their wants, and the Committee, with equal hypocrisy, boxed the Valin 
suaet ate yn with them to be their beloved Valiahd. To-day the bazaars veie 
‘closed, in order to give the population an opportunity of speeding the parting guest, of 
which great numbers availed themselves, x 
aie ual state of the Shas health is generally known, and no one believes that 
Valiahd will over return to Tabreez, f. 
me en is Imperial Highness for the Inst time alone on the Ist instant, when he 
was most gracious, and thanked me warmly for the assistance Thad given hin in 
Realing with the ‘popular movement at Tabreez, He yoluntecred to : 
hhotostaph from ‘Teliran, and wrote me out a permit to shoot over his. preserves. 
Prenever I pleased, As { ean be of no possible use in future to His Imperial Highness, 


i717} uy 
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Agha Motiammed Khan, the founder of the dynasty, was buried at 
Slah and Moharomed Shah wére both buried at Kum and 3a 
buried at Shah Abdul Azim. ‘ 
‘The Valialid arrived from 'Tabreez on the 16th December, and was proclaim 
Rogent.a fow days lator, "Tie Shat's eseript tan as folloee ce es eee 
“Valiahd, 

__ “After your summons to ‘Tehran—although God be praise 
‘atisfuctory and we arc on the way to improvem 

sistance and the form of treatment espe te the quietness of the Im 
mind—in accordance with this Reseript, we command that from this date henceforth, 
will the full powers which you possess, you will give each day your personal attention to 
a the affairs orsints wil i of his Highness the Sadr Azam, and make 

earmingements necessary for the regularity of affairs, and inquiry into matters, and 

waities of the State, and carry them eg cena 


jef, Fath Ali 
Deen Shah was 











ised, our condition is very 
, but in view of the fet that 























was signed by the Shah on the 0th ultimo at 6 ar, Tt wa 
ialid.and the Side Azam, and delivered to the Assembly on the 





4, The National 





i Assembly, fully reported upon in Sir Cecil Spr 
despatch No, 5 of to-lay's date, was the one abisor veto blintereseclviees tres 
under review. Soyed Jemal, « prominent preacher delivered stirring adidvesses 
immense popiilar audionces fu the inosy art of the month, 
following quotation from one of his spe Tine he took up:—_ 


fhe clergy tell me that the Valiahd is in favour of the Constitution, 
that itis s0, but Tet me explain te you that no nation has rue fron hout 
bloodshed. "Take Russia as an example. You should do what the Russians did, if 
ne The Caar, with an army of 2,000,000 men, who look upon him as a father, 
a master, and oven as n divinity, hind to give way before the public opinion, and had to 
grant a Constitution to his people, You must not he afraid of your lives,” Death with 
our is better thay Ii grace, We must sacrifice our lives for our eounte 
In Russia women and children flit for liberty, Tread in a paper some time agw hate 
boy, nbout 12 years of aye, way running in the streets in one of the towns of Russia 
erying *Liberly ! Liberty ! Liberty!” “Cossacks ran after him and fired at him: The 























hes will indicate the 

































hoy rin on, though wounded, and still cried *Liberty!”” He eame to Tabpptipleee, 
the same saered word, till he was shot again, and fell 








liberty, Our spiritual chiefs tiow tell 
our of the Constitution, We have every hope that he 
nd, we will also change our attitude towards bin 








Tabrees, 


{mam Kuli Mirza is Deputy Governor ot 
te be wal ii Ha does iis best to keep things 
ferment owing to the action taken by a selappointed Asse x itselt 
“Hnjumen’" The jieople of Tibreez inauitest a no eu an Galion Geet tle 
again to the former ri would, in Mr, Wratislaw's opinion, offer’ a stubborn 
Tesistinee to-wiy attempt to restore the old bad system of it, Tio reat of the: 
comntey So miieh exposed as Azerbaijan to Russian influence, and the privileged 
aston whieh Russian interests ha the province is much resented, and to 
A less edtent secins to involve all foreigners in a temporary unpopularity, A similar 
ion prevailsat Uitnia, shore the loeal  Enjumen have th in irel 
in tet ovn thins. ‘Whe stite of insecurity in the frontier disttfets is ag bad us everssy 
Vad, indeed, that the postal ser mil “Uriah hog Hed tot 
inilefinitely suspenled, Th ft spot in the Urmia situation has. “civil 
Th iat the Kurds of var and Mergayar, resulting in the slaughter of rae 
enol ther TE Vella Bex, one of the Bezzade Chiets ir ted in the murder 
(ae Re se ge = ay noe i im to follow the example of the towns in 
Tonge Mant oth Inui tuinetakinrtee se ey 
faking it al round, ie situation in taijan is distinetly disquiet 
Dorers ov anarchy. Whings cause : i Yon le Re ie ae re Reco 
the Government ty atteipt to interfere actively, without the authority of the National 





and is reported by Mr, Wratislawe 
quiet, ‘ever, some 
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“Assombly, the whole civilized part of the province would probably rise in revolt. ‘The 
‘ordinary troops would be on the side of the people. 

2. Mr. Wratislaw is now convineed of the identity of the sovealled ‘Turkish 
soldiers” who occupied Mawana and the neighbouring villages in Persian territory. 
‘A Erench priest, who is both intelligent and trostworthy, stated that, when in Mawana 
‘on the 13th October, he saw about 100 regular Turkish soldiers, armed with Turkish 
Tegulation magazine rifles and bayonets (which latter weapon Kurds never use), and 
tder the command of an officer. ‘There was also a civilian official engaged in 
collecting taxes on behalf of the Turkish Government. ‘They informed him that it was 
the intention of their Government to keep all the territory already occupied as far as the 
foot of the hills, leaving only Urmin and the plain to Persi 

3. In continuation of paragraph 5, p. 15, of last Summary, with regard to the 
steamslaunch ordered from Germany by Imam Kuli: Mirza for navigating the Lake of 
‘Urmnia, it appears that the Russians have allowed it to pass the frontier at Julla on 
condition that an undertaking was made by Imam Kuli Mirza not to take foreigners 
fnto partnership. Imam Kuli Mirza has asked Mr. Wratislaw to obtain designs from 
England for motors to be fitted to his vooden sailing-vessels on the lake. Mr, Wratislaw, 
writes in this connection: *1 propose to apply to Messrs, ‘Thorneyeroft with this object, 
ts I presume that the risk of offending unreasonable Russian susceptibilities may be 

egarded when there is the chance of obtaining an order for a British tirm,” 








































Meshed, 


1, The Ai Dowleh is at present on his estates at Ferriman, near Meshed. In 

view of the hostile attitude assumed towards him by the populace of Meshed, he 
the city publicly, but visited the shrine of Imam Reza in disyuis 

2. Major Kennion, who was acting for Major Sykes, left Meshed for Seistan, 
where he is to replace Mr, Daukes, on the 26th November, Captain Battye acted until 
Major Sykes" arrival on the Sth Decembe 

3. The weekly reports from Meshed contain no items of importance, ‘The provines 
appears to be ina normal conditi 

















1. The reform movement is strong in Resht, and is influenced by a povverful 
association at Baku, calling themselves “fedavi’” (literally * sacrifieo"), and numboring 
from 3,000 to 5,000 persons, The name is significant, as it is the same as that 
‘adopted by the historical Persian “assassins.” "The revolutionary, and even tertoristic, 
Aititude of a section of the reform party at Resht is due to the baneful influence of the 
Baku “ fedavis.” It is reported that two persons obtained a private audience of Hajj 
Khommami, the prineipal Mujtehed, and then, pointing theit revolvers at him, asked 
him to choose between death or helping the reformers, Hajji Khommamt assured them 
that the reform party had all bis sympathy, and caused a notice to this effeet to be 
posted up in the town, Tn this notice hie heaps maledictions on the head of any person 
opposed to the aims of the new party. 

2, The elections for the National Assembly are in progress. 

3, Moin-ul-Mamalek, who first had Co pay $00 roubles to liberate himself from the 
Bake “fedavi," had to pay a further sam of 500 roubles at Tiflis, and to ive w written 
undertaking that, on his return to Resht, he would refrain from interfering with the 
reform party. 

4. A Russian enginecr has arrived at Resht, with the object of continuing the port 
svorks at Enzeli, ff is understood that he proposes to carry two converging moles out 
from Gazian and Enzeli, which would extend past the bar, “He stated that lie and his 
colleagues hail discovered the secret of the bar presumably in respect to the currents 
and displacements of sand. : 























CextnaL axp Easteny Persia, 


Tspahan. 





1, The state of the province 
‘elect deputies for the National Assemb!: 
refused to proceed to Tehran, 


fizz) 


normal, An attempt was made during December to 
Dut the member elected by the merchants 
































2 





2 The merchants hell 
National Ban 
offered. 





hell a meeting to 
but decided not to contribute, 









1, The antisforcign movement at Yeal, whi 


5 D ich had been brought abon i 
Mira Agta one of the principal Mujtehes, was uppressed by re rom Ta 

w unfriendly agitations against Dr. White have : r 
complain of paren Asunst Dr. White have ceased, ani the Parsees no longer 














Seistan, 








1, The Persian gholams on the Meshed-Sei i 
1 8 shed-Seistan telegra ow paid by 
Rassin, an not by the Persian Government ay mas forsesy the cater Pad BF 
avis: ne qiutesd Tine Neon made with regan to the seitlement of the questo 
Arising out of the riots of laxt March, though the special Persian Commissione i 
Bi) Seistan many months, pa ae oa 
3, ‘he usual fall of the Helmund River occurred during No inci 

appears to have arisen, ‘The boundary, as lid dan, seame to bo mora taa oe 
fi i i ua is concerned, though there is reason to b re the Scistanis, a stall nthe 
Whhisi-Shah frontier, are not so punetilious in the matter of grazing’ © PY On the 






















Sovrmiay Prnsta, 





Shiraz. 





we At the end of November, the cipal 

oF tine atthe telegraph ollee exchanging ewanee aa ts 
Of tho inant! situation. Tt was explained by the 4 
Toa oF 2,500,000 toms (50,0001) wa Haute requlted hy the Gea 
an that 0,000 tomans (100,000 had already boen hubseribed By them, The 
Silas msfetint wh askal to abst, kel for Sone definite sosurity, The 
ii rs versitn Hank, under a forei jirector, with a 
16,000,000 tons (3,000,000), and that of a farther internal fawn to'thee 
rampant of 12.400,00 toma 25000001) wate aio dsetved onthe wire, 
© Munlassoreed-Dowleh, ex-Gosernor of Abadeli, tool y 

 ekegraph Orie, but eventually fet of his own accord, Tie Hattites 
fhe Goseroment Anmnted Combout yao, Ne Ov accord: is Habis 

: i sil at Shiraz has been in nogotiati 
of a valuable. property, consisting. o alan dig: in' gat 
tn aoe msisti fine house stan 

4. The trouble which arose wher new: 
has cntitely subsided, Cemhedl Neuer 









Shiraz spent a good deal 
‘chran merchants on the 
chiran merchants that an 



































for the purchase 
in a garden, for which the 








Ala-ed-Dowleh's recall was announced 





Bishive, 





1. About the 8rd November 100 mule-loads of 
the four gins which are stil Tying in the eietey 
stor! ii Govemment Ramer 27? HS 


Ne first two Taunehes purchased hy the Persian Goverment in Bombay have 


Been taken over oud manned from 
i + and manned the “Persepolis.” 7 f 
stationed at Bushire and at Mohaimerah for custonne eet ne SSE eee 


5. Seventy Jows passed through Bushire at the end of No 





nition arrived vik Shiraz for 
tom-house. ‘The ammunition has been 




















y t ro ber en 
fire Co dou less, whee they intend to selte, his eiizr risa ta vedas es 
Prgeas getteutment whieh they reeeive in Persin at the hands of offeals and the 





x ‘Joys have also, for the same reason, gone to Je 
a ‘ isteportd tat tho Persian Government have appointed an ante ao will 
nae he Hunde Aben mavetion with certain proposed fortifications at Bushire, 
Thi 
24th November, and left the same day ti it 
i ber, we same day fo SI 
Vesides the 70 Jews mentioned above, Ane es 








Herman, steamer“ Savoia” returned to Bushire from Bussorah on the 


pilgrims for Jedi 
and 100 packages of gum for Hamburg, hig 
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Bombay and Persia Steam Navigation Company’s steamer “Hoseini” is said to be 
competing with the “Savoia” in the pilgrim traffic. She took fourteen pilgrims from 
Bushire and left for Balein on the 2rd, where she intended to secure the whole 
number of pilgrims waiting for a steamer to take them away. ‘The pilgrim traffic is 
not as brisk as before. It is reported that the German Company: intend sending a 
Tighter steamer for their Shat-el-Arab journeys, and a steam-laimch to tow cargo- 
Tighters to and from their steamers in Bushire harbour. 














Mohammerah, 





1, The “ Savoia” landed 700 bags of sugar and a gas pump weighing S tons, the 
latter for the Sheikh of Mohammerah. ‘The goods were all German, 
(Signed) G. P, CHURCHILE, 
Acting Oriental Secretary. 











(2215) No. 48, 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 21,) 
(No. 16.) 
Sir, Tehran, January 4, 1907. 





IT may not perhaps be ‘account of 
the circumstances under which the Persian Constitution was granted, which T have 
derived from ono of the chief actors in that event :— 


“ After the Council, in which we had arrived at an agreement with the delegation 
of the Assembly, we thought that all tho difficulties wero over, But when the delogates 
Foturned with ws fo the Assembly and announced the decision (about the Constitution 
of the Senate) there was at first/@ sileneo, and ten someone in the crowd of lookers on 
Shouted that the Assembly had been betrayed. ‘Tore was: great confusion, and. this 
extoniled to the crowd outside, and soon it was apparent that the people would. not 
feeept onr proposil, ‘There was a groat disputing among us-and among, the members 
Of the Assembly, aud we thought that the breach was too great to be healed, But 
Hain persons can from among the chief priests and Mollahs, and said that if wo 
only the fies of freedom would profit. So wo agreed to change onr 
Jorma, ant the Vaal mate no dilly in accoting what we thonght noessary. 
Ihe people, too, accepted what wo had agre nd there was no longer any disput 
So all was realy for the Shab to sigu, ‘Phe Valinhil sent the paper to tho Shab, His 
Majesty was sitting up in his chuir, and vory tired; stil he could talk and reason, 
But when the messouger came with the paper, and His Majesty learned that it was tho 
Constitution for him to sign, he said (quoting a Persian proverb) ‘the veill of the sick 
man is sick,’ and refused to' sign. ‘This was on Sunday. Tt boeame Inown. ‘Then 
Some of tho ehief priests wrote a letter in which thoy said that if the Shah did not sign 
there scould be trouble diroughont all Porsia, and that this would be the fault of the 
Shak, and that God's curse would boon him and follow him to the grave if tho blood 
‘of his people, whom God had given to his care, wore shed through his fault. ‘Mis 
Tetter reached the Palace, and came into the hands of one of the eourtiors, who read it, 
‘ho Shah asked him what was in the letter. He toro itin pieces, and said that it was not 
a letter for the Shah to hear. ‘The Shah became frightoned, and insisted that he should 
He told what was in the lettor,  Whon at last hio heard, hie said ‘Twill sign to-morrow.’ 
But somo who were there said it would be bettor to sign that night, and so he sont for 
the Valiatd and the Sads-i-Azam, and signed in their presence. When he had signed, 
lio said ‘Now T'ean die in peace.” 

























































Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 








(2242) No, dt. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 21.) 
(No. 17.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, January 6, 1907. 
THAVE the honou: to transmit copy of a private letter which T have addressed, 
to M. Isvolsky, stating that His Majesty’s Government agree that the date of making 

















































AL 
‘ notification fo the Persian Govi 


at ‘Tehran, 
Ihave, &e, 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


Tnclosure in No, 44. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Mf. Isvolsky. 


Mon cher Ministre, 


ie Saint-Pétersbourg, le 5 Janvier, 1907. 


umuniquer & mon Gouvernement le contenu de yos 
nbre (A,s.), an sujet de layance i faire au Gouverne- 
votre Excellence que mon Gouvernement 
ial qu’auenme notification concernant: In 
no serait faite qu’ un moment que, dun 
ntants Russe et Anglais A "'ehéran trouveraient propiee, 
. Veuillez, &e, 
(Signé) "A. NICOLSON. 

















commun accord, les Rep 











(2248) No. 45, 


Sir A, Nicolvon (0 





ir Rdward Grey.— (Received January 21.) 





St, Petersburgh, Ja 

E HAVE ‘te Honour to transmit herewith copy of w promenond utah karo 

seevived from the Ministry for Forcizn Affairs relating to the recognition by: tho 

pou tnd British Governments of the second son of the Shah of Persin as ‘Heir. 
T te 

to-ay’s 

















pled the substance of the Memorandum in my tolegeam No. 8 of 


_ Thave; &, 
(Signed) "A. NIGOLSO? 


On veeoipt of your telogram No.6 of the Lith i 
esa to th Evan Government, copy of which T 0 inclos 

Homing thom of the concurrence of His Majesty's Goverament in the propy 
rooognition of tho Sultan Alimed Miva as Valialil. © aa da 















Tnelosure 1 in No. £5, 
Pro-memoritl communicated by Russian Minister for Foreign Afairs, 
LE Min 





fre de Russie Teh 
Son colle WMAngloterre a été invi 
Gonvernement Persan quo tes deux Puissane 
Mls do Mohammed Alt Schal, Sultas 
6 do Valialud, ou Herit 
fe mottant pas en. 





savoir an Gonvernement Impérial que 
entendre avec Tui alin dannoneer an 
oat rites econalte le deustime 
ul Mirza, né de sa seule 6pouse légiti 

du Trone de Perse. mo jae 
: tas on doute qu'une pareille action commune de I'Angloterro ot de I 
Tassio no pourrait quo contrihuer A rafformir ontre tes dens: Puisances Taceond rai 
‘les sont en train W'établie st hienrensement es bases en Perse, le Gouvernement 
Kose’ psmanqué,deson edt de muir son Reps Ihéran (instructions 

es. 































Snint-Pétersbourg, te 29 Décembre, 1906 
(U1 Javier, 1907), 








ment of the withdrawal of the joint financi 
sliould bo sottled by a common agreement hetweon the British andeimrern Maisie 
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Tnclosure 2 in No, 





Pro-memorid communicated fo Russian Ministry for Foreign Affairs by Sir A. Nicolson. 


L/AMBASSADE de Sa Majesté Britannique a en Yhonneur de recevoir le 
pro-memorid da 29 Décombre (v.s.) que le Ministdre Impérial a bien youlu lui 
dresser au sujet de la succession au Trone de Perse, 

LAmbassalo de Sa Majesté Britannique est autoriséo A déélarer que le 
Gouvernement Britannique est parfaitement Wacoord avec le Gonvernoment. Tmpérial 
de reconnaitre le deusitme fils de Mohammed Ali Schah, Sultan Alimed Miva, né de 
ssa seule Gpouse Iégitiine, en qualité de Valiahd on Méritior du ‘Prone de Pose, Tes 
instructions nécossaires ont 616 envoybes an Ministro de Sa Majesté Britaunique 
A Tehiéran. 

LAmbassale de Sa Majesté Britannique satsit, eotto occasion doxprimer an 
Ainistare Impérial tes remoreimonts du Gouvernoment, Britannique ae la. com. 
munication courtoise et aimable du 29 Décombre (v,s.), ot ello a le plaisir Wétre 
Tinterprote des veux sinedres du Gouvernement Britannique que Vaction commune 
de In Russie etdo Ia Grande-Brotagne contribuera & raffermir Paccord entre Tos dewx 
Pnissances en Perse. 




















(2523) No, 46. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Recetved January 21,) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Socrotary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretory Morloy, 
forwards herowith, for the information of the Sccrotary of Stato, a paraphrase of a 
telozram to the Viceroy, dated the 10th instant, relative to tho question of reparation 

stan Consulate. 


India Office, January 21, 1907. 





















Tnclosure in No. 16, 


Mr, Morley to Government of India.\ 


January 10, 1907 
jolegram, dated the 7h instant, from Mis Majesty's 


(etographie. 
SEISTAN 
Minister at To 
Spring Ri 
hon suitable opportu 


Please 8 









¢ was instructed on 9th instant to intimate to Russian Government, 

ity arrives, (iat, on coniition of Innd required’ for hospital 
Deing sold to Consulate at nominal prico, and our other two demands being immo- 
dintoly complied with, His Majesty's Governmont are ready, as. graceful concession 
to nw Shab, to abandon demands for free grant of land nil for expulsion of Mullahs, 














(2565) No, 47. 
Memorandum communicated by M. Cambon, January 21, 1907, 


M, GUTMAN, Dirocteur au Caire de 1! “ Oriental Bank," et qui socoupe active- 
mont du développement des intéréts Atlemands en Egypte, annonce V'intention de 
faire un long voyage d'études en Orient pour lequel il se dit assuré du concours dos 
Léeations et Cousulats dAllemagne, qui lui donneraient leurs Drogmans pour 
Yaccompagner. 

M. Gutman se rendrait, d’Bzypte on Palestine, en Syric, ct en Perso; il 
retyouverait en Perse un officier ou ex-olfcier Ailemand, avec lequel il Gtudicratt des 
affaires diverses dont le Grand Vizir aurait déja entretenu M. de Richthofen pendant 1a 
‘gérance de ce dernier, et qui comprendraient Ia fondation d’uue banque privilégiée ot 
petit-étre un emprant, 
p77) N 















































Do la Perse, M. Gutman gagnera la Mésopotami Te Golfe Persi 
parcotrra In vallée de 'Euphrate. Bee ene hee 
Te pire de M, Gutman se 





Ja téte de la “Dresilner Bank.” 
Ambassuile de Krance, Londres, 
to 21 Janvier, 1907. 





(2503) No. 48. 


\pring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 21.) 








Tehran, January 21, 1907. 


iity’s Cousul-Genoral at. Bushiee telegraplis as follows -— 

ersional objection is entertained by Vice-Con: 

accompanying hin. on his inspection of the road, but h 

possible misunderstandings, aud he in Messrs, Lynch's 

travelled intependontty, He points out that, 
nrthier dotails by post” 
















aiterest, if he (the Vice-Cousul) 
in the position of a referee. 











[39349] No. 49. 


Forcign Office to the Law Officers of the Crown. 

Gonttoren, 
1 MAY 
Bir Bilwand Gros, 
Coumel, tog with tho paper relating thera 

‘Cho vilicinting Politiea) Rosident in the Persian Gulf (who, as you are 
Ag thie samo time Mis Mrjosty’s Consul-Gonoral at Bush ‘ vested t0 th Ge 
mont of Iniivin 1908 thal Article 32, Part VI, of Uh Coast and Islands 
Oner, 1889," shoul he amonded so ns to admit of Vieo-Admiralty eases boing tried, 

ral Uy that offecr’s Vit Assit, Mhe Governe 
diigo syproved this suzgestion, andl on the 2nd September, 
Nimssel otter to this Department (Paper (I) inviting tho eoneutrence of 
the Marquess of Lansitowne to the insertion of this amendment. 

Ih a Iotter dated the 17th September of the samo yer (Paper (Q)) this Depart 
meat alia ta Land Kanstowne bal no objection to the propesal to invest the 
Hirst, Assistant with the necessary powers, but that, in view of the abolition of 
of Vieo-Adinimalty sineo the date of the Order in. questio inaeees is 
Popa of stitution for it of smoth 
Hise fiserte f erring Admiralty jurisdiction ini 
he dst ye sig the Hane are Ot 

is Tn brid Seplomber, 1003, addressed a lotter to this Depart 
ment (per (D)) espressing their eoncurrenec Tmvpoes, ahd Jaa fuethee 
conmilnication, dated the 11th May, 1904 (Paper (E)), suzzested ‘eortnin additional 


Aamoutionnts ay the result of a tlégeaphic eorrespoiudones with the Goveramont of 


Tn view of these sugys 
favourable 
of the four 


3 Foreign Office, Januiry 21, 1907. 
stiit to ith, by direction of Secretary 
sian Coast and Islands Onder in 









the honour to 
connpanyinie 


































































ons, the moment appeared to this Department to bea 
the Order in such direct the oxporience 
of Hirt sc slug its promulgation showed to be advisable, 
anf ie eons i ¢ Porsian Const anil Talands Onler in Council, 
4 which was itself nothing but an amendment of the earlier Onder. 
Ou the L1th June, 1904, Lont Lansdowiie accor 4 letter (Paper (B) 
{o bo aldvosed Wo Mn, Athirl Grays requesting hin to draft an Onloe in renee 
siving eflet (9 thy amentiuents proposed by the India Oftee, aad embodying 
such SOF genenil application, which had heen introduced into various drat 


Onlors in Connell weerutly prepared by hiny, as might bo of adyantage in the present 


‘On the 4th Octob 
swith notos in which fh 
questions whieh 4 
the In Oflice, 





























1901, Mx, G 
called 


pears 





ray submitted a frst draft of such au Onder, 
wand altered. provisions, and raised some 
vel fo hn to require cousideration by'this Department and by 
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‘This draft and the notes were subsequently rovised by Mr. Gray in consultation 
with Mr. Hurst, Assistant Legal Adviser to this Department, and the draft Order as 
amended in the light of their discussions (Paper (G)) was forwarded on the 25th 
October, 1905, to the India Office, with the suggestion that it should be submitted to 
the Government of India for their observations 

On the 21st November last the India Office addressed a letter (Paper (I1)) to this 
Department forwanding a copy of despatch from the Government of India, returning 
the draft Order with certain further amendments, and in this form it has now been 
reprinted (Paper (1). Sia 

Tam to request that you will take the draft (Paper (1) into your consideration, 
and that you will favour Sir 8, Grey with your opiuion whether its terms are fit and 
proper for submission to the King in'Council for His Majesty's approval, 

Sir E, Groy would at the same time be glad to be favoured with any observations 
of a general nature which you m ider it desimblo to offer on the papers now 
submitted to you. 

Thave, &. 


(Signed) 7, A. CAMPBELL, 
































{2786] No, 50, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 24:) 


Sir, India Office, January 28, 1907. 
WITH reference to Sir E, Gorst's letter of the Sth March, 1906, and to previo 

correspondence on the subject. of the measures to be taken for the protection of His 
Majesty's Legation at Teliran and British Consulates in Persia in the event of internal 
disturbances in that country, Lam directed by Mr. Secretary Morloy to inclose, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign AMfirs, a copy of a telegram from the 
Government of Indi 

Phe orders which the Government of Tniia now propose to rescind were 
transmitted to the Foreign Odie, with covering letters, on the 19th May and 26th June, 
1906. 

Subject to any observations with which Sir E, Grey may favour him, Mr. Morley 
proposes to approve the course suggested by the Government of India, 

Tam, &e. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY, 





























Tnclosure in No, 60. 





Government of India to Mr. Morley. 
sgaphic,) P, January Vi, 1907. 
SHIRAZ disturbances : Your telogtam dated the 16th November last. 
Reference is invited t9 our letter, dated the 18th May, 1900, to Resident in Persian 
Gulf, copy of which way forwarded with letter of 24th May from our Seoretary in the 
Foreign Department. Keeonsderation is urge by military authorities hero of proposal 
that in case of serious disturbances small portion of troops should be sont to reinforce 
Consular guards inland, partly because of very considerable difficulties of supply and 
transport, but principally on the ground that regrettable incident might be caused, and 
further action, which we desire to avoid, might be entailed upon ws if sinall detachments, 
were dispatched oer long distaneos at fie of dsturbaueo and popular exeltement, We 
propose to rescinil orders issued by-us in pursuance of your telegrams of the 24th and 
20th December, 1905, having regard to your decision in case of Shiraz, and to your 
telegram of the Ist 19013, Tn caso of small local disturbances, troops would 
always be available, should necessity arise, for dispatch at short notice to reinforce 
Consular guards, but vould no longer be specially held in readiness to meet case of 

nd widespread outbreak, for which, excopt as rewards ports on coast, they would 
lable, Consideration abore mentioned should guide Resident in the exercise 
of his diseretion, but it might be possible for him, under Legation instructions, to 
support Shiraz from Bushire. 1 should be glad to know whether you concur in proposed 
action, 

Repeated to Tis Majosty’s Minister, Tehran, 





(tel 









































































[2962] No. 51, 


Sir G. Mackenzie to Foreign Office —(Received January 26.) 





28, Great Vi 





chester Street, London, 


Dear Sir Cliartes Tardinge, January 25, 1907. 
Con END ances Of letter havo adresse to Sie THugh Barnes oF the Tadia 
Youneil, somewhat similar, but with one or two important additions, to. the one T wro 
yout in October last, ? a ieee eae 
Sir Mugh is a personal friend, and as 1 understand he 
Department in the Couneil, T thought it 
quarter also, 
Taye no personal pecuniary interest 
matter to he dealt with further by: the Imp 
was at the annual mvcting of the Transport C 











[ he represents the Foreign 
Uesirable to ventilate the subjects in that 





nthe ‘Transport Company, and s0 leave the 
Bank of Persia, whose representative T 

mpany. 

Yours d 


(Signed) GEORGE $, MACKENZIE, 











Inclosure in No. 61, 


Sir G. Mackensie to Sir H. Barnes. 





28, Great Winchester Street, London, 

e January 21, 1907, 
% polities and the special interest. T 
n thos induces me to address you regarding the 





Tarnes, 
Knowleilze you possess of Porn 
Know you have always taken 
present position there, 

As representative of the Bank of Persia, 1 recently attended the annual meetin, 
of ie Persian ‘Transport Company, one-third of the eapital of that Company. belng hel 
by the bank, and: the remaining: two-thirds by the Bupbirates and ‘Steam Nayiga. 
tion Company, there hein no other sharcholders, pert 

‘Hho ransport Company grow out of the Concess 
rin originally held by: the bauk, and which they atone tin 
selling to a Persian, no doubt meting for Russi, 

st of the Roreign Office 1 intervened, ‘Th 
ysemients concluded whorcby the Buphrates aut Pisris Si 
Dureluiyed Uh bank's Concession, and formed the ‘Sit now exists. 
Ulli Majesty's nit has Long. Wee to the political and commercial 
impostanee ot supporting any reasonable effort. for the construction, of roule ae 
Southern Persia, as is evidenced by the aetion of the Foreign Ofice in 1874, when L 
mene the route from Mohammerah to Typaban, and urged the opening of tle lever 
Karun to navigation; and again in 1885, when T was in nogotiation with. the Porsicg 
Government, with the full kuovledge aud approval of the Foreign Olfce ani Tlie 
Oiice for te construction of a Hight line of railway from Moliamuerah vik the Valley 
of Ge Diz to amadan and Kermanshiah, the records of which are no doubt. availabia 
in the India Ofice; and then aan on the formation of the Transport Company, 

The object these negotiations T novd not say was to “pox out ourelaga” and 
So povent Tussia from obtainiuy: a monopoly: which would practically force the, Britice 
Hosition Ick to the Persian Gul littoral, therchy closing the trie of the Gales 
4s, as has beon done at Batoain and on the Caspi 

Since tliose days: the netive 
the present position more 
Russian aulvanee fron the north, alone. 
oniselyes anil Russia sind the ad ‘a new $ 
peculiarly opportine for the recon 

iereial question. 

One of the clauses inthe ‘Careo-¢ 
i} that when the Bazilad seetio 
en chain the right to place 


























for roall construction in 
were on the point of 














sale as prevented and 
am Na 












































in Turkey and Persia renders 
we hall to guard against the 
bg at present existing between 
iow Shah ronilers the present time 
of this most important politieal and 


















-German Railway Convention is so astutely 
of the line comes to be constructed Germany 
‘in unlimited number of steamers on the ‘Tigris, which 
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would prove the death-blow to the position we have held for so many years at Bagdad, 
and which forms the real base of our sea-borne trade in South and South-West Persia, 
Should we remain indifferent to the consideration of the subject, I greatly foar 
that once any other foreign Power obtains a foothold upon the Bagdad-Kermanshiah— 
Hamadan route to Tehran it will be difficult, if not impossible, for us to retrieve a 
position which I believe can now be secured at but comparatively trifling effort and. 
cost. by utilizing the agency of the Euphrates and ‘Tigris Steam Navigation Company, 
and getting them to extend the Concession of the ‘Transport Company by adding to it 
the road from Hamadan and Kermanshiah to the Turkish frontier at Khanakin, and the 
construction of the road from there vii the Dizful Valley to Abwaz and Molinininerab, 
whieh, too, would render the important Persian trade passing through Bagdall indepen: 
dent of Turkish control or dues. 
Should the opportunity present itself for demarcating our sphere of influence in 
Persi is to Russia, L trust the difficulty experienced with the Congo State in 
British Fast Afriea through adopting a strict line of latitude may be avoided, In Persia 
the 34th degree of latitude appears to serve the purpose, but, on reference to the map, 
you will observe that such a line just cuts out from the southern sphere the very 
important trade route from Bagdad, while, too, it would have the effect of bringing the 
Russian sphere beyond the comparative desert track which separates the northern and 
south-western provinees, and bring her on to the fringe of the fertile lands in the 
southern 5] 


























Tspalian road, is in my view the suitable and’ reasonable 
meeting point of the British and Russian ‘spheres. of influenee, If a point be taken on 
the Turkish frontier, from which a line running, say, 30 miles north of the Bagdad~ 
Kermansba=Hamadan—Tebran road would run to Kum, and thenee drawn across the 
Great Salt Desert to its intersection of the B1th degteo of latitude on the Afghan 
frontier, this would give us all re need trouble ourselves about in South nnd Southe 
West Persia, as well as protecting the route vil Seistan to Meshed, 

om year ao a Germni had te Concession for tho Kamuan-Kermonslah road; 
but I belidve it has long since lapsed, and we ought to endeavour to anticipate its 
revival. 

‘To widen the base of the ‘Transport Company it vould be necessary to bring in 
other shareholders and increase its capital, and this could only. be done stiecossfully by 
the Government. granting a small subsidy, ‘The obstacle which may be presented by 
the Treasury migiit, in the first instance, be overcoine by. increasing the existing 
Bagdad postal subsidy, which inerease could he specially ear-marked for the ‘Transport 
Company, and this, again, might fully be provided for by bringing in the co-operation of 
the Persian Goyernment, they bypothecating the now aiid increased customs revenue to 
be derived from extended grain cultivation and export, besides the great increase that 
‘would rapidly be effected on their existing customs and land revenues, 

Tan: on the most friendly and intimate terms with several influential Persian 
‘Tebran, through whom T could easily oper 
undue suspicions, if only T felt that we m 
Government, 





























at 
informal negotiations without arousing 
it rely upon material support from our 











gland in upholding the territorial 
independence of Persia would best further British and Tussian commercial intercats 
alike, while it could not fail to strengthen the political, financial, and commercial 
standing of Persia herself 

As regards our commercial interests in Persia, I may mention that in 1885 the 
tonnage of British steamers ealling at the Persian Gulf ports aggregated 67,088 ; in 
1895 it ruse to 167,220, and in 1905 it reached 182,180 tons, while the’ foreign 

only reached a total of 7,260 tons, 
T inclose a rough sketch map for ready reforence,* illustrating the routes I have 
referred to, and showing their bearing on the general question, 
Yours, &o, 

(Signed) GEORGE 8, MACKENZIE, 




















77] 
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[2911] No. 51%. 


Treasury to Foreign Office.—(Recetved January 26,) 
Sir, ‘Treasury Chambers, January 25, 1907. 
IN their Totter of the 31st October, 1906, the Lords Commissioners of His Majests 
‘Treasury suggested certain principles which might regulate the settlement of accounts 
etwroen the Indian and the Tmperial ‘Treasuries in respect of expenditure (mutually 
aggrood to) on Diplomatic and Consular services in Porsingand in paragraph 4 they 
proposed that tho claims of India payable in 1905-1906 and in 1906-1907 should be 
dealt sith on these principles co far as tho additional expenditure involved had received 
ion of this Board, But their Lordships did not then deal with vat 
ich a Schedule is inclosesl) for increased expenditure in Persia wl 
t before them, at tho instance of the Indian Government, hy your 
Fiment sitice 1904, and to which sanction has hoon withheld, pending the result of 
‘unoflicil discussions a6 to the general question of the growth of expenditure in Persia 
and its incidence, 
how directed to inform you that on further o 
propired to accept as a charge against Impori 
Of such of these proposals as Have already Teen carried into’ effect, but. they invite 
Secretary Sir 1, Grey to consider, in conju Mr, Socretary Morley, whether, 
in presint nsiances, it Ix noeossary to proceed with the remainder of these 
































idorition my Lords are 
funds one moiety of the addi 




















‘question whether, in thi 


not be practicable and desirable 
to effoot in the near future a substantial reduction in tho existing establishments in 


Porvia, amd thereby to lighten which they now involve upon the 
rovontios aliko of India and the United Kingdom, ‘Their Lorilships would be. glad. to- 
Teevivo an expression of Sir E, Grey's views in die course upon the subject generally. 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) G. HL. MURRAY, 





the pra peigyot 














Inclosure in No. 51°. 





sary Sanction has heen hitherto withhel 


‘Sciepute of Proposals for Expenditure in Persia, for which Trea 


Recurrent. 


i 


‘Total Cost. 





Sabjeet. 





20 0 
210 0 


Assistant Consal at Seistan 








‘Second Asistant to Resident, Bashire 


= 82 
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‘peal, Bara 


subtitutioa of an Indian for a native officer 


Terease of Consular guard 
mth 


‘ermansbch Consulate (temporary arrangement) 
General increase of Convalar guards. 


Accommodstion for Conssl at Kerman 


‘spaban. Tocreaso of Tniian escort. « 


Kerman, 
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Joa of extain proposals for increase st Bander Abbas and! Arabivian. No farther communication 


‘Department. 


appears to have reached this 
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[2980] No. 52. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received January 263) 
‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to th 
Secretary of Stato for Foreign Mfrs, and, by direction of Me. Secretary. Moses, 


forwards herewith, for the information’ of the Secretary of Stat mh 
telegram to tho Viceroy, dated the 2st instant, relative tothe Scatae Gueee 


India Offce, January 26, 1907. 
Inclosure in No, 52. 
Mr. Morley to Government of India. 
(aeweanhic P. India Office, January 21, 1901. 


JOR'T of His Majesty's Consul, Seistan, Your telegram dated the Tih I 
Substitution of ten Sowars for infantry is approved by His Majesty's Government, 








(3221) No, 53, 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 28,) 





THE Under retary of State for India presents his compli its to 
Scorlary of Stato for Foreign AMfaits, and, by diretion ot Mtr, Seomtary Moree, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of Stato, a paraphrase of ¢ 


fologram from the Vicoroy, dated the 27th J i ° 
a oe) Y, dated the 27th January, 1907, relative to the Meshed— 





India Office, January 28, 1907, 








Tnclosure in No. 53, 


Government of India to Me. Morley. 





(elegraphic.) P. 
MESIEED-SEISTAN 
‘Your tele 

and Consul, Sei 


Janiary 27, 1907, 





raph 
n, dated the Sth instant. We consulted C nsutl-General, Meshed, 
hy telegram on the 12th instant. Following are their replios:— 


om Major Sykes :— 


sive Porsian control over both lines, with only Porstan officials 

terminuses or with minimum number of clerks of both Powers at eee ee 
gil provided Russia is prepared to act in good faith, In order that 

be prevented ns much as possible all instruments should ho out of line 




























2, From Captain Ki 


A “Should suggestion of Constl-General, Meshed, in wi 
impracticable, T suguest that we should! adopt any schon 
instired that officers of one Power shall not have access to lin 
by the other, ‘There re two alternative arrangements th; 
possible, 
“(L) Use of Possian office, bot 
foreign Powers, 

(2) Establishment of neutral offices to be used both by ourselves and Russians, 


“ Maintonanee of separate battery and insteuments by Ix 

fenanee of o battery nts by both: Powers would 

open to, objection, Presence of British signallers, to fomain in ollie while tice 
oceupiel hy us, yrould also be necessary, wherever Russians have them,” 























ntermediate and terminal stations, by both 


























Following are my own views 
1, That since large expansion of traffic must follow linking up of Tine with 
Russian and Indian systems, cost of second wire on Seistan—Meshed line is justifiable 
commercially, as well as on the political ground that it will give us equal control with 
Russians over line. Russians would presumably pay for extra wire on ‘ehran— 
Meshedl line. * . 

2. That suggestion of Consul-General, Meshed, to place both lines under exclusive 
Persian control is impracticable in view of past history, and that absoluto Russian 
eontrol of both lines, through medium of Persian employés, would be the result, 
Major Kennion’s suggestion to establish neutral offices might, serve as a purely, 
temporary arrangement pending erection of second wires, or final settlement. of 
‘question by exchange or otherwise ; or if use of same office of oth Powers 
5 objected to by Russians, separate offices, with commutator in separate shed ontside, 
of which botin Consulates possessed keys, might be established at both intermediate 
and terminal stations. 


(Repeated to Tehran.) 



































[3274] No, bi. 


Mirsa Mehdi Khan to Sir Edicard Grey—(Received January 29.) 


Sir, Persian Legation, January 28, 1907. 
TAM in receipt of a telegram from my Government, stating that 
Majesty the Shah, my august Soverviga, hus been graciously pleased to appoint 
second son, His Imperial Highness Solian Ahmad Mirza, as Valiahd, 
T have, &e 
(Signed) MENDI, 





















(2788) oaths 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spriny-Rice. 
(No. 11.) 
(Telegraph 
Do you think that such m ‘of urgency for the protection of Consulates aro 
still necessary? Tt seems to us, in view of tho Shal’s peacoablo accession, that they 
ary nit 


Foreign Office, January 90, 1007. 








oe 
5 











[3498] Noster 


India Office to Vorcign Office (Received January 91.) 


Sir, India Office, Januory 

WITH reference to the third parazraph of my letter of the Ist May, 1006, re 
a. proposal of the Government of India to, increase temporarily the Consul 
Kerman hy eighteen sowars, I am directed! by the Secretary of Stato for Ind 
Council to inclose, for the consideration of the Secrotary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
copy of a letter from the Government of India containing a complenientaty proposal to 
sulistitute cavalry for infantry in the Pinder Abbas Consular guard, at am approximate 
aulditional cost of 6,208 rupses (say, 4191) inital, and 8,242 rupees (say, 6502) annual 
recurrin 

Tt will be rem 
of four non-commissioned officers 





0, 1907, 
ling 
rd at 


































pered that an infantry goard for the Consul at under Abbas 
il twelve men was agreed to in Mrs (ow Sir 
Francis) Campbell's letter of the 22nd September, 1904, and wax sanctioned ina 
telegram to, the Viceroy of the 4th October, 1804 Ror the rmasons stuted in. the 
Government of India letier now under consideration, the se men his boon 
postponed, and the Government of India now propase to 

‘The Socretary of State for India in Council. proposes, subject to. th 



























of the Scoretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs and of the Lords 
Majesty's Treasury, to approve tho modified arrangement, 


(1717) P 








56 


Tt is worthy of remark that the reception accorded to the Russian Consul diff 

vory:much from that given t0 Tis Majesty's Consul on his arrival ig Novoosben TOO 
1s remains tobe en how future Consuls of both Powers will be received, 

he Russian Consil’s escort now consists of thirteen Russian Cossacks and 
Permanent guard of four Persian infantry. eigen Cereals 
igned)” --W. H. J. SHAKESPEAR, Lieutenant, 
Ausistont Resident and Bhs Britannic 

fnjesty's Consul, Bunder. Abbas. 
Bunder Abins, Febreary 20, 1906, TEP S SEEE De: 


Tnclosure 4 in No, 56, 
Foreign Secretary, Caloutla, to Lieutenant Shakespear. 


(Polegraphicn) March 27, 1906, 
PLEASE rofer to your report of 20th February to Major Cox. Please telegraph 

whether thirteen Russian Coss temporary and, if 0 next destinat 

and probable dato of departure. Pending eompletion of Consnlate buildings, if yo 


‘escort, were now increased by addition of & infantry, you we 
‘accommodation ? Please r ig jor Gis pal onl ypatnged for thats 


(Repeated to the Political Resident iu the Persian Gulf) 


Inclosure 5 in N' 


raat Major Cox to Government of India, 
YOUR tologram dated 27th Mareh. 

vil for Finnie Abbas and Assistant to the Political Resident, 

of Russia: Government will permanently consist. of ten. 
appear probulle that any departures o reductions in them 


april 10, 1908. 


luce. Ue] slit sh to his eseort, tho men will have to be 
ited! in tents which shovld We brought out by them, No prospect. 
Cousilaio quarters lune rail at least for ouogears. Caeostd arewest trades reise 
largo tenty should be browht ‘or 
tliat chappar® huts stout! he put uplover thon for th 


wink tO the address of Vorcign Dopartiuont, Sinks; repeat it 
Fee ual a rvigte Dopattiuont, Simla; repeated to Foreign with 


fccoinmiod 


 xomne fairl 
nit to he of uso during cold season OF rainy weather, an 
hot season, 


Tnelosure 6 in No, 56, 
Coptain Trevor to Gucerument of India. 


ae Bushire, Ma: 
WU reference f0 soue letter satel tho ISth April, L006, wegnning the robbery 
Of the sowars of the Kernan escort tear Bo * Abbas, T have the honour to forward 
Horxite for the formitin of he Gow of India, copy of & letter from. His 
\ Healey Coal aa i Hie ireuristances of the robber 
of opinion that th so joi Kit th 
thot tw aries atu yplacet at thy exfetaura 
Ieis to ho 'regeittod thie the sowars should h dispate from India 
exo ch aniuiinition, and this oversight thom to he placed 
 liginminions position, This uufortanate that the Deputy Governor of Buuder 


Abbas is so apathetic aul incompetent ‘i 
ADs 60 sche iieompotont, boing so given to drink aud drugs that ‘no 


__ A roport af the 
action liciuus ws Tol 
Lieutenant Sliykespears letter 


fru hin. 
it to Lis Majesty's Legation, with a view to 
Nitliorities to book, as suggested in paragraph 9 of 


+ Mat coveringn. 


oT 


Inclosure 7 in No. 56. 
Lieutenant Shakespear to Major Coz. 


Bunder Abbas, April 8, 1900. 

IN continuation of this Office letter, dated the 28th March, 1906, 1 have the honour 
to submit a full report of the recent robbery of certain of the Kerman Consular escort 
in this district. 

2, My lett dated the 10th March, 1906, to the addross of His Britannio Majesty's 
Consul at Kerman, which formed an inclosure to my letter to you above quoted, gavo 
the circumstances under which the escort relief arrived and left this port. It may bo 
useful to append copies of the telegrams which passed hetsveen myself and hi Ollicer 
Commanding the 39% Central India Horse, and 1 have therefore the honour to attach 
thom herewith, 

3. Arrangements wore accordingly made, and the party started on the 18th March, 

and my letter dated the 10th March, giving over to. the 
nts therein enumerated, to His Britannic Majesty's Consul, Kerman, ‘There 
were several Tranis with the party, which consisted of one duffadar, two soware, ono 
“Jang,” and fifteen Tranis with two donkey-men, three horses, and twenty-six donkeys. 
‘The party camped on the night of the ISth-19th March, about 2 miles beyond Baghu, 
anid had proceeded about 14 miles when thay were attacked by about fifteen robbers, 
Of yshiom three had rifles. According to the escort’s account, the robbers fired: somo {ivo 
for six shots and separated the escort from the baggage, animals, and rest of the party, 
devoting their attention entirely to the escort, ‘The dulfadar sent in a sowar to Binder 
‘Abbas to roport matters at once, and himself with the other sowar tried to keep track: 
of the robbers, hut was unable to do so, and returned to this Consulate at sundown. On 
val of thiefirst sowarat about J/vat,on the 19th March, 1 immodiately dispatched 
‘owar sont 
off 
himself gone direct to the Ki 
the attack took: place, 60. the local’ anthior 
Jn the evening tho rest of the party arri 
iginyss except the cloth 
r horses, their arms, and the uni were wearing at the timo, 

4, Having heard nothing from the Doputy Governor, L wrote a reminder to hin on 
tho 21th March, to which he replied that it was hoped the robbers would be apprehended, 
Tagain remindod him on the 3rd April, in answer to which I received the letter of 

have the honour to attach a travslation, 

5, Nothing can be hoped for from the local authorities, who, a8 usual, have assumed 
non possuinuts attitude, not (0 mention that the tone of the Deputy Governor's letter 
might almost be dese impertinent, 

6. Thave the honour to attach a detailed list of the property lost,® the claims being 
briefly :— 


Dlfaday Toba Sing! 
‘Sonar Didar Sig 


Adi bine advanos to donkey-men for transport, 280 krany 
‘Voral aim Ro. 


7. Lhave also received a potition from leven Persians, who begged the goo) offices 
of this Consulate on the ground of having lived and traded in British India for from 
tHhrus to eleven years, I do not know whether it will be considered desirable ty take up 
t ins as well, but in case it is so decided TI have the honour to attach a list of 

teir claims in detail.* 
S. Cotnment on the caso is superfluous, but it may be Muininating to quote what 
sinatior omen ali in We beeen of Tine sesso CUOTieva ig wba 
truc—viz., that the robbers formed part of the adherents of Kal Siraj, who was somo 
ago Kalantar of Finn, aud on his removal from his post took to briganage as @ 


* Not sent to Govermnent, 


[i717] Q 
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liliood. Tn this connection Tysould refer to this Ofice diary entries fo 
41h and the 5th May and the Oth ‘August, 1 i ieee 
within ten days of the occurrence that the buses of Government medicines and 
appliances ind Some uniform wore 1 near the foot of Ginao hill, s i 
Hunder Abbas, thovgl 1 have wo. information nv of thems 
donkeys were now in Finn lays before party left Bu 5 some 
the robbers, who actually took part in the attack, were seen it : der Athos 
‘Siraj is the maternal uncle of the Kalantar of dulla Khan, 


Wein put nit of Mir Ahmed Shab, 
8 pnts aid ofthe Messin Cons 

{, When it is remembered ‘ook place within 18 miles of Bunder 
Abbas, on the most frequented ern F ah and what is the aes 
local authorities jie thin he coneed se calls the m 
and simiary punishsnont, in whiel, the leat 
Pirticipalc, ‘The least, that. we ean demand, in my op 

ns attached to this lettor, a hea 

difliculties to which the escort ha 


is pay’ 
nsation for the loss o! 


Lof the present 
ved throvigh this Consulate) 


ibn tliat soon after the micent Consul at this 
is whic fon part ofthe Aevonpont with Bi jonni of the Russian 
1 Afissfon, sas ‘ar Shamil. The Russian Consil deranded the heavy 
Buoy of 0 tons as inno compensation 0 thu donkes-mnan, x, Por pith 
Amourit wis paid over by: the Deputy Covernc ‘The diffore 
in Uio attitude of the local authorities iu tho two ease pan Ce 


Inclosure 8 in No. 55. 
Lieutenant Shakespear to Officer Commanding Centrat India Horse, Agar, 


res F February 19, 1906. 
ngti for Kerman arrived, but without documents 
OF stiy animuition, ltt Isolutoly nocessary for road. They roport two men 
still Shall 1 detain ntil arrival of those two, who, L suggcest, should bring 
snomunition with thom’? Measo wire nue Xs Henjam what you desiro done, 


Tuvlosnre 9 in No. 56, 


Officer Commanding Central tndian Horse, Agar, to Lieutenant Shakespear. 
(lograplig), a February 23, 1906, 
FOIA Aran nition are being dispatehed. Please rotai ing 
thoir arrival If not urgently required Keria oS ET ame 


Tnelosure 10 in No. 56, 


Officer Commanding Central tutian Horse, Agar, to Lieutenant Shakespear. 


March 9, 1908. 


127 answered. 
wiros presumably Consn, Kerman, got four boxes ammunitio 


Trelosure 11 in No. 56, 


Danity Governor, Bunter Abbas, to Lieutenant Shakespear. 
station.) 


(After compliments.) Sth Safar, 1324 (Aprit 3, 
UDRG to acknowledge sour Inter regarding the rubbery of the property of the 
Sheuailit, in which you informed me that the soonor the 


i) 


Thave done all that lay in my poiver, but in reality Tam in a position to say that 
according to the laves I can give you a plain answer, because when the sowars started 
you should have asked me for tifangelis to see them safely beyond the boundaries 
‘of Bunder Abbas. I regret that you did not make this request from me. 

But havo done what I can in souding after the robbers, and it appears that they 
were Kal Siraj’s nen, of Finn, in the Fars Province, and the Kalantar of Shamil, who 
has been dismissed, lias also gone to Finn, and lias given up the work of chasing 
the robbers, having colluded with them 

Bat I have seut two or three tnf 

As the matter affects the Fars Province, the Fars Government shoulil be addressed. 


Tnolosure 12 in No. 56. 
Captain Trevor to Government of India, 


Bushire, May 20, 1905. 

TN continuation of muy Iotior dated the Sth instant, regarding the robbery: of the 
sowars of the Kerman Consulate escort near Bunder Abbas, U have ‘the honour to 
forward, for tho information of the Government of India, copy of the letter which I 
have received from tho Assistant Resident and His M 5 Cousul, Bunder Abbas, 
reporting, that about one-fourth of the stolen property, aluounting to $33 rupees worth, 
hhas been recovered by the local authorities 

Thaye informed’ His Majesty’s Legation of this recovery, 


Tnclosure 13 in No. 56, 


Lieutenait Shakespear to Major Cox, 
May 7, 1906, 
intinuation of the correspondence regarding the robbery of threo sowars of 
n Consulate escort near Bagh, ending with my teloygram No, 250 dated the 
‘9th April, 1906, I havo the honour to report thata eortain amount of the stolen property 
has heen recovered. 

2, After considerable correspondence with the local authorities, the only apparent 
aim and result of which was to delay matters, the Doputy Governor sont to this 
Consulate a quantity of clothing, &e,, which I checked with the former list (sont wit 
my letter of the Sth April) (o the bost of iy ability and tho result is shown in’ the 1 
atlacliod herewith. 

. Thiave hiopes of recovering the actual eash stolen, but not of any:more property, 
and Pattach a copy of my letter dated the ard May, 1906, to the Deputy Governor in 
connection therowith. 

|. Th will he seen that about a quarter of the stolen property has beon returned. 
T do. not propose claiming for the valuo of the remainder until T am informed by. 
His Majesty's Consul at Kerman that he eonenrs in the acouracy of the list mado yp in 
this office, and of the balance shiown as still due. On roceiving his acceptance of the 
figures shown (or others put forward by him), T intond to press locally the elaim for 
a suin to cover the value of the articles still missing, 1 was informed by the Deputy 
Governor, in a conversation Thad with him on the 5th May, 1906, that the amount of 
tho claim would certainly be recovered from the lato Kalantar of Shamil, Assadullah, 
‘Khan, in whoso jurisdiction the robbery took place, but this is merely an assertion, of 
which the good faith has yot to be justified, 

5, Lwould roquest instructions as to whotlior [should also tako up the easo of the 
Parsian eubjocts, who aloo wore of tho pariy robbed, and a lis of whoao claims hag 
already been forwarded to you, 

G. A copy of this correspondence is being forwarded to His Majesty's Consul 
at Kerman. 
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Inclosure 14 in No, 56. 


Lieutenant Shakespear to Deputy Governor, Bunder Abbas, 


(Atter compliments, May 3, 1906, 

._, IN continuation of my letter dated the 29h April, 1906, I have the coeen 
inform you that Assadullah Khan and Haji ‘Lujar brought to this Consulate 
Certain amount of the property of tho Kerman mit two hours after the time I 
suggested in my letter, I checked over the articles myself, and have the honour to 
forward Lerawith a statement of the articles still duc, and_a recoipt for those which 


have heen returned, The left-hand column conta those stil unk Fight-} 
those for which T have ned a ree : the oat ation ta Saha eatin 


It would appear to me that the monoy vy 

retuned now: the amounts are 15 rupe 

Ns there dloos not seem to be much prospect. of the remainder being recovered, 

shall send what have received to Kerman, and inquire the exiet value of what i 
‘tll mnissing, on learning which I will forward thie account to you for recovery. 


h was taken in actual cash should 
1 rupees and 375 krans, 


Tnelosure 15 in No, 56, 


Exmucats! of Additional Expenditure involyed in sending sixteen cavalry instead 


of sixtoon infantry: od asa x 
qfaxtoen infantsy sanctioned as an increase to the Consular escort at Bunder 


itil expenditure — 


Gant sistern hort tgeher with the ecesary Kise gear an 
aillery, hee “ila < 


Rupees. 


Reeurring expen 
nko pay to cavalry sawars 
Hainan UO rupees per mensem 


kp a rset 425 rupees Hoe per apaum 
of a mire 


ety nt (say) ono horse per annus 


Ie ho min fr soware or sepors. ‘The 
i rehinrk applies Gu tho mst of elthing, nad nesonmtation 
‘ho eeat st tbl fi horses hin sok beew exinateds 


Thelosure 16 in No. 56, 


Rules regarding the Employment of Native Cavalry detachments as Consular 
Guards in Persia, dated January 16, 1906, 


Instructions for the dispatch of Detachments, 


1, Partios of tho strength required will be odie i 
coil wath required will bo sont periodically to the various 
2. All rauks selected must be medically examined and. passed as physically fit for 
surviee fa Thai, ‘They nist be solidiens of go icter and fine a ? 
; he mien sill take with them from dia their own uniforms (serge and khaki 
Suton log a ne as well as their lances, swords, and 
OL Fagg lle mam of each: party should’ have some veterinary training and’ a knowledge 
5, The following documents will by sent with the men, v 
(1.) Shoot Rolls 
ae ) Medical History Sheets, 
t Pay Certificates. 
pent oF artis and arnmunition in possession, 


6. Service in Persia is considered as “foreign service’ for family pension 
yarposes, under the rales on the subject contained) in Army Regalations, India, 
Volume f, Part IL 

7. All ranks must agree to serve in Persia for three years without leave or 
Moclonied extent edaaadlical: corti henlon eae qhetexticationcriihenrpenicdstueya lle 
relieved and will return to India, 

8. They will be seconded in their regiments, and while absent will be eligible for 
promotion in the'samo! 

‘9; While -seconted, they will he exempt from paying any: subscriptions’ to 
regimental funds, 

10. The families of individuals detailed for this duty will be granted free passages 
from their stations to their homes and back. 

11, ‘They will bo permitted while in Porsia to remit tlsir savings? to their homoa 
by free money orders, which must be countersigued by one of tho ollcers under whom 
they. aro serving. 

12. On completion of their tour of service Persia, they will be entitled 
to four months) spedal forlovgh, with treo pasiges ty il fo and from thie 

ae 

13, The consolidated pay of the native ranks, inclusive of good-conduct pay and 
all allowances, is as follows :— 





Native Oficers Pay of Rank, 


Duidars 2 rupece per menyem 
LancesDaffdarss, | 37 With foe quarters 





be granted a money allowance, in lien of free rations, equal to the 
cost of tho sepoy"s ration, as Jaid down in Article 187, Army Regulations, Indi 
Vol. I, Part Il, at local rates, plus $ oz, of meat per man por wook, plus 3 1b, of 
firewood per mau per diem. 

15, ‘They will be mounted on horses purchased and. fed at Goverment expenso, 
and Persian grooms, in the proportion of one for evory four sowars (including native 
officers and non-commissioned officers), will be allowed to cach party to assist in stable 
duties. Where the party consists of six sowars tyro grooms will be allowed, 

16. Whilo employed on this duty, the pay of the detachinents will be disbursed 
and adjusted by the Consular authori 

17, The following articles of clothing and stable gear will bo issued to each man 
at Government exp 


1 Chath 
Post 


mare 
Whee 
Meee Dien 
. 

ence 
Mises eS ie ae 
Shoes eet 


Chaguls ds Renowale as required, 


SN ees eae oak Sil lin 
Horse rugs (namdas covered with wicking). 
‘Tain “hooks” fo a 
Watering brdlen Ope in three yearn 
eal and hee! chains, 
Garry combs. 
Healstalls 3) e 
Roles Ones a years 
Te aaron ater a oe 
Cloths for cleaning saddlers, Se. (Fanale) 12 Two a year, 


* The amount remitted in any ope month must uot exceod the total pay an allowances of the romitter 
fn that mouth, 


77) te 
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18. Any of the articles in scale (1) above, 

prescribed period of wear, will be replaced at the expense of the mon, but should the 

Joss or destruction be dne to no. contributory negligence on their part, the articles will 

bo replaced at the expense of the State. If the men are required to proceed on long 

journeys, thoreby entailing considerable wear and tear on clothing, an allowance of 

half.a kran per diem may be sanctioned for each man, on the recommendation of tho 
cial to whom they are attached, 

19. Any of the articles in scale (2) above, lost, destroyed, or worn out before 
their required time of duration, will be replaced at the expense of the State, but should 
Meir loss. or destruction be duo to any contributory negligence on the ‘part of tho 
individual thoy will bo replaced at his expense, 

20, The free issuo of clothing, referred to in paragraph 17 abovo, will be made to 
individuals beforo their departure from India, ‘The renewals authorized under 
paragraph 17, and such articles that may be needed under Fersgraph 18, will be 


provide by the Consular authoritios a8 roquired, by indont on Departntents concerned 
in India, 


lost, destroyed, or worn out before the 


i 
a 
z 
i 
é 
> 
é 
g 


IIL —Strength, Com 


«| 2 boxes 


+.) 4 bores 


=| 76s 


308 


ve] Ubox 





November 1907 


October 1907 


October 1908 





from Bombay 


October 


Ki 


November 9, 1904, 
fron Hombsy 


seater 27, 1904 
Sealey 


Quetta 


Marsh 28, 1904, from | Mareli 1907 


1004, | November 1906. .,| 4 boxes 


‘rom Quetta 


‘October 24, 1905 





+] 18th Laneers..| Ditto 


ood Ht 


Horse 


Tone 


s+] 17th Cavaley..| Ditto 


| 84h Pooua 


++) 89th Central 
Tdi Horse 


Horse 


Laneers..| November. 2, 


* 


++) 35rd 


nay 





Class Composition of 
Detachinente 


the | Dersjet 


Panjab) 


Sunsi Muscalmans of | 36th Jacob's 





Panjabi Mawalones, «| Tus Lancers .| September 18, 1004, | September 100% 


-| Panjabi Mussulmane. 


Provided fur Hem 


++] Mossolaans 





Bu 


Na 


Nil 


xa 





offer 


Saowars 








Coneulater: 





vo[ 1 auttidar 
FT sowars 


oo) 1 duitdar 


‘Whran,. 
Typatian 


+] Adda (oF lanes 


s+] 1 natice ofecr 


Thunder AUbas <2] Tn0m 





 ‘Tucse followers will not be replaced when withdrawa on next relief 





(8544) 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Reeeived January 31.) 


Sin, India Office, January 30, 1907. 
WITH reference to Sir Francis Campbell's letter of the 24th May, 1906, relative to 
the appointment of a second signalier to the Telegraph Office at Meshed, T mm divested 
by Mr. Secretary Morley to inclose a copy of a telegram from the Gorerament of Indic 
and of a note by the Ditestor-in-ehiet of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, 
and to say that, subject to Sir B. Grey's concurrence, Mr. Morley proposes te sanction 
the arrangement indicated in the Viceroy's telegram, 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) . GODLEY, 
es 
Tnelosure 1 in No. 57. 


Government of Initia to Mr. Morley. 
phic.) Pp, January 16.1907, 
LBASH refer to your telegram dated the 25th May last: Sighallos foe 

Clerk now at Meshed has to attend to both Seistan and Tehran lines, ind 
of Telegraphs at Tehran requests that signaller should be sent from. India to’Meshed 
for work exclusively on Selstan line. Request is supported by His Majesty's Mister 
Monch We propose to send junior tian from Bixjand, on exttine pay acd 
allowances, and to replace him by man from India on ‘Aggregate emoluments of: 
240 rupees per mensem, as suggestel in my telegram of the Lith ‘May last, if you have 
no objection. 

Repeated to Tehran, Meshed, and Seistan. 


————— 
Tnclosure 2 in No. 67, 


Note by the Directar-in-chicf, ludo-European ‘Telegraph Department. 


IN miy note dated the 17th Muy Inst f pointe out that my Department could send 
“-sccond signaller to Meshed. ‘The telegram below is the first timation I have had 
‘that the man had not been sent, as the Director of ‘Telegraphs at Tehran had orders to 
send the man in May Iast. 1 telegraphed to him for an explanation of the delay; his 
reply has nil ix not very clear, I gather from it that. the Direstor reported 
to the Tt ini it ‘Tehran that he was si taller to Meshed, 
‘The By vised him to make on to the Persian 
Authorities for tse. to do. so, atul to this: app ies evaded giving 
Tie oct tah Minister then wrote on the subject 10: the: Porian authantig 
Dnt h received uo reply from them, It ‘was, therefore, recently decided to wait no 
Jonger in taking action. “It was considered that to send a signaller from ‘Tehran would 
CaM cone Aout that it was better to send a man from the Tidian Departineats wie 
could reach Meshed without notice, % 

ais explains the present application from the Government of India, which now 
appears to be the best arrangemeut to sanction, 

(Signed) HA. KIRK, 


Sinuary 19, 1907. 





[3570] No. 58. 
(No. 1g)" Spring-Rice to Siz Heinard Grey —(Recieed January 31.) 


(Tolegeaphie.) P, Tehron, January 31, 1907. 
(ROLECTION of Consulates : Your telogram of the 30th maiants toe 
rn gloss of the CGoyernmiont of India as to the dispatch of trooys in small bodies 
havo my entire support 
{unment Resa comparative 


0 ict, and no exceptional measures of protection 
are immediately necessary, 


betireon the people and the Government 
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nay possibly lead to serious disorders, and foreign intervention may eventually be 
inevitable. A ba vin 
sm scheme has been prepared by the military authorities for the 
oe eee eee 
likely to ccour in South Persia than in the North, and, except perhaps in Azerbaijan, 

T consider the danger remote, 


(2202) No. 59. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


i Foreign Office, January 31, 1907. 
Bi WITH reference to Mr. Grant Duff's despatch No. 247 of the 26th September, 1906, 
forwarded to your Department in print (Persia, Confidentia etaber 
relative to the clan, put forvard by the Persian Government to tho sotere 

in by. virtue of the Anglo Penian Agreement of 1822, ve ireoted by § 

y to transmit to vou herewith copy of a despatel 
POS ae eae of a note which he has addressed to the Persian 
ind Vizier, reminding his Highness that the ‘Treaty in question was oxprossly 


ject to the concurrence of Mr. Secretiry Morley, Sir 1. Grey 
proposes to approve the terins of this communication. nee 
(Signed) BA, CAMPBELL, 





[3622] No. 60. 
Persion Transport Company to Roreign Office (Received February 1,) 


3, Salter's Hall Court, Cannon Street, 
Loudon, January 30, Loot, . 
VE the Tionowr to inform you that permission. to levy tolls on tlie Kume 
TERRE Eats Ker by the Persian Government “Our 
Agents inform us, however, that tolls hi yet actually been levied, | We are 
instructing ouragonts to use in thir power to insure the smooth levying 
of tho tolls, and to co-operate ition in every possible ways 
My Board desire io to tender thoir warin thinks to His Majesty's Government 
for di acgtanen fn ths mater anny Ut an expression of huir Gnas may be 
SRC IOENC UTE TC Saas an oo vine 
Signed W. MACLEAN, 
ee Secretary, 





13615) No. 61. 
Persian Transport Company to Foreign Ofice—(Received February 1.) 


3, Salter's Hall Court, Caunon Street, London, 

Sir, January 30, 1907. en fi 
"1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of: your communication of the 
uh lantanl on the sueet of the Datta roa, as also of the inctosures contained 

therein, a 
Tam directed hy my Board to convoy to you their thanks for this communication, 
and to Deg sou to transmit same to Sir Cee Spring-Rige for the action whith he liad 
taken in this matter. My Directors have read with great interest the clear and com 
prehensive report by Vice-Consul Captain Lorimer on the state of the Bakhtiari track, 

bridges, and caravanserais, We . 

i “My ‘Directors also note that Sir Cecil Spring-Rice will communicate to the Foreign 
Office any further information which he may receive as to. the visit contemplated by two 
of the Khans to Europe. Ishould be greatly obliged if you would inform us, when the 
time comes, as to the approximate date of arrival of the ivo Khans in Pacis, 
Company will endeavour to send one of their Directors to confer with them.” I 

* No. 33, 
{i717) 
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4 confidential note on this subject for your Kind transmission to His Majesty's Minister 
at Tehran, 

As regards our proposal that Mr. Parry should accompany Captain Lorimer on his 
Visit to the road this spring, my Directors take note of the view expressed by Sir Cecil 
Spring-Rice. Tt vould seem better that the proposal should for the present remain in 
abeyance, but my Directors would point ont that Captain Lorimer is necessarily unable 
by himself to arrive at any estimate of the deterioration which has taken place in the 
track since it was originally constructed, 

Ibis quite clear from Captain Lorimer's Report that the bridges will have to be 
inspected and overhauled this spring, aud the instructions already siven to this effect by 

rectors will be earried out. As regards painting, there seems still to be some 
thistinderstanding in this matter, Our view i that the “eof coat of paint is 
all when compared with the eost of opening up and examining the metal work of the 
fy nee propery ti 
n this has: 


(Signed) U.N. MACLEAN, Secretary. 


Tnelosure in No. G1, 


Note on the Subject of tho propose Visit of Haji Ali Kuli Khan Bakhtiari and Haji 
Khosri Khan (Salah Arfa) Bakhtiari to Europe, 
(Confidentinh) 

SOMP years azo one of the Ch visit iz, Haji Ali 
Kuli Khon, was in Paris and afterwards in Lond isited by Mr. Lynch, who 
hind alrendy established a most friendly: personal relation with him, in Persia, We had 
previously liven inlornied that one of the objects of this Chict’s visit to Europe was to 
confer with us in the mittor of ontstanuling differences relating t6 the tond, 

Hind Neen invested with extensive powers ty the Ukhant of that day to arrive at a settle. 
ment, ‘he tonor of the conversations whiel took. place 6 already lieen 
communieated to the Roreign Oifieg. Not ouly did the Chief express himself ns without 
Ay jets sTintyver to coniv to any arrangemont Ht ho mae fresh personal demands 
hich contd not he sitisticd, Tt vay also evident Uat physically and morally: he was not 
‘at all the same man as at the time whon Mr, Lynch had known him in Persia 

result hal probably been produced hy resilenee in Veliran ; and the conduct of his life 
fn Krone did not tend to finprove matters. The result of this intercourse was most 
Uunsaitisfictory, anil it wold He a pity if similar experience were to by he present 
‘occasion, Wo will enteavonr to. arrange this time that Colo ot shall visit the 
Chiefs, bat Mr, Lynch will pay: the Ch 

and will do his very hest to establists | 

Haji Mi Kuli Khan sho 

the proposed visit, Ho 

over lle Baki 

oppose to thelr 

of the n 

1, ‘Po investing Haji Mi Kuli Klan and Khost Khan with full powers to act on 
their behalf, and to come to a definite settlement on all questions alfecting the 
rol; oF 

2, ‘Hi invest then with as full powers as posible, and to establish rapid means of 
comniuiiication with the ruling fanily, so thit there may be us little delay as possible in 
tho coniluct of any noxotiations, 


Unless this be done, it seems tous that more lise than good may ensue from 
negotiations with these to Chiels, though of course we should endeavour to show thetn 
every attention fi the event of their coming to Lowden, espweiilly as Mr. byuich received 
hospitality from one of them, Khosra Khan, in this Chief's home among the Pakhtia 
mountains, 


8, Saller's Hall Court, Connon Street, London, 
Saniory 80, WOT, 





or 


13749] No. 62, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 2.) 
No. 13.) 
fieicgedauiey P. Tehran, February 2, 1907. 

PERSIAN finance. 

Tam told that Gutmann, of the Dresdner Bank, will shortly arrive in Tehran a3 
German Financial Agent, and that a British subject from Smyrna named Wilkinson, 
now of the German Orient Bank of Alexandria and lately in the servico of tho Imperial 
Bank of Persia, has, in the eveut of a branch boing established in Persia, been promised 
the post of Vice-Manager. 

n unconfirmed rumour has also reached me from a source nearly connected. with 
the Grand ier to the effect that a consolidation loan of 5,000,001. is contemplated, and 
it is not an Anglo-Russian Government loan no objection will be raised by tho 
National Assembly. 

Consolidation cannot be effected now withont the consent of Rnssia, as Her Joaus 
sable till 1910 and 1912,” (or terms of our loan see inelosure in Sit A. 

spatch No, 165 of the 3rd September, 1904.) 

us professes entire ignorance of the matter, 





. 63. 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received February 4.) 


MH Petersburgh, February 4, 1907. 

ED on M, Isvolsky to-day at his roquest, and was informed by hitn that, he 
had veesived disquieting nows from Porsi, as ho Tearat tat these. yas an. agitation 
commencing there encouraged by Porsiaus returning: from ubroad with revolutionary 
ideas, anil also that the local a | sand Roshit. wore acting 
indepondently of the Parliament at Tehran. This agitation, necording to. the 
information he had received, showed signs of assuming a anti-European character, 
while the Shah was preoccupied and witlont money ot troops. 

Tinformed him that no news wlintever on the subject had reached me: 

Tis Excellency stated that, in order to chock his information, it would bo well for 
me to obtai , and it was dosirable in his opinion that Mis Majesty's Goverument, 
and tho Russian Government should exchange views as to the best course to adopt, and 

possible, to a common muderstaniing on the matter, 
state of affairs in the Caucasus, which might bi further afectod by anarchy in 
in, as well as general interests in Pirsia, made thy Russian Government earnestly 
desirons of seeing tranquillity reigu in that country 

‘Pho Russian Chargé W’Alfaires has, € boliove, hos instructed to disouss the 

tion ywith you, 





(8615) No. Gt 


Sir Ediearid Grew to Sir C. Spring-Rice, 
(o-12) - 
(elesraphie.) P. Foreign Ofice, February 4, 1907, 
BAKHTIARI road, ae Y 
reference to your despatch No, 10 and your telogtan No, 10 of th 
you shoulll report whether it woul be possible for His Majesty 
Jousnl at Shiva, before the Khans leave, to cominuuteate with the ruling Oliels 
and objain their the proposed arran . Can you also ascurtain the 
appr 5 sival of the Chics in Paris 2 
utative of the Persian Transport Company vill be sont to Paris to confor 
With the Chiefs, sho. should te invested seith full posers to, settle all questions 
affecting the rail, anil who should establish some meas of coununicating quickly 
With the ruling Chiefs during the Couferesee, 
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[3570] No. 65. 
Foreign Office to Tndia Office. 
ir, Foreign Office, February 4, 1907. 
2 WITH reference to your letter of the 23rd nltimo, 4 a Be te Secretary 
Sir E, Grey to'state that he concurs in the proposal of the Secretary of State for India 
to approve the course suggested by the Indian Goverament regarding the measures to 
be taken for the protection of His Majesty’s Legation at ‘Tehran and British Consulates 
in Por i ances in that country. 
information, copy of a telegram received from 

an on this subject. 
T am, &e. 
(Signed) "FA. CAMPBELL. 





{4108} 


Sin C Spring-Rite to Sir Ethonrd Grey.—(Received Februar 
(No) 
clowra phic Pp, Tehran, Pebrunry 5, 1907. 
GOVERNORSHIP of Seistan, i 

Avan that the Mumtalien-es-Saltanch, who is on good terms 
Iv appointed, hut thi hus hoon cancelled in fayour 
of the Mishnvat-ul indebted to the Russian Bank, 

peal Russian, a ty friend of M. Millon 
‘iin Minister nssiiros me that he himself Was nor interfered in any w ray it 
the matter, but the Russian Consul i provetted tho Mumtalin’s adherents 
from telegraphing to. Tehran, and in December last M; Nans wrote to the Persian 
C ont tolling: thom that the M ion was a Hl Agent and wa ig them 


Tprostino that anyssteps on my part woulil be regarded as an infraction of the 
mortus vicendi with Russia, snd | have accoridinily tak moreoy 
Jha nseless, as both th ii irely in Rossian Nands, acting. 
‘i Tht eb ‘ pinig tho Russian Legation informed 
at hig 0 to thee 





{4110} No. 67, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received February &:) 


Tehran, February 5, 1907. 


oy Th 
EGRAPIT ling etwes 


Tegtaphs that Grand Vizier had 
anil signed by Shah, by which both ends of 
i Ho bail in consequence withdrawn his opposition 
Wy Mvssin of Scistan enil of Linu: ‘The order mentioned above is tuore recout 
thaw theone which the Legation sav, aud which borea date abont une, and refereed 
uly: to Mesto ond. 

Hot Hinve eon obtained from Shih during his illness Ly 

Gran 9 pressure frm Russian Governmen a pers 

‘The importance of this i8 that it shows present Grand Vizier's attitude, which 
still continties, as T believe, 
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[2207] No. 68. 
Note communicated to Mirza Mehdi Khan, 


ON the 22nd October, 1906, the Persian Chargé d’Affaires mado a complaint 
regarding the action of His Majesty's Consul at Shiraz in affording, protection and 
refuge to certain persons who had taken." bast” in His Majesty's Consulato-General. 
A report has now been received from Mr Grahame on tho incidents in question, 

As the Persian Government are well aware, it would have been contrary fo Persian 
eustoms and traditions for His Majesty's Consul-Ceneral to have refused to grant 
asylum to such refugees, ot to have attempted to expel. them from the Cos lato, and 
‘Mr. Grahamo expressly disclaims having had any intention of shielding the.» ‘wm any. 
punishment at the hands of the local authorities to which they were justly liable. 

Tnstructions have been issued to His Majesty's Diplomatic and Consular Officers in 
Porsia to give no enconmgement. to the custom of “bast,” which has recently caused 
them much embarrassinent and inconvenience, 


Foreign Office, February 5, 1907. 





(4038) No, 69, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice, 
No, 13.) 
(Tolegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, February 5, 1907. 
SITUATION in Persia. 
Tshiall be glad to receive your observations on Sir A, Nicolson’s telegram No. 16 
of yesterday's dato, 





(2207) No. 70. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir ©, Spring-Rice, 
(No. 28) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 6, 1907, 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 8 of the 3rd ullimo relative to the complaint 
made by the Porsian Government as to tho action of His Majesty's Consul at Shiraz in 
granting au expla and protection to certain porsons who had taken xofugo in His 

say 


wrds the request for instrictions contained in the final paragtaph of 
8 despatch No, 95 of tho Gth December it would not be possible for 
His Majesty's Government to lay down hard and fast rules for tho guidance’ of His 
Majesty's Diplomatic and Consular Officers in Persia in respeot to such an irregular 
cutout as that of “bast,” beyond that they should do all they can, short of wounding, 
Persian fecling, to discourage the practice, 

approve the instructions given by you to Mr. Grahame in your despateh No, 65 
of the 24th December, 1908. His Majesty's Diplomatic and Consular Officors, in 
Persia must, in each instance, exorcise their own discretion, and they should certainly 
discriminate between such cases as aro cited in Mr, Grahame’s despatch of tho 
6th December, in which His Majesty’s Consulate-General or British subjects aro 
interested, and’ those of Persian concern, As rogards the latter, itis desirable 
that there should be as little interference on their part as possible, and that it should. 
be strictly limited to unofficial action, 

Tam, &, 

(Signed) 1B, GREY. 


fiz] 
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[3615] No. 71, 
Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company. 


Sir, i 

: . Poreign Office, Februa 
rowel inetd. by Secret Fdward Grey to anton eet Mee ar 
Be ana aa eth limo, with an append confidential note rlative tothe condition 
af the sfaban rond and the intended visit of two of the Bakhtiari Khans to 

T am to inform you that Sir B, y has addi 

AS » yon that Sir B. ¢h dressed a telegra is Maj 
a at Tohran acquainting him with the intention of econ ee or 5 
et i he ts i as to Pa ts ie conte with the two Khans, and with their opinion that, 
if the negotiations are to bo productive of any usoful ‘result, those Chi 
Inverted with povvers to settle dofinitely all questions connected eth gee 
viol Grog has aceon ily instructed Sir ©. Spring-Rice to. endeavour to 

seertiin and to report the approximate d ich the Khans 
Hersam fader ule ta euasynhi t t nnd f osh 
leave, for lis Majesty’s Viee-Consul at ion ya 
the ruling faily and obta mugoinent proposed by youn 
i ant Ht Knee it gee mci wt 0 
uu i ity s are unwilling to. henis sin cor nicati 
Teh Bs Maja La on aay be iu or iy ‘0 obtain the desired informa 

and thet. i is hat, owing to the condition of tho roads at the 
season, Captain Lori any caso find it impossil ho elepe wich 
senso, Cota, La in ciny caso find it impossible to 





(4171) 


ic inuary Inst, 
* SAMA TDG ae erste of SS On Pec 
Allsirs; Gopi of tstexauas whi sed. bet is Clee ant the Viewse 
aera eatis OF eran which have passed beteen this lice and the Viney 
Thvill he soon that the Goverment of © on 
on Mr. Morley, however, 
nticiated by the Govoranent of Pedie woah 
it necessary at the pr sit th 

1 s-fs at present proposed, to 

sxinin ht result ftom a ahing up'of the Talia 
Ao 


upon the pa pects of the proposal of the Gov t ist 
SB Gis ino, On : hole, ME Parubeneal Gare ee 
>i might I tistiucted to. propose that, insted oe rige 
SiN an aes Raa ‘or rather combined. ollie shoul i Teaabie a a 
tations, bol 01 nil sand i aiaie: 
tish and Russinn signal 

Gniploye; or, altcmnatively, te allies, helongts icraveriwihlercste 

1 iv ‘olfees: belonging to euch: Pawer, wi 
auutator in a separate shed wocwssible to boil pactiegs gal thee ge Eee 


Power should have for certain 
Wout have for certain, xed hot ihterrapte i 
er how day uninterrupted possession of the 


bf the Indo-European Telegraph. Department 


| Tam, &e. 
(Signed) “HORACE WALPOLE, 


—_SEeEe— 


a 


Inclosure 1 in No. 72. 
Mr. Morley to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, January 8, 1907. 

MESHED-SEISTAN line: Your telegram of the 15th December, 1906, 

Your telegram of the 19ih December shows that on Seistan line, at any rate, 
there is no need for second wire; and His Majesty's Government, though they are 
prepared, subject to Russian Government undertaking to support Nasratabad 
extension, to accept Russian proposal provisionally as modus vivend? pending general 
sclslonicnts ant be glad to avoid expense of second wires both on ‘Tehran’ and 
Seistan lines, should he glad if you could formulate ascheme by which Consular 
officers of each Power eould respectively sce' tor of righit, on line worked 
dy the other Power, exclusive use and control of existing wire for sufficient number 
‘of ours dail 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 72. 
Mr. Morley to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) Ps India Office, Janvary 15, 1907. 
MESHED-SEISTAN telegraph line. 
Please reply, with the least possible delay, to my telogram dated the Sth fnstant, 


+ Inolosure 8 in No. 72. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 
(Telographic,) B. Tanuery 27, 1907. 
SHED-SEISTAN telegraph: Your telegram dated the Sti instant, 
We consulted Consul-General, Moshed, and Consul, Seistan, by telegram on the 
12th instant, Follo cir replies -— 


1, From Major Sykes, 


“Exclusive Persian control aver both lines, with only Persian officials oxeept 
at terminuses, or with minimum number of clerks of both Powers at necessary 
centres, might bo arranged, provided Russia ts prepared to act in good faith, In 
oriler that tapping may be prevented as much as possible, all instruments should 
be out of Tine circuit.” 


2. From Cuplain Kennan, 


“Should suggestion of Consul-General, Meshed, in which T eoeur, prove 
impracticable, T suggest, that we should adopt any scheme by which it will be 
insure that officers of one Power shall not have dveess to lino while it is bo 

ie other, ‘There are thio alteriative arrangements that would make this 
possible, vi 
“First, use of Persian office, both at intermediate and! terminal stations, by both 
Powers. 
Second, establishment of neutral offices, to be used bith by ouiselyos and 


+ Maintenance of soparate battery and fusteuments by both Powers would not be 
open to objection. Presence of British signallers, to remmin in office while line 
occupied by us, woold also be necessary wherever Russians have them,” 


Following are my own views:— 

1, That, since large expansion of trafMle mast follow linking up of line with 
Russian and’ Indian systems, cost of second wire «ny Suistnn-Moshed Tine ts justifiable 
‘eommercially as well as on the political ground that it will give us equil control 
With Russians over line, Russians would, presumably, pay for extra wire on ‘Tehran— 
Meshed tine, 






















2, That suggestion of Consul-Gei 


Persian control is i i i 

impracticable in. tor i 
control of both through medium on envons wu ee 

ti oth lines, through medium of Persian empl vor 
fate Reins Suggestion fo establish neutral offices might pe ae Sue 
2 ement, pend i second wires or ot 

question by exchango or othervis; ox if use of ane oT ene opatlement at 
is objected to by Russians, separate offices, wi 
of which both Consulates possessed keys, imi: 
‘and torminal stations, ie 


(Repeated to Tehran.) 


— 
Tnelosure 4 in No, 72, 






place both lines under exclusive: 













Of same office by officers of both Powers 
th commutator in separate shed outside, 
ight be established at both intermediate 
















Note by the Directorzin-chief of the Indo-E 


iuropean Department, dated January 29, 1507, 





ITE Director of ‘Telos 
the Persian Governmont, an 
anotlior wire fo the ling 
Tehran and Mes, 
intone ttt tls reported. that the Meshied-Seistan tine during 1903 
Hntomanie pventon des for period ggmogning 380 oun S 205-1000 an 
As to the proposals made, there are objections to usine Pe v i 
thay nugmetiate station, as our signers could not hage the aliens chee a 
use the eta essases: “There would by no objection to using newteal olecs 
ig tah on Signnllere would have the office to. themselves at 
Ruasinig atyelgtrs: nd. thus tho secrecy of. the messages would bo insveal tr tk 
Ania aagTaset, tO neutral, oF rather enanbincd, offices, ten separate offices Cotes 
bat ited, He minutator would be placed in an outside shed, both 
by tho Government of Tati f the It a Co het trangement proposed 
Ponding a Onl sottlement of the telogeaph question in Seotens ee eeaey BuePoses 


(Signed) 





hs at Tehran has informed me that 

8 infor iat, at the request 
Mihi timate was prepared for that Government entice 
ine from ‘Tehran to Shabrud, a station about half-way between 












































































HT, A. KIRK, 














[4192] No, 73, 











Sin C. Spring: Rice o Sir Eilward Grey—(Received Februar 
8 * Spring-Ri ir Kdward Grey—(Received February (,) 
(Volographio) Py ‘Tehran, February 6, 1907. 
SONERNORSITP of S Dish 








Domenereaamar of Seitan, Hashinntsl-Mulk, ho resides hore, 
te Nh, haan Govern in favour 
ot tn hi spite. Tn conseque 
fons vernment have now made a 
. to he Deputy-Governor. 












Jat had a 
i 5» the Persian € 
\l-appointod his eltest son, Mahiammed It 



























‘The Potsian Covornmont have mate i 
ees Goverum miae.no communication to mo on. the subj 
Thy the Russian Minister that he has instructed hie | Le 








Hnatl-Mulk is now trying to obtain the Kai vi ij 
rw tt aS German hick 


















No. 74. 





Sir ©: Spring-Iice to Sir Edvard Grey—(Hecciced February 6,) 





iia) P, 

PERSIA. Si. Nicolson’ tlexram No. 15 ofthe 4th stant 

Sir A Neloon Stelanes with whom T base spoken, are in agreement with 
A rovohitionary movement 

stops to suppress it, Tn this he is i 





‘Tehran, February 6, 1907, 




















doubt exists, and he seems t 
ifluenosd partly by general polite oe a 
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interest in the Shab, and partly by his fear of the effect that a revolutionary movement 
here might have on the Caucasus. 

Although there is, I think, a strong movement against: the Goverment, against 
the Belgian Customs Administration, against foreign loans and Concessions, and 
against foreign political influence in general, so far there docs not appear to be any 
‘general anti-Christian and anti-foreign movement likely to endanger person or property. 
But thongh not dangerous at prosent, the antiforeign movement may becamo so if 
foreign Governments take an active part in internal politics 

My advice would he that such interference should be avoided by the tio Govern- 
ments as long as possible (though Russia’s position, owing to the’ Caucasus, differs 
from ours), but that both Powers should have plans ready on paper for financial or 
military measures, in ease the defence of Enropean lives and property should render 
such measures absolutely necessary. Popular antipathy would be much increased by 
any suspicion of joint action, and’ these plans should therefore bo kept as secret as 


‘possi 
















(4194) No. 75. 
Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Groy—(Received February 6.) 





Be Tehran, February 6, 1907, 
PERSIA. My telegram No, 17 of today 
In onler to strengttien the Shah's position against his people, the Russian Mi 
may be contemplating making him a loan. If wo participate in such 
strong popular movement, against us will be the result, If we refuse to particlp 
justify Russia in making it without u 

No serious disorders suflicient to j 















measures hive go far ocourred, 





fy exceptions 











and I think the safest course would be to suggest awaiting developments, 
(4254) No. 76, 

Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received February 7.) 
(No. 16.) 


(elegraphie.) P. St, Petersburgh, February 7, 1007. 

PERSIA, My telegram No, 15 of the 4th instant, 

T took the opportunity yesterday of communicating to the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs the substance of some information which Ihad received from Sir O, Spring- 
Rico tending to show that the situation was not so alarming as that doseribed by the 
sian Minister, M, Isvolsky agrecd that abstention from all appearance of interven- 
would be prudent, and that the Persians should be allowed to arrango their 

among themselves. understood. that he had told the Russian Minister to 
p in constant touch and consultation with Sir @, Spring-Rice, and ho expressed tho 
hope that sve should keep each otler informed of any fresh developments. 











(Confidential) 
Ho expressed his belief that M. Hartwig had been unduly alarmed at, tho 


situation, and had somewhat exaggerated its gravity, 








(4356) No. 7. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 8.) 
(No. 17.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, February 8, 1907, 

REFERENCE to telegrams from Tohran of February 6: Unrest in Persia. 

M, Isvolsky repeated to mo yesterday ovening that instructions: had been sent to 
AM. Hartwig to act in close coucert with British Representative at Tehran, Tho latter 
‘was, I said, of opinion that the attitude of the British and Russian Governments 
should be one of non-interference in the internal affairs of Persia; and that the 
Situation would be aggravated at this moment by any intervention in view of the 
movement against foreign officials in the Persian service and against foreign conces- 
p77] U 
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sions. ‘Though M. Ievolsky is anxious lest this movement, becoming more serious, 
should affect the Caucasus, I think he is also of this opinion, 

As regards the finanefal measures which the two Governments might undertake 
under certain circumstances, I venture fo think that the Russian Government would 
not act independently of His’ Majesty's Government in this matter, and also to submit 
that our offer of a joint udvance still stands open, Iwill not discuss the question of 
plan of possible inilitary action before receiving your instructions, 

(Repeated to Tehran:) 





(4348) No. 78. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 5, 
No, 20.) ) 
‘oloraphic,) Py Tehran, February 8, 1907. 

BAKUTIART road. have received your telegram No. 12. 

Tam informed that Chiefs will commiinieate with Colonel Picot on reaching Paris, 
whither they start in about « w 

Tr is sintod hy Sirdar Ass fs will accept any arrangement which 
may bo arrived at letweon him aud the Transport Company. He says he will 
endeavour to show their formal consent to this. 

‘Tho telograph lino to Abwaz is not in working order, and communications have 
to go vid Bushire, aud from there by post to Ahwaz. Lam instructing ViewConsul at 
Ava by this ans to try o obtain consent of rung Chet, 

With regard to allairs of Oil have just obtained, at request of Vico 
Consul at Ahwaz, an undertaking in writing from Chicks who are now hiero the exact 
opposite of that which ‘Pransport Company required, viz, that al 
could To dealt with only by ruling Chiefs, and that the others wi 
arrangement whieh they may make, 

Confusion may he caused hy eondueting affairs of Transport Company in Paris 
and. those of Syndivate at Ahwaz Tn any ease C would, 1 think, be well 
vised to wait bofore coming to any arrangement with Sirdar Assad until ruling 
Chiefs have siven forinal consent, Sirdar ontirely lacks all scruples and 
independent authority which is recognized, 





[4357] No. 79. 


y SH © Spring Rie to Sie Raeort Grey-—(Receeed February 8.) 
‘ Tehran, February 8, 1907. 


phi) 
VANCE to Shab, 


pplication for money with which to pay 
med at the situation in the town, 
i Minister tho credit of tho Russian Bauk is exhausted, 
View of the uudesirability of delay, T propose to authorize the Manager of th 
Tmnper kof Persia to advance 30,0001, to M. Nans (half of this sum to be rey 
Dy the Russian Tuk it once) in the forny of a joint advance on current account, under 
tho Stal signature, by dh tivo Banks, at the samo intrest and with the samesecurty 
8 provions loans 
‘Who constitutional difficulty: as to loans is avoided ly this method, and the tro 
Governinents relio Dility. 
‘The troops certainly nevd the money, and M, Naus, who has some reason to fear 
for his porsonal safety, will see that it reaches dem, 
1 nist tho Government is increasing, especially at Resht and 
lirocted against the Imperial Bank, but, as yet, foreigners 
ot in danger, L think, howeve Of Onder in the 
is DE 
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4171) No. 30, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 


0. 9, 
Geierephia) P. fl Foreign Office, February 8, 1907. 
YOUR telegram No, 7 of the 12th ultimo, ; 

You are authorized to make the following proposal to the Russian Governmont 
regarding the Meshed-Seistan telegraph, making it clear to them that the suggested 
arrangement is only to serve as a temporary modus civendi pending a general settlement, 
and that it is subject to an undertaking on their part as proposed in M, Tsvolsky's note 
‘of the 30th November, not to opposo thie Nasratabad extension, Sein 

‘Our proposal, the adoption of which would avoid the expense involved in plach 
additional wires on the lines, is that cither neutral, or rather combined, offices. shoul 
be established at all stations, both intermediate and torminal, where Russian and British- 
signallers aro employed; or, as an alternative, separate offices should be established, 
Delonging to each Power, with a commutator in a separate shel accessible to both parties 
and tat the signallers of each Power should have uninterrupted possession of the lines 
‘and offices during certain fixed hours every day. 





(4520) No, 81. 
Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 9.) 


No. 22.) 
Bat nie) PB ‘Tehran, February 9, 1907. 
MESHED-SEISTAN telegraph Tine Your telegran No. 9) of yestorday to St. 
Peters 
Tussian undertaking ‘not to oppose ” will, Ifear, only bind the Russian Govern= 
mont as far as official action is concerned, 1 fear that the present. Grand Vizier will 
oppose tho extension if he thinks Russia would prefer not to seo it made, even if the 
Russian Legation ask him officially not to do 60, 





£4521) No, 82. 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 9.) 


‘Tehran, February 9, 1907. 
: My telegram No. 21 of the Sth February, Urgent. 
o received a letter from M, Naus, asking that the tivo Banks shiould advance 

150,000 tomans, “in order to pay the troops and strengthen their loyalty,” 

‘Thoro is urgent need of this sum, and M. Naus has received an aittograph otter 
from the Shah authorizing the Customs to borrow it. 

May T authorize the manager of the Tmporial Bank to pay ont this sum, the 
Russian Bank to repay half of it either in Europe or in ‘Tehran? 





(4357) No. 83. 


Sir Edvard Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 
(No. 12:) 
(Telearaphic:) P. Foreign Office, February 9, 1907. 
RHE following telogram No, 15 will bo ropeated to Telia: 
“We proposo to authorize the advance to the Shad if the Russian Government 
concur in the arrangement outlined by Sir ©. Spring-lRice in his telegram No, 21 of 
yesterday,’ 





76 
(4520) No. St. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 
ie 14) tir Edway rey to Sir A, Nicolson. 
(Telegraphic.) P, Foreign Of Februar: 

‘SEE telogram No. 22 from Tehran : Persian Tee GARI 


Tt you think you can do so with any prospect of success, you shoul “ 
the Ruisian Government's support for the proposed Seitan exteecior ee oF fo obtain 





(4524) ; No. 85. 


ee ai Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 10.) 
(Telegraphie.) P. Tehran, Febn 
ADVANCE to Shah : Your tologram No. 15 of yesterdays 7 19 10 1007. 

Authorization of the Russian Government has riot yet been received. T have just 
recoiver! a friendly message from the Shah and have just seen the Ttussian Minion 
ho has amply means of communicating with His Majesty. ML Naus alleges that the 
Shah's lifo is in danger, and that ho anust have money to pay the troops, but neither 
Toxation has received any intimation from His Majesty to that elects "The Cossck 
Brigit aro tho only roliabl troops in Tolman, and thoy havo been paid, ‘Tho remaintag 
#000 soldicrs catn thir own livelitood. Nans! position is seriously menaced, and fe 
Jooles ax IF he required the money fu in order to securo it, 

Tho mutintenanee of ana inclined. to think, 
ho the best poliey, although Russia and ow. of the increasing 
popu i, propane for tho, powsibil ned intervention in the 

Itmiey i alvaneel ih ft wil he ora na a 
M. Nang both Legations will be compromise ta an uapopiles tase eo ero 
Majong Corrs wl Us compromise ih an unpopilareanse an whih His 

havo as bon warn jy the ZikessSultan that if the vi 
popular party inerensos, the Shah may, in self defenco, be obliged to have. racy 
forvign help. Wo must act with great eaution, but I think th ar ee 
curofil abstontion on our part from any interference, may ‘sep things quivt, i 


My suggestion therofore would be that, a 
instrcte to'nso our own discretion, 8? ommattor of the advance, we should be 


iolont attitude of the 





(4356) No. 86. 


Ronn Sir Eilward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 


(Dolographi » Foreign O| ve 
ee 5 Rorcign Office, February 10, 19 
SITUATION in Po gue fale No, 17 of fice gina a 
a ly concur with Sir C. 8; 1 deprocating intervention in the 
informal affairs of Persia, and you mm $0 inform tho Russian Minister for Foren 

Majesty's Government is that any a 
’ ; ht is that any proposals for measures of 
Fy antura oul! ho opposed 0. tho principle of nonrtatervention, Lis agp 
stances, though we hope it will not he necessary to montion the question, we 
‘nly attompt the protection of British interests in the ports of the Persian Gut 


should 





[4704] No. 87. 


Sir A. Nic m to Sir Edw, irey.—| rt 
6 res A. Nicolson to Sir dard Grey.— (Received February 11) 
‘Tolographie,) PB, St. Petersburgh, Februar, ii 
YOUR tolograun No. 12of the Ott instant, Advance to the Shahn”? Le 1007. 
Ministor for Forojgn AMuis informs to that Russian Govoramort entirely concur 


in this proposes ment, and i ister in Te 
Heian 1 eget, and that Russian Minister in Tehran has. informed 


Thavo informed Sir C. Spring-Rice of the above. 


= 


7 


fa7i2) Bee? 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received February 11.) 
No. 19, 
GSegepnic) Pp, St. Petersburgh, February 11, 1907. ' 

SIR C. SPRING-RICH'S telegram of yesterday. Advance to the Shab. 

It will not be possible for me to see Ministor for Foreign Affairs boforo to-morrow 
evening, but I do not think there would be any objection on his side to Russian 
Minister being authorized to use his discretion as to loan if similar instructions were 
given to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 





[4696] SREY 


Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 11.) 
No, 25.) 
aes) ion Pr, ‘Tehran, February 11, 1907. 

NATIONAL Bank, 

In the now National Bonk Charter there is a clause which gives it tho right of 
priority for importing silver for minting purposes. ‘Tho Imperial Bank complains of 
this on the ground that it would onable the National Bank to cut off the supply of coin, 
and so provent the Imperial Bank from mocting ealls on its notes, ‘ 

Increasing agitation against Inporial Bank may create difficulties, but I think that 
in view of the popular excitement we had better take no action for the prosent, 

‘The question of the amalgamation of the foreign and Natioual Banks may 
eventually call for serious consideration, especially if the National Bank is offered 
assistance by German banks; but as the Natioual Bank has not yet got the necessary 
funds the question neod not bo yet raised, It would, perhaps, in any case more 

oporly form part of the general sottlewient. At the samo time tho position of the 
Enartl Bante may, ja iny opinion, cou became eoriously tusedlonet A wamutng 
should be taken from the success of tho popular agitation against M, Naus, 


[4697] N00 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey —(Received February 1.) 
Wo. 26.) 
(Lelegraphic.) P. ‘Tehran, February 11, 1907. 
REFORM movement. 
My telogram No. 24 of the 10th Fob: 
‘An ultimatum demanding the recog yas limited, the 
rosponsibility of Ministers fo the Chamber, and tho dismissal of M. Nau and his Chiof 
stant has been sont to the Shah by the Assembly. ‘The SI night offered a 
to tho first two demands and agreed t 
to linye put-an end to the inain difficulty, but. the Assembly insist on 
the acceptance of their other demands, ‘There is no disturbance in tho town, but tho 
conflict between the people and the Shah may again take a serious turn, and His 
Majosty may sook help from outside, Pending further dovelopmonts, I should 
recominend an attitude of reserve, 





(4714) NER 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received February 11.) 
(No. 27.) 
(Telegraphic) P. ‘Tehran, February 11, 1907. 

T HAVE agreed with Russian Minister that wo should Loth tologeaph to our 
Governments as follows :— 

“The dismissal of MM. Naus and Prien entaila, in our opinion, great danger for 
the revenucs of the customs, especially as rumour says that the Assombly intend to 
take over these revenues for the purposes of the National Bank. 

“This would bo an infraction of tho Joan Conventions, and we therefore think that 
it would be desirable to address the Persian Government, asking what they intend to 

i717] 
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do with regard to the customs administration, and what guarantee they will give that 
fhete revenues shoul not bo diverted, sing that they are tho ecco rs 
loans. 


“We should be glad to receive, as soon as possible, the authorization of our 
Governments to make communication in the above sense.” 


_Tam informed by the Belgian Minister that the Minister of Finance, to whom, in 
conjunction with a Belgian Assistant who was lately in charge of the customs at Resht, 
tho control of the customs has now been intrusted, says that he perfectly realizes that 
the interest on the foreign loans must be punetually paid. 

‘The proposed communication to the Persian Government, if carefully worded, 


seems to be wnobjectionable, 60 long as wo avoid all interveni 
belulf of M. Naus personally. Y A RSE SERIE TSB 





[4715] No. 92, 


a, Fg) Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 11.) 
Polexraphic,) P. ‘Tehran, February 11, 1907. 
REFORM snovement. etree a 


wornment, to the best of my 
of self-dofenco, and not to 
In viow of the political 
ay take a different view of 





{4716} No, 93. 


fo. yoy 5" & Soving ie to Sir Edvard Grey.— (Received Freer 1.) 
0, 9 
(Holographic) B. Tehran, Fe 
REFORM movement. lieth Ea 
lugram No, 28 of to-d 
ulty: is now regarded as sottled, the Shah having formally aecopted the 
demands of the people, 





(4524) No. 94. 
(No. 16,) Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 


(elogaphie,) P. Foreign Office, February 1 
YOUR tetegran No. 24 of yesterday. oOo OT: 


You have authority to uct according to your discretion with regard to the advance 


to the Shah, acting througlout in concert with the Rin ter. His Majesty's 
Government desiro to avoid, as far as possible, affording any protext on which an 
‘accusation of interference in the internal affairs of the ‘country 





[4810] No. 95. 


India Ofice to Foreign Offce-—(Received February 12.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Undor- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, a paraphrase of a 
telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 9th February, relative to the 3 Seistan, 
telegraph line, 

India Office, February 12, 1907, 


Tnclosure in No. 95. 
Mr. Morley to Government of India, 


(felegraphic.) P. India Office, February 9, 1907, 

‘MESHED-SEISTAN line, 

‘Your telegram dated the 27th ultimb. 

Instructions have heen sent to Sir A. Nicolson to propose alternative arrange 
ments you have suggested to the Russian Goyei it, making it at same time plain 
that projwsal is subject to Russian Government’s undertaking, as proposed by 
M, Isvolsky in note of the 80th November, 1906, not to oppose Nasratabad extension, 
and that it is only temporary arrangement as modus vivendi ponding general settlement, 





(4811) No. 96, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Ieceived February 12.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of Stato for India prosonts his compliments to the Under 
Scorvtary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Sceretary Morley, 
forvards lirowith, for the information of the ‘Secretary. of State, a parapliraso of a 
telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 9th February, relative to the reinforcement. of 
Consular guards in Persia, 


India Office, February 12, 1907. 


Tnelosure in No. 96. 
Mr. Morley to Government of India. 


(etoxeaphic.) P. India Office, February 9, 1907. 

GONSULAR guards, Persia, 

Your telegram dated the 17th ultimo. 

Tapprove action proposed ; provious reference should, however, be made to His 
Majesty's Government before mobile column or other forco is dispatched to, Persia, 
Seo telegram dated 31st ultimo from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, repeated to you, 





[4816] No. 97. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received February 12.) 
(No. 20 
(einer phie) P. St, Petersburgh, February 1 
PROPOSAL that question of loan to the Shah should be dealt with by British and 
Russian Representatives acroning to their discretion has not yet boen communicated 
to Minister for Forei rs by Russian Ministor ut Tehran, but, whon he receives it, 
ho will authorize Russian Minister to act in concert with Sir C, Spring-Rico as to tho 
mode which might appear snost advisable to both. 
(Sir ©. Spring-Rico informed.) 
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[4817] No. 98. 


wom) Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey-—(TReccived February 12.) 
Pelographie,) P. St. Petersburgh, Fe 
SIRO. SPRING-RICE'S telegram of yesterday. sale Sree Le NT: 
Persian customs revenues, = 
‘ussian Minister at Tehran has comm ted to Minis Foreign i 
of proposed gnmunicaton to Prion Government Tei ental wil hat seesod 
fran Sir. Spr Personally, M. Involsky considers that some such communica- 
lon is mecesary to safeguard our joint nancial interests, but he will eonsule with 
, He presume lost suitable date to make communicatic 
toate ban presumes moat suitable date to make communication would 
should be grateful to be furnished with your views on the icati 
that Xun intrmn Mints fox Foreign Aare of umn Ot he Communication, so 
(Above com cated to Sir O, Sps 





(4818) No. 99. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Baward Grry— (Received February 12.) 
(Nn, 22, 


St. Pelershurgh, Rebrua 
that he had’ een 
oral Staff on the Per 

une 
+ not to have re 
epee Fender absolotely ngeessary, andl to Keep th 

past uy is should maa Hanon gtnosslyecoins naiwoidable ; 

tion with then eats 

cally: 

wwoutld ho our line of eonduct, a 

(Repeated to Sir @, Spring-Rico.) 





No, 100, 
Sir Edward Grey (0 Sir ©. Spring-Rice. 
graphic) P. z 
i HUG ae Foreign Office, February 1 
tion to tho 
toleyrami No. 27 


» in concert with the Russian Minister, 
raiment, in the form of am inquiry at 





(4715) No. 101. 


me Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Riee. 


(Volographicn) P, Foreign Office, Ke 
o MON ie, Foreign Office, February 12, 1907. 
‘ur language to tho Russian Minister, as reported in. yom 
bissian Minister, as reported in your telegram 
the fot that is Majeai’s Governsuant eats nok eansonte to denon- 
oo reform movement Or in favour of the Porsian Goverment, his ny 
Thu Russiiin posttinn i alt but 
Rese evi oult but on no avedunt must we be drawn into 
hows of foro unless it is rend absolutely necessary for the mae 
Moth ven then one could ¢ to the ports for physteal 
i‘ Dherofore, vou should bring all your tulhiones to bear #0 al 
Russia Govertaent frou the coutenplation uf uae tio 
politival effost, which: avould be 
Ingersention. 


ee 


yy dlomoustration vith. ¥ 
i i lomoustrition sith view ta 
in clear couthadiction. with: the :principle of non. 
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(4892) Nee 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 18.) 
(No. 23, 
GSemrpnie) _P. St, Petersburgh, February 13, 1907. 

SIR’ ©. SPRING-RICE'S telegram No. 27 of tho Mth’ Robruary. | Porsiam 
customs. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs have communicated a pro-memorid to me, stating 
that instructions Haye been sent to the Russian Minister in Tehran to make the 
inquiries proposed in the above-mentioned telegram, should his British colleague be 

imilarly instructed. 

On receipt of your telegram No, 17 of yesterday, I informed the Ministry that the 
necessary authorization had boen given to Sir C. Spring-Rice 

(Repeated to Sir C. Spring-ltice.) 





[4818] No, 103, 
Sir Eitward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 


No. 19.) 
(eicgrohiey 2 Foreign Offce, February 18, 1907. 
SITUATION in Pers 
< of Russian policy 
hich moots with the entire con- 





[5007] No. 104. 


Sir ©, Spring-Rice (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 14.) 
No. 31.) 
felographic.) P. ‘Tehran, Februory 
REFORM movement: Sir A. No, 22 of the 12th 
Is regard to the present sitnat i 
follows :-— 

“The Concessions granted to the Assembly by the lave Jed to 9 goneral 
cessition of the agitation in Peraia, We oxpect tliat, with the possible exception of 
isolated incidents during the month of Moharrem, there will be uo trouble, for some 
finie at auy rate, No partioular danger js, in our opinion, to he apprehunded for the 
Shahi or for Enropean subjects or agents, it of course we will keop a careful eye on 
the situation. 

Wo are acting in harmony aud aro constantly in touch with one anotlien.” 


1 sav Minister for Forcign Affairs yenterd: sined to hin that there 
would be no interference on t} part of either Powor in their ils were. 
atuicked. begged that he would inform the leaders of the Popular party of this and 
take it clear to them. Both tho Russian Minister and {havo constantly expressed 
ourselves in this couse, and Tthink the leaders understand it, 

ne time, the pooplo of Tabroce distrust this Shiah's promises, and thoro is 

secitement there, and I think it not impossible that events in North Porsia 

may force the liands of the Russian Governmout, In theso stances it woulll bo 
‘well to be prepared for such an eventuality. 





(6008) Re 


Sir C. Spring-Rice (0 Sir Edward Grey —(Received February 14.) 

Wo. 32.) 

(Telographie.) P. Tehran, February 14, 1907. 
ADVANCE to Shah: Sir A. Nivolson’s tologram No, 20 of the 12th instant. 
Country is now quiet, and Russian Minister and [agree that momont is not 

opportune for making the proposed advance, which would probably not be used for 

Paying the troops, but would be diverted to other purposes. We can hold it in 

Teserve, and hand it over if absolute necessity should arise. 
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[3498] No. 106, 
Foreign Offce to Treasury. 
‘Sir, Foreign Office, February 14, 1907. 


TAM directed by Seoretary Sir B. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 25th ultimo relative to certain proposals for increased expenditure in Persia the 
incilenco of tho cost involved, and the question ‘of a possible reduction in existing 
establishments in that country. ' ‘The Secrotary of Stato for India is being consulted ce 
the points raised in your lettor, and an answor will be returned as soon as his observer 
ons ve bean reoivd, 

Sir B., Groy-is, liowever, of opinion that, while eortain of the proposals made by 
the Governmont of India may form the subjeet of further eonsideration, the question ck 
Policive the trade routes of Southom Porsia and of affording proper protection to 
rth rao intoret in hose togions is one of immediate impo 

fun (6 transmit herewith, to be laid bofora the Lords Commissioners; copy of 

fetter from the London Chamber of Commoree,® to which reference was made in my 
Totter of tho Sth August, 1906, showing tho dangerous condition of these roads. Late. 
Foports confirm tho prevailing insecurity. Representations to the Persian Goverumeat 
havo proved uscless, as they. have not th moans at their disposal to assure order aed 
safely, which ean only be secured hy cuabling His Majesty's Consular officers: to 

furnish the no 

hope that, ponding a further comm 
will give their 

stitution of 
Abbas as sugested by the 
0 ultimo, eopy of which is herewith 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) BE. GORS! 





[8498] No, 107, 
Forcign Office to Initia Office. 


Si 5 Foreign Office, February 14, 1907. 
TAM dircoted ‘hy Sccroiary Sir B, Groy to aéknowlodge the reeoipt of your letter 
Of tho 30th ultino, and to transmit to you herewith, to: be lad hofore tho Seorotary of 
State for Initia, edpy of a letter from) the "Treasury regarding eortain,propusats for 
inorvaseil expenditure in Porsinet according to.a list annexed, to which the sanction of 
the Vords Commissioners hax hitherto been withheld pending the result of unofficial 
ussions ng to the general question of the growth of expenditure in Porsia and. ita 


1 will be obsorved that their Lordships aro prepared to accopt as a charge against 
Tmporial funy one mojoty of the additional cost of such of these proposals ax: have 
boon slteady carried into effect, but that they inyite consideratin as. to whether fe 
Drosont circumstances ibis necessary to proceed with the remaindor of the proposals: 
‘and, farther, whothor it will not. bs practicable and desirable. to effect, in the neat 

» substantial reduction in the existing establishments in Persia, 

Tan to state that Sir Bj 10 immediate prospects of any reductions in 
tho jwesrnt establishments vinder the Borcign ‘Office, but that he Would be wld te 
recoive Mr. Morley? observ h regard to the Indian portion of the expenditure 

i ell for information as to which of the proposals 
referred! to in p ‘Preasnry letter lave been already carried into elfeets 

It appears to Sir B. Groy that, while certain of these proposals may form the 
object of furthior consideration, the question of policing the southern trade routes aud 
of affording proper protection to British trade interests in that part of Persia ia one of 
Tnuodiaio Importance, 1 am to iuelose herewith copy of a etter which has been 
‘addressed to the ‘Treasury on this subject § 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) E. GORST, 





* Tapidon Chamber of Commerce, Joly 90,1906, N58. NowSl*. —«§ Na OR 
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{5221} No. 108. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 11.) 
(No. 24.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petershurgh, February 17, 1907. 
SUITING took: place reoenty of the Committe which ies ‘amining the questions 

forming the subject of our negotiations, and I hear from Count Benekendorit that 

siderable progress has been made, aud that the results were generally satisfuctory— 
in fact, he seemed to think thatthe time when the whole Convention could be concluded 
was not far distant. The Committee, ho said, are desirous of knowing our views a8 
to the terms of the Afghan Convention, in view of its closo connection with the Persian 
arrangement. I replied that our views on the subject wore not yet ready for 
‘communication, 

Texpect to see the Minister for Foreign Affairs on Wednesday, and Ishall endeayour 
to ascertain from him the nature of the Russ 


tercourse on local 
iui and specially designated Afghan frontier 
ly that wo would raise no objections to such relations? ‘The 
former course is, Ethink, what he will suggest. 
‘There is evidently a desiro to hasten on’ our nogotiations. ‘Tho moment ie 
fayourable, and it would be advisable not to let it pass by. T understand that the 
Fapanoso negotiations are progressing, well. 





(5270) No. 100, 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 18.) 
0. 18) 
ir, Tehran, January 29, 1907, 
T HAVE the honour to transmit horowith a summary of tho events of the past 
war. Separate Memoranda on various current matters propnred by the Counsellor, 
ililary Attaché, and Secretaries of this Legation, will be sent Inter in a separate 
despateh, I ventaroattho sume tino to subnae thefalloytag abearyadony: 

‘The action taken by Mr. Grant Dulf, in relation to the popular moveniont, was 

forced upon him by tho cireuinstancos of the ease. The oeeapation of the Lega 
es by the refuxees was mainly owing to the fact that they could not take rofugo 
osques, and that the troops had already caused considerable loss of life, ‘There 
despread conviction that while the British on sympathized with a eo 
stitutional moyement, the Russian. officials i would exercise their influence 
against it, and in favour of the existing system of goyeramont, to which in the main 
the, lu the country. ‘The popular party, terufore, 
1 custom of * bast” in order to secure their 
ge i English, and not in the Russian, Leyation, 
‘The only method by which this occupation could have been prevented was’ to invoke 
Gh ail ofthe Persian toops against persons who, in Wels struggle for Tiberty, had 
taken refuge under the British flag. It does not appear that such a step lins yet buen 
authorized by His Majesty’s Government, Tn the negotiations which Tollowed, 
Mx. Grant Dif took part, at the formal request of both patties, THis intervention was 
rendered necessary by the fact. that the popular lenders absolutely refused to enter 
into direct relations with the Government of to accept communteations from the Sadr 
Azam. A solution of the pending difficulty was only possible through his mediation ; 
and as to this both parties were agreed, 

His action as peacemaker, which was marked by vigour and impartiality, and 
which was crowned with complete success, resulted in a very great inerease in tho 
fnfluence and prestige of tho British Government in Persia, anda corresponding 
diminution in the influence of Russia, The nment was Grete induced. 
to suggest.a modus vicendi and accepted the proposal fora joint loan which lind been 
made in January, but which had remained until August without an answer. In the 
interval thore is good reason for the belief that, at any rate, the Russian Financial 
Department, with the knowledge of the Russian Legation here, was ready to negotiate 





& loan, and that the terms offered amounted to a serious impairment of Persian 
independence, 

J venture to point out that the terms of the joint advanea, as finally accepted by 
the Russian Department of Finance, provided for the repayment of the advance at an 
early date, and that, if this condition is complied with, the Persian Government will 
have to resort to the expedient of a larger loan, which, as I am informed by a high 
Persian authority, the Russian Government expect Persia to obtain, not from the two 
Governments, but from Russia alone, 

The truce arranged in August between the two Governments was, from the 
Russian point of view, an invaluable expedient for over the interval which 
‘would elapse before the accession of the Russophil Valiahd, who had been brought up 
in Tabreez, where Russian influence was necessarily predominant, and also had been 
carefully “nursed.” by Russian agents, who hnd frecly supplied him with money, arms, 
and fi ndly assurances. At the same time it had a beneficial effect Upon Persian. 

olitics, for although the Russian Government did not, like that of His Majesty, bind 

itself to a policy of non-intervention in Persian polities, the attitude of Enaland has 
eon hitherto imitated by Russia, and both the English and the Russian agents have 
co-operated in the work of conciliation, 2 

I must however add that a review 
the conclusion that the modus_viven 
i ley hero, although it 
hotweon Knslish 
open conflict hetweon Ei dand Russia 
in tho summer, and has, therefore, in no sinall degree contributed to the cause of pea 
More than a month after the conclusion of the Agreement the Russian loc 
tool the most a stop in advance whieh has been taken by ftussia in this countey 

it years and od by force the Seistan end of the Meshed-Soistan telegraph 
ember Sir A. Nicolson communicated a written Memorandum 
rants for their part of the advance would 


by a Br 
onthe P 


mn of Russian 
Governor does not appear 
abit of thking against British 


Tn reviowing the eve idl the 
in the spring to the wish and policy 
of Count Te fooan equitable a 
mont with FE 4 is determination was modifi 

¥ the imexpectert power of the popular movemout, the collapse of the Ve 

nd the predominant influence acoried to the British 
evidently ¢ in tho consent of the Persian 
Toa tind vonditions desired ; and it was not unlikely that an application would 
Two miulo to England oF some other Power. But the etisis was reganted as only 
tempor Within a few months there was every reason to suppose that the 
Russophil Valiahd would sueceedl to the throne and that the popular movement woul 
collapse, Under the sit ap ble to nceept the offer of the 
Englis| h v in a form more or less bin 
on England, but ne inlly accepted by Russia, for joint financial assistance, 

x the offer ion of 


mehusion that 


niitions more favour. 
after the collapse of the popular movement and the accession 
Aud after the offer had been accepted, the Russian Legation was free 
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to continue its former policy here, with the sole modification that the relations 
Between Russian and English officials should be improved by tho withdrawal of 
English opposition, and the popular sympathies alienated from England, by her 
‘Apparent co-operation with Russia, 

‘And venture to add that the Russian view of the ease appears to be based on 
Russia's military position in regard to Northern Persia, her influence over the Shah 
and the governing classes, and ler pecuniary saerifices, which are all incomparably. 
superior fo those of England, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


Inclosure in No, 109. 
‘Summary of Events in Persia for the year 1906, 


‘THE year 1906 has been a yery important epoch in Persian history, for it has 
brought with it the introduction of parliamentary institutions, 

‘The condition of Persia nd toon for some time growing more and more 
intolerable. ‘Tho Shah was entirely. in the hands of a corrupt ving of countiers, 
‘who were living on the spoils of the Government and country, ial parted with 
the treasures inlerited from his father, amd with most of the Imperial and national 
domain. He had thus been obliged to have recourse to forcign loans, the provecds 
of whieh he liad spent in foreign travel or hiad lavished on his courtiers, ‘There was 
a yearly deficit, and the debt of the country was growing daily. ‘There appeared to 
Ye no resource but another foreign loa, wliich, as was ‘woulil bo expended in 
tho same way as preceding loans, and it was wenorally Delieved that the loan would 
only be granted under conditions which would practically extinguish the independence 
of the country. A certain number of young and independent men wore ayvaro of the 
facts, aud were themselves engaged by the Government in the negotintions which 
were being carried on with a view fo the loan. The only capable administrator in 
the country, the Belgian M, Naus, was known to liave amassed a considerable fort 
uring the seven years of is servien and vias believed t be poronaly ntoeste in 
tho conclusion of loan from which tie would undoubtedly: derive both power aud 
profit. And it was to him that the Government was ound to intrust the loan 
negotiations, 

‘hese fiots, known in their entivety to a few who could not divulge the details, 
were vaguely known to a large numbor of Persians, and especially. to tho priests, 
Alreaily in the time of the lato Atabeg a formidable movement, had’ beon started at, 
Kerlola against the policy under which the comtry was being gradually sild to 
forcignors by the Shahi and his Court, A new Grand Vizior hud’ been appointed, 
whose moving principle was belioved to be independence of foreign control. is 
first act was to attempt some sort of fina 
eniler the country iidependent of foi 
hail obtained control of the Government, it was apparent that h 
‘object was to make money. He made au alliance with the Sha 
division of the spoil, Governments were put up for sale, grain Was Hioueded aud sold 
at extortionate prices, the Goveroment domains wore stolen or sold for the bonolit of 
the two conspirators, rie men were summoned to Tehran and forced to disgorgy large 
sums of money, oppression of every sort was countenancod for sideration; tho 
property, and even tho lives, of all Persian subjects were at their mercy. Iinally there 
‘Was every reason to believe that a conspiracy was on foot to dothroud the fool 
impotent Shah and to oust the Valiahid, In their place was fo be put. the Sha 
Sultanch, the Shah's younger son, who was a by-word even in Persia for extortion and 
injustice. 

‘The policy of the Atabey aud his friends lind thus aroused the opposition of all 
classes in Persia: of the few more or less patriotic statesmen, who knew to what a goal 
the country was being led of the priests, who felt that their old power and independence 
‘would perish with that of their country; and of the great mass of tho population 
and the mercantile classes, who were tho daily vietims of the tyranny, of their 
oppressors. 

‘To these strong motives must be added the wave of independence which was 
Passing over the eastern part of Europe, and the: added sense of dignity given, to 
the Asiatic races by the victories of Japan, ‘The great idol of autoeracy which 
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On the evening of the 9th fifty Mullahs and merchants appeared at the Legation 
and took up their quarters for the night, ‘Their numbers soon increased, and on the 
2nd September there were about 14,000 persons in the Legation garden. ‘Their 
conduct was most orderly. ‘The crowd of refugees were organized by the heads of 
the guilds, who took measures to prevent any unauthorized person from entering the 
Legation grounds, ‘Tents were put up and regular feeding-places and times of 
feeding were provided for. ‘The expense was borne by the principal merchants. No 
damage of a wilful chinracter was done to the garden, although, of course, every 
semblance of hed was trampled out, of existence, and the trees still bear pious 
inscriptions cut in the bark, Colonel Douglas, the Military Attaché, Kept wateh ovat 








the Legation Iuildings, but no watch was needed. Discipline and order were 
maintained by the refugees themselves, 


Mr, Grant Duff has left on record a detailed account of the intricate negotiations 





which followed. ‘The Government sent answers to. the popular demands 
roquested Mr. Grant Duff to read to the people. ‘The Government communications 
woro received with derision, At last there Appeared to be no other resoureo than a 
porsonal appeal to the Shah, ‘The people stated firmly that unless their demands were 
granted they would remain in the Legation, as it was their only plaeo of safety, and 
they maintained that until the Shah know what was the real situation their requests 
‘would never receive due consideration. nt Duff obtained the consent of 
Majesty's Government. to the Minister for Foreign Affairs that he 
demanded on audience audience, 
However, never took place. The commaniler of soveral of the Meliran regiments, on 
whom the Min ly depented, made the 
fatal announc gainst the people and that they 


ich they 





































were on the point of thomselves taking rofugo in the British Legation. ‘The Court 
elded. uleMul, head of the Kajar 
od to Kum nthe refugee Mullalis. that the Shalt had 

demands for ional Assembly and for Courts of Justice. 








of difficulty: wh 
ind entirely lost confidence 
thom, ¢ 





then confronted Mr. Grant Duff was that the people 
n their own Government and declined to treat with 
copt through the British Representative. When tho Government mado the 


















announcement of the projected reforms, the people answored that they would not 
‘Aceopt the promise of the Goyernmont wuntess it w ed by the 
Goyerament of the of England, ‘his was naturally impossible. Acting under 
instructions, Mr. more for 








and ontiroly d 
Goveéumont then, attempted fo come to an armngement direc. 
a 





‘The 









etl him for h 
of the now 
inister for Forcign Affatrs, Tietweon the Government and the popular’ leaders. 
After a long discussion, at which Mr, Grant Dnif took mo part except when 
questioned, an agreoment was arrived at, and an amended Reseript published, which 
definitely promise 9 Natio Assembly with legislative 
Reseript was read ont in ritish, Legation to the assem 
received vith enthnsiasm, 
































‘Reactionary party hid not lost hope, and the in 
Lis J 
















down all the Shah's promises and in the production of a Res: 
project of the Constitution was hardly recognizable, ‘The late Grand Vizier, who 
had lingered in the neighbourhood, suddenly returned to his country seat near the 


Shali’s residence, and the Shah absolutely refused to sign the Regulations for the 


Assembly, 
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‘The popular excitement was intense. Notice was served on Mr. Grant Duff 
that the people would again take refuge in the Legation, if necessary, by force, 
About twenty-five of the leaders actually did take up their quarters there, Tb 
seemed as if the disturbances were about ‘to break ont anew. Under these cireum- 
stances Mr. Grant Dufl, in compliance with the instructions sent him from London, 
called on the Russian Minister and invited his co-operation in bringing the matter to 
the serious attention of the Persian Government. The Minister agreed to make 
representations, but demurred to an 























in obedience to my instru 
leaders, if posible, from apps 
own Government, and, at t 

tions to the Po: 





te and uiofficial ropresentae 
gradually calmed down, aud the 
In the meanwhilo, it had beon 
embers of the Council should 
{or Hie provincial Delegates, and tho fest Sesion of 
the new Assembly was opened by the Stiah himself, in the’ presence of the priests, 
the Court, and the Foreign Representatives. The ‘Delegates at once sot to. work, 
and it soon became apparent that they dil not intend to allow their will to, be 
ted, ‘Their opposition made it impossible for the Government to accopt the 
financial assistance offered jointly by Russia and England. 




























‘The Negotiations with Russia, 


At the beginning of 1906 the finances of Persia were in a des} perate condition, 
ig dlebt, the liabilities of tho Government wer bout 6,000,001, 
Of ‘this 8,000,001. had. been borrowed from the Russian Government, 
on the seeurity of the customs. In the preceding. year Russia, ind mado a loan of 
about 100,000. during tho regency of the. Valiahd and as a mark of personal road 
The English Government had offered to lend 150,001, on certain conditions, which, 
however, were refused hy the Persian Government, who asked for a loan of 800,000L. 
instead. On the 6th January, Sir C. Mardinge, on returning to Russia to take leave, liad. 
an important conversation with Count Lamsdorff in which he dwelt on the ineonyent 














nce 
h resulted from the tro countries bidding against one another for the fhyours of 
ul suggested a joint understanding. On tho Sth F od 





private letter to Count Lamsdorff, in which 1 informed him that iy Majesty's 
Government had definitely refused to make a loan to the Persian Government, trusting 
that a similar course would he followed by the Russian Government; and that they 

‘wero ready to entortain proposals for joint action with the Russian Government wit 

view to meeting the financial necessities of Persin, ‘This letter Count. Lamsdorl? 
submitted to the Emperor, and he informed me, verbally, that THis Majesty had 
reotived the communication with satisfaction. 

A few days beforo, the Mushir-ul-Mulk, tho Persian Minister ab St. Potersburgh 
and the son of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, was rocalled to Telian for the avowed 
Parpose of negotiating a Russian loan, Acconing to tho confidential statemont of 

is brother made to Mr. Grant Duff on the 7th February (one day before tho date of 
amy letter), Russia was propared to grant a Tango loai fo Porsia, but on conditions 
which would practically put an end to her independence. This statement was 
subsequently confirmed to mo personally from independent sources. The conditions 
Were (according to theso accounts) that Persia should placo the conduct of her foreign 
relations under Russian guidance and grant no Concessions and make no ‘Treaties 
Without Russian knowledge and consent, About the same time it was stated in 
Tehran that tho presence of MM. Naus (then absent in. Turkey) youll! be shorly 
Fequired in St, Petersburgh in connection with the loan negotiations. On the 
16th February, Count Lamsdorit communicated to me a report which, no doubt, 
emanated from M. Grube, the Russian Financial Agent in Tehran, to the effect that 
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England was negotiating a loan, a report which was, of course, untrue. That 
gentleman immediately afterwards organized a run on the Imperial Bank, which 
proved a failure, On the 1th May, Sir Edward Grey informed the Russian 
Ambassador that he had heard ramours that Germany was negotiating a loan with 
Persia, and he suggested that, in order to preserve the status quo, a joint loan by 
Russia. and Great Britain might be worth considering as a temporary expedient, 

Tn the meantime, information was received to the effect that Mf. Naus had 
attempted to arrange for a loan in Belgium under the guarantee of Russia and secured 
‘on the Persian customs, but the negotiations appear to have fallen through, 

On the 26th July, Sir A. Nicolson mentioned to M. Isvolsky, that it was ramoured 
that Persia was*negotiating with Russia for a loan of 2,000,000, M. Isvolsky replied. 
that since he had been in office there had been no question of a Joan to Persia, On 
the other hand, the evidence seems to me to he conclusive that, all through the 
summer, discussions were taking place in the Shah's presence as to the conditions under 
which « Joan could he negotiated, and the Persian Government seems to have taken it 
for grantod that the offer proviously deserihed remained good, and that, if the Persian 
Govornment accepted the proffered eonditions, there would be no difficulty in 
obtaining the money. ‘The Shah, however, steadily refused to accept conditions which 
he regarded as degrading. ‘he explanation of this conflict of evidence may very 
probably he, that until the negotiations assumed a more definite form, the Russian 

Fora Office, as on previous occasions (1900 and 1902) would have no cognizance 
of thom, 

At th y tho situation suddenly changed, Until then the balance of 
ower in ia and England, the advantage, 
however, hoing with Russia; but with the reform movement and the’ part played in 
it, however reluctantly, by the British Government, English influence beeame for the 





















































moment suprome. Russ to acted directly on the Shah and his advisers; 
Duta nev clenient had suddenly appeared, which had proved stronger than either, and 
dy the nee: of the ease, this element looked to. liberal England. and. not 
autocratic Russin for sympathy and assistance, A prominent part in the popular 





agitation bad Veen assumed 


¥ tho party who maintained that the system of Russian 
Toans was one of the m 


ies of the decline of Persia, and it was obviously out of 























the question that the popular party could ever be brought to acquiesce in a large loan 
from Russia under conditions which would impair Persian independence. On the 
other hand, i€ was not impossible that an application might be made to England with 
the consent of the people. 

On tho astA 











waist the Msbirgl-Dowlel (iho has ala 
fis it fool of Russia) hecame Prime Minister, and he 

office (which lie owed entirely. to the 
handing over to Russia the ‘control o| 
tolegeaph linc, 

Av the samo time, M. Naus openly declared that negotiations for a loan were in 
gress, and that hie himself was procooding to St, Petersburgh in order to conduct 
‘thom to 4 conclusion. 

According to the accounts which haye reached me from the sources above 
mentioned, the facts were as follows :— 

During the tenure of office of the Ain-cd-Dowleh, the Persian Government, 

i vas in sore straits for money, serfously considered the question of accopting 
tho Russian offer made at the beginning of the year, but could not bring itself to 
accept the conditions offered, 

When the Mushir-ed-Dowlch eame into office, he expressed his readiness to 
consider the question of a Russian loan, but resolutely. refused to consent to 
Surrender the mdopendenee of the Persian Government, ‘The Russian Government 
then proposed that M, Naus should proceed to St, Petersburgh to “advise” the 
pegotiators, a proposal which the Shah absolutely refused. Te is quite possible that 
M. Grube, who had now arrived at St, Petersburgh, where he was advising the 
Minister of Finance on Persian matters, suggested that the negotiations would be 
more likely to he suevessful if they were carried on by M. Naus and at St. Peters- 
burgh, It is also quite possible that the Foreign Oilice was not informed of these 
negotiations, which were of a tentative cl wracter, if they existed at all. Whatever 
the truth of this may be, the policy of Russia seems to have changed shortly after the 
change of tho Persian Government, 

On the 19th August the Russian Ambassador expressed the desire of his Govern- 
ment to arvive at a modus vivendi in Persia, and on the 31st M. Isyolsky stated that the 
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Persian Government liad asked for a largo loan, which the Russian Government had 
refused; that in January I had written a private letter to Count Lamsdorff suggesti 
joint action with regard to Persian finance; that this letter had, it is true, remain 
Without a written answer, but that he wished to act in harmony with this “tacit 
agreement.” ‘To these proposals, which were, in fact, the same as those already made 
to His Majesty's Government, first in January and then in May, and which had 
hitherto remained unanswered, Sir E, Grey gave a favourable reply. His Majesty's 
Government wv i discuss the question of making an advance in 

er of the money being lent from any other source, 
Mr. Grant Duff would be instructed to concert with lis Russian colleague as to the 
exact sum required, and as to the best manner of securing that the money should be 
applied to objects of real necessity, 

‘Thus an agreement was at last arrived at as to a joint Joan, a proposal which 
had first been made by Lond Salisbury in 1899, and favourably entertained by the 
Russian Foreign Office, but defeated by the intervention of the Minister of Finance, 
who had accorded Persia a large advance without admitting England to partici 
tion. Russia agreed formally to the proposal, after having received from the British 
Government an assurance which was, at the time, of the greatest value, ‘This was 
the promise (made on the 13th August), that Tis Majesty's Government, would 
pursue in Persia a policy of non-interference, that they would’ accept the Valiahd a 
uccessor to tho Skat: (in spite of hs notoriously Russian sympathiies) and that, on 
my arrival at Tehran, I would try and arrange a limitation of the custom of taking 
“hast” and thus prevent the British Legation from becoming the head-quarters of 
the Reform party. It was indeed clear that if this policy were loyally enmried into 
effect, it would be no longer possible for England to interfere directly in Persian 
polities, and that British relations with the new element which had arisen in Persia, 
and which threatened to become dominant, would immediately loso their intimate 
character, and cease to be a source of anxiety to Russia, 

‘The truco of the 13th August was no doubt designed to put an endl to the 
diplomatic war which had been waged throughout the year between England and 
Russia in Persia, and of which the principal features were as follows :— 

‘The Russian Legation appears to have at first attributed littlo importanco to. the 
popular movement, but when it beeame formidable great efforts wore mado to win it 
over to the service of Russia, Team from credible witnesses that considerable sums 
of money were offered by the Russian Bank on condition that, the populists should 
send a brigade of “ bastis” to the Russian Legation, where preparations were 
actually made to receive them, The attempt, however, was unsuccessful. As soon as 
the people had won the victory, Circulars wore sont by the Russian Minister, of which 
the Legation has a copy, slating that tho popular succoss was due to Russian 
intervention, 

In South Persia an energetic Consul, with a large Cossack guard, was appointed 
at Bunder Abbas, where, as there is no Russian trade, his energies were confined to 
making himself disagreeable to his English colleague. Tn this he was ably seconded, 
by the Belgian Customs official. ‘The telegraph cable laid from Henjam to Bunder 
Abbas, and the whole question of the Henjam establishment, offered an excellent: 
opportunity for suisig difficulties, Latterly, the arival of 4 Tuss ship has given 
the Russian Consul a pretext for impeding the operations of the English officer who is 
in charge of quarantine arrangements, After correspondence with his chiot he advised. 
tho Tussian captain to refuse access to his ship. he mattor was referred to the 
Sanitary Council at Tehran, who decided that tho action of the Tussian captain 
‘was contrary to international rules. 

In the west and south Russia steadily pressed forward, An Agent has now: been 
appointed at Burujind, and the road to Hamadan is practically finished. But the 
principal scene of Tussian activity has been the east of Persia, Mere has boon 
concentrated the chief interest of the Anglo-Russian struggle. A considerable part 
‘of the eastern frontier of Persia is still undemareated. Porsin has ambitions based on 
history and tradition which tmpel her to move forward, On the other sido of the 
Vorder are half-barbarous tribes, always ready for a raid ora blood feud. It is obvious 
that with a little encouragement a conflict might break out at any moment, which 
would give an excellent pretext for interference, All along the casteru frontier from 
Pul-i-Katun to Seistan, Iussia lias now established a chain of Agents in various forms, 
under the names of quarantine officials, telegraph inspectors, operators, or Belgian 
Custom officials. ‘The process by which sho has gradually spread her influence, is, in 
general outline, as follows :— 







































































1. When the Macmahon Missio 












mn had ut last brought to a conclusion its work 
arbitration, the Russian Legation at sfaly, took measures to lnducs 
the Persians to refuso their assent, thus gained the very useful position of 
roteotor of Persia against Anglo-Afshan intrigue, With rather startling frankness, 
. Hartwig, at St. Potersburgh, stated that tle War Office objected to the award 
because it “would reduce. the fertility and resources of Persian Seistan,” a remark 
Which gives a elue to the source of inspiration of Teussian policy in East Pers 
2. ‘The outbreak of plagno in Seistan justified the Russian ‘authorities in taking 
energetic measures for the protection of their own trontior, pushed their 
warantine cordons far into the south, and attempted through tho Sanitary Council at 
Hehran to obtain control of the whole quarantine arrangements, The Indian Govern 
snont, however, at once sent doctors to thie spot and fe plague servi 


as to the joint loan. ‘The record of these negotiations belongs more properly to the 
Province of the St. Petersburgh Embassy ; but a sketch of the general outlines, as 
Viewed from ‘Tehran, may perhaps, be useful. Tt was arranged in St. Petersburgh 
that the details of the joint advance should be settled in Tehran by negotiations 
conducted on the spot. "There was to bean immediate joint advance of 200,000, to 
be followed bya similar advanceat alator date, The sceurity was tobe, on the English 
side the customs of the ports of the Persian Gulf and South Persian ; and this was 
@ point to which England attached much importance, as the Persian Government 
had maintained that the guaranteo of the previous English loans did not include the 
customs of the port of Mohammerah, or of those ports in South Persia which Tay 
outside the Persian Gulf, 

‘The British Ambassador communicated a written Memorandum in which the 
























































Organized. Owing mainly to the very indiscreet action of the Relgiat’ offi English claim early laid down, and M. Isvolsky expressed his assent, though 
“ook place, which scoms fo have heen principally disvoted agatuet the Ila tin writing, No negotiation, overly so calle, teok place In Tehean, tot 
‘ho English, ‘Te was managed and organized hy notorious Russian Agents whcave tie taniaiof ta advange the Seiad Pee dione GHIA at OES 












terms of the advance, ‘The British Legation communicated in writing to M. Hartwig 
the terms under which England was. pared to make the adyance, and some time: 
afterwards M. Hartwig communicated the torms which had been fixed by the Russian 





in Russian employ. ‘The result of thiis riot was tha 
English Mission was for some timo diminishol and ay 





© position and influence of the 
ry awkwanl question remained 
































to bo settled hotweon the British Legation and the Persian Government, Minis i fai i i 
3 ersian Gove 3 inistry of Finance, “It is instructive to observe that these terms did not include 
3. Since the year 1901 the Russian Government ha termined efforts to es outside the Gulf as forming pare of the. Bitsh gunmen, 1! War 










cross the frontier to 









obtain control of 4 telograph line 


the p " 
‘opposed an equally determmed re accordingly. arranged, with tho approval of is Majesty's Gosomment; Cat. the 


security of each ailvance should be the samo as that of precoding loans. Tn the 
original proposal of the Ministry of Finance the terms of tho advance included 
interest.at the rate of 9 per cent., and a clause making the loan repayable at two 


The Persians bad 
5 thoy were per are of the results 
i Agents acees turbied frontier districts, But as the line 
as made by Russia, a prominent, condition im the loam negotiations, and in the 
arrangements for the reception of the Shiah at St. Pt 
























r hugh, Persia was induced to months’ notice, or at the fixed date of the 4th March, 1907,. Tt way oliious that such 
yield, Virat, a line was constructed by Persia at the expense of Russia, Whercg re ro ersian Government to conclu 
Lelegraphists were admitted to the right of working ok the line, hen Marca CS er er CS Ee a 









date, ‘The Persian Government objected, and the English Government, intorceded, 
with the result that the terms as communicated finally to the Persian Government 
provided for interestiat the rate of 7 per cent, and for repayment at four months! 
notice. ‘he Persian Government was. to furnish a justification of the expenditure 
which was to be met by the advance, and this “justification” was to bo sub- 
mitted for tho approval of the two Ministers, without which no payment, was to 
be made. 

‘The Persian Government raised objections to this condition, but finally yielded, 
but they asked that payment, should in no ease be demanded before the expiration of 
sixteen’ months, ‘To this the Russian Government objected, but finally agreed to @ 
clause by which payment could be demanded at the ond of a year, It was agreed 
that the representatives of the two banks should moot the Sadrazam on’ the 
4th November for the purpose of signing the Loan Contract, and that on tho same 

- day the Persian Government should communicate to the two Ministers the draft of 
the note specifying the purposes for which the advance was required. ‘Whe represon- 
tatives of the bank waited in vain for a notification from the Sadmzan, and the 
draft note was never communicated to the Legations, It appearod that’ the new 
Assembly had declared itself opposed to any form of foreign loan or to any pledging 
of the national revenues to foreign Governments. At first it was thought that this, 

sition was only temporary, but it soon appeared that it was of a serious and 

ng character. ‘The Finance Minister was summoned before the Chamber, and in 
‘ain pointed out that without a foreign loan it, would bo impossible to continu the 
business of Government, He was told, in reply, that the people themselves would 
find the money, and that a popular bank would be founded which would supply. the 
Government with funds. Subscriptions were invited ; sermons were preached in. the 
mosques, calling on all patriotic Persians to contribute; and women, with tears, 
offered their jewels to the preacher, and deputations of schoolboys waited on the 
Assombly with their offerings. But in spite of this enthusiasm—which was real and 
heartfelt—subseriptions came in very slowly, and it becamo ovident that the promises 
made by the Assembly would noi bo fulfilled, Under these ciroumstances, the 
Mushir-c-Dowleh applied privately to tho Russian Finanefal Agent, suggesting tha 
‘A secret arrangement thoud be made for the advance of the money promised, whether 
or not the Assembly gave its permission, ‘The Russian Finance’ Department seemed 
to regard this proposal with favour, but the Russian Minister and T wore of the 
opinion tliat it would be a very: dangerous step to tako, as the responsibility would 
certainly be thrown by the Mushired-Dowleh on the two Governments. Advantage 
was (aken of this difficulty by the Russian Minister, who was no doubt prompted 
thereto by the Financial Agent, to suggest that the two Governments should 
withdraw their offer altogether, “In the meantime, however, the Valialid, who had 
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fon of the line was handed over to Russia and Russian inspectors admitted 










ly, and as the Inst stage of the process, the Russian Legation obtained from 
the new Primo Minister, who was doubtless in hopes’ of thereby smoothing the way 
forn ew loan, an order transferring the control of the Mu ied end of the lino to the 
Russian officials, “his last measure took placo at the very moment when the Ruesing 
Ambassador was proposing modus vivid? in London: But a far more serious 
development took plaeo later. According to the soloimn statement of the Prime 
Ministor, his order had reference only to the Meshed end of the line. Buton the 
20th September, that is, one month after tlie conclusion of the modus civendi at, the 
Fequest of the Russian Government, « tologram arrived at Tehran, whieh liad takes 
threo days in trai ion from, Scigtin, stating that the Russians liad forcibly 
transferred the Sei end of the line® their own office, after cutting the com jon 
with the Porsinn office, Both ends of the lines were now iu their lands, and ik wae 
within their power to cut telegraphic connection hetweon Scistan and the rest of the 
World, us tho Persian Govornment, at the instigation of Russa, lins always refused ro 
England tho right to construct a tine from Scistau to thelr own frontier, and thug 
make an alternativo route, > 






































































Nogotiations followed between Ragland and I 
regret that Russia should haye altered the status quo in 80 si 
negotiations and after the proclamation of a truce, My ha 
tho ques 








ey expressed his 
wuner during the 
er heard of 
He was informed, To then expressed. his astonishunent at the 
attributed to the question, whieh was “merely a matter of technical detail 
connected with the introduction of etter instruments,” or an arra I 
ihavalt pour but qu’une distribution plus justo des heures de travail” Tn the meane 
time the Russian Minister at ‘Tehran approached mo diteetly with certain proposals 
Mich appenred to arrive hore befor they vere communicated to tho British Baltussy 
at St, Petersburgh, and which had for their object the laying of a separate wire, arcl 
tho construction of new posts, for which purpose it was suggested that Russia. should 
obtain a Concession for eutting trees in the neighbourhood. England, on the other 
hand, suggested that England should exchange lier control over the Meshed-Tehran 
ine for the Russian control over the Seistan line, so that Russia should have a line 
in the north and England in the east. ‘To this proposal, howerer, Russia gave a 
ogalive nusfes, anit indeed, (hiss not to be wondered at'as to yield on this qaeston 
would be to give up the fruits of determined efforts extending over four years, and 
costing an immense amount of pains and mone 4 
tn the meanwhile, negotiations were proceeding in St. Petersburgh and London 
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now become Regent, consented to the Constitution, which contained a clause 
forbidding the Government to conclude a foreign loan without the consent of the 
‘Assombly, and it seemed as if the danger of a demand for the money from the Persian 
Government without the consent of the Assembly was over. This 
means the ca 


been sent down for the purpose. ‘The Russian Bank advanced the necessary sums, and 
arms had already been supplied from the Caneasus, No resistance was offered on the 
Joumey, and the Valiahd arrived in safety at the capital. Ho was met outside the 
gates by a deputation, who, in the name of the Assembly, asked him what was his 
attitude to the popular representatives. He addressed a letter to the Mujtehids, in 
which he expressed his sympathy with the people and his desire to seo the nev institu: 
tions flourish, ‘This letter was read in the Assembly, where it produced a great effect, 




























ly sank info a state of lethargy, from which he 
revived at intervals, ’ His medical attondants expressed their astonishment at his 
extraordinary vitality. His death was announced on several occasions, At last he 
consented to appoint his son Regent, and agreod, though with some demur, after: a 
grave and carnest remonstranee from the Chief Mujtehids, to sign the Constitution, 
He finally expired on the 8th Januar 
‘The new Shsh is a man of considerable ability. THe has shown great tact in 
dealing with the very difficult situation which he has had to face this winter. Ho 
Credited with absolutist sympathies and with a strong predilection for Russia, which 
does not increase his popularity ; but-he appears to have made up his mind to identify 
himself for the moment with the popular and patriotic party and to play the part of 
the people’s King. He will, no doubt, resent any attempt on the part of foreigners to 
































‘The Shah and the Royal Funily, 








In May the Shah liad a paralytic stroke, from which, howover, he partially 
















recovered, “As long as he was in the country and under the care of his own doctors assume a dictatorship over him; but unless he is. strongly: supported by the. peoplo, 
he made very fair progress, although he was visibly nearing his'end. But when he especially in tho matter of finance, he will be forced, though no doubt much again 
ried fo town in the autumn the new Sadrazam called council of ns, and his will, to lean on foreign help. 






their conflicting advico resulted in a marked deterioration. ‘The sick man was the 
contro of intrigue; ho was much under the influence of the Minister of the Court— 
a convinced reactionary, and the partner of the Ain-ed-Dowleh—and also of his second 
son, the Shoon-es-Sultanch, ‘The latter aimed at recovering the governorship of 
Shira from which te had been driven by: the popular discontent caused by his 
exactions, Hv managed to got himself appointed again, and started on the journey to 
the south, A warning letter from Mr, Grant Duff to the Grand Vizier resulted in his 
Doing summoned back to ‘Tehran. Court polities centred for some time round the 
State property at Shiraz which the Shooa had become possessed of, and the small gang 
of cormupt persons who surrounded tho Shah did everything in their power to make 
the government of Shiraz impossible until their demands were satisfied, Finally, the 
onergeti Governor who had heon appointed to succeed the Shoon was recalled, and 
the provineo remained practically without any government at all. 

‘Another son of the Shah, tle Salar-ed-Dowleh, was Governor of Luvistan, where 
ho emplayed a larg number of Laur bandits to oppress the provine, with the result 
that it was in a continual state of disorder. le was believed ‘Tehran to be 
meditating an attack on his elder brother, but his total want of organizing power and 
his great tmpopularity rendered futile all his attempts to collect a disciplined force. 

Mi Vatiak roraninol for tHe Rat part of the yeor ab Tabrees. “Ho was tn fear 
of the conspiracy mentioned above, the objeot of which was to sot the Shooa on the 
Shrone. | Consaquonty, wlien the popuae movement Megan, he encourage it for the 
principal object of tho leaders appeared to be to get rid of ‘the Ain-ed-Dowleh. One 
result, was that his relations with the English greatly improved, and when the 
Ain-cd-Dowlch was finally expelled he oxpressod his gratitude and. satisfaction. to 
Mr, Wratislaw, But hie did not by any means sympathize with the popular aspirae 
tions of tho Tehran leadors, and refused to publish the Shak’s Reseript containing the 
promise of a Representative Assembly. ‘The result was a riot at Tabreez and a 
Teretilion of the Cetin incidents. A lage crowd easenblal in the Consulate gentan 
and telegraphed their protests to ‘Teli, Kinally the troops threatened to join, the 
alia found himself deserted in hs paloc, and ho appealed to Afr, Wraislaw for 
help, Things for a time looked yery threatening, but flually he obtained the necessary 
assurances from 'Teliran and himself communicated them to the people, and solemnly 
syvoro allegiane tothe new onder of things. 'This appears to have left a great 
impression on his mind, and since that tine he lias been very carcful to express his 
sympathy with the popular movement, When the Shal’s malady became worse, and. 
the German doctor who had now been called in, and who lind first given a favourable 
account of his patient, announced that his condition was desperate, the Minister of the 
Court and the dheronts-of the Shooa-es-Snlianeh despaired of sueéess, and allowed the 
Shah to sammon the Valiahd to Tehran, hoping, no doubt, to eaen their pardon, ‘The 
‘Minti came with a largo escort, under the command of a Russian olfeer who had 














Turkey and Germany. 
















On the other hand, the action of 
movement, against tho Persian frontior districts. has 
who were inclined to appeal for help to Russia and. 
England. ‘The motive of this action on the part of Turkey is supposod her to have 
been a desire on the part of the Sultan to show the Persian Governmont, by an 
effective object lesson, that they lave more to fear from him than to hope from the 
two Christian Powers. As soon as the losson liad been taken to heart the Sultan 
appears to have consented toan amicable arrangement. It is clear that Germany has 
not remained indifferent, but has used her influence to promote a settlement, At the 
same time an incident occurred nt Korbela which has resulted in bringing into relict 
the antagonism between the Sunnites and Shiites. An encounter took place botweon 
a number of poor Persians, in tho neighbourhood of the British Viee-Consulato, and 
the Turkish troops who had heen sent to disperse them, Great excitement was at frat 
caused here by the news of what appeared to be an unprovoked massacre, ‘But owing, 
it is supposed, to the action of the Sultan's Agents hero, among whom may be counted 
tho Mujtehids Seyed Abdullah, of Tehran, and Agha Nejefi, of Isfalian, tho oxci 
‘ment seems to have died down. 

‘The German Legation was at the beginning of tho year apparently indifferent to 
Persian polities. But the Minister, Count Rox, while holding aloof from any form of 

reictical interference, had a position of great personal influence, and was on. ve 

intimateterms with M. Naus, Count Rex was transferred to China, and Baron Richt. 
hofen, son of the late Minister for Foreign Affairs, took chargo of the Legation, Io 
at onco proceeded. to adopt moddlesome an aggressive policy, which at frst wus | 
attended with some measure of success. He obtained a concession for a German bank 
and for a Germaa school, as well’as tho appointment of a German doctor in the State | 
hospital, which was placed uuder German management. THe did his best to envenom: 
relations between the English and the Persians and Russians, and in general followed 
an anti-English policy. “He excited the personal dislike of M. Hartwig, who had 
Known him at St, Petersburg, and he appears to have gone too far for his own 
Government, 

M. Stemrich, German Consul-General at Constantinople, was appointed German 
Ainister. He had heen employed in draiving up the commercial reports roquired by 
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his Government in connection with the Bagdad Railway, and is regarded os a high 
authority on commercial matters in the Middle East. He is a quiet and cautious 
diplomatist, and has contented himself since his arrival with an attitude of observation. 

‘The German Dresdener Bank will shortly send an agent here to study the 
financial condition of the country with a yiew to establish a branch in Persia. 

With regard to the prospects of German enterprise here, it may be remarked that 
While there is no room for an ordinary commercial bank (for the commercial needs of 
the country are satisfied by the two foreign banks already established in Tehran), it 
would be quite possibile for a German gronp to form an allianee with the popular 
Teaders who are contemplating tho establishment of a popular bank designed to carry 
on the financial business of the Government with the right of exploiting the resources 
of the country, By taking over the dobts of the Government on current account to 
the two foreign banks, the German group could obtain a footing in Persia with a 
sulficiont fonds roulont, in the form of the interest due from the Government, to. carry 
on business. Hewould also share in the right, granted to the popular bank for the 
exclusive exploitation of concessions. 

‘he German Texation has the advantage of the sympathy of somo of the most 
prominent lewlers of the Assombly who have heen éducatel im Germany. In the 
meanwhile the Hambure line lias established a steamship service to the Persian Gulf, 
whieh appears to ho fairly ful. 

Whe; i or German enterprise here through the national and 
Pan-Islamie movements, and the alam enused by the rumours of an understanding 
between Russia and England, which is rogarded as threatening Persian independence, 
Gorman action here lias alarmed the Russian Government, anil M. Hartwig appears 
to be very much opposed toa spread of German influence, Ho lias served in South- 
Eastern Hurope and in the Russian Foreign Office, and is much impressed by the 
experience which he lias gained there as to German methods, It seems that “some 
negotiations hay passed boty il Russia, especially in connection with 
tho Bagdad Railway. Russia appeared to have offered to withdraw her opposition if 
she wero allowed to possess control over the brarch from Bagdad to Kermansbah, 
M, Ste hias, Te riticized this proposal unfavourably from the commercial 
point of view. It is evident that if, as the German Government maintains, they desire 
40 promote their trade in Persia, there will be a conflict between Russian and German 
interests, for the policy of Russia has for long heen directed to the object of obtaining 
a monopoly for Russian trade and of discouraging that of her maritime rivals. 





































































‘A very important part is played 
Customs. “he popular movement against hi 





in polities by the Belgian Director of the 
n was so strong, that ho was compelled 














to ve the country for a time. He was accused of corruption and extortion, of 
having amassed a TnFgo fortune by improper methods, aud of having appointed. an 
unnecessarily lage number of Belgians with large salaries. An important eause of 






nt against him 
ans, and not Muhomm 
the virulence of these attacks 


that the natives employed were, as a. rule, 
dans, On his return, thero was at first cessation in 
Tui, as soon as the Assembly was constituted, they 











Boga again with renewed vigour. Tt is the fact tliat ho lias made a good deal of 
money here and that he is personally interested in the 





conclusion of a foreign loan, 
His assistance was asked for by Tussin, but the Persian Government, who had 
Decome alarmed.at the influence i hy him, refused to intrust him with the 
task of negotiating on their behalf. Te attempted to conclude a loan in Belgium, 
funds suppesed to be on, exceptionally good tors with the German Legation, Te 
will probably do all in his power to induce the Persian Government to conclude a 
foreign loan, from which ho will derive both power and profit, He is a good business 
min, and has great courage and organizing power, ‘The Russians are convinced that 
his continuance in power is in their interest, as, without hi tance, the customs. 
organization, on which the service of the’ foreign loans depends, will fall into 
confusion, He has recently received a very flattering letter from the new Shah, who 
has confirmed and extended his powers. To is, of course, bitterly opposed to the 
popular movement and to the Assembly, which is’ under the influcnee of his personal 

At tho snne timo, if the National Bank is ever organized, he will probably 

ices, especially if foreign financial assistance is required. 
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The Assembly. 


On the 7th October the Assembly was formally opened by the Shah in person, 
It consisted of the representatives of Tehran (sixty-four Members, olected by class 
representation). ‘The provincial Members arrived one by one as they were elected, 
anil as yet there are many vacant places, the provinees not showing much alacrity in 
electing their Members. “The Assembly soon showed its power, Tt refused absolutely 
to consent to the Anglo-Russian advance, on the ground that the public reyenucs 
ought not to he pledged to foreigners, Tt announced its intention of instituting 
reforms, especially in the finances of the country, and of providing itself the 
necessary funds for carrying on the Government, by founding and endowing a 
National Bank, But before taking any step of this nature, it insisted on having a. 

igned Constitution. A committee was nominated to consider tho terms of the 
Constitution, and, in consultation with a committee named by the Government, a 
Constitution was drawn up and submitted to the Chamber, A scene of great 
confusion resulted, the people joining in. It was freoly stated that the popular 
cause had been betrayed, and some of the more prominent Members resigned. ‘The 
Mujtehids, however, interposed, and effected a reconciliation, and finally Goyernmont 
and Chamber came to an agreement. Owing, it was said, to the Valiahd’s personal 
exertions, the Constitution was finally signed and read to the Assembly by the Prime 
‘Minister, amid a scene of great enthusiasm, 

So far the Chamber, although it has proved its power, has not car 
practical reform; nor has it been found possible to collect sufficient funds to 
establish the National Bank, so that it is by no means certain whether the country 
will really be able, as the Assembly maintains, to pay its ithout foreign 
assistance. ‘The prevalent tone at present is one of doubt and distrust, although the: 
Jeaders still declare their conviction that the independence of the country, which of 
‘course depends largely on its financial solvency, can be saved. A marked anti-foreign 
fecling is now developing, and the Chamber i now engaged in attacking the Belgian 
Customs Administration, the Cossack brigade, and the yarious foreign concessions, 
‘Tho Imperial Bank will, no doubt, be soon the object of severe animadversions owing 
to its possession of the right of issuing paper money. It certainly looks as if the 
popillar movement would result, for the time at least, in affecting ‘for the worse tho 
Position of foreigners, 

The British Government gave a pledge to the Russian Government that it would 
uot interfere in the domestio affairs of Persia, and I was instructed to take measures 
to let it he known that tho popular party could not count. on the active intervention 
Of Great Britain on thei behalf, On tho other hand, Russia gave no pledge that she 
‘would not exercise her influence with the Vatinhd of support him agafnst tho people, 
In practice, however, the Russian Legation, whatever its sympathies might linve beon, 
has apparently used its influence in orler to facilitate an amicable arrangement 
between the Valiahd and the Assembly ; and until there is a notable weakening of the 

spular forces, this will probably continue to be the policy of M. Hartwig, although it 
is tru the influence of the Russian Finance Department has onee or twice mado iteclt 
felt ina contrary sense. ‘This is of course the natural result of the abstention of 
Great Britain from interference on the other side. At the same time the result of 
the withdrawal of our active sympathy and the rumoured Agreement with Russia 
has undoubtedly given rise to the popular conviction that England has now, in 
despair of the regeneration of Persia, given up the game and, secing the patient's 
condition to be hopeless, lias made her own arrangoments to shire in the inheritance, 
‘The result of this sentiment has hoon shown in the determined opposition to the 
Anglo-Russian advance, which is thought to be the first step in joint action directed 
to the subjugation of Persia, ‘Thero is some reason to fear that if the new Shah 
fails to secure financial help from his own people he will sct the Constitution at 
Aefiance and demand the help of England and Russia without waiting for the consent 
of the Assembly. In this policy he may receive the encouragement of the Russian 
Legation, which is orelited with playing a walling game aod. with the date to 
undermine the popular movement, while pretending to support it. A joint advance 
without the consent of the Assembly will no doubt have far-reaching results in Persia 
and may be the signal of a popular outbreak, Rumours are already current in the 
“Assembly. and in the bazaars to this effect, 

(Signed) COIL SPRING-RICE, 
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provinces of Persia, and the reappointment of Governors, after the Senate has given. 
its approval, to demand from the Goverment authorities that the decision arrived at 
should be carried out. 

Art. 20, ‘The Budget of each Ministry must be finished for the succeeding year in 
the last half of each year, and must be ready fifteen days before the 20th March. 

Art. 21. Should it be necessary with regard to the constitutional laws of the 
Ministrios fo make a nev lave, or to alter or cancel éxisting laws, it will be done with 
tho consent of tho National Assembly, whether its necessity be first pointed out by the 
Assembly or by the responsible Minister. 

Art, 22, Whenever a part of the revenue or property of the Government or State 
{s to be sold, or n chango of frontier or horder hecomes necessary, it will he done with 
the approval of the National Assembly. 

Art, 23, Without the approval of the National Assembly no concession whatever 
for the formation of Companies or Associations shall he granted by the Government. 

Art. 24, Treaties, Conventions, the granting of concessions, monopolies, either 
commercial, industrial, or agricultural, whether the other party be a native or a 
foreigner, can only. be done with the approval of the National Assembly. ‘Treaties 
which it) may be'in the interests of the Government or nation to keep secret are 
exoopted. 

Art, 25, All Government loans of any natury whatsoever, whether internal or 
forcign, will be made with the knowledge and approval of the National Assembly. 

Art, 26, Che construction of railways or roads, whether the cost, be defrayed by 
th Government, by Associations or Companies, whether native or foreign, can only be 
undertaken with the approval of the National Assembly, 

Art.27. Should the Assembly: find in any phic a fault in the lays or an 
irrogularity in their fulfilment, it will draw the attention of tho responsible Minister to 
tho samo, havo to give the necessmy: explanations. 

Axt, 28. Should. a Minister, in contravention of one of the Taws which have 
recuivd the Imperial snetion, Uy misroprenatations obtain the issue of a witten or 
vorbal order from Iis Imperial Majesty the Sliah, and exouso himself thereby for his 
olay and neghixenco, ho will hy law be responsible to Tis Imperial Majesty the Shab. 

rt, 29. Whichover Minister who in a mattor of matters should not beable to 
amswor for his notions in aecordance with the laws approved by His Imperial Majesty, 
and if it should be apparent that he fins broken tho law and trinsgrossed the stipulated 

ns, tho Assembly will petition Tis Tmperial Majesty for his dismissal, and 
‘when his fault has hoon determined by the Courts of Justice he srill not again be 
allovveil fo servo the Government. 

Avt, 40. ‘ho National Assembly ins tho right whenever it considers it desirable 
to make petitions direct to Mis Impoxial Majesty by the means of a body composed of 
tho Prosidont and six memb asses. ‘Tho time for the audienco 
must he 

‘Art, 31, it to he present: at the sittings of the National 
Assembly aud to sit int sot apart for them, and to hear the debates of the 
‘Assombly; and should they think it necessary thoy may ask the Prosident for pormis- 
sion to spake and give the necessary explanafions forthe dseusion and investigation 
of affairs, 







































































Respecting the Statement of Aftirs to the National Asseibly, 


Avt, 2. Any individual momber of the public may make a statement of his case, 
‘or complaints or criticisms, to the office of the Assembly, and if the matter concerns 
the Astombly itself, a satisfying answer will be given to him; but should the matter 
concern one of the Ministries, it will he sent to tat Ministry for investigation, and in 
order that, a satisfying answer be given. 

Art, 83, Now laws which are_necessa 
Ministries, and will be given to tho Natio 
by the Sadr Amami, and aftor keevivin, 








¥ will ho prepared at the responsible, 
1 “Assombly by the responsible Minister ot 
proval of the Assembly will reccive His 
ito execution, 

Art, Assembly con, if necessary, of his own ini re 
or by the desire of ten members of the mubly, or of a Minister, form a Secret 
Comimitteo, without the presence of newspaper reporters oF spectators, composed of a 
numer of persons chosen from among the members of the As ¥, at which the 
other members of the Assembly will not i the right to atte ‘The result of the: 
deliberations of tle Seeret Comanitice cau, however, only be put into execution when 
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‘thie Secret Committee in the presence of three quarters of the persons elected accept 
the point at issue by a majority of votes, and if the matter be not passed by the Secret: 
Comimittec it will not be stated in the Assembly, and will remain secret. 
‘Art, 35. Should the Secret Committee be instituted by the President of the 
Assembly, he has the right to inform the public of any part of it he thinks fit, but if 
the Socret Committee is instituted by a Minister the publication of the debate can. 
only be subject to that Minister’s permission. a 

Art, 86, Any one of the Ministers may withdraw at any stage of its progress am; 
matter put before the Assembly by him, exeepting when his statement is called fort! 
by the initiative of the Assembly, in which ease the withdrawal of the subject must 
bbe subject to the agreement of the Assembly. : x 

‘Art, 87. Should the Bill of any Minister not be passed it will be returned with 
the observations of th mbly. ‘The responsible Minister ean, after refusing or 
accepting the criticisms of the Assembly, again send it to the Assembly a second 

ime. 2 

me 4638, ‘The membors of the National. Assembly must definitely and explicitly 
either refuse or accept the points at issue, and no one will have the right to influence 
them in giving their decisions, A rofusal or acceptance on the part of members of the 
‘Assombly must be made in such a manner that the newspaper reporters and Haier 
may be able to observe it—that is to say, their decision must: he made by visible signs, 
such as blue and white eanls, or the like, 































‘The Statement of Matters on the Part of the Assembly, 


‘Axt, 39, Whenever a case is brought up by a member of the Assembly it will 
only be subject to debate when at least fifteen members of the Assombly, approve of 
{ts discussion, in which ease the matter in point will bo submitted in writing to tho 
President, who lias the right fo give it to the Committeo of Investigation, 

“Art, 40, At the’ time of debate and inquiry into a matter, as above stated in 
“Axtiole 39, whether by. the Assembly or by the Committeo of Investigation, should 
the matter have reference to one of the responsible Ministries, the Assembly must 

























the responsible Minister, 
De previously dotermined. 
















tho Assembly. ; ‘ 
ev Art. 12. Tn any ease eoneeraing which the National Assembly dosites explana- 


i ‘responsible Minister, the latter is obliged to supply an answer, antl this 
toms mgt nab without an exeuse, be delays boyond a feasonable tine, with the 
‘exception of secret matters, the secrecy of which for a stipulated period is desfrablo in 
tho interests of the Government and siation, but after tho expiration of the stipulated 
time tho responsible Ministor is obliged to state the ctroumstances of the ense to the 


‘Assembly. 













Respecting the Couditions of the Institution of the Senate, 





Art. 43. Another: embly, called the Senate, will be constituted, composed of 
ty members, whose sittings will coineide, after its constitution, with those of the: 
itional Assembly 

Art. 44. The Rt 
Assembly. 

Art. 
enlightened, intelligent 
on Tehalf of His Imperial 2 
‘Tehran and fifteen from the inhabitants of the prov 










nate muist receive the approval of the National 





ations of the § 









I be chiosen from among the 
orthodox, and respectable persons of the State, thirty persons 
of whom fifteen from among the inhabitants of 

inky porsons on 





45. The members of the Assembly 































Dohalf of the nation, of whom fifteen persons elected by 
fifteen persons elected by the people of the provinces. 

Art, 40, After the constitution of the Senate all affairs must rece’ 

If those affairs are initiated by the Senate or by the body of 

the Senate and passed by a majority, and 

F ited in the National 

‘Assembly to the Senate, with the 

ll be the prerogative of the National Assembly, 

arrangements made by the Assembly regarding 

hould make its observations on the same to the 

; at liberty, after the necessary investigations, 


the people of Tehran, and 


of both Assemblies, 
Ministers, thoy must first he determined in 
then be sent to the National Assembly for app: 
Assombly will, on the contrary, pi 
exception of financial matters, which wi 
and tho Senato will be informed of the 
these affiiry in order that the Senate sh 
National Assembly, which is, howev: 
cither to accept oF to refuse the propo: 
Art, 47. So long as tho Senate is not 
ie National Assembly and the si 





ituted affairs will require only the 
n-manuial of His Imperial Maj 





Art, 48. Whenever a qu 
by tlie Senate, referred to the 
of the matter being an important one, a third As 
of members of both Assemblies elected by each, 
‘Tho result of tho deliberations of this 
TF an understanding is como to so much the better 

ve will be submitted to 1 
1 Majesty confirm the dec 
ition 5 but should His Imperial 3 
that the quostion should be de 
is not arrived af, and if tho Sen 
the dissolution of tho Nation 
icnil the dissolution of the Na 
Teseript dissolving the National 


initiated by a Minister is, after ha 
nal Assembly and not accepted, and 
mbly, composed of 








subject at issue. 
National Assembly. 





Tmperial Majesty thi 

National Assembly, i 
it, His Imperial Majesty 
gated afresh, and if still 
of two-thirds vote for 











nate by a majorit 

Assembly, and if the boily: of Min 

onal Assembly, His tperial Majesty the Shah's 

bo issued, and His Imperial Ma 

pt command that fresh elections should take place, a 
it to clect the formor Deputies. 

ran Deputies must be ready within one month and the 

Provincial Deputies within thee months, and as soon as the ‘Tehran De 

its Inbours, but they will not discuss the 

But when all the members are 

His Imperial Majesty 

‘command that it be put 














people will have tho 
Art, 49, ho new 








ready the Assembly will open anid commien 
points at issuo until the provineial Deputies arriy 
prosent and a full majority voto as in th 


ne serise as Def 
I approve tho docision of the National Assembly. and ‘will 











rt 50. During eneh term of election 
election will not be called more than on 
reed that the Sovereign who 
limitations and Articles, whieh ai 
ditions of the kingdom, and the protection 
which we have dvcrved and put into oxvcut 
their duty to fulfil, 





atis to say, during two years—a general 








ieceeds us should protect these 
ig of the State and of t 
and. contentment of tho nat 
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Th the month of Zilkade the tmeloan, 1924. 











1 Laws of the National Assombily and the Senate, eontaining 


1th of the month of Zilkule, 1324 (December 30, 1906). 


1g of Mivzalfersed-Deon Shah : 


‘lid (Mohamaned Ali Shah), 
Mushis-cd-Dowleh (the Grand Vizier), 
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©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received February 18,) 


ir, Tehran, January 80, 1907. 
AS Thad the honour to inform you by telegraph, the Shali died at 10:30 pas. on 
the 8th instant. No disorders took placo in the city, as His Majesty hed been for some 
time in a hopeless condition, and the Regency had been assumed by his son. ‘The noxt 
day the body was removed fo the Court ‘Theatro, where the Persian passion phiys are 
performed in Mobarrem, and was there deposited pending removal to its permanont 
Testing place. ‘The last wishes of the Shah were that his body should be buried not in 
Persia but in Kerbela, but this wish meets with much opposition on account of the 


Popularity of the “father of Persian liberties,” and the inordinate expense of tho 
removal, 


On the 10th: 



















0 to expross to the 
On the 18th we were 


Folntad out 


Majesty by a slight 


to carry out this design, 
We then proceeded to the theatre, in which his lato Majesty was. temporarily 
interred. It had been intended to present a wreath, but the Russian Minister had. 
opposed this as contrary to Mussulman feeling, As’ we approached the eatatalque, 
‘empty-handed, we observed that it was covered with flowers, and that an official was 
evidently waiting to receive our offering, Aftor a momont’s delay the ‘Turkish 
Ambassador offered a prayer, the Christian Represontatives standing behind him, and 
the Diplomatic Body then mado its departure, I desire to put it on record, for the 
information of future Ministers, that on similar melancholy occasions it will be wiso 
to follow Sir M. Durand’s precedent, and to present a wreath, 
The coronation of the new Slab, who assumes the crown under the title of 
Mobainmed Ali Shab, took place on the 20th, 
‘The Diplomatic Body was invited to take 
the first intentions of the Gove 
lomatists were ranged on cither 
throne, miscalled the peacock tho 
of it, was 























art, although 1 undorstand this was 
nment, ‘he Persian Ministers and tho 
side of the room, at the end of which was the 
f Delhi. ‘Tho veritable peacock throne, ot what 
laced on oneside of the room and was not occupied. ‘he splendour 
h decorated it exeited universal remark. Mound the throne, or 
ratlier raised bed, which the Shah was to asco the Princes of tho 
blood, standing (including the Shoa- sotierally acoused dun 
the Inst hief Mujtebods, sitt 

sions, whio lind 




































of the cle 
‘The Shak entered and walked up the room accompanied by the Sadr Azam and 
grand officers of the Court. His son, the heir, a. little boy of 12, took his place atthe 
which His Majesty ascended with some diticulty, as the sto 
il His Majesty is not a tall Sovereign, ‘The Mujtetieds then rose 
their feet and, in the name of # the All-merciful and All-bountiful,” hailed him as Shah 
of Persia, ‘The Sadr Azam then ascended the steps, and. after one inollootual attompt, 
Placed on his head the enormous crown, shapyxd like © melon, aud adoned by the 
Spoils won by Nadir Shah from Indi, with whieh his father had boen crowned Tt 
Was observed that its great weight and size were of considerable inconvenience to Ilix 
Majesty, who was obliged to support it with hishands, It was then removed, and its 
Plae® was taken by an ordinary Persian hat, adorned, however, with the famous aigretto 
Mbicl is now so familiar in Burope, aud which Nadir Shah obtained from the Emperor 
‘of Delhi by an exchange of head gear, 
fizzy 
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the Court Herald and the Court Poet then advanced, and in turn presented their 
outs ra fotape sitet an a name of his ancéstors whom he enumerated, 
with their respective titles, 4 crowd of Ministers and courtiers then pressed forward, 
and tho throne was surrounded by Princes, priests, and others, who all presented their 
‘congratulations at once, which the Shab, sitting eross-legged above them, graciously 

sledged. 4 
see ha thon desconded. the throne and addressed himself one by one to the 
foroign Representatives, ‘The Russian Minister and I then seized the opportunity of 
conveying to Tis Majesty the felicitations of our Sovereigns on the nomination of 
Sultan Aled Mirza ss Valiahd. His Majesty did not appear to pay much attention, 
and we both hnd some difficulty in finishing the speeclies, previously prepared, to 
Which His Majesty listened with impat He told me, however, with evident 
satisfuotion that he had that morning reecived a personal telegram from the King. 

fe then left the apart 

one SOAP LUSH aU anni? took vey AN orFolaes Teo nee bflgiala 
‘of the Eanpire wore admitted to th i after some dolay the Shah appeared, 
preceded by the famous jeweled shield, and took his seat eross-legged on the marble 
Hhvone, whl son the st story of dhe Palnes, inn oped window, and visible from. 
Holos, hers he smoked a Kilian before the assembled people, and listened to a 
complimentary odo of the Court Poot, After a few minutes’ delay le retired to his 
inner apartments, On this occasion gold coins, struck for the occasion, were presented 
to cortain persons, including some of the foreign ladies. 























































‘On the 25th took place the ceremony of the kill camel, after 
which (lie Shalr in the prescuce of his Court solemuly a seeonid Son a8 
Valintud, - 

Som ks have been made in tl 





sscinbly on tho nubjectof hes eoromoniee 
Ropresontatives of the Assembly were not asked to be present at the coronation, 
thong a deputation of sie ees Invited to yitness the pidclamation of the Valiahd 
Tt was asked whether the Shah liad sworn to the Constitution. After some delay, one of 
tho Mujtolieds observed that, “We crowned His Majesty with the erown ‘of the 
Constitution.” 








T have, &o 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 








(6275) No.1 


Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Kdieard Grey —(Receive February 18.) 
P erat, January 30, 1907, 
“TN vontini spate No. 4 of tho Sed instant, on the subject of the 
advance to the Persian Government, T have inform you that the popu 
nn t0 






















jury support have heen mnado 
re still proceeding. in 

a time proposed 

it was thought tHat a neutral Power 
of Switzorland will be asked to take 
vornmiont lus fformed the Members 
not continue ingefinitely, and that if 
low tho Government to 
aaftor which the Govern 
thout the consent of the 











that « Pre 
vould bos wis 












1a 
nbly: that tho presont stato nf affairs cain 
tho Medjliss Woos not provide the money itself itm 
Horny from abroad, Th iseven proposed to Gs a tine im 

‘ML apply to the Bowsers for tho advance, with or 






















‘Nhe Prin 
hail no instruotic 
a demand of this nat 
intoaign of publi 
ihe 


stor spoke to me ow the subject recently, TE ixformed him that T 
mn tuo subject, but that he taust clearly understand that if he male 
he nuvst make it publicly aad in ywriting, and that Thad every. 

5 inuded Ita that le had Mimselt 
Govern 


















on he hia feo 
anniey, within th onli, bo wont h ine the object o 
TEIOe Alken heaters lie propery ve Inns NC Russiau: Minister nor I, 
said, had the smmallost intention of sharing the responsibility with him or tho Govern 
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ment ; and T added that I did not believe the Shah had either, ashe was now a Timited 
Monarch,” and his Ministers, not he, were by lave responsible” 

_ The Mushir-ed-Dowleh listened with interest, and, of course, accor 
habit, agreed with my remarks, He has not since spoken to me on the subj 
have T spoken to the Russian Minister, as, if T did, he would. y 
proposal for the withdrawal of 
of the tivo Governments. 
it becomes neces y, to 
remarks on the question at issue, 

If the Government asks for the advance without the consent of the Assembly. tho 
Jatter will formally protest, and there will undoubtedly be somo popular agitation 
direoted against the two Governments. Tam unable to judgo whether His Majesty's 
nt could count on the sanction of the British Parliament to an advances made 
in direct contravention of all Parliamentary principles; ut a cortin section of the 
Russian Government would probably have iio objections on that seore, and would be 
‘glad of the opportunity of escaping houourably from the bonds of our joint compact, 
And of openly espousing tho cause of their protégé the Shah, 

Tt would therefore seein dlesirable to avoid raising the quest 
but, if itis raised, to suggest a consultation between the 

y deeideil to grant the alvaneo without tho eons 
clined to doubt whether, after di 










to his 



































1 as long as possible, 
iyo Governments before it is 
of the Assembly, 
sideration, tho Russian Government 
tho solo. respon: of combating the popular cause, 1 
mind is inate to mo for the advance, without the consent, of 
the Medlliss, to refuse to consent without your authority, and to inform my. Russian 
colleague that the matter will no doubt be settled directly between our two Govern: 




























Thave, &e, 
(Signed) OECIL SPRING-RICE, 





(5276) No. 114, 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received February 18,) 
(No. 24.) 
Sir, Tehran, Janvary 90, 1007. 


A.SUMMARY prepared. by Mr. Churchill of tho procuedings of the poplar 
Assombly is transmitted herewith, 

As [have already had the Honour of observing, a good understanding betweon the 
Shah and the popular party would provide a solution of the Persian question, and would, 
if roaulting in the reorganization of the ennntty fen wiine 
superfluous the joint pressure from without for that purpo 
the most feasible inethodl of avoiding a conflict etween the interested Powors. 

T regret to state that the prospects of such an understanding are still remote, ‘The 
entourage of the Shab, expecially his father in-tay, the Naib.es-Sultaueh, 1s personally 
interested! in the continuance of the existing abuses; and tigir influcnes has certainly 
made itself felt to a regrettable extent, and fins led to increasing agitation against the 
Shah himself. 

On the other fiand the action of the popular Assembly has not been such as to lead 
to conciliation, ‘The members seem bent on raising every sott of difficulty, and they do 
not appear to desire to lighten the task of the Goremment, oF provide funds for carrying 
on thieir administration of the country. nits side, adopts a hostile 

‘aud in eonsequence the relations between the 












































is conilieting, ‘The old 
ment, maintain that a conflict i 
wes not succeed in breaking up the 4 Medjliss” by intrigue and bribery, 
will destroy it by force, Members of the Parliamentary party assure me thntan attempe 
on the State's part to overthrow the Assembly will result ina general strike, and in all 
probability in serious disorders. They: do not, how ieve that the troops will take 
an active part against the people, if led, as is probuble, by’ the ehief religions nuthotiti 
‘There is no doubt that there is Some agitation bazaars, and a pronouneed anti. 
i 5 of the country, especially Tabroce 

the chief capitals which are giving 





mien, who have long 
itablo, and that the 
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the Government a good deal of anxiety, for they appear to aim at a sort of local 
autonomy, and the Governors are powerless to deal with them. 

On the other hand, Tam assured by persons who are better able to judge the 
situation than Lam, that the Shah is determined to come to terms with the popular 
party, and that the popular leaders are in eonstant communication with him. ‘The chief 
popular preacher is certainly often invited to the Palace, and preaches before His 
‘Majesty. 

‘The alternatives which are now before us appear to be :— 

1, An agreement between Shah and people resulting in practical reforms. 

2, A conflict 


In the Iatter ease, it is of course possible that the Shah will invoke the aid of 
Russia, T do not believe he will resort, excopt in ease of actual necessity, to a course of 
faction which would be fatal to his popularity and eventually to his independence, nor 

fe that the Russian Government (at least M. Hartwig) desires such an 

Among: other reasons, it would cost a great deal of money and impair 

Russinn credit abroads and there is every reason to believe that Rossin will abstain 

from active interference in Persia as long’ as the fear exists that England will in that 

ease take measures to safeguard her interests in the south, for there is no object 

fn obtaining possession of one end of a road if the other is immediately occupied by 
some one else, 

1 have been approached on_ several occasions on behalf of the popular party. 1 
have replied that the salvation of Persia depends on co-operation between the Shaly and 

hat ‘I will do everything in tay power to promote this, but that His Majesty's 

iment i§ resolved not to interfore actively. If a deputation is sent to this 

Legation 1 will forvard their Potition to the Government if a similar step is taken by 

ies If the now Persian Government is better than the last, it will find us a 

{goo friend; but we ean only Help those who help themselves. We are prepared! to do 

All in our power to secure fair play and to help the independence of Persia, if she 

shows herself worthy of independence, but we cannot allow hier to sock support with 
us iP she is unable to support herself 

[believe that this point of view is now understood, and that it enables the Russian 
Loxation to impress on the Russian Government the necessity of alopting similar 
altitude of neutrality, From what T hear, I believe that the Rossian Minister is 
aulvising prudence; that the Russian Bank allows tho Shah small doles of mouey mainly 
for the maintenance of the Cossnck brigade, but that, apart from this, there is no sign of 
Tussian interference, 

T have already eallod your attention to the growth of an anti-foreign fecling which 
{s especially noticeable in the  Medjliss.”” ‘This takes the form of a strongly-develoved 
foar of both England and Russia, and: especially of the two combined, Any accentuatio 
of is combination, of any overt sign of co-operation is regarded as aimed directly at 
the independence of Persia; and T need not point out that there are two Powers to 
whom in timo of stress the Persian people are to turn—namely, Germany, whose 

rancial assistance is supposed to he froe e intentions ; and the Sultan of, 
‘urkey, whose agents are continually impress Persian people that the safety 
of all Mussulmans lies with him, | Although itis truefor the moment, the effects of the 
Kerbela incident have much weakened the torce of these argnments, 

‘Po sum up the situation as it no appears. 'The most desirable solution is reforn 
not ftom without, but from within. If this is impossible, and there isa confiet, there 
‘vfnit chance that an insistence by England ona policy of neutrality, as well ns the 
couviction that if Russia acts in the north England will have to act in the south, will 
deter the forward party in Russia trom using the undoubted opportunities of aggression 
which she possesses in northern Persia, On the oflicr hand, the active co-operation 
otween the two Powers, ot the surrender of her interest in Persia hy England to Russia, 
is likely to lead to a popular sentiment from which Germany and Turkey may be the 
chief gainers, 

Thave, ke. 
(Signed) CECLL: SPRING-RICE, 
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Tnolosure in No. 114. 


Summary of Proceedings of Persian National Assembly, January 8 to 20, 1907, 


Thursdoy, January 8.—Two members for Isfahan 
Resht. A proposal was made that in future there. sho 
but was negatived without a vote, 

be elected to ing 


iting was held from 10 a.at. until 1 var, 
made with a view to obtaining effective 


Governmen 
Finance inv 


transactions wer 
President was obli; 
nister of 
is non-appoaranee greatly irritated 
‘The Shah died at 10°45 


diseuss the drafting of an Addl 
suspended until— 


i. that night. A short sitting was held on the 10th 
sl ie was hi he 10th to, 
ress to the new Shah, but the genoral sittings were 


Tuesday, January 19.—Proeeedings began as usual at 3 x 

cd ; 15 3 vat and a paper was 

Enumerating some acts of oppression committed by the Governor of lovee hie 
wed much indignation, A letter was written to the Government asking. for th 

resence of the ister of the Interior to gi i i Aujtoheds 
z give explanati The two Mujt 

delivered what appeared to bo a message from Mohammed Ali Shah vith neue 

local assembly at ‘Tabreez, which gave the Government. trouble by 


i 1 interfering i 

fulinitrative afans of that provine, ‘Astonbly vas, however, fn no saga. ts 

ts nt any show of sympathy to this message, and remarks were made to the effect, 

irate Geremor of ares and the Government opnesed the Toe asembly beens 
revented hin hem from oppressing the poople, he question of th 

Brigade was raised by Seyod Mobattmel Ntele, who wanted vo kane wheahee thee 


were Russian or Persian soldiers, and it vas proposod th 
ete Ruslan or Per anid it was proposed that the Convention ot Agreomont 
betveen the Russian and Persian Governments with rogard to the brigale should bo 
Thursday, January 17.—'The Ministers. of Finance, Education, and Interi 
if A ad nance, and Interior we 
present ‘The Finance Minister was elosoly. questioned by soveral. members GAD 
Subject of the customs and posts, for which he stated he was not respousiblon He weg 
qros-cxamined most persistently by, Saad-ed-Dowleb, Abul Hassan Khan, and 
faiommed Ismail, whose thrusts he skilfully evaded. He made a long statement, of 
which the following is an abstract, Te was led up to by Saad-ed-Dowleh, who said :—— 


“ Ain-ed-Dowleh told the merchants that 450,000 tomans (90,0 
D 0004, 
Now that he is not here to answer our questions on the ee ue i aa 


ee rare pinetons on sic a ? 
2 suahy Js Ahls statement correct, or ist not; and if it is correct, whore is the 


tara ap Mobammed Ismail, interposing, said: «The ATiniste 


Finance Minister (Naser-ul-Mulk): “No; I do not, saj 


iat he had not so far been ane for these et ees ready 


Tam not i 
Now that you have brought up these questions I should like to be permitted ty eer 
few wors: I will only express an opinion; I do not say I am right, Questions of 
nauce and the revenue and expenditure of the Government have often boon brought 
up by this Assembly, I read tho ¢Medjliss” newspaper daly, and have foun iy 
exec ss een by members who displayed much enthusiasm and natural al 
1717. 
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we are on the subject of finances, Twill tell you the meaning of revenue and expenditure 

cording to the usages of this country. A statement is made for the Government 
giving the revenue from each place, Against that total the Shab issues Firmans and 
Reseripts, which represent the Government's expenditure, Bills are then issued in 
favour of persons entitled to receive money. ‘The procedure has, so far, been this, and 
my share was to this extent, Tam only responsible for those sums which are in my 
Keoping, and for which I supply an account. ‘The so-called Budget has no analoay to 
the foreign system, When the word ‘Budget’ is used, the foreign system of Budzets 
comes to one’s mind, but this is not the ease here, Every Ministry has its own Budget, 
which is sent to the Ministry of Financo, but he is not responsible for them, So. far 
the system has been such, but in the futaro any system which may be indicated will be 
folloned. have given you an outline of the system, though there are many side issues 
{into whieh I need not go,” 

Snad-ed-Dowleh : According to your statement you are not a Minister of Finance 
but an accountant.” ‘The Kinance Minister subsequently admitted that this was the 
ease, ‘The Rinance Minister was then asked to draw up a scheme of reform for his 
administration, which he declined to do. ‘he question of the Belgian Customs adminise 
tration was again reverted to, and it was again urged that it should be under the 
Minister of Finance, who remarked that they were endeavouring to imitate the Buropean 

but they should remember that the conditions were very different in Persia, «Tt 
imposible i one country,” he said, ‘to follow in its entirety the system of another 
country where the conditions are yery different’ ; to which Saad-ed-Dowleh replied : 
“Tn thoge countries you refer to the motive power is science aud brains: 
ately, the motive power is money.” ‘Tho Finance Minister rel nee and 
Imonledgo nre exellent if not used to fnther pesonal mot further 
recriminations, but no practical result, 

Sulurday, Jinuiry 19.—One of the members proposed and endeavoured to put to 
the vote a proposal that specelies should be delivered from a tribune, in oner to.av 
the confusion caused by numbers of members speaking at onec, He had nearly carried 
his point when anotter membor addressed him with marked diseourtesy, whereupon some 
heated words vere exchanged and the offended member retired fromthe House, ‘Tne 
Minister of Mines was present on this occasion to answer an interpellation with regard 
to the D'Arey Oil Concession, but Saad-ed-Dowleh being abwent the question was post= 
poned until 
ons unday, enuary 40 Tho ‘Misitor of Mines (Mohan famalok) was present, 
with Sadih-es-Sultanch, the Persian Commissioner, Sheikh-ul-Mulk, formerly in the 
omploy of the Oil Company, and Edouard Kitabji, ‘The principal point brought up 
‘againat the Company by Suad-ed-Dowleh, at the instigation of Sheikh-ul-Mulk, was that 
of the employment of Persian subjects. A telegram was read from the local authorities 
stating that, apart from the managing staif and engineers, the whole of the employés 
wore Persians. ‘The remaining points were easily dealt with, and the question was 
allowed to drop, 

Tweuday, January 22—Tt having transpired. that Naib-es-Sultaneh, the Minister of 
War, had given various high offices to certain persons in exchange for large presents in 

the Assembly showed pleasure by an attack on the Government, without, 
hovever, mentioning the Naib-es-Sultanch’s name. ‘The appointment of Sepahdar 
(Minister of Telegraphs) ns Governor of Resht was strongly opposed, ‘The Mujtehed 
Seyed Mohammed joined in the demonstration, and caused a sensation by saying that 
they had crowned the Shah with a constitutional crown, and had accepted him as a 
constitutional monarch, but that if he turned against the Constitution and the Assembly 
they would no longer recognize him ns Sovere 

‘Thursdoy, Jenuary 24.—The sittings was chiefly devoted to the discussion of the 
charges brought against the son of Sepahdar, who, while acting as Depaty-Gorernor of 
a district in Mazanderan owned by his father (Tenekabin), vas alleged to have beaten 
‘priest: who had come to conduct the elections for the ‘Tehran Assembly. ‘The case 
hind kiven rise to much fecling in the Assembly at the previous sitting. 

Daring this period a siovement was in progress Uehind the scenes with the object 
of forcing the Shah to bring the Ministers into more practical relations with the 
Assembly than lave existed so far. ‘Their experience with the Minister of Rinanee on 
the 17th instant showed them that if some Working arrangement was not arrived at 
they would continne to waste their tim ess discussions, Naib-s-Sultaneh’s 
‘action, the appointment of Sepakidar as Governor of Resht, aman who is well known to 
bea reuctionary, and the evasive attitude of the Grand Vizier, all tended to show that 


mL 


an obstructive attitude was being adopted towards them. The following measures were 
therefore taken - 

January 24-29.—The tro principal Mujteheds began by writing joint letter to 
the Shab exposing the case, to which a gracious answer was received, but, the Grand 
Vizier to whom they leo’ applied, gave them evasive replies, On the 29th instant 
Seyed Abdullah made a statement to the House to the effect that he and his colleague, 
Seyed Mohammed, who was sitting beside him, had done their best to induce the 
Ministers to co-operate with the Assembly in the great work of reform, but unfortus 
nately without success, It now remained for the Assembly’ to obtain its rights under 
the Constitution, If the Ministers were allowed to flout them as they did at present, 
it was useless for them to attend the meetings of the Assembly, They would support 
the Assembly in any steps that were thought desirable under the critical circumstances, 
Saad-ed-Dowieh was not present, and the President took no part in the proceedings, 
though there is every indication that he had organized the movement, After an 
excited debate, in which Muin-et-Tujjar endeavoured to espouse the causo of his friend 
and partner, the Sadr Azam, the following letter evidently. prepared Detorshand was 
addressed to the Sadr Azam :— 


“Tn accordance with the Articles of the Constitution, the National Assembly is 
obliged in all State matters to consult and discuss with the responsible Ministers. ‘The 
furtherance of the interests of both the Government and nation ean only be achieved 
by the co-operation of the Ministers, and until such time as the body of Ministers is 
formally introduced to the Assembly by the Sadr Azam in person, the Assembly will 
not be ina position to take any steps in State aifurs. For this ronson tho Asscwbly, 
with one accord, asks your Highness to define the body of Ministers and to present 
them in person on Sunday next, the rd February, and to fix their responsibility and the 
extent of their duties, in order that the Assembly. should be able with their assistance 
to undertake reforms and thereby carry out its duty, and that the good.will of the 
Ministers towards the Assembly sliould be apparent, ' Should these conditions nob be 
carried out it will be clear that the present Ministers are not. in favour of the constitue 
tional Jaws or the fartherauee of the work of the Assembly. A definite answer is 
requested, in order that the Assembly should know what steps it should take in the 
future, 


‘The proceedings on the 20th instant, when the above letter was read, wero orderly, 
and there was every indication on the part of the majority of the members to put an 
end to the intolerable situation created by the obstructive attitude of the Government. 
‘A crisis, in fact, appears to lave been reached, 

(Signed) G, P, OHURCHILL, 





(5277) No. 115. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received February 18,) 


‘The Ala-es-Sultanch, Minister for Foreign Affairs, informed me that the Shah 
has expressed much gratification at the fact that the Russian Minister, in a special 
audience which he had asked for, conveyed the personal congratulations of the 
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Emperor, Tho Minister added that His Majesty made no allusion to my own 
communication. 
M, Hartwig informed mo of the audience, 


Thave, &e, 
(Signed). CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


eS 


Tnolosure 1 in No. 115, 


Ala-es-Sultanch to Sir C, Spring-Rice 

(Translation, January 26, 1907, 

NHEREAS, in accordance with the usages and rules, all the St, igus of the 
earth are obliged, for the adm istration of the kingdoms and the Maintenance of 
yoxerslgntin, to appoint successors, Lave the honoue to inform yoo Excellency that 
qa knparil Majsty the Sho ins oleted His tapertal Ighnuas Seas hers Mirza 
as Heit-Apparent to the Tmperial throne, roduced him publicly in that 
capacity to the Persian nations 

{have no doubt your Excellency ‘will bo good enough to inform the proper 
aullorities of His Imperial Highnoss! appointueut as the helt to the thor, 


_——— Ss 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 115, 


; Sir C. Spring-Rice lo Ala-es-Sultaneh, 
(Cranstation.) January 80, 1907, 
T tbatancs of the communication which sour Highness has Wet coos me 
on the subject of the designation of the son of This Majesty the: Shah, § nn Ahmed 
Hirzt. au suocessor to the throne tas alrety een brought ky mo te i knowledge of 
ng. In obedience to His Majesty's commands T hav ‘ day of the 
on of Mohammed Ali Shah, exprossed to. Tl : 


folictations, As T stated to. His Anjesty on that ml, my 
consilers this act as'a pledge of tho durable prosperity and tara 





(5279) No. 116. 


Sir ©. Spring-Rive to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Rectived February 18. 
(No. 28.) 
in ‘Tehran, February 1, 1907. 
LANE the Honour to transmit herewith the monthly summary Of events in 
ersia which have not been reconled in separate despatches, 
Thave, &c, 
(Signed) " CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


_—<$———— 
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Tnelosure in No. 116, 
Monthly Summary of Events in Persia No, 2, 


Nortuenn Pensta, 


Tehran, 


THE following is a chronological table of the eveuts of the past month which 
have been separately reported :— 


Assembly by Sade Azam. 
Assemb 


alls on Sadr Azam to condole, 
received by new Shah. 
tends at, Assembly, 


ins Ala-ed-Dowlch Minister of Court 
25-—Proclamation of Sultan Ahmed Mirza as Valiahd 
20.— Ultimatum sent to Sadr Azam by Assombly, 


n debts of the Persian Government, 


Trprial Bank, eurent account, of which £ 
750,000 towane at 12 por eon «| 1,000,000 tomaun | 80,009 
Indian Loan, tnheries, Ke, at fuarantods 
S percent, wwenty years ce se] 4,650,000 880,000, 
Frvoch Goverment purchase of rns 1000000 200,000 
Russian Goveranent,' por cent. =: 82500) 8,000,000. 
Russian Rank, May 11,1904, i 2780), 
"May 24; 1905, 10 fee coats ‘ono, 
diye 8,190, 12 pr oeate” 2 100,000, 
" 5 ~ al aola75, 68,000 
Toul, 4,386,000 


pale Shak hes dismissed al the Ito Shalt Court officials and replaced them by 
his own men. Amir Behadi has been Toplacad hy Ala-ed-Dowleh, 

Shoa-es-Sultanch's Crown lands in Fars havo all boen taken from him and his 
salary has beon reduced to 2,001, a year, 

jae Shatin a dificulty about all is father's doctors, who anv now on his 

i on aces Danvech was paid with great dificulty. A’ choque drawn by ne 
ofc} on his private account in Europe was handel to the Gesman Legion tien 
remain: Dr. So 1.0001. year; Dr, Lindley at nearly the sane figuro; Sie 
Hugh Adeock, who continues to druy at the mato of 41,6001, ‘a year while Porsian 
Consul at Florence ; and finally Alem-ed-Dowleh, who was getting 8,000/. 0 year and 
Taared a present of some property. worth 10,0001, ‘The Shah has takon Yeek ne 
fatter and cancelled the salary. De. Linley has gen tald to, continue to taeade 
usual. The Sh: nf with him his own doctors, Lokman-ul-! 

‘Dr. Coppin; the latter receives about 5001. n year, 
One of the Shah's fist acts after his succession was to announco that all the 
NES rete eancnss Crown lands, titles, Ge, issued by the lato Shah using 
his illness were caneclled, 

Afr. (Wilkinson, formerly in the Imperial Bank tere, and. whowe: brother is 
Gena at the bank now, lias Been engage by the promoters of The propesed nore 
German Bank, and will shortly come to ‘tebran, 

‘The Naib-cs-Sultanch has appointed Saed: 
ment for a “pishikesh” of 3,000, and Dal 
ari for 5,000, Majied-Dowlehi Chit of Artillery for 2000, Ine taking of 
“pishkesh” is against the wishes of the Assembly, and the Minister of Wat i 
consequence very unpopular, 

f77] 2G 





ns 


Tabreez, 


Nizam-ul-Mulk took over the Governorship of Tabreet carly in January, and 
Tam Kuli Mirza proceeded to take up the Governorship of Urmia, Nizam-ul-Mulle 
found thie local “njumen,” or Assembly, so hostile thie. he complained to the Shah, 
‘The matter was brought up by Seyed Abdullah at the Tehran Assembly, but the 
Deputies upheld the Enjumen.” 

‘The Kurds haye committed a 


it 
ovina Govortenant haath 
of tho district, 


for Urmin on the 
smal, 

and seemed quite con 
howover, still tho da 


the Russians have had some diMfculties over their Tabrecz-Julfa road. Bi 

ayings the pre ah and the ‘Tabreez, Karguzar (Mofakher-ed-Dowleh, well 
n Russian tool), th ned the right to levy tolls on the Tubrees side of an 

anefent bridge near the town, at the end of thefr road, ‘They apparently 
bridgo ns. part of the road, to. the indignation of the people and the “Enjumen.” 
Me Tussian Consul-Coneral is sail to have written au angry letter to one of the 
Muitoheds of Tabreet, threatening to call in Russian troops unless the road is left 
a 

The twelvo ‘Talreez Depntics lett for ‘Tehran on tho Sth instant, ‘Thousands 
of tho inhabitants of the town saw: them off, and a rather impressive function took 
placo at the bridge, when the Koran was solemnly: produced, om whieh last September 
an oath was taken by the leating men of the town to maintain the popular cause, 

‘The Russion Toa Administration is experioncing. considerable diffculty. in 
‘collecting its tolls, Jputiculaely from the fuhabitants of villages along the road, who 
‘manifest a profound objection to the additional tax which is imposed upon them, as 
thoy consider tho old xoal was quite good enough for their purposes, Reftsals to ps 
the tolls have resulted in frequont scufMles, and generally in the eseape of the de 
quents. A detachment of horsemen, supplied. by the Governor for the protection of 
the tai officitls, was beaten hy the villagers and sent back to Tabreez, The hostility 
of all classes to the Rond Company is very marked, 


Resht. 


‘Lhe Goverior-Genorl stated that his authority was set at naught and over 


5.0001, of taxes were outstanding and not likely to be paid, Ie expected bloodshed, 
‘Phe Modis” ‘associations at Resht, one public and one seeret. All 
manner of formalities have to be gone through before a member is admitted to the 
Svoron including one not to reveal what takes place 
‘at the meotin ‘ty with any one who should break his pledge, They are 
under the authority of di bodies in the Caucasus. ‘he attitude of the reform 
prety in Rest is ovolutionary, and gives some anxiety at Tehran. It is 
pirlly duu to the weakness of the Governor, Vezir Akrem, a chamberlain of the late 
Shali’s, Ho was so rebuked by the Shab, and Sepahdar was appointed to 
but the eliran Assembly opposed. his nomination. On the occasion of 
connection with the Shal’s coronation the Tababltants of Iesky 


15 


refused to take part without orders from the Tehran Assembly. Seyed Mohammed, 
Mfujtehed sent them a reassuring telegram as to tho Shah's attitude towards the 
Constitution, and they only then consented to show their loyalty by decorating the 
bazaars, illuminating, &o, 


Meshea, 


Nothing of any importance hias been reported from Meshed during the month, 
‘Thirty-six rifles and’ 9,000 rounds of ammunition, for the defence of the Consulate: 
General, arrived safely. Colonel Russell, who was sent to design defences on the 
Burmah frontier, visited Meshied, and was dsked to examine the Consulate with a view 
to its defence, which he did, and! made certain suggestions, 

‘The Ain-ed-Dowleh's people are reported to be robbing caravans in the vicinity 
of Ferriman, 


Turbat-i-Hayderi, 


Capfain Tyass continues his poliey of open Hostility to British interests, and says 
that he does not approve of the Anglo-Russian entente, but is in fayour of a Russo- 
German alliance, He seldom, however, tells the truth, 


Cenrnan AND Easteny, 


Ispahan, 


Mr, Barnham reports on the Ispahan. elections, which appear to have been 
direeted by Agha Nejeli with a view to his interests being protected in the ‘Tehran 
Assombly. The attitude of the Zil-es-Sultan is, as usual, most difficult to define, ‘His 
relations with Agha Nejefi are of a most complicated nature, At a meoting hold in 
Connection with the elections the Zl madera specaly declaring, that wigover Wie 
opposed to the National Assembly was a traitor, and ‘should be put’ to tho sword, 
Later, in an interview with Mr. Barnliam, ho said that he was feoling uneasy concorning 
the situation at Ispulian, that the mollahs wore getting quite out of hand, that one 
Ihnd openly advocated a massacro of Jows and Christians, and that they even’ spoke of 
him in Janguage which they dared not have used a fewyears ago. Tn speaking of Agha 
Nojefi's brother, Sheikh Norullah, hie described him as by far the most aetive and 
Gangerous of the Ispaban mollahs, Tis 38. spoke of Norullalt very mich ag 
Henry VII spoke of Wolsey. ‘The main point was, liowever, that his Highness 
wanted reassurance, He trusted that His M: esty’s Go) unent would exercise its 
influence to prevent all from Ispahian, THis favourite son, Balam Mirza, 
who is at present in ‘Tehran, delivered a message to His Ma ijesty’s Minister to the same 
general offect, and received a reassuring answer for transmission to hig fathor, Tn the 
meantime the Local Assembly at Ispalian has arrogated to itself the government of the 
ovine under the presidency of Sheikh Norulla, It meets twive a-weok, and intere 
feres in every matter, and produces general distmuist and confusion, Tb must, be 
remembered that Agia Neje and his brother axe among the most eomupt of tho 

lergy. 


Seistan, 


‘The export of grain from Soistan is prohibited, but an attempt was being mado 
at the end of December to rescind the onicr with the object of lessening the supply 
anil raising prices, so tht the Tehran official (“Sepahdan”) who lias bought the rovenue 
grin should make a large profit, ‘his would probably result in a second artificial 
famine, similar to that of last year. ‘The matter was brought up in tho ‘Tehran 
Assombly, anil the British were blamed for keeping up the prohibition, 

Major Kennion took over charge of the Consulate from Licutonant Daukes 
on the 28th December, He was recived very well by the Deputy Governor and 
Mumialian-es-Sultanch, 

‘The question of the Governorshi i to the fore, ‘The Russians 
are apparently supporting the Heshmiet-ul-Mulk against the Mumtahan-es-Sultaneh, 
‘who was about to/be appointed Governor, 





ne 


Sourneny. 


Shiraz. 


‘riical Assembly bas been formed, composed of about thirty members drawn 
from the various classes. ‘They have so far not shown auch activity. ‘The news of 
tho Shah's death eaused no trouble, 


Bushive and Gulf Ports, 


jAs an lnstance of the prevailing commercial activity of Germany in the 
Porsian Gulf, it may be mentioned that the Deutsche Orient Boy Hamburgh, has 
address Jeers to several prominent local merehants at Bunder Aviary elsewhere 
qftering its services in furthering. their commercial. tmansuoliog’ ane Northern 
Europe, 

The Daryn Bexgi, Governor of Bushi rs is successor, Saeed 
Sultaneh, hing already’ Toft 3 he is accordingly making 


Preparations to leave Bushire. 
(Signed). G. P. CHURCHILL, 
Tehran, January 31, 1907, 





(6225) No. 117. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Feby 5 
he. 70.) y—( ruary 18.) 
‘ir, ‘St, Petersburgh, February 4, 1907, 

Af, ISVOLSKY asked mo to call upon him this morning, and read "a ak a 
fiiggmim which he had received from the Tusslan Miniserat Treas the effect 
Hint toro was serious unsest in Perso, and that local asoomiiog ce Resht, Tabreer, 
Meera liad hold moctings, and wore acting independently of the Parliament at 
ohran, Whe telogeam further stated that ant tation was being fomented by: 
Fernians who had retumed trom abroad, and who were infeed ak revolutionary 
iim dnd that this agitation hors indications of being likely tn develop into an 
anti-European movement, 

M. Isvol: ed any information o1 

Exe out 


d reached him, 
the movement 
Tle was most 


had instructe 
the Russian Chin sear 


news which had 
oni 


to enstte in Pers 
bo an exceedingly di i ted cither 
and he would be 


de any: suggestions, and. his 

formation without any 

alle ly useful purpose could be 

od through tho intern ran, and he hinted that 

ypaiily the British Legation might havo lations with that Mody cine cut 
of the asylum granted to the maleontents, 

F toll his Excellency that the asslum lakew by so large numbers of dissidents 


uz 


from the former existing state of things 
and I might add annoyance, both. to 
Legation. Since the Assembly had 
stood in the clearest manner that it 
affairs of Persia, and had adopted an 
been the language whi 

Legation that T bel 


Doubtless the Representati 
tions when the situation was a little more clearly de 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) "A. NICOLSON, 





[5230} No. 118, 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Roveivnd February 18.) 


St. Petersburgh, Kebrury 7, 190%. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 70 of th» ili instant, |’ have ths Honour to 

state that I communteatod to M. T ‘ome information in gard to the situation 
in Persia with which Sir C. : 


wamont and the 

against foreign loans and Concessions, 

mblies exhibited a certain revolutionary 

fs enjoyed sullicient prestige to enable 

T informod M, Isvolsky furlong 

ost: desirable that foreigit Governmonts 

estic allairs of Persia, and that, if they 

he did not anticipate that thero would bo any iimediaty 


loney. said that, 
ports which lind reached 
wt p in constant. touch with Sir 0, 

Rice, and to consult with him if fresh developments arose. -M. Ts 
the hope that we should mutually communicate any int 
receive, a8 he was miost desirous that the two 
concert. 

Thavo, &, 

(Signed) "A. NICOLSON. 





[5233] No, 119, 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received February 18.) 


(No, 79) 
ao) St. Petersburgh, February 11, 1007. 

1 CALLED on M. Isvolsky the day before yesterday and communicated to him 
the substance of Sir: Spring-Rico’s tologram of tie 8th instant rogarding an dvanos 
to be mado to the Shah in view of the disquieting situation in ‘Mehran, 1 asked Kia 
Excellency if he had heard from Mf, de Hartwig on the subject, and he ruplid in the 
negative. He said that he was anxious to act entirely in concert with Ile st 
Government in all matters concerning Persia, and asked me if T would let hi 
note of the details of tho proposed transaction so that ho might consult, with the 
Minister of Finance with whom le hind an pointment the same evening, Ho 
inquired if Sir C. Spring-Rico had already made the advance, or whether Le ws 
Aavalting instructions from his Goverament, I suid that I gathored from the tologeam 

{i717} 2H 











1s 


that the matter was of some urgency, and it was possible that Sir C. Spring-Rice had 
considered it necessary to act with promptitude, but I could not say positively what 
steps had actually heen taken. It seemed to me that, as affairs seemed to be in a 
somewhat critical condition, great latitude should be accorded to the Representatives 
on the spot, hut it was essential that they should Keep in constant toueh with each 
other, T added that 1 felt sure that he would impress on M. de Hartwig to act in 
acert with Sir C. Spring-Riee, who had on more than one occasion expressed 
his pleasuro at the cordial and. in he maintained with his 
Russian colleague. M. Isvolsky it was of great importance that the two 
s shioulil be in complete harmony, and he lind no fear of the future in 
i Governments acted in unison, 
wontly received your telegram No. 12 of the 9th instant, informing me 
that. ITis Majesty's Government were prepared to authorize the jot advance provided 
the Russian Goverment concurred, “Tat once communicated this to M. Isvolsky, 
and I received carly this morning a letter from his Excelleney, of which beg leave 
to inclose a copy, and of which T telegraphed the substauce in my telegram No. 18 
of toxlny's date, 
of the above telegram, I have received Sir ©. Spri 
tolegen y's date, recommending that he and his Russian colleau 
he author thelr own diseretion in regard to the advance, T hiave little 
doubt that M. Isvolsky will be willing, on the part of the Ttuss rument, to 
ravi them ‘as Lam to sco his Excellency. 
| to some other questions, I will inqnire of him what farther 
ved from ‘Tehran, 
n 1 mentioned at the conclusion of my conversation of the 
Oth instant M. Isvolsky, that in view of the constantly shifting, and to an 
outsider somowhat obscure, 5 «ution appeared to be desirable, 
as any false step might p e our joint interests in that country, and might 
facilitate the possible ais of other countries, ML, Isvolsky said that so long as we 
wont land in hat he regarded Persia as a “clamp clos” to others, and on my 
romarkking iat, fortunately, the mun Minister in Tehran seemed to be a calm, 
peaceable man, he Inughingly:obs ho always felt some anxiety in regard to 
men if they lind a settled policy to pursues and he did not know if he 
‘not prefer the indiseréct exuberance of the formor youthful Changs d'Affaires of 
Germany, as he left n9 doubt as to the aims which he was pursuing. 
Thavo, &, 
(Signed) "A. NICOLSON. 


‘nclosure in No. 119. 


M. Isvolsky to Sir A. Nicolson. 


Ministere Impérial des Afnires Btrangéres, 
Mon clier Ambassadeur, le 28 Jonvier (10 Féerier), 1007. 
DIAPRES les nouvelles que jfat de 'Téhéran, ‘notre Ministre a QR donné & 
Sir Cecil Spring Rice son adhésion & Vavanes & faire en commun an Scbah, et le 
Gonyertioment Impérial confirms entidrement cette déeision, 
Votre sinctremont dévou 





[5236] No. 120. 


Sir A. Niculson to Sir Edward Grey—(Reecived February 18) 
(No. $2), ant ees) 
Sin, x St. Petersburgh, February, 
TASKED ML, Isvolsky this afternoon whether he had received any information 
from M. de Hartwig in respect to the proposed adyanee to the Shab, as I understood. 
‘4 the Itussian Minister would have applied to his Government for authority to use, 
in conjunction with his British colleag discretion as to dealing with that matter. 
His bxecll that M. de Hartwig had made as yet no application of that 
Dattre, nnd he inquired if Sis C, Spring-Rice had been authorized to judge for himself 
When the advance should be made, Isaid that the question of making the advance 


ng 


had been left to the discretion of Sir C. Spring-Rico, always, of course, in conjunction 
with M. de Hartwig. ML. Tsvolsky said that he entirely agreed with leaving such 
points to the two Representatives at Tehran, and when ho heard from M. de Hartwig 
he would send instractions similar to those dispatched to the British Minister, 

ML. Isvolsky said that he hind received from M. de Hartwig the draft of a 
communieat ich ie and Sit C. Spring-Rice proposed should he made to the 
Persian Government in regard to important matter, and that was the danger 

\ls on the customs revenues for the purposes of 

colleney then read to me the terms of the 

m, whieh were identical with those communicated by Sir C. Spring-Rico, 

Lfold him tat T liad reveiyed from ‘Teliran a similar telegram, but that I had not yet 

Iearnt what were the views of His Majesty's Government on the subject, ML Isvolsix 

Degged mo to inquire, as ho must speak with the Finance Minister on the subjech, 

and he would be glad to know whether you approved of the terms, It seemed to him 

that some such communication was necessary in order to safeguard our common 

financial interests, and he presumed that it would be best to leave the date of making 
the communication to the two Representatives on the spot 

M. Iavolsky said that Russia, unfortunately in his opinion, had advanced large 
sums to tiie Persian Government, and it would be nocessary. to take all precautions 
that the securities for these advances wore not tampered with, 

T observed that some 700,000. had also beon advanced from British quarters, and 
that 1 had heard rumours of the possibility of the future German Bank, in conjunction 
with the projected National Bank, taking over the debts of the Persian Government, 
and thus obtaining’ predominant position in Persia, M, Isvolsky said that 
he thought that t ‘mans were too good business men to embark on such an 
enterprise, especially when the only available securities were already pledged, Russia 
had a lien on the customs revenues in the North, and Great Britain on the customs 
reventies in the South of Persia and in the Gulf, but both countries must soo that 
these revenues were not attacked by the Assembly or diverted to other purposes. He 
considered that the matter was highly important, and I promised to lot him know 
Jour views as soon as T had ascertained them, 

T communicated the substance of the aboye in my telegram No, 20 of to-day's 
date, 


Thave, ce, 
> (Signed) ‘A, NICOLSON, 





(5238) No, 121. 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 18.) 


St. Petersburgh, February 12, 1907, 

AP ny interview to-day with M. Tsyolsky T communicated to him an aide-ninoire 
in regard to the telograph lines in Persia, of which T havo the honour to transmit a 
copy herewith. 

Texpl is * 5 ‘were of opinion that it would 
entail n consi «on tho existing Hines, and that: 
the objects w ‘equally well and more economically 
obtained by one of tho two altematives I hind communicated in the aide-ménoire. 

He hail in his aite-mémoire expressed the willingness of tho Russian Government 
‘ot to oppose a request which might be made by the British Government for a special 
ine from Nasratabad to Kouhi-Molik-Siah, Tn tho aide-ménoire T now communicated 
he would observe that it was suggested that the Russian Government should go a 
step farther and support any such roquest. It scemed to mo it would be well at this 
moment if this farther step eoull taken, should wo apply for iota al Cat tended 

it action was always to the good, 

M. Isyolsky said that he would look into the whole matter and let me have a 

later. IIo gave no indication of heing opposed to our proposals, but I told him 

‘not wish to extort any opinion from him until he had studied tho paper 1 left 
with him, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON, 
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Tnclosure in No, 121, 


Aideeménoire communicated by Sir A. Nicolson to M, Iscotsky 


HIS Majesty's Embassy had the honour to receive the aide-mémoire communicated 
by the Tnperial Russian Government on the 17th (30th) November, 1906, roganding 
an arrangement to be made with respeet to tho telegraph lines between Felon and 
Meshed, and between Meshed and Nasrataba, 

His Majesty’s Embassy is now in a position to make certain proposals which it 
frusts will commend themselves to the Imperial Russian Government as alfordin 
S temporary modus vivendi pending a general settlement of questions connected with 
Persia, 

itis Majesty's Embassy, with a view of avoiding the considerable expense which 
‘would be entailed by placing additional wires on the lines, as was suggested in the afte, 
ménoire of the Imperial Russian Government, would propose 


1. at neutral oF rather combined offices should he established at all stations, 
both terminal and intermediate, where Russian and. British signalers aro employed, 
or) as an alternative, separate ofliecs, belonging to exch Power, with a commutator i 
fxeparate shed accessible to both parties ; and that signallers of each Power should 
have for eortain fixed hours in each day uninterrupted possession of the office 
and lines, 

(that, as proposed in tho widecnémoire of the Imperial Russian Government, the 
fiuselan bispestors on tho Meshed-Nasratabad lino will he withtrawn and. replaced 
by tans or subaltern Porsinn agents, who will he paid by the Imperial Rassian 
ment, 
‘That the Imperial Russian Government would support a request to t an 
nent on the part of the British Government for permission to establish 
Tine between Nasratabad and Kouhi-MelikeSiah, 


St, Petersburgh, January 29 (Kebreary 11), 1907. 





15239) No. 122 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received February 18.) 
(Ro. 86. Confdentia) 


M, ISVOLSKY, in speaking of the 
information which had been received from that counts 
the Shah had granted all the demands of the Tehran and that it was 
fortunate that, in these in had abst: 
from taking His Maje i 
Parliament, and hind 
judge, the mo 
and he te 


asin 

and be on a imum seale, and that no 

cousultation with His Maj ty’s. Government. is absolutely 
sential that the two Governments should act in complete harmony, and not 

independently of eae other, and he trusted that he could rely on a similne vow 

Doing taken by Ilis Majesty's Goverument. I told him that le need have no shatow 


1s1 


of doubt on that point. AM, Tsvolsky added that the Russian Govorament wished, if 
ssible, to leave the Persians to ‘stew in their own juice,” and await calmly the 
Pe developments of the situation. 


T reported the substance of the above in my telegram No, 28 of to-day’s date, 
have, &e, 
(Signed) "A. NICOLSON. 





No. 193, 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Kaicard Grey.—(Received February 18,) 


St, Petersburgh, February 13, 1907, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 79 of the 11th instant, have tho Honour to 
transmit to you herewith copy of a pro-menorid, which Tryocived this morning, from tie 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs, relative to the future Persian Customs Administeation and 
the guarantees which can bo afforded that, tho customs rovennes will not be diverted 
from serving as security for loans advanced to the Persian Government, 
hag leave alo to inclose a copy of ny rly. 
Ttelegraphed the substance of the above in my Telegram No, 28 of tory’ dato, 
ave, &e, 
(Signed) "A, NICOLSON, 


_—<—<——<—<—_—— 
Inclosure 1 in No, 123, 


Pro-Memorid communicated by M. Involsky to Sir A, Nicolson, 


LE Ministro do Russio & Téhéran télégraphio que Ta démission do MM, Naus ob 
Friem pourrait porter préjudico @ PAngloterro et la Russi, mnatérellemont ongngées 
dans les emprunts Persans dont Vamortissomont et les intéréts sont. garantis pa les 
Tovenus des douanes Persanes, d'autant plus quo l'Assombléo parait vowloir dispoeur de 
es revenus pour ta Banque Nationale nouvellement foudée, Une paroille mesure 
coustituant une grave infraction aux arrangements intomationaux eonclus par 1a Perse, 
AL do Hartwig ot Sir Cecil Spring-Rice so sont mis d'accord pour télographicr & leurs 

louvernements qu'il est indispensable quo les Représontanta des doux. Puissances 
intéreasées mettent lo Gouvernement du Schah en domouro do lour donner uno réponse 
eatégorique & la question de savoi 


1. Quel sera le régime administratif: angie) lo Gouvernement compto soumettro & 
Yavenir des douanes du pays ; ot 

2, Quelles assurances To Gouvernement peut-il donner doco que les rovenus 
douaniers, qui forment Iunique garantie des cmprunts conclus, no serout affects & 
aucun autro usage? 


A. de Hartwig vient d'étre autorisé & faire la démarche projotée en eas oh gon 
colliguo d’Angleterre y adhérerait, et lo Gouvernemont linpérial serait fort reconuaissant 
au Gouvernement Anglais de bien vouloir munir Sir C. Spriug.ltice @'instructions 
analogues. 

Saint-Pétersbourg, te 30 Janvier 

(12 Février), 1907, 


_——————————— 
Inclosure 2 in No, 123, 


Pro-Memorid communicated by Sir A. Nicolson to M, Isvoleky. 


EN réponse au pro-memorid quo le Miniatdre Impérial des Affaires Etrangdres 0 
bien voulu communiquer & YAmbassado Britannique en dato du 30 Janvier (12 Feyrien), 
année courante, relatif & la communication a faire par les. Représentants do la Ruse 
ot do Ia Grande-Bretagne A ‘Téhéran au Gouvernoment Porsan au sujet du régime 
Administratif des douanes de la Perse ot do Vaffectation des revenus dounners, 
VAmbasssdo Britannique a Vhonneur de faire savoir au Gouvernomont Impérial que 
oz 21 
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Sir © Spring-Rice 9 été autorisé & fassocior avec son colldgue de Russie pour demander 
au Gouvernement Persan : 


1; Quel sera lo nigimo administratif auquel le Gouvernement compte soumettre & 

ir les douanes du pays ; 
Guelles assurances le Gouvernement peutil donner de co que les revenns 
ment "unique garantie des emprunts conclus, ne seront.affectés & 


Saint Pétorsboury, le 81 Janvier 
(18 Ferien), 1907, 





(5665) No. 124. 


Sir A. Nivolson to Sir Keward Grey.— (Received February 19.) 
(No, 25;) 
{Molec A P use St. Petersburgh, February 19, 1907. 

i it reqnist from the Minister for Foreign Affairs to call on th 
Yesterday oveniny, 1 foiind Count Bonckendorit with him, faa 
mo that he thought oor draft Conver nas to Thi 
gnestioned ie Chum 

alt De 

ing’ draft note as to the Is 
‘embodying Russian proposals with regard to 
“ated to me in writing, Tunderstood 
From Kuchan to Ispahan, thence to 
hore fon. of some conditions as to the mainte. 
‘oneessions in respective spheres of interest. I said that tho 
uph Tino should: not be inchided among these, and inquired to 
is reference was mado. Ho mentioned customs ruveries and 
ios, andl observed that a se wnt might be concluded for the 


at of tho tlegraph tes quest (that a transfor was, to my mind, the 


oad to my will be best 10 aseait. proposals in writing, in 
order that Vay’ sow nil be stro that I have eorreetly given the lines 
His Bxcolloney further infurmod ine that he had been successful in winning over 


the wiley pani’ to sat ae f the zone 

m of the zone proposed by 1s, which 
anionuted Yo obinwloniige surrender of what. might" bean 
inyportnt strate wentualities. He said that an arangement 
as to \fyl question, and he: 


T inquired as to 

vas anxious lost Afghanistan 

ity one ential under our cout, and 

* permission to build railways, organize hie 

Taittine cain tat if le Amecr wished fo do so we could not provent hing frees 

building rally aud developing ie country, “T asked if he meant hee what toc, 

Foquired was the maintonance of the vil statis quo. Ho said that was their 

esi, auld that ome arrangement should bo come 10 as to trade and the relat 
of Toeal frontier officers. gave him no indication of what our proposals weatgies 

At the conclusion of our interview his Excellency made am important ststecont 

to tho elect that Russia would have to make an arrangement with German tena 

fie, Miter woul dertake not to, sek Concessions in the lugsian zones. dha ge 

Padi Tila’ would havo to de dealt seth in such an ayeeemout, the seen 

Gen dy miderstand, to be. mude in accord with us, Tis idea apparently ie ter 

Germany should give froo hanil in her zone in rotumn for withdrawal of 

on to Bagdad Railwa 

jase intious. with Japan are progressing very favourably, and in view of this 
Ministor for Poroigi Affairs is desirous of pushing on those withiae i 
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(5666) No. 185. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 19.) 


Wegrephio) P. St, Petersburgh, February 19, 1901. 
WITH reference to my tolegram No. 25 of to-day, 
Lam not disposed to think we shall encounter difficulty in obtaining adhesion of 
Russian Government to our proposals with regard to Afghan arrangement, though. 
sibly exception must be made for suppression of trade ounties, but I think some 
lcclaration willbe pressed for that we will not go farther than the terms of our 
Treaties with the Amcer yexisting, I fear you may find difficulty in meeting 
their wishes, and that t nper the conclusion of an arrangement as to Persia. 
T understand their point of view is that, given a free hand in Seistan, wo would be in, 
it into that district, and that if the Ameer, with our 
dlway communication with India, an alteration in 
ical status quo, seriously to tho disudvantage of Russia, would result, 
At the sume time, when the Ameer has left India, and when their Pro-memorid as 
to Porsia has een communicated in_ writing, Tthink that, T could: givo over Afghan 
Is as they are to Minister for Foreign Affairs, and then perhaps he would state 
y what their wishes and views. 
While fully recognizing that the questions are too. important to bo hustled 
through, 1 venture to submit that it would now bo advisable that the con 
cours of the negotiations should be as little delayed as possible. 





(5221) No, 126. 
Foreign Office to India Ofte, 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 19, 1907. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 80th ultimo, Lam. dirocted by Soerclary 
Sir E, Groy to transmit to you lorewith, to be laid. before the. Secretary of Stato for 
India, copy of a telogram from Mis Majesty's Ainbassador at St, Petersburgh relative 
to the Anglo-Russinn nogotiations.? 

It will be observed that Sir A. Nicolson, in ant ipation of a question which may, 
probably bo addressed to him by M. Isvolsky, inquires whether he is authosized to 
inform his Fxeclleney, at the proper moment, tint His Majesty's Government would 
Fecommeni the Ameer to permit intercourse between Russitn and specifically selected 
Afgliai frontior oficial on local and non-political snatters; and not merely that. they 

ions to such relations. 

sotintions it may. 
it is premature to 
present moment. “Mo considers it desirable that Lig Majesty's 

learn (1) what are the Russian proposals in regard to Pors 
Anil whother thoy are likely to prove acceptable, anil (2) what are exactly the Russian 
proposals in roganl to direct Russo-Afghan relations, before, any communication 48 

made to the Ameer on the subject. 

Grey would bo glad to be favoured with the obsorvations of tho Sccrotary 
of State for India in tho: matter, and he proposes, if Mx. Morley concirs, o reply to 
Sir A, Nicolson in the above sense, 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) GoRst, 





(5752) No. 127, 
India Office to Foreign Office, {Received February 20,) 
Sir, India Office, February 19, 1907. 
WITH reference to Six H. Walpole's letter of the 26th October, 1904, on the 
subjéct of the deputation from India of an enginoer to Arabistan to report upon the 
# No, 108, 
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Karun irrigation project, Lam directed by Mr. Sceretary Morley to transmit, for Sir E, 
Grey's information, 1 copy of a letter® from the Government of India, giving an 
account of the proceedings of Major Morton, RsE., tho oflicer in question, 

It will bo seen that, since reporting upon M. van Roggen’s scheme, Major Morton 

boon employed upon the preparation of an alternative project on the lines of Indian 
irrigation canals. 

Major Morton’s deputation commenced on tho 7th January, 1905, and the Govern: 
rent of Tudis etiont that his won ay Ree they consider it necessary to carry. 
it at present, will be completed by the end of May next; the cost being put at 1702 
a-month, or, say, 2,800 in all, a moioty being debitable to Imperial rovenves, 

Mr. Morley proposes, subject to Sir E. Groy's concurrence, to approve the proposal 
‘of tho Government of India, 

Tam to add that Mr, Morley would be glad if Sir B. Grey would, if he approves, 
approach Messrs, Lynch in tho sense of the final paragraph of the Goverment cf 
Tndia’s letter, 

Tam, &¢, 
(Signed) ' A. GODLEY. 





(5761) No. 128, 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 20.) 
(a 28,) 
(Telegeaphic.) P, St. Petersburgh, February 20, 1907, 

RUSSIAN draft Convention respecting Persia hias been communicated to me in 
writing. ‘The line fs different from that which I telegraphed yesterday. Tt rans from 
KasrSheorin through Ispahan, Yea, Kak, to tho Afghan frontier in the neighbours 
hood of Kubsan, ‘The misunderstanding is mino. It is suggested that ourline should 
Tun from the Afghan frontier through Gazik, Birjand, Kerman, and Bunder Abbas 
And by tho frontiers of Afghanistan and Behichistan’” ‘Tho sense of the worls in 
inverted! commas is not quite clear to me. 

jelete is reciprocal engagement not to seck within the zone of the other any 
politcal or commercial Conession, or to support with that object one’s own subjects 
rie subjects of the third Powers, such Concessions to include railways, telegraphs 
Hanks. ‘transport, roads, insurmice business, ec. Knglani engngos not to oppose 
dirvotly or indirectly Concessions supported by Russia in Russian zone, and Ween 
undertakes similar chgagement as to British 20 

ithero is;no mention of maintenance of Concessions already existing, as Minister 
for Foreign Alfairs stated to mo verbally yesterday ; but it may’ be this is considered 
a implied by the Russian Government, 

n the final parayraph itis stated that the revenues of all the Persian eustoms, wi 
the exception of the Persian Gulf and those of Rarsistan, guaratecing tho servion at 
the Russian loans aro to continue to be devoted to the same purpose as they hinve bece 
hitherto, ‘ho Minister for Roreign Affairs told me yestortay that the revenues fee 
Which exception is made above were affected to British loans, but I presume you. will 
‘ish that the Convention should contain a clear statement of the revenues so nifected 

‘Thoro is reforency in the preamble to the independence and intogeity of Persie 
and equal opportunity for all nations for their industry and commerce. 

Texpect to have an opportunity of sending you a eopy of the draft Convention 
to-morrow. 





(5945) 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received February 22.) 


THE Under-Sceretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Undere 
Feerelary of Stato for Foreign Afiairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
fonvards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, a paraphrase of @ 
feleran to the Viceroy, dated the 18th instant, relative to the proposed Anglo-ltussiaat 
loan to the Shah of Persia. 

India Ofice, February 21, 1907. 


———————— 
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Tnclosure in No. 129, 
Mr. Morley to the Government of India. 


(Uelegraphic.) P. India Office, February 18, 1907. 

PERSIA. Loan to His Majesty the Shab. ‘Telegram dated tho 8th instant from 
His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, 

Telegram from Sir ©. Spring-Rice, dated the 14th instant, stated that, as country 
is quiot, and as money would probably be diverted to purposes other than that ot 
aying troops, he and Russian Minister aro agreed that mera oe ne pportiino for 
Tian. "Should absolut necontty aaa srony ea ete for tat pucnoeo, 
With reference to question of security for loans, telegram from Spring-Ricp, dated 
the 11th instant, stated that dispatch of following message to their respoctive Govorne 
ments had been greed upon by himself and Russian Ministor:-— 


“We seo great danger for customs revenue in view of M, Naus! dismissal, more 
ticularly as seizure of revenue for National Bank is rumoured to be contemplated 
Fy Assembly,” We tink ie deviablo, soe ig that this would amount toa breach of the 
in Convention, that intention of Persian Government in respect of administration 
of Customs should be ascertained, and that they should be asked! what grunranteo they, 
are prepared to give for tho non-diversion of the money on which alono loans axe 
guaranteed. Authority to make communication in above sense is requested as soon as 
Possible.” 
Authority to make communication in form of an inquiry, as uggested, with 
Russian colleague was given to Spring-Rice on the 12th instant.” Similar mstructions 
have been received by Russian Minister at Tehran, 





[5949] No. 130, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received February 22, 


THE Undor-Sooretary of State for India presents his complimenta to tho Undor- 
Scoretary of Stato for Foreign AMfairs, and, by dirwotion of Mr Sooretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of Stato, a paraphrase of 
telegram to tho Viceroy, datod tho 18th iustaut, relative to the situation in Persia, 

India Office, February 21, 1907. 

—————— 


Tnclosure in No, 180, 
Mr. Morley to Government of India, 


(Telographic.) P, Intia Ofce, February 18, 1907. 
PLEASE rofer to telegram dated Mth instant from Mis Majesty's Minister at 

Tobran regarding the situation in Persia, On tho 12th February Six C. Spring:Rieo 

Was informod in reply that his statements as to our inability to consent to demonstration 

in favour of Porsian Government and against reform iwovement js enti 

2 


tish Goverumont, and. 
To Sto} ‘On the 13th February, 
Sir A. Ni id had entire concurrence 


2k 
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of, and would be faithfully observed by, His Majesty's Government, whose. satisfaction 
he was to express, 

On the 14th February His Majesty's Minister at Tehran telegraphed that following 
Statements had beon agreed upon by himself and Russian Minister : “As result of 
concessions made by Shah to Assombly thero is general cessation of agitation, With 
Possible exception of isolated incidents during Moliarrem, no trouble to be expected, 
at all events for some time, Careful watch will of course be Kept, but no particular 
anger anticipated either for Europeans or for Shah. British and’ Russian Mfinistors 
are acting in harmony and are in constant touch.” 

Tthas beon explained to Persian Minister forForeign Affairs by Sir ©, Spring-Rice 
that, unless their nationals were attacked, neither Government would interfere, Thi 
has eon so constantly repeated by British and Russian Ministers, that Sir ©. Spring: 
Rico thinks it is understood by popular party. He considers, however, that we dhol 
bo prepared for possibility that events in North Persia may foreo hand of Russian 

lovermment, 

Owing to distrust of Shah’s promisns, thero is still some excitement at Tabreez. 





(5762) No, 131, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 


{ier pie.) P. Foreign Office, February 22, 1907. 
WE cannot enter upon discussion of Russian proposals respecting Persia until we 
havo toe Ml text; thoy seem, howovor, from the summnary, to be in principle in 
wo havo already. put forward, and, though we shall probably have 
nts to propose, they appear to us to provide a satisfactory basis for 


tho prospect of an eventual agreement appears to bo sufficionth 

hopeful to justify us in communicating, to the Russian Government our views wit 
ogg th Nfighanistan, 

You may therefore communicate to tho Minister for Foreign Affairs the draft 

of which you are alrendy in possession. Ag regards the question of direct 

ation between Russian and Afghan fronticr officials, you shonld point out to 

M. Tavolsky tat it will be necessary for ux to obtain the consent of tho, Ameer 

forelian, and that, bofore approaching His Highness we must. know what the 

asian viows are on this point, and liow they would propose to carry them out, 

¢ to tho sonsitivenoss of the Ameer, we have always reqardod this question a8 0 

ono) anil it can ouly bo concluded as part of a goneral settlomont im regard to 

the roysiow of tho Indian frontier, front which both sides will derivo such security. as to 

preva political dilioulties or apprehension arising from small incidents on the Afghan. 

fronton 





(6282) No. 132, 


Sir Bilwarit Grey to Sir H. Howard, 

(No. 11.) 
Sir, Foreign Offce, February 22, 190; 

TNE Dateh Minister is assured from ‘Teliran that the Persian 
Govornm ith regard to irrigation in the Karun, 
and that the only obstaclo in the way is the British objection, Ho is assured that, if 
tho Concession jis not secured by the Dutch, it will be given to the Dresdner Bank. 
‘The Russian Minister at Tehran has told ‘the Dutch Minister there that ho is 
favourable to the Concession, Should it ho granted, Van Rogen, the Dutchman who 
is intorested in it, would come over to England and get in touch nt once with an 
English group, 

‘The Dutch Minister asked, therefore, that we should send instructions to Tehran 
fosay that we would be noutral in the matter, and not put any-objections in the way. 

told him that T looked upon the matter as being in the Same position as it was 

when he last spoke fo me. Of Inte we had carefully avoided interfering about loans 
or Concessions, or other things of the kind in Persia, because the Assombly was very 
much opposed to any such things, and interferenee would excite a strong anticforeign 
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feeling. I did not believe that the Persian Government could grant any foreign 
Concessions at this moment without having great difficulties with the mena ly. 

‘The Dutch Minister told me he was assured that the Assembly would not object 
to this Concession. 

1 said T could give him no farther answer at present, but I would inquire into 
the matters he had laid before me. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "8, GREY, 





(6146) No. 133, 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received February 28.) 


Sir, India Offce, February 22, 1907, 
T AM directed by Mfr. Secretary Morley to acknowlelge the receipt of Sir B, 
Gorst’s letter of the 20th instant, forwarding copies of two telegrams, dated tho 
tant, from His Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburgh relative to the 
negotiations with Russia, 


: Persia, reported in telegram No. 25, 
Dut that His Majesty’s Government must reso fon until hey 
have seen them in writing, and that they expect after receiving them to be able t) 
iit forwanl certain proposals reganding Afghanistan, But Mx. Morloy thinks that 
it will be desirable to communicate our proposals as to Afghanistan, subject to the 
principle laid doven in Sir B, Gorst’s letterof tho 19th instant, that, oforo the question 
of direct communications between Russian and Afghan local officials ean be considered 
between the two Governmonts, it will he necessary for us to know exactly, what tho 
Russian proposals on this point are, with a vicw to any recommendations we may 
make to the Ameer on the subject, 
Tam, &, 


(Signed) "A, GODLEY, 





[6282] No, 184, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice, 


Foreign Office, February 28, 1907. 
me on the subject of tho Karun 
ran that: the Persian Goyernmont, 
aro willing to grant the Concession, that the opposition of His Majesty's Government 
forms the only obstacle to if, and that tho Concession will be given to the Dresdner 
Bank if the Dutch do not secure it, He further stated that he was assured that the 
Assembly would raise no objection to the schomo, and that the Russian Minister at 
‘ebran Had expressed himself in favour of it, Hl’ therefore asked that His Majesty's 
Government, should adopt a ncutral attitude, 
I promised to make inquiries as to the present situation with regard to this 
Concession, but told him that T did not holiove that the Persian Government were in a 
‘ut the present moment fo grant concessions to forvigners without having 
great difficulties with tho Assembl 
Please let mo know, by telegraph, how matters stand, 





(6179) No. 185. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received February 24.) 
St. Petersburgh, February 24, 1907, 


Ambassador to-day that the Persian Government had 
houses for assistance in form of funds and expert 
advice, and that he had informed the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs that it Was 
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possible a French financial e: tudy th ic 
the spot. ME. Tevolskky has said this) but Poel nae 
inquiry when I next have an op ibassador added that. he 
b h a like object, but 
be a purely’ financial enter- 
rn, 





No. 186, 
Spring Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receiced February 24.) 


P. Tehran, February 24, 190) 
BARU toad: See my telegram No. 20 and your telegram No. 12.7 
Consul at Ahwaz has sent me following telegram 2 


“Confusion is likely t6 he produced, to. my mind by conflicting an 

To not anticipate that ating wil be dono in Tacs ofa well ata, eee 
irmaalh fot Practical uature will be derived from the Sirdar Aven) if ho con 
Hingelt to mero talk, oven if friendly. But, nevertheless, it woul eed ec arias 
matetsiog merane® sliould bo discouraged, as any ‘lure in the fers cee 
satisfnetion would be attributed by the Company to His Majeaty's Goverstnent 

joped a elites for making rapi means of communication eter tan those 
enjoyed by the Company, through its agents." 





(6300) No. 137, 


Sir: Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received February 26,) 


(Me 86.) 


(Polexeaphic.) P, Tehran, February 25, 1907, 
28rd HON, tttigation scheme, I havo received your telegram No, 28 of tho 
23rd Fobruary, 4 

National Book onjoys. by: terms of its Charter tho sole right to Concessions ws, 
However, netossary capital is unable to ho suppliod, Charter besornes invalid, 
xchat Of Aba Concession ate ow hold by Dreslen Bonk and Netieoal Bank in 
chanigo for that Concession must obtain necesstry capital ftom Ga , 
of th tr ar this wok, ee eee aa reine 

mee diel to seeuto native capital, very probably. recourse will bo had to 
forvijgnors; in fact, efforts have alroady been sales i ecting Englis 
sea ee ly beeu mado to sound mo respecting English 

ay peel colleague and aro of opinion. that best mannor of preventing German 
Schiome would bo to immediately form a Synilicite of an Inernatoet charieter, and to 
flispatch a inanotal ogont, Ho could negotiate at Ahwaz and hese gt ee received 
suport ciptoanteanae 388 eau ia concost with our Russian ‘colleagues give ie 
eubnort diplomatically, It will bo very dificult to exploit the eeleee ten 
sentiment is not strongly culisted in he saaiten tee eae eel 








(6308) No. 138. 
Sin: Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 251) 


ee Tehran, February 25, 1907. 
KARUN irrigation: See my telogram No. 36 of to-day, aoe 
Following is Confidential — - 


cowl 3s lon suggested by 1iuteh Minister that notifeation should: be made to his 
Jovernment, 8S Possible if international sehiemo is approved by His Majesties 
(Groat national scheme is approved by His Majesty’ 
ian collegatie and 1 should thon receive instructions to make 
‘ation to Shah's Government that no objection is raised by us, = 
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Certainly there appears to be reason to fear immediato action on the part of 
Germany, and the best way to bar it may be th international scheme, Of course Hig 
Majesty’s Government can insist, even if they withdraw objections, that dotale’ art 
Plans of proposed scheme, &c., shall be commtinicated to thors. 





(6375) No. 139, 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received February 26.) 


Wo. 107.) 
Sir, Constantinople, February 18, 1907. 

WITH referonco to Mr. Barelay's despatch No. 785 of the’4th December, 1006, 
Lhavo the honour to report that information has reached His Majesty's Acting Consul, 
General at Bagdad, from, tho British Consular Agent at Mosul, of the arrival in that 
city of the Persian and Turkish Commissioners appointed to sotile the dispute with 
Tegard to the frontier in the Passova district, and alao to delimit the whole boundary 
between the two countries. 

‘The Joint Commission is to have its quarters in’ Mosul during the remaining 
winter months, 

Thave, &e, 


(Signed) N. R, O'CONOR. 





[6336] No, 140. 
Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 20.) 


St, Petersburgh, Februnry 19, 1907. 
AFTER the convorsation between M, Isvolsky and myself iy regard 10 the Thibetan 
Convention had terminated, his Excellency said’ that he wished to syeak to me vith 
Fespeet to our arrangement as to Persia, To might tell mo thnt, after considerable 
difiealty, he had succeeded in inducing: the Goncral Staff to. neceph in principle Uie 
mode in which we proposed to come to nu understanding, and that they lid alse 
admitted in principle the British zone of interest which had. been defined by the ling 
sketched in the pro-memorid which 1 had communteated {9 him, ‘The papor which ho 
had in his hands was a summary of the viows of the Russian Government on the subject, 
and he would communicate it to me in writing as soon, as he hia earefully roviewed ite 
terms and its form, He could tell me that the Russian line would run from Kuchan 
through Yezd and Ispahan to Kast-el-Sherin, and that the Russian Goverment 
considered that it woul be etter to specily he eoueeaseng ink respective zones for 
Mhich we shoald reciprocally abstain from requesting, ‘They would be railways, roads, 
and otters. At the samo time, those concessions at presont existing should be 
i . T interrupted M. Isvolsky at this pointyand asked if by the maintenanes of 
concessions le referred. to the Meshed-Seistan telograpli line, as T thought it 
ecessary to inform him that my Govemment attributed importanee to that. question 
being settled in accordance with our ¥ M. Tsvolsky sail! that he was of opinion 
that the question of the two telegraph lines, Meshed=-Nasratabad. and ‘Teliran- Mow 
could best he s U said that this mig 


Russian Bank had several 
customs of that province also formed a portion of the. 
sceurities guaranteed for the service of Russian loans, ‘The British advances, were 
secured, he said, on the customs revenues of Farsistan and the Persian Gulf, while the 
Russian loans were guaranteed on the northern and the Seistin customs, 
M. Isvolsky then said that he was anxious to be mado acquainted with the 
Proposals which we were prepared to make for an arrangement as to Afisani 
the Persian question was so closely related with that of Afihanistan, and te one eould 
not be settled without the other. “I told his Excelleney that L was not yet in a position 
fo communicate our proposals, but that I hoped shortly to he able to do so. His 
Excellency pressed me to give him a general iden of thom, but I said that it would be 
impossible for me to do so until I could communicate them in detail; but t would be 
glad if he could tell me the views of the Russian Government as to the close 
Telationship between the two questions. 


a77] a 
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181 
M, Tsvolsky said that he would recay AM. Isvolsky to say that an arrangement in respect to the Bagdad Railway should be 
Russian Gorernment. W i parecer anes : 
; AL Isvolsky said, in conclusion, that he considered that we had made sensible 
Progress towards a general understanding, and he earnestly trusted that our negotiations 
before long would reach a satisfactory conclusion, He was happy to tell me that. his 
discussions with the Japanese Minister were progressing. amicably and smoothly, and 
that he was now quite satisfied with th outlook, He proposed to make three Conyen- 
tions with Japan as to commerce, fisheries, and railway junctions; and also two Actes 
Généraux "—one a Treaty of Arbitration similar to that which we had concluded with 
France, and one establishing that both Japan and Russia would observe and preserve the 
status quo in the Far East. He then thonght that, humanly speaking, pence could be 
assured for sme fime to-come.” said Unt ache arrangement would, Twas sure, 
be most weleome to my Government, and I asked if the Japanese Gorertment showed 
a favourable disposition towards it. “His Excellency replied in the affirmative, I 
‘The impression which I gathered trom my long interview was that the Russian 
i Government are sincerely desirous of arriving at an arrangement with us} but that they 
fhe weaker’ posit fare nervous lest our relations with Afghanistan should develop into such cordial intimmey 
Fen toena there as would lead to the Ameer coming under our direct influence to an extent which nelthe 
< he nor his predecessors hal hitherto permitted. ‘The Russian Government, therefore, 
‘ction between the two questions, but I thought are desirous of obtaining, if possible, some assurance that the general charaelor of ov 
points in the arguments he had placed before me, Our Agreement relations with the Ameer should undergo no radical chatige, and. that they should, 
‘ew the establishment of a state of peace, anil not a possible state of ware indeed, remain as they are at present. It is possible that, lis Majesty's Government 
fold him candidly that we: wished Seistan to be’ within. our Lone for purely defensive ray not feel disposed to bind themselves as to the future but T am eoniident that, if 
Fears, Mf. Im iMerposed the remark that there was “défense active” as well as Ro assurances at all can be given, it will be difficult, { should be inclined to say 
8 * défense passive.’ Aw to possible railway extension info Scistan or ts the coast, I impossible, to, como to a satisfactory arrangement as to Pers, 1 yes not aitert, 
Woukl not diseuss the question; and apparently as matters stood for the moment tere obtain a precise and clear: pronouncement from ML lsvolsky as to what eevee Ue 
was an Assembly at ‘Tobran who would have a word to say in the matter, Moreover, Russian Government required on the above point, When vt communicate to him our 
aulmiting even that Russin gave usa free hand in a strategical postions we at tee an Proposals as to Afghanistan, I shall, I trust, sueeced in obtaining a definite exposition 
time were con $a similar advantage to Russia in other parts of Persia, ‘The one of the Russian views, 
concession balanced the ot Ladded that T did not quite seize the purport of his 1 would also respectfully bog leave to recommend ‘strongly that the favourable 
observations us to Afghanistan. As to British officers rearga ng the Ameer’s troops, conditions which now prevail ‘in regard to our negotiations inital be allowed to 
that didnot seers probable at a time when no British offeer could set firey across the Aisappear; and though in dealing with important questions excessive haste ig to. be 
frontier, T gathered that he, or the military. party, was under the apprehension that wo 


A K deprecated, still ft would be most unfortunate if on our side any undue dolay were to 
intended, or wished. to bring Afghanistan winder our protection in the same mannae as, 


s t h eceur, and if the continuous course of our discussions were to be Interrupted by interval 
Say, Beluchistan, ‘Phat seemed far-fetched fear, He had mentioned railways, of silence. ‘Those who are opposed to an understandiug with ts, and who wit ifliculty 
Dut if tho Amecr wore inspired with the desire to develop and open up his country, we have been won over, would interprot any delay on our part as a sign of inditforenes oy 
Gould not prevent him trom realizing: such w wish, of suspicion, and this would injuriously affect the prospects of a favourable solution. 

AM. Kvoliky said he understood that; but sho would construct the railways, and T havo, &e, 
hither vould they lead Evidently thoy would bo built by British asitance’ ant (Signed) A, NICOLSON. 
Trea eof; |, Coit Bonckondoot? remarked that wo had a. Treaty 'wity 
Afghanistan, and that the iden yas that we should not go farther than the ‘Treaty. 1 
aoked if it was desired that the politcal status quo should be maintained. “I unlertoog (6337) No, 1a, 
M, Isvolsky to say that this was. 0, and also that some arrangement should be made for 
eau ng the relations hetween Russian and Af; han frontier officials, and also in regard Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received February 26.) 
to trade, (No, 99.) 

"said that porhaps on these points an understanding eould be reached, but that T ge) 

ust await your instructions, WITH reference to your telegram No, 19 of the 13th instant, relative to the 

M. Irvolsky then said that there was on other matter which he wished to mention attitude to bo assumed by His Majesty's Goverment, and also to the assurances given 
tome Russia and Great Britain were drawing up an Agreement which would preclude me by M. Isvolsky as to that of tho Iussian Government, in regard to tho situation in 
elther party from secking for concessions in the zone of the other, but what abet ted Persia, I have the honour to transinit copy of a letter which I addressed to. hi 
partion? 1 said that I understood our original idea was that when both Goreramenc, Excellency on the Uth instant, As T havo recived no roply from M. Tsvolsky, it 
Hail come to an understanding, we should severally apply to the Persian Gorerament ta may, 1 submit, be taken for granted that he is in agreement with the information 
Gheaze nol to allow concessions: to third parties in our zones,  M, Istalaky romerkea which T conveyed to you i sgram No, 22 of the 12th instant, 
that this would be shutting the door inn considerable portion of Persia; sad that oe Thavo, de. 

td he face to face with a similar situation to that which hail atisen cver Moree, (Signed) A. NICOLSON. 

y would not trouble us in Seistan ; but it would be necessary for Russia to con es 
to an arrangement with hor me. Such an arrangement could 7 
only be mai 1 romatked that ‘Teuton activity might as Inelosure in No, 141. 
», and I was under the impression that 7 ie =a} 
ras that Russia, France, and Great Britain 88 ApNiealeon to 2. Tealaky. 


‘er Germany made overtures for foreign ‘Mon cher Ministre, Saint-Pétersbourg, le 1" (14) Février, 1907, 
ul hitherto assumed an obstructive J'AT informé mon Gouvernement des assurances que vous avez bien youlu me 


She could withdraw this obstruction on the donner Vautre jour aw sujet de Yattitude du Gouvernement fmpérial vis-d-vis de In 
leave her alone in her zone, I understood situation en Perse, et que j'ai résumées ainsi que suit:— 





St, Petersburgh, February 20, 1907, 
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mmnique apprécie 
et de vous exprimer son 
vérial, que mon Gouyerne= 


_ Veuillez, &e, 
(Signé) A. NICOLSON, 





(6339) No. 12, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey— (Received February 26,) 
Gio-101) 
ir, i St. Petersburgh, February 20, 1907. 
A; ARYOLSKY handed mo to-day a draft: Conveution In reseed To ge future 
Fatal relations between Grent: Britain and Russia, whieh had beet wat up by the 
Russian Government, of which I have the honout 10 teahaan copy. Tdi not 


vrthai mis Presenee, and aecopted it without commont, T roeeet habe made a 
con! ilesraphing yesterday vetvroen Kulsan and Kuchian, but the mieceoe 
gras duo to my not eatehing accurately the peonwucation of the sang es 
tivo places 
vol Preau blo ig Montical with thal of the British daft Convention, except that 
tho word * col 1s used in the last sentence instead of word" 


As to Article 1, 1 have, sin 
draft Convention, exami 
find that tho it is pmetical| 
T made in my telog in reganl to the words“ par lee 
an et du Béloudjist: was thorefore made without due 


ie Hal pormgeaph wil, C presume, requite some ailifeation anit amendme 
T do not know whotliot you wentd consilloe 1 noosssiry to) Rate faethe ae 
the royenues of the Casptan Sew fistiories and the posts anil telegraphs form 
see Uelih Loans, but in any caso it would, C'subuit, te seit 
clearly that the eustoms of Gio Faey and of the'Lentanr al Anu see 
te ees, i 
X'do not kuow shetler in the: Convention sou would eonction 
ph tit Mobimomerah is included in the Persian Gull porters CF 
Ne Point alone. We gould uot bo cousidered ay havinglabandoace 
ve i tl Phase «Bars and the Persian Gull ‘ 
here is no mention, ay from my conversation with M Isky on the 
ut hal been led to expect, of the mafttonaniee of thews tien ann 
Flare, oad ees ecig. mission to mention them, aad as the Asticles deat elie gon 
‘ture, leads me to think that the Russian Government inply tharegele Concessions 
do continue to wxist, M, Isvolsky apparently. wishes to arrange the question of the 
tivo telegraph lines separately frou the Convention. You imteeagedee that there is 
adiection to suck procedures. Tf, on the ollie hand, we desigod oreo Russian 
Paik auvncies in Scistan, for instanee, bo withdrawn, the Russa Gocco ae might 
tie ueatian oul biaston Coneetsions in the ftussian zono, and thes eens 
the question of tho Indo-European and 
Bank, Ge, It might be wiser, perhaps, isting Concessions 
alone, andre ition a solution of the 
submit this view with all diffidence, 
Ve come to an mont as to the Convention, I do nok 
reat difieulty in arranging us to the above-mentioned telegrapit 
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T should be grateful if you sould kindly supply me with the final paragraph 
amended in the sense desired by His Majesty's Government, so that 'may conmuntcat 
itto ML. Isvolsky. 

Thave, &o, 


(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


——— 
Tnelosure in No, 142, 
Draft Convention communicated by M. Isvolaky to Sir A. Nicolson, 


LES Gonrernements de la Grande-Brotagne ot de Ia Russie, sétant mutuellement 
engagés a respecter I'intégrité et Mindépondance do la Perse, ot animés du sinedro 
désir do maintenir Vordre et le dévcloppement pacifique dans toute Vétendue de 
T'Empire Persan, aussi bien que d'établir des avantages égaux pour le commerco et 
Vindustrie de toutes los nations, ont résolu qu'une Convention sera conclue entre eve 
ux termes suivants :— 

Tes Gouvernements de la Grande-Bretagne et de Russie reconnaissent mutucllo- 
ment que chacan d'eux a, pour des raisons ordre géographique et Jeonomique, tin 
intéstt spécial A maintenir In paix et Vordre dans corlaines provinces de It Bore 
contigués ou voisines Ala frontidre Russe, dune part, etanx frontidres del’ Afghanistan 
et du Bélondjistan, de Yautre; et chacun des deux Gouvernements, constatant V'effot 
nuisible résultant des eas de friction sur place dans leurs relations avec Ia Perse et, 
entre euxsmémes, est désiroux d'éviter tout motit de collision aves los interdte 
spéelanx de chacun deux dans les provinces Persanes dont il n to fait. mention 

lus haut, 
Hiv oonsbauenoe ila G6 aids par la présente comme suit :— 


ARTICLE T, 


La Grando-Brotagno sengago ’ no pas recherchor pour elle-méme et A ne pas 
Appuyer en faveur de sujots Britanniques, aussi bien quien favour de sjote ete 
Pulssances tierees, de concessions queloonques de nature pol 
telles que les concessions de chemin do fer, do banquos, d 
transport, dassurance, au deli uno 
Tezd et Khakh et aboutissant i la fro 

S‘opposer, directement on indircot Aides demandes do pareilles 
Resw ootn région, soutenues par le Gouvernement Russe, 


ARTICLE I, 


Ta Russie, de son obté, stengage i ne pasrechercher, pour elle-méme, ot ne pas 
Appuyer en favour de sujets Russes, susst ion quien favour de. sujots de Puissane 
eres de concessions queleonques do nature politique ou commerciale—telles que les 
concessions de chemin de fer, do banques, de télégraplies, din routes, do, trasput 

fassurmnees, Go—au deli d'une ligny aliant do ln frontidne Afehino. par Geri, 
Birjand, Kerman, et Bender-Abbas, ct par les frontigres do VAfghanisdan et dit 
Béloudjistan, ct Ane pas s'opposer, directement ou indirectement, i des demandes de 
Pareilles concessions dans cette région, soutonues par lo Gouvernement Britannique. 


Test bien entendu que les revenus de toutes Tea donanes Persanes, & Voxeeption 
de celles du Farsistan ot du Golfo Persiqne, garantissant l'amortissoment et les indindte 
des emprunts conclus par le Gouvernement du Schah en Thussie, seront affectés an 
mime but que par le passé, 
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(6308) No, 143, 


Foreign Offce to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, Fe 

5 i r reign Office, February 26, 1907. 

anal irc by Secretary Sir Evan Grey to Eitent Wopelere copy of 
m addressed on the 23rd instant to His Majest r at Te icp i 

toa ro therland Mini i Bealeye Gore 


of the Karan 
Tam fur 
ir ©. 8} 


id suggests that 
loverninent that Tis Majesty's Gon 
the grant of « Concession to such 0 group, 


ee 
an Se. 





(6558) No. 144. 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir ard Grey.—(Receir ‘way 
Rar) ipring-Rice to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received February 27.) 


(Tologray hic.) P, Tehran, February 27, 1907, 
burgh NSIAN National Bank: Telogram No, 35 of the Sith fistant heen eee iw: 
rah. 

{Phere in a party in tho Assembly which is in favour of contracting a forvigm 
{or tho Denoft of tho Notional Hank, ‘Tho Bank, in rlurm, would ores de ete 
Shara in tho right o exploit Concessions conferred ke he Gian 

Ate Persian Miisor in Paris probably mado the afer tote French exptalit, 
ad whe the Gorman banker arrives hero a similar offer will probeiher de ee 
Bim. tho ussian Minister, hovever, is of opinion tat the Cnseee tere ee 
1 give its eonsent. 

he oun i apparently favoured by tho Grand Vizio, who attompted to sound the 
Assembly om Lh aubjectb it Dope n frustrated his attempt. 

on comercial point of view tho proposal would, the Mecayor of the Imer 
Bank thinks, provo attractive to foreign eapittion, wig ig 





(6339) No. 145, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, 
er irected by 
Seereta td ; copy ofa despateh from Hi 
with observations, a draft 
Russia in Persia, which was 
Alu ‘ussian Minister for Foreign 
Tho preamble of this draft Convention is identical with that of the draft p 
in this Department, Which was communicated to the India Office on the 12th December, 
1906 (see Confidential Print, Persia, the 17th November, section 1), with the exception 
that in the last sentence the Present instrument substitutes the word “ collision ” for 


+ No. 194, Nos. 187 apd 133, $ No. 142, 








the word “interference.” This preamble may therefore, in Sir E, Grey's opinion, be 
accepted by His Majesty's Government as satisfactory, 

By Article Lof the Russian draft, the Tine defining the proposed Russian sphere of 
influence in Persia is drawn from KasriShirin, through Yezd and Kakhi, to point on 
the Afghan frontier near Kuhsan. 


huas accepted, the 
hand Tussian spheres. of 

,.0F in proximity to, the Russian front 

Afghanistan and Beluchistan on the othos 

made therein of any contiguity of the Russian sphore to the Afghan 
frontier. The Russian Goverament should further bo reminded. tat toe eee 
Britain is responsible for the external relations of Afghanistan, His Majenty's Govern: 
ment are obliged to undortake the sottloment of all frontier and other questions arveing 
Detreon that country and Porsia, and that, the introduction of another Power having 
cial interests on the Perso-Afghan frontior would tend to complicate the situation, 
and would thus defeat the very object. of the present Convention, .'The Russinn 

Government should therefore be asked to mako the lino bounding the Russian ephe 
of influence terminate, uot at Kushan, but at Zulfikar, the northernmost extremity, of 

the Perso-Afghan frontier, 

Tt seems also desirable to demand that. the town of ‘Tehran, as tho seat of the 
Government and the residence of the foreign Legations, should’ bo regarded as ‘a 
neutral enclave, and thus excluded from the Russian sphere of influeneo, 

With regard to Articlo II, Sir E. Groy has no observations. to offer, but he 
considers that, in order to avoid any possible ambiguity in the future, a clause should 
bo inserted in the Convention by which all existing Conventions would. bo auaintaied, 
‘The transfer of the Meshied-Soistan telograph line to British, and that of tho Meshele 
Gebran line to Russian control, might, ho thinks, be effected. sepatately, as desired. by 
M. Isvolsky, by an exchange of notes, but thie note or notes by which theso transfers are 
arranged should bo signed simultaneously with the Convention, and tho Russian 
Government should bo made clearly to understand tho procedure which itis proposed 
to adopt. 

Sir B, Groy basnaver contemplated any demand for the removal of the agencies of 
tho Rustian Bank in Seistan, a claim which might enconrage an analogons demand for 
the suppression of those of the Imperial Bank of Porsia in the Russian epliore, since 
British interests would lose much moro by th latter measure than they would. gain by 
the former, 

‘The last paragraph of the Russian dratt is clearly incomplete from the point of 
view of His Majesty's Government, since it omits to safeguard tho rovonucs dovoted. 

of the British loons in Persia, and Sir E, Groy would suggest the following. 


“Test également entondu que les revenus des douanes Porsines du. Farsistan ot 
du Golfe Persiquo, ainsi quo les roveaus des pécheries Caspiennes ot des Posts ot 
[élégraphes seront affectés, commie par le passé, aw sorvico des ennprunts conelus, par 
Ye Gouvernement du Schah avec In Banque Impériale de Perso,” 

re remains the question whether any provision ahould be made in dhe 
Convention for the eventuality of Russians being. placed as Controllers of Customs in 
Seistan in the caso of the coupon of the Russian loans not being paid. 

The concluding paragraph of the Russian draft states that the revenues of the 
customs, with the exception of those of Fars and the Porsian Gulf, will continue 
to bo devoted to the service of the Russian loans, and it may wall bo argued that, se 
Jong as it can bo shown that they aro, in fact, devoted to that. purpose, it 8 4 matters of 
indifference to the Russians by whom they are collected, ‘fhe eventuality, cone 
templated though walikely to be realized in the immediate futuro, is yot a posible 
one, and Lam to suggest that it might be well to. announce to the Russian Government 
that, in the event of the necessity arising, Great Britain will be ready to undortake the 
Collection and remission to them of the due proportion of the customs revenues in, the 
British spliere of influence which, under the existing contracts, may be affected to 
tho service of the Russian loans. “At the sume time, tho Russian Government might 
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De informed that His Majesty's Government would agree to a similar arrangement in 
togaril to revenues pledged to British loans within the Russian sphere, 

Tam to invite Mr. Seoretary Morley’s consideration of the inclosed despatch and 
draft, in the light of the foregoing remarks, and Tam to request that Sir E. Grey may 
‘be favoured, at as carly a date as may be possible, with any observations which he may 
have to offer on the subject, 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) ' E, GORST. 


16336) No. 146, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 





Sir, Foreign Office, February 28, 1007. 

WITH reference to my letter of to-day, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward 
Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of a’ despateh from His Majesty's Ambassador 
at St Petersburgh,* ‘reporting a conversation with the Russian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs relative to the negotiations at present in progress for the conclusion of an 
Agseemont to rogulaio tho relations of Great Britain and Russia in Persia and 
Aighanistan, 

Sir Bi. Grey would be glad to receive ‘any observations which Mr. Secretary 
Morley may hayo to offer as to the questions discussed on this oceasion by Sir A. 
Nicolion aid M, Tavolsky, 

Tam, &, 
(Signed) E, GoRS?. 





16816} No. 147. 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—( Received March 1,) 
St. Petersburgh, March 1, 1907. 


tor for Foreign Affairs expressed to mo his anxiety as to the 
atato of things, and intimated that tho Shah desired soe measures to. be taken on the 
frontion by Rusia, as certain districts adjot sus wore aanong, the most 
Aistithod. M, Tyvolsky: said that stops. I aly Wen taken by the Russian 
Government to provent revolutionaries from crossing into. Persian territory from the 
He added that it would be nece hh the military authorities 
Delors ho could soy what othiot mensiires wore possible, pressed is 
intention of confinitig measures within the nn i sulti 
His Majesty's Govorniuent prior to any action Ww would be well if our 
reapeetivi Governments were to ec i agreement beforehand as to wl 
should he take 01 it J action on our part. T told. that we 
shiontd 1 obliged to confine ourselves to tho protection of British subjects in the ports 
of the Pe Hilf, Io: said hw would Jiky to be acquainted with views of His 
Aon mit, and would Tet-me know later what Russian Government 
propose, 
Ho said that it was statell that the proposed National Banks wished to take all 
eustoins roventos, and he thought objection should! by raised to t 
him, but said it was a ‘subject on whi i T had no positi forms 





(6954) No. 148, 


racine Sir C Spring-Rice to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received Mure! 


(Wolographi no Tehran, March 2, 1907. 
CHRISTIAN missions 
Thuve received a promise from the leading Mujtcheds that they will protect non: 
Mussuihnans in Porsia to the lest of their ability, but they ask that the non-Mussulmans 
con their side may be warned not to excite Mussulman fo 


* No. 140, 


{6950} No. 147°, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 2) 
(No. 40.) 
(elegraphic.) P. Tehran, March 2, 1907. 

SEE Reutor's telegram on the subject of the Persiau National Bank, | 

‘The Bank has now concluded an Agreement by which it is to advance immediately 
to the Govermunent a small sum in cash (which it is now in a position to do) for 
necessary expenses, and a total advance amounting to 4000002, part. of which is 
payable in Government paper, now much depreciated in value. A sum of 40,0001, 
drawn from the proceeds of the southern customs, will be paid as interest, and all 
Goyerument revenues will be payable to the Bauk. np: ‘ 

On the payment of the money the Bank Charter will immediately come into effect, 
Asa measur» of precaution Ihave addressed an official uote to the Persian Government, 
informing them that we shall hold them strictly to the letter of previous engagements, 

It looks as if the above Agreoment had been made after consultation with, the 
Russian Bank. 
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Please convey a warning to the Missionary Societies that their missions in Persia 
should be careful to do nothing contrary to Mussulman law, and that the safety of all 
Christians in Persia may be endangered by proselytizing among Mussulmans. 

Please add that this advice is given on my own personal responsibility. 





[6969] No. 149. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 4.) 


(No. 106. Confidential.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, February 24, 1907. 

IN the course of a conversation this afternoon with the French Ambassador, he 
mentioned to me that he understood that the Persian Government were, on the initiative 
of the Tehran Assembly, desirous of establishing a national hank, and that they would 
have to solicit funds and assistance from abroad. He might tell me that application 
had been made in Paris, both as to supplies of funds and for expert advice, and that he 
had informed M. Isvolsky that it was possible that a French financier might visit 
Porsia to make some inquiries on the spot, Of course, if any French financial houses 
undertook the project, it would only be a purely financial enterprise. His Excellency 
went on to say that, as the prospect of an Anglo-Russian accord would not be agreeable 
to the Persians, they would also possibly apply to Germany, who would be ready 
doubtless to assist them, but would ask for some concessions in return, 

T told M. Bompard that it was always possible that the Persians, in the usual 
Oriental method, would, when they found that two former rivals were coming to an 
agreement to act in concert, seek the sympathy of a third Power. As to financial 
questions, it should be remembered that Persia was indebted to Russia and Great 
Britain roughly to the amount of some 4,000,000/,, and that practically all her 
substantial and available revenues were pledged to the service of these loans. The 
Persians would perhaps wish to free themselves from this indebtedness, but they could 
not find the money themselves, and I did not quite see the advantage which would 
accrue to them by endeavouring to substitute one creditor for another, As to 
concessions, none, | believed, could be granted without the consent of the Chamber, 
and that Assembly, so far as I was aware, was little disposed to grant any to foreigners. 

T donot know whether any serious steps have been taken in Paris by the Persian 
Government, and I will inquire of M. Isvolsky what he has heard on tho subject. I 
did not pursue the matter with my French colleague, but I telegraphed to you the 
substanco of his remarks in my telegram No. 35 of to-day’s date. 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 





[7145] No. 150. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received March 4.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary. of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 13th February, rolative to the appointment of a second 
signaller to the telegraph office at Meshed. 


India Office, March 2, 1907. 


Inclosure in No. 150. 
Mr. Morley to Government of India. 
(Telographic.) _P. India Office, February 13, 1907. 


T APPROVE arrangement regarding signaller for Meshed proposed in your 
telegram of the 16th ultimo. 


Ne 


q77] oN 





























(7147) No. 151. 


India Office to Foreign Office (Received March 4.) 


THE. Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, a paraphrase of a 
telegram to the Vieoroy, dated the 28th ultimo, relative to the Anglo-Russian 
negoi 


ions. 





India Office, March 2, 1907. 










Tnclosure in No, 161. 





Mr. Morley to Government of India, 





(Holographic) P, India Office, February 28, 1907. 
ANGILO-RUSSIAN negotiations. 
Pleaso refer to ny tolowrain of Bnd November, 1906. 
Sinuimaty of Russian proposals regarding Persia, of which we have not yet received 
full text, is u8 follows: 


© British lino to. run from Bunder Abbas thro 
to froution of Afghanistan Russian line from n through Ispaban, Yezd, 
Kok, to Afghan frontior near Kushan, Reefprocal engagement to bo made by each 
county rob directly or indirectly to oppose concessions supported by the other country 

; and not to seck for itself, or support its own subjects, or subjects of 
Powor in sevking any commercial or political concessions, e.g, roads, transport, 
ngurnco, banks, railways, telegraph of the other. Customs 

















Kerman, Birjand, and Gazile 































Pull toxt of Runsi 
Sir A; Nicolion, lias, ho 





v 
Wor, hoon informed in tho meantime that, th 
points amendments may be required, summary appears in principle to furnish 





apd 





will bo awaited by His Majesty's Government. 
ugh on certain 





fatistictory basis for discussion, and that prospect of eventual agreement seems to His 
Majesty's Government to be such as to justify thom in communicating their views 
about Afghanistan to Russian Goverament. Tusteuctions theroforo sont to Ambassador, 
who carried themout on tho 23rd instant, to communicate to Russian Minister for 
Foroign Affairs draft instructions which were communicated to you in letter, dated tho 
th Soptomber, 1006, from Political Secretary, India Office, Sir A. Nicolson explained 
to lwvolky that proposals aro meroly outing of our view, and nok drat project of 
Yonvention, and that, bofore we can gpproach Ameer, whose consent wo shall have to 
obtain, it Will bo necessary for us to know vie jan Government in regard 
to direct communication befweon Russian and Afghan officials, 





























(7227) No. 152, 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received March 4.) 


IN moply to Foroign Olfice letter of the 26th February, the Under-Secretary of 
Stato for India presents his compliments to the UndorSecrotary of State for Foreign 
‘Affairs, and, by dircetion of Mr, Secrotary Morley, forwards herowith, for the informa- 
tion of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram fo the Viceroy, dated the Ist March, 
solative to the Karin irrigation scheme, 


India Office, Murch 4, 1907. 
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Tnelosure in No, 152. 
Mr. Morley to the Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, March 1, 1907. 

PLEASE refer to my telegram of the 31st October, 1906 : Karun irrigation scheme, 

In view of decision of His Majesty's Government not, to advance money to Persian 
Government, I haye agreed to proposal of Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire to 
approve suggestion made in telegram, dated tho 2hth February, from His Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran that international: scheme should bo approved, and that British 
and Russian Ministers should orally inform Persian Government that they have no 
objection to it. 

























[7230] No. 153, 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edvard Grey—(Received March 4.) 
(No, 42.) 
(ideariphie) P. Tehran, March 4, 1907, 
PERSIAN situation. Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No, 37, 





Thave seen my Russian colleague, and wo aro agreed that a strong antidynastic 
tisforeign movement does exist, though it i il as yet against foreigners 
iy. In these circumstances we think that it is aa well to bo prepared, 

So far all is qui nor property are menaced, 60 that ther is no 
round for iutervention on that score, Tt might be difficult for Russia to refuse to 

intervene in case of an outbreak, and tho Shalt has asked tho Russian Minister what 

steps his Government would take in such an event, Half measures on the part of 

Russia might have very serious consequences, and if Russia is going to intorvene she 

shouldl be prepared for a military ocoupation. 

Thave told my Russian colleague that Twill use such influence with the popular 
party as T possess to impress on them that it would be dangerous to drive tho Shah to 

and that I will maintain my attitude of non-intervention, M, Hartwig’ was: 
mn that the only action contemplated at present was a demonstration on tho 
frontier, and that this would bo delayed up to the last possible minuto. 

‘The danger to Russia of a revolutionary movement on the frontier andl her obliga 
tions to the Shah make parallel action with the Russians rather difficult, since these 
incentives to intervention do not apply tous. ‘The campaign against. our bank i our 
chief preoccupation at present, 
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(6752) No. 154, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 4, 1907. 

T AM dircoted by Socrotary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledo the receipt of your 
lotter of the 19th ultimo, forwarding copy of a letter from the Government of India 
giving an account of the procoodings of Major Morton, R.B,, the officer deputed by 
them to proceed to Arabistan and examine thie scheme devised by M. van Rogyen for 
the irrigation of the Karun Valley. 

Sir E, Grey notes that Major Morton lins lately eon employed upon tho preparation 
of an alternative project which, it is calculated, will not bo completo before the end of 
‘May noxt, and that the total expense which will, by that date, have been incurred in 
connection with his mission since January 1005 will amount, at the rate of 1702 
s-month, to 28901. 

Tam to point out that in Sir E, Gorst’s lotter of the 13th Decombor, 1904, it wag 
stated that, in the opinion of the Marquess of Lansdowne, His Majesty's Government 
only required an, expert opinion as to (I) whether and to what extent M. van Roggen's 
scheme would affect the navigation of the Karun, and (2) whether it contained tho 
elements of success, 

Ttwason the understanding that Major Morton’s investigations would,be confined to 
these points that Lord Lansdowne undertook to defray a moiety of the cost of the mission, 
wihich, it was calculated, would last about six montlis, and Sir B, Grey fully adinits the 
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Usability of this Departm ich, it 
4001 an SOO) eartment under that head, which, it is understood, amounts to between 
A copy of Major Morton’s x i 
: rtow’s report on the scheme, which rely unfaw: 
GetgMAs Lorwarded to this Ofice on tho 80th Octobor, 1005, and Tax Ge eee 
Sic Grey's op Hn, pouniary ability Of the’ Department in connection with 
sion mus t sinate with the completion of th 
ba ered Lis rtonme jase in the preparation of an allortive projees which es 
Accepted any seoponerargts consataion with the Department aud or which Wey never 


___Tam, &, 
(Signed) E, GoRs?. 





(7334) Not 


(No.4) SY © Sering-Rice to Sir Bamard Grey—(Reecced Marck 6.) 


(Pelographic.) P. 
Sa le tatty a 
Leivneaeune mre oot 

an unl ne ego ri ton tcl wal Hah 

comnts on Nuss srt ho exht at fl resins tie Se A Mice 

Diana cl, eam ae he gabe he pp 


Neither forvign intorfuronev nor the it ann 
of opinion that ha ozone nor the drat of iis yotjuaied, aud Tam strongly 


An excellent ellect has boon 
i : is heon produeod. h 
Foul as tat tho text of any eo 


Tehran, Marck 5, 1907. 


oie answer in the House of 
svrer on Potala alfars be tlegraphied to ine 





(7335) No, 156, 
Sin C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Receved March 6) 


Secret.) 
cs 
eee Tehran, March 5, 
terri i, sired the Shah andl is nopporers, Tk Tata 
the 18 expected to. is 0} al, whil 
ans avo promis help at Tibreos oad Met Te tis tea 

Bank hus promised mony for the Thran troops y doubita, 
have improssed on dhe lenders of the popul 

expected, from ts, and have advised. them 

Provocation, to adldross a Potition to all th 

Stops, [foar, aro beinug taken to force the Russian 
The gouoral bolief is that Russia will take 

Toports a strong Russian force on that froution, 








(7419) No, 157. 


20 Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spriny-Rice, 
Oe ro A Forcign Office, March 6, 1907. 
correspondent at Pek ers is any truth in a statement, reported by “Daily Mat? 
for the meta fobrats that German Government ate claiming indemnity of 5 On 

of 4 Gorman missionary, which took place in Azerbaijan ca the 18th 


ultimo, and i I too 
snlistiatiag int they will occupy eoal land on Turkish’ frontier, near ‘Baggdad, fal ing 


qa 


17230) No. 168. 
Foreign Office to Admiralty, 


(Confidential) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 6, 1907. 

T AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith, for the 
information of the Lards ‘Commissioners of the Admiralty, enpigs of explored 
telegraphic correspondence which has passed between him and His Majesty's Ropre- 
sentatives at St, Petersburgh and Tehiran relative to the political situation in Persia,” 
from which it will be observed that, though at presont there is no necessity for any 
intervention on the part of His Majesty's and the Russian Governments for the 
protection of the lives and property of foreigners in that country, yet such a necessity 
may not improbably arise in the near future. 

In snch a case, itappears to Sir E, Grey that the action of Tis Majesty's Goverment 
would have to be confined to taking measures for the maintenanco of onter in tho ports 
af Southern Persia, oo a8 to insure the safety of Brita: vex and property. here, 
through the agency of His Majesty's ships, and he trusts that their Lordships will take 
the matter into their consideration, with a view to preparations being made for this 
‘eventuality. 

Sir E, Grey is further of opinion that, apart from the question of the protection of 
British interests, itis desirable to be in a position to soud ships immediately, and show 
the British flag ata port, or ports, on the southern coast. of Persia in tho ovent of 
Russian troops crossing the northern frontier of that country. 

Tam, & 
(Signed) 





No. 159, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 1.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of Stato for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Seeretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for tho information of the Secretary of Stato, parapliraso of a 
telegram from tho Viceroy, dated the 6th instant, regarding negotiations with Russia 
about Persia, 


India Office, March 6, 1907. 


Inclosure in No. 159. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


(Telographic.) P. March 6, 1907. 
"FOUR tclogram dated the 28th ultimo, Russian draft Agreoment as to Persia, 


Ts it to be understood, with reference to sphern of concossions in Persia, that 
Iimits of provinces will be followed, or that lines proposed will be drawn on map as 
indicated? We would point ont in the former caso that Russia would be carried far 
to south by following limits of Yezd and Ispahan, and that her sphere would descend 
to Ram Hormuz, which is in dangerous prosinnity to ports at head of Gulf and on 
Karun, if Bakhtiaris can bo. clahned by hier as dependency of Ispahan. ‘This is 
rrobably not intended, since, if it is, two lines north of joint boundary of Kerman and 
Yea would be unnceesary,- Wo venturo to suggest however, that complete clearing 
up of this point mizht be desirable, : aie 
Exclusion of Kain from British sphere will be awkward, and if possible, wo 
should prefer to excluile all Russian influence from Kainat by draying line in desert 
north of Kain, Opportunity of strengihening our position in Arabistan. is perhaps 
given by present discussion On Karun Irrigation Concession, and we trust measures may 
'® Nos. 86, 92, 99, 101, 104, 147, 193, 155, and 150, 
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be taken to prevent the ousting of our influence there in favour of foreign Power 
having interests opposed both to ourselves and Russia. Tt might be easier to secure 
concession in question for Sheikh than for foreign Syndicate as charter giving exclusive 
Tight to conceasion is now to be obtained by National Bank. 

(Repeated to Tehran.) 





(17643) No. 160, 
India Office to Foreign Offce—(Received March 7.) 


Sir, : India Office, March 7, 1907. 
TAM directed to acknowledge the receipt of Sir KE. Barrington’s letter of the 
28th ultimo, stating that the Seeretary of State for Foreign Affairs will be glad to 
Teeeive Mr, Secretary Morley's observations on the questions discussed between His 
Majesty's Ambassador at St, Petersburgh and the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs 
in the conversation recorded in the former’s despatch No, 98 of the 19th ultimo, 
2, So fir as the conversation dealt with details of the Russian draft Agreement as 
it, Mr, Morley has nothing to add to what is said in my reply of the. 7th March 
B, Barrington’s letter of the 28th ultimo, exeept that it appears to him that the 
Stipulation in. the draft as to the attitude of the two Governments towards Concessions 


Sought in their respective zones by third parties meets the point raised by M. Isvolsky 
as £0 German interests, 


(1) If railway communication were established between Nasratabad and India; 


vay Spt tailways swore carried from India into Afghanistan and our existing relations 
with Afghanistan, which had hitherto heen considered a “Iuffer Stato,” were given a far 


more intimate nature, as would result from the Anicer employing British officers to 
reorganize his army, and developing railways and ronds with British assistance. 


i Me: Morloy coneurs inthe Janguago held by Sir A. Nicoion on both these 
points, 

5. As regards the firs, Mr, Morley vould not be disposed to entertain any request 
for a pledge not to construct railways in British territory. But, with reference to 
constriction in. Persian territory within the British zone, Mr. Morley, subject to 
Sir B. Grey's opinion, sees no objection to informing tho Russian Government that we 
would undertake not to. a niont for Rail i 
our Zone: provided the R 
portion of their zone, and pro 
outside the two zones by Russia or 
Nor docs Mr. Morley sce anyfobjeetion ‘ussian Government that, while 
we retain all necessary liberty of action in our own territory, it is not our intention to 
extend the Nushki Railway to the neighbourhood of the Persian border, exeept in the 
contingency of our intoresis in Soistan being threatened, 

6. As rogards the maintenaice on their present footing of our relations with the 
Ancor, Mr, Morley would remark that Afahanistan has something more than the status 
ofa buffer State” assigned her by 3L. Isvolsky, by reason of the special position we 
have long occupied under our ‘Treaty with Persia of 1857, aud our engagements. with 
Suceessive Rulers of Afghanistan encling: with the Cabul ‘Treaty of the 2ist March, 1905, 
‘The right we possess of guiding the Afghan Government in all matters of external 
Policy, which the Russian Government js required to acknowledge by Article 1 of the 
draft Instructions to Sir A. Nicolson, should furnish a sufficient ‘guarantee that, so long 
as friendly relations exist between the British and Russian Governments, we shall not 
Knowingly permit the Ameer to adopt measures menacing to the security of the Russian 

riots joining the Afghan border, The contingeney that any Ameer of Afghadistan 
will ever, unless threatened with foreign aggression, ask for the loan of British officers 
{o organize his army, or for our assistance in constructing railways from the British 
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order into Afghanistan, is apparently remote, as also is the contingency that any 
British Government will take action of the kind contemplated if satisfuctory Agreements 
with Russia as to Persia and Afghanistan are in foree. But, wl there can be no 
‘objection to making an emphatic declaration of our intentions, to give pledges as to our 
action in the event of such contingencies arising would be to modify the status quo by 
altering the nature of our relations with the Ameer and might result in a change of his 
present friendly attitude, i 

47. Similar considerations appear to Mr, Morley to govern the question of the 
development of the internal resources of Afghanistan by the Ameer with British 
assistance, especially by railway constraction, to which M. Isvolaky particularly referred, 
Tam to inclose copy of telegraphic correspondence with the Viceroy, from which it 
‘will be seen that Mr. Morley has assented to the Ameer's employing, among. other 
experls, Mr. Johns of the Indian Public Works Department, to advise as to tho 
construction of a railway northward from Cabul, some 40 miles in length, to the coal 
mines at Ghorband, with a possible extension to Jabal Siraj, a post onthe southern 
slope of the Hindu Kush recently fortified by the Amocr, ‘To have refused the Ameer’ 
request for professional assistance in a matter not affecting his external relations would 
have been inconsistent with the course of action constantly followed by His Majesty's 
Government in their relations with both the late and the present Ameer as regards the 
employment of British expert advisers. Nor would the Government of India have had 
any lorus standi for interfering if, as the result of a refusal on their part, the Ameer 
were to engage foreigners such as the M. Dreshler mentioned in the Vieeroy's telegram 
of the 2nd instant, 

8, Tn view of those considerations, Afr, Morley would bo oppose to giving any 
pledge the effect of which would be to impair our relations with the Ameer, But he 
would suggest, for Sir E, Grey's consideration, whether, if the Russian Government are 
‘not satisfied with explanations and assurances in the sense of paragraph 6 above, the 
difficulty might not he mot by adding to Article 1 of the draft Instructions words to tho 
cllect that His Majesty's Government will. exercise their guidance of the Afzhan 
Government in matters of external policy with a view to maintaining good relations 
between Afghanistan and Russia, 

Tam, &o. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 160. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley, 

(Telegraphic.) P. February 20, 1907, 

AFGHANISTAN, For some months past Ameer has beon taking steps with the 
object of securing experts (1) to. work his coal mines in Ghorband, (2) to. examine 

eral wealth of country. eT 

For former purpose hie is engaging a non-official from Bongal coalfelds, For the 
Jatter, he has asked for the services of Mr. H, H. Hayden, Geological Survey, whom he 
wishes to join on the 28th instant at Peshawar. On joumey to Poona ho. discussed 

iter fully with Hayden. Ameer apparently wishes to keop latter for considerable 

time, but nio agreement has yet been definitely executed, Subject to your concurrence, 
awe propose to give Hayden permission to proceed, and terms arranged! will in duc course 
be reported to you, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 160. 
Mr. Morley to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic) P. India Office, February 28, 1907, 

AFGHANISTAN. Proposals as to coal mines and minerals made by Ameer. 
Your telogram dated the 20th instant. 

Assistance in engaging suitable servants may be promised to Ameer. Having 
regard, however, to contingencies of Amecr's death, accidents, disturbance, and risk 
that Russian suspicions may be aroused, it is desirable they should be supplied 
gradually, and no addition to Hayden should, in my opinion, be made from official 
ranks, 
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Tnelosure 3 in No. 160. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 
(elegraphic.) P. f March 1, 1907. 
"AMBER'S visit. Ameer reached Kurrachee the 27th ultimo, after pleasant voyage 
in “Dafforin,” escorted by ‘Highflyor.” Ameer negotiated with ‘Treacher and Co. 
Yefore leaving Bombay for purchase of arms. He also asked Treacher and Co, 
to arrange for a wine-making expert, as he contemplates making wine for export out of 
Afghan. grapes, 


Tnclosure 4 in No. 160. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 
(olegraphic.) P. ___ March 2, 1907. 

INSTRUCTIONS regarding experts for Ameer, conveyed in your telegram dated 
the 28th ultimo, have been noted. a 

‘Telegram from Sir H. MeMahon states that he has been repeatedly reminded by 
‘Ameor about railway engineer, whom latter is most anxious to got as soon as possible, 
‘Mr. Johns, whose work with an Mission was so ood, is suggested by Sir H. MeMahon. 
‘Ameer is clearly determined to make railways for his coal mines, and, if we do not meet 
his wishes in the matter, we are seriously apprehensive that his 
excited, Strictly British nationality of expert sent. to advise on railway matte 
abil and Hindu Kush is also a” point which itis of the utmost importance for us to 
Insure. Results might be disastrous if, in consequence of our refusing to give him an 
‘expert, Amecr engages a foreigner, as he could do tosmorrow. We could not prevent 
‘Ameor engaging Dresher, a Gorman expert of thoroughly German sympathies, who 
now in India, and who, a8 a matter of fact, is most an is to go. Johns is a civ’ 
engineer, and Russian, suseoptibility ought not. therefore to be unduly excited ; we have 
completo confidence in his skill, judgment, and tact, and, with all possible respect, we 
Dog to be allowed to send him as railway engineer. 

As ther experts, if Amecr accepts them, ve will gradually provide non- 
officinls or Indians, Besides Thornton, the tanner, Ameer already lias in Afgh 
Holliday, general engineer, and Donovan, electrieal Non-offcial coal-mi 
engineer, wine expert, and chauffeur have been enenged by him here ; 
the event of disturbance nor in the matter of exciting comment would one more ci 
make much difference, ‘There were a considerable number of Buropeans at Cabal in 
‘Abdur Rahman's times and from December 1904 to March 1005, at @ period when 
hero was much more likelihood of fanatical attack, there were seventeen Europeans 
thore moying freely about the place. 

We confidently recommend, in any ease, that risk should be taken, in view of the 
important advantage to be derived by deputation of expert in railway engineering. 


Tnclosure in No. 160, 
Mr, Morley to Government of India. 
India Office, March 4, 1907. 


(tela hic.) Ps 

EXPERTS for Ame Your telegram dated the 2nd instant. 

Tassent to railway engineer, though 1 do not attach so much iiaportance as you do 
to Ameor’s suspicions, As litle as possible shonld be siid about the matter, 





(7539) No, 161, 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received Marek 7.) 


Sin, India Office, March 7, 1907. 
I AM directed by Mr, Secretary Morley to acknowledge receipt of Sir Erie 
rrington’s letter of the 98th ultinio, forwarding, for his observations, the draft 
Convention to regulate the relations of Great Britain and Russia in Persia, which was: 
hand to Sir A. Nieon by the Russian Minster for Foreign ‘Mfairs on the 
20th ultimo, 


With regard to the preamble, Mr. Morley in SirE. Grey's view that it may 
be accepted as satisfactory by His Majesty's Government. 

As to Article I, Mr. Morley attaches much importance to Sir B. Grey's proposal to 
ask the Russian Goverament to make the line bounding the Russian sphere of 
influence terminate at Zulficar, Tt is not only by the Treaty with the Ameer of 
Afghanistan that His Majesty's Goverment are obliged to undertake tho settlement, 
of all frontier and other questions arising between that country and Persia, but they 
have also obligations under the VIth Article of the Treaty with Persia of the 4th March, 
1857; and it is most desirable, with a view to the avoidance of future complications, 
that no part of the Perso-Afghan frontier should be within the Russian sphere, As to 
the exclusion of Tehran also, Mr, Morley agrees with Sir E, Grey's views. 

Respecting Article IT, Mr. Morley sees no objection to the transfer of the Meshed—" 
Seistan telegraph line being effected separately by a simultaneous exchange of notes, 
provided it be well understood that an arrangement of the nature proposed isa condition 
sine qué non to the signaturo of the Convention, 

With this exception, Mr. Morley. agrees that it would be inadvisable to propose 
any interference with existing Concessions, 

Mr. Morley further concurs in the addition to Article II, proposed for the purpose 
of satogaarding, the revenues devoted to. the servios of BriUah loans in Porsn, al in 
the proposal to announce to the Russian Government that, in the event of the necessity 

ising, Great Britain will be ready to undertake the collection and remission to them 
of the duo proportion of any customs revenues in the British sphere of influence, which, 
under tho existing contracts, may be affected to the service of the Russian loans, and 
to inform the Russian Government reciprocally. that. His Majesty's Government, would 
agree to a similar arrangement in regard to revenues pledged to British loans within 
the Russian sphere, 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) "A, GODLEY, 


(7532) No, 162. 


ne * Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received March 7.) 
legraphic.) BP. ‘Tehran, March 7, 1907. 
RARWUN irrigation scheme. 

Tam assured by ki of Mohammerah’s agent that the irrigation works will 
hoikh himself, and that export advicu will ho the only form of 
foreign participation that ho will admit. 





[8080) No. 168, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 


101.) 
ir, Foreign Office, March 7, 1907. 
COUNT BENCKENDOREF camo to seo me today on tis return from Russ 

He was very pleased with the progress which had heen macle with our negotiations 
at St. Petersburgh, and I said Twas sure his own visit to St. Petersburgh had_beon a 
most useful one. felt that his influence in the negotiations had heen beneficial, 

T then told him that we were sending our reply to the Russian proposal with 
regard to Persia, Iobsorved that the sphere which they claimed was a very large one, 
‘and thatit included Tehran, ‘This was a matter of very great importance, as the fact 
that Tehran was in the Russian sphere was bound to inerease Russian prestige there 
‘And yet it was at Tehran, tho seat of the Central Government, that any influence wo 
might require would have to be exercised, even in connection with concessions or other 
matters relating to our own sphere only. 

Count Benckendorff admitted the point, and said that, owing to the situation of 
‘Tehran, he did not see how it eould be otherwise than in the Russian sphere, 

T said that, of course, Lsay the difficulty, But none the less, it was a considera- 
tion to be borne in mind, ‘This was not, however, the vital point to which I wishied to 
refer. 

T then explained that, in consequence of our obligations to Afghanistan with 
regard to frontier matters, and to Persia under our Treaty of 1857 with rogard to the 

fi7i7] 2P 





16 


Perso-Afghan frontier, it was impossible, without great complications, to place a piece 
eee MBoce-Afghan frontier within the Ttussian sphere. ‘To do so, would alsa 
Seinptfcate arrangements for direct communication with Afghan officials on local 
Faroe lata “it might be that Customns officals, or doctors, or persons of that kind, 
would have to be placed by the Russians in their own sphere; and if such persons 
vowed on tho Pergo-Afghan frontier, our dificulties would be greatly, increased. 
apettore it wis vital that the Russian line should start, not from Kuhean, but from 
Zinlfcar, qu s0 avoud bringing, any part of the Perso-Afghan froutier into the Russian 
sph 

ere Yume Bouckendorft did not soem to anticfpate that there would be difficulty about 
this, and appeared relieved that this should be the main point to which T attached 
capital iiaportance. x 

Taled explained what wo should have to propose with regard to Customs officials 
in ourgphero 4 Russia had to foreclose the security for her Toons. With rogard to the 
Moshe’ Seistan tclegraphisine, T ageeed that the transfor might be dealt with in o 
separate nots, provideat it vas done simultaneously with the ma 

‘Count Benckendorft saw no difficulty on eithor of these points. 

Hie aad M. lavolsky thought it might be necessary to take measures on the 
nortliorn frontie to provent revolutionaries crossing from the Caucasus ; but 
Te was determined to Keep us informed of anything that was done, and to act in 
eat with us., Count Benckeaidorff spoke most warmly of the co-operation between 
ug which had existed lately, and of the advantage ‘of conti ig it. 

T cordially agrees, and observed that co-operation had only Veen arranged just im 
timo, for had At not been arranged before the recent disturbances in Persia began there 
rt have been trouble. A one time we might have increased our, prestige 
enormously by becoming the champions of the popular party, and great self-restraint 
Mud hen necessary On our part to prevent, this being thrust upon us, | As to 
iutorforence nov, Lunderstood that tho Shah might desire foreiga help axainst his own 
ople, but such intervention from outside woul be dangerous. No this Count 
Bonckendorff ontirely assented. 

‘his part of our conversation onded without the expectation. on either side that 
there would hoe any diflicul nt-on the Persian question. 

Count Bonekondorll then referred to Afghanistan. 

Toxplained the impossibility of our making any proposal: ut frontior offic 

SP eaninanieations tll we had sounded the Ameer, who would naturally be ve 
suspicious, 

Mount Benckendorit referred to the Russi apprehension of any change in the 
status of Afghanistan, ‘Tho Rassians wero afraid that an Afghan army, coun 
‘and trained by British ofl " ro, therefore, 
that wo slion Hake some eng 

T told hin that 1 eould wwithou 
desire of ponctrating into, Afghanistan, ot changing its present statu 
futon to send British offigers into Afghanistan, nor had the A 
During his visit to India wo had mado no political proposals to hi 
Nong 10, The ob of the visit, so far as we wore concen 
‘Ameer that we were very good friends to: but friends wh: 
fim, aud that ho had not heen asked to India im order that we might make demands 
‘upot hin, 

Tut 1 foresaw that it would be very difficult for us to undertake any 
about Afghanistan, ‘hero wore yery turbulent tribes on our oven frontions, su 
the Afridis and Waziris. ‘There would probably be no trouble unter the present 
Ameo) always possible that some Amcor less wise might stir up the 
fronti sithin our own borders, aud assume an aggressive attitude which would 
roqui on our part. 

Gout Ronckondorle alinitted the force of this, andl said perhaps some form of 
syorda might be devised by which wwe should engage not to do ansthing unless the 
Porter tock action which rendered measures necessary on our part. But the suggestion 
vas very vague, and [did not think it desirable to pursue the point any further, 

Cart Honekendorff asmitted that the Ameer could not he prevented from taking 
nitasutes of his own to develop lis country. He was atvare of our general ideas about 
‘Afghanistan on other matters, and seemed sanguine of an agreement, 

We thon spoke of the Bagdad Railway. 

Texplained that Count Metternich had complained tofothers, though not to me, 
that our attitude towards the railway was an obstacle to good relations. I therefore 
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intended to say to him that I thought it was not fair to make a grievanco of our 
‘opposition to the Bagdad Railway, while Germany refrained from making any 
proposals to us with regard to it. 

*P Count Benckendori asked me whether we would initiate any proposal, and T said, 

{meant to confine my statement to the point that, if Germany felt the Bagdad 
Railway to be a political difficulty, it was for her to make a proposal. 

‘Count Benckendori said that M, Tsvolsky’s attitude was that he would prefer that 
the railway should not be made, But if it was to be made, the situation must be 
accepted, and the best terms must be made. 

Ttold him T thought the railway would/be made in the long run. If it becamo a 
through route from sea to sea, it was obvious that all the Powers—Russia, Franco, and 
ourselves, as well as Germany—would be affected by it, and would be concerned in it. 
ff, therefore, Germany made ang proposal, I would say that T thought it should include 
fan arrangement with Russia, Tut T assumed that the German Goverment, were 
already a of aL Tsyolsky’s. ae 

Yount Benckendorff further said that he hoped we would co-operate in the 
Balkans. ‘The Russian Goverament had, after como dificlty, aocopied the principle 
that judicial reform should be worked ont throngh the Financial Commission, 

“ T said we had but,one end in view, and that was to promoto a better sate of 
things in Macedonia. ‘The situ becoming difficult here, because the Balkan 
Committee, who wero not Chauvinists, but quito the contrary, wero pointing out that 
things in Macedonia were getting no better, Iwas afraid this was true. We ought, 
therefore, to work together this year, and try to make things better than Tast year. é 

Talso said. that, to be quito frank, it vas our impression that the Civil Agents of 
Russia and Austria had not, last year, used their influence as they mizht in improving 
matters. 
seas unt Benokendoot tonne to, ba fully aware of this opinion, and he did not 

jemur to it. 

T told him that, as soon as the Customs question was settled, I hoped effective 
sofort raat be peueeet. We wouldve very glad to suppor ie, 
“Tu tho course of this conversation Connt Benckendosl emphasized. M. Invola 
sire to, extond the scopo of an agreement with Japan 80 as to produce something, 
which might perhaps iol amount to an entente, but would. at any rato produco des 

Folitions” betiween Russia and Japan. He hoped wo should favour this. 

VL said wo certainly should favour a general good understanding, We could not 
suggest to Japan that she should. make concessions on points connecter! with the 
Portsinouth ‘roaty, but swe wished to promote good relations hetwoon Tussin and 
Japan. The direct object of a settlement between Russia. and onrsolyes was to secure 
the Tudian frontier, But there was also an indirect objeet-—vir., to he on good! terms 
wrth Russin; and this indinict object, youd be Tost unless relations between Japan andl 
Russia wero satisfactory. Wo wished, therefore, to see this secured. 

Lam, &, 
(Signed) 1B, GREY, 





(7616) No. 164, 
Inperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office—(Received Murch 8.) 


Sin, 25, Abchureh Lane, Lowlon, March 7, 1907, 

LHAYE the honour to submit for your consideration and that’ of His Majesty's 
Secretary of State the opinion of the Directors of the fmperial Bank of Persia, that the 
eer oe atten ey tany confidenty” eal upon the lovemnmient 10 aisist thon in 
safeguarding and maintaining the undoubted rights, granted to their Institution by the 
Royal Charter and their Concession, which are vireetly attacked and endangered by the 
Concession. newly given to the so-called National Bank at ‘Tehran by the Shah, A 
copy of this Coicession is doubtless already in your hands, but for convenience of 
felerence, the document, ratified by the Shab about the Ist February, is hereto 
attached. 

2, Your acquaintance with Persian affairs is so accurate and complete that it is 
unnecessary for me to take up your time with more than a brief statement of the 
considerations which have induced the Board to solicit the early intervention of the 
British Government. 

tis, in the first place, evident that the Notional Bank has but a provisional and 
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shadowy existence, and it might be held that, in protesting against a Concession which 
could never become effective, we were fighting a phantom rather than a reality. Tt is 
true that there is little likelihood of the capital of the National Bank being subscribed 
locally by Persians, ‘There is little money in the country, and those who possess it too 
thoroughly distrust their Government to give it in relief of the Shah’s necessities. But 
there is great danger of the capital required being supplied, under some colourable 
pretext or through nominal Persian subscribers, by Germany, which is notoriously 
Anxious to obtain a locus standi in Persia, Without trade interests, Germany is 
‘endeavouring to found a. German Bank in Tehran, the clerks to man which have already 
arrived, while the Director is shortly expected. 

Nothing is more probable than that the Persian Government, disgusted by the 
amicable relations now existing between Englond and Russia, which remove the 
‘advantages which the rivalry of these nations had so long procured them, may turn to 
Germany for financial assistance. 

3, Whether the embryonic National Bank ever obtains an independent existence 
or not, itis clear that the Shah, yielding to the extravagant demands of the Assembly, 
fins granted what is opposed to the legal rights of the Imperial Bank of Persia, and 
‘hat may endanger its very existence unless resisted and cancelled, 

‘he Bonrd would specially invite your attention to clause 8 of the Concession to 
the National Bank, providing that when silver is required for the Mint the National 
Hank will have priority: of import and sale, ‘The deadly effect of this clause on our 
supply of silver to duly pay notes presented has been already brought to the notice 
of ills Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran by our Chie Manager on the tb ultimo. Tt 
amounts to a virtual concealment of ou i clanse should be also read 
with clause 4, in which the right of issuing notes is promised to the National Bank 
‘when the Imperial Bank’s Concession shall have expired or otherwise terminated. 
‘direct incitement to make runs upon our bank is created, which, if elause 5 remains 
in force, we shall be unable to meet, No allusion to a future grant of this monopoly 
should Have been allowed by the Persian Government, seeing that our Concession has 
many years to run 

1, The Directors also desire to point ont that the security for the loans both of the 
British Government and the Imperial Bank will be endangered if, as is proposed, the 
customs of the Gulf ports be assigned to the National Bank against. subscribed capital ; 
while the dismissal of M, Naus and bis deputy, M. Priem, leave the collection and 
‘Appropriation of this revenue in hands in which we have no confidence, : 

}, he Hoard of Directors would consequently respectfully solicit His Majesty's 
Government to make the strongest possible protest against « policy which, inflicting 
urievons injury on the Imperial Bank, whieh represents British interests in Persia, is in 
Opposition to engagements as to the application of customs revenues whieh have been 
riven to the Governments of England and Russia, 

6, The Directors would suggest that the Shah be invited to consider the expediency 
‘of treating the Imperial Bank of Persia as the State Bank it has been always 
ioknowledged to be, and to absorb in it the National Bank, which could be effected 
Nithout insuperable difficulty, and with a slight alteration in our Charter, Unless a 
otermined effort be made in this direction, we fear that the ground may be eut from 
Honenth our fect either by the National Bank, founded by foreign capital secretly 
subsoribed, or by the open action of the Deutsche Orient Bank, under the direction of 
Herr Gutmann of the Dresner Bank, who is shortly expected in ‘Tehran, 

Thaye, &. 
(Signed) LEPEL GRIFFIN, Chairman. 


Tnclosure in No. 164. 


Preamble respectiny giving of the Concession by Shah fo Institutors of National Bank for 
Progress and Welfare of Nation. 


(Ratified by Shah about February 1, 1907.) 


AIVUICLE 1, National Bank, instituted by public subseription of Persian subjects, 
‘who will have shares to the extent of funds placed in bank, 

Art, 2 All the revenues of the State of every kind in ‘Tehran and the provinces 
rust be paid into the bank, aad all Government expenditure of every kind will be paid 
by the bank against the drafts of the Minister of Finance. 
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“Art. 3, The National Bank may undertake agricultural operations and hypotheeation 
oof lands, in accordance with Islamic Jav, as well as the purchase and sale of commercial 
fnland and foreign bills, and undertake loans. : 

‘Ast_4. Tn accordance with an Agreement to be subsequently made, the National 
Bank will have the right to the Concession for the issue of current notes: (bank-notes) 
Gn all Persia after the expiration of the Imperial Bank's Concession or its termination, 
and this will be in accordance with the Agreement, a monopoly of the National Bank 
to take effect without any delay. F 

‘Art. 5. The National Bank has the right to build railways in all parts of Persi 
in accordance with Agreements subsequently to be made; and it can build roads in the 
game way, with tho exception of those for which Concessions have already been granted 
to others, under separate Agreements; should others le prepared to build railways or 
roads, the National Bank will have prior claim on equal terms. Le 

"Art, 6. The National Bank may work mines in Government lands by giving 10 per 
cont, of the net profits to the Government, Other conditions will be fixed in a separate 
Agreement to be drawn up between the bank and the Government, Should the bank 
find mines of gold, silver, or precious stones, the Government profits will have to be 
stated in a separate Agreement. 

‘Art. 7, The Government concedes to the National Bank the right of pear! fishery 
in the Persian Gulf, on which the Government will have a 10 per cent. profit on 
returns, 

“Art. 8, When silver is necessary for minting purposes, the National Bank will have 
the right of priority on equal terms with others in importing the same and selling it to 
the Mint. 

"Art. 9, In view of the fact that the Government ‘Treasury business #4 in the hands 
of this bank, and that in future bank-notes will be circulated by this bank; therefore, the 
Tmperial Government will have the right to depute two Inspectors for the bank, who 
will have the right to ing 10 and inspect all the bank's, affairs, ‘The above 
Tnspectors may, whenever they think nocessary, call together the administrative body or 
the body of sharcholders, and may be present at their meetings and join in their 
discussions. ‘They may at any moinent inspect and inquire into the books, accounts, 
and operations of ‘the ban ‘ 

"Arte 10, ‘The salo or transfer of the Concessions mentioned in the Firman to 
foreign aubjects or associations is strictly prohibited, and will be . ..... The sile or 
transfor of shares in this bank to foreigners is prohibited and null and void, and if it should 
cceur through inheritance or chango of nationality, they must be sold within one year to 
e Persian subject, and should the oyner of such shares delay in selling then, the body of 
sharcholders must at their yearly meoting turn such shares into cash and place the value 
‘of the shares on deposit in the bank for the owner to take, 

‘Art. 11, Whenever the Imperial Government requires a sum of money in the form 
of a loan, the bank will, in accordance with a soparate Agreement, lend to the Govern 
ment to the extent of fifth of its capital. 5 

‘Art, 12, The period of the bank’s Concession is 110 years, after which’ the 
National Bank has the right to renew it with suitable conditions. 





(7661) No. 165. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 8.) 


No. 41.) 
‘dlographic.) P. St. Petersburgh, March 8, 1907, 
“SITUATION in Pers 
Thave received a Memorandum 
n Ministers at Tehran 


(2) that the 
h wishes to dis 


obtainin, : 
foreign Logations ; (4) that Great Britain 


intervention in the internal affairs of Persia, 
to be injured in any respect whatever, and that, 


i717] 2Q 








0 


Assembly, they would be justified in making a declaration to the Persian Government 
- neve onan ‘of the Russian Government is that the conclusions at swhich the two 
Representatives have arrived are correct, and that it is desirable that an identic 
declaration should bo made to the Persian Government as proposed. ‘The Russian 
Government would. be glad to know whether His Majesty's Government concur ; and, if 
80, they will instruct the Russian Ministor to take the proposed step in concert with his 
British colleagn vi mee 
(Above ropeated to Sir ©. Spring-Rica) 





(7644) No, 166, 
Sir C. Spring-Rico to Edward Grey,—(Received March 8.) 


Tolosraphic,) B. Tehran, March 8, 1907. 
SIAN situatio 
massaere of Parsoes is threatened. have taken steps. 
crowd dona seal of the Zikes-Sultan has invaded our 
wl is prepared to fight for His Highness. 
ied, and Rest, k ‘ 

‘Pehran.—Rtolitions between the sand the people less strained, ‘The Mujteheds 
have oriforod the National nari to be dishanded and an cath of allegiance to tho Shak 
and the Constitution has heen taken by the members of the Assembly, 

‘Thy Assombly- anid the Mujtehieds will do their utmost to protect foreigners and 
have alrauly intervened on behalf of a Fronchman when Mussulnan women were 
found in his house. i 
ene landers oF Ihe popular movement quite realize the danger of pressing the Shab 
too fae and do not beliove that ho will appeal for foroign intervention exeopt as a last 
Metal haa) consented to tho roetll of the Amin-o#Sultan and he has been 
summoned fron alead (0 the eapital 


iy 47) 





(7656) No. 167. 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edourd Grey.—(TReceived March 8.) 


ei at Pr ‘Tehran, March 8, 1907. 


that his demand is for 3,000. compensation 
» attached, af 
Te sooms probabl i ‘organized the murder for political purposes in 
andor to ot the local Governor into trouble, ; ‘ 
‘ho German Minister has received no instructions from his Government on the 
subjvet, 





(7657) No. 163, 


Sir ©, Spring: Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 8.) 

No, 401) A 

{Hulegrphie) De Tehran, March 8, 1907. 
ATIONAL Th : 
Tho National Rank is still without any capital, and the Ru: 

hal tie as eortain information that the President of the Ni 

intimate solavions with the German Lex 

establish the Donk with German assistance. Tf the Germans alfo is assistan 

it won entitle thom to participate in the bank's concessions. ‘The Russian Minister 

sugsgests that, in order {0 anticipate German action, the English and Rnssian Banks 

should themselves ailvance the money to the National Bank, thus obtaining, a right to 

ous in Persia for their respective countries, , 

The Manager of the Imperial Bank, whom I have consulted, says that the Russian 


® 


WL 


Minister's statement is probably trne, but that any decision in the matter must bo 
arrived at in London. 

Tf we hold aloof, there isthe danger of Germany or Russia acquiring a commanding 
position. On the other hand, the only coi in Persia is in the hands of the 
Imperial Bank, Thi eis small, and cannot bo increased owing to the present: 
price of silver. tional Bank wore given control of this reserve it would be 
able to inflict serious injury on the Imperial Bank in view of the lattor’s note issuo, 

If, therefore, we entertain the Russian proposal, we should only make our advance 


in Europe. If the Persians obtained the money from elsewhere the advance would in 
any case be made in Europe, 





(7539) No. 169. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 
as 30.) 

‘Telexraphie.) Foreign Office, March 8, 1907. 
waco with Russia respecting Persia, See your despatch No, 101 of the 
20th ulti 


We cousidor as satisfactory, and authorize you to accept Preamble of draft which 
iment, have proposed. 

ugards Article T, 

reference to Russian line, the British and Russian spheres of influence are men- 
tioned in the Preamble, we notice, as  contigués ou yoisines & la frontidro Russe, dune 
part, et aux frontidres de V1 Mfgba tani, do Pautre,” but the Russian 
spliere is nowhere mentioned as being contiguous with the frontier of Afghanistan. If, 
moreover, another Power were introduced with special interests on the frontior of Persia 
and Afghanistan, matters would bo likely to become complicated and the very object 
of this Convention defeated, as His Majesty's Government are responsible for the 
foreign relations of Afghanistan, and Article VI of the Persian Treaty of tho 4th March, 
1857, as well as tho Treaty with the Amecr, binds them to undertake tho sottlemont 
of all questions which may arise between Persia and Afghanistan, both as regards 
frontier and other matters. That tho Russian sphere should nowhore contain any part 
of that frontior is, therefore a most important point, 

Although we desired to limit our sphere to as small an area as possible, yet, bad 
wwe considered it possible that the present claim would be put forward by the Russian 
Government, we should have made our own sphere embrace tho whole frontier 

‘The point is one on which His 's Govei never give way. You 
should, therefore, press. the Russ Zulfikar, at tho extreme 
north of the Afgl 

Tn tho first in 


is most important point on the Russian 
iew of the reat increase of influence which the inclusion 
phiere will alford them, not to oppose, without previous 
coming to an agroement with ns, the grant of Concessions in the neutyal zone'to British 
subjects or to those of third Powers, 


clause stipulating tha 

With regan to th 
this beiug effected by 

on itself, and it must e clearly tinderstood 

that the signature of the Convention is indispensably conditional on this being done, 

‘here is:n0 intention on. the part of {is Majesty's Government to demand that the 
Scistan agencies of the Russian Bank should be removed. Such a course would: cost 
us niore tlian we should ga wessitato the removal of the agencies of the 
Bank of Pers Russian sphere. 

We suggest an addition to the Russian text, the last paragraph of which appears 
tous incomplete, as follows :— 


“Tlest Ggalement entendu que les revenus des’ douanes Persanos du Farsistan ob 
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Gn Golfo Persique ainsi que des pécheries Caspiennos et des postes et té\égraphes, 
seront affectées, comme par le passé, au service des emprunts conclus par le Gouverne, 
ment. du Schah avec Ia Banque Imperiale de Perse.” 

Lastly, we must provitle, in case the coupon on the Russian loan is not, paid, for 
the possible employment of Russians as Controllers of Customs in Seistan. Tt appears 
tous thatiit cannot matter to the Russians by whom the revenues of the Customs are 
collected, so long.as they are shown to be devoted to the service of those Toans (as the 
Russian draft in its last paragraph states), 

T authorise you, therefore, to inform the Imperial Government that if they are 
willing, in caso of necessity arising, to undertake to collect and remit to us ‘such 
Proportion of the revenues in their sphere of influence as are pledged to British loans, 
Woon our part are ready, in ease of need as foreseen in their loan-contracte, to de thy 
Samo in regard to such customs revenues in our sphere of influence as may bo affected 
to the Russian loans, 





(7754) No, 170. 
India Offce to Foreign Office—(Received March 9) 


Sir, India Office, March 8, 1907. 

IN continuation of my lotter of the. 7th instant, Tam directed by Mr. Socrotary 
Morley to transinit herewith, to be laid before the Sceretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, copy of tolegraphio correspondence avith tho Government of India relative to 
tho proposed Anglo-Russian Agreement respecting Porsia.* ‘The telegram of the 
28th ultimo, to which the Govormnent of India’s telegram of the Gth instant is a reply, 
was dispatched hefore the receipt of the actual terins of the Russian proposal, which 
aye not vot been communicator {0 that Goverament. 

in H, Gray will, no doubt, consider the point raised by the Government of India 
{is to tho moaning to ho attached to tho words dofininge the limits of the Russian 2 
‘The Hine in question is described in the draft Russian Agreement as * part 
Kai ot Kaklik ot abontissant & la frontidre Afi 

1 wah assumod in my letter of the 7th instant that it was not the 

of tho Rrissian Government fo inchudo within their zone territories south of 

i joining the towns named, but Mr Morley thinks that, if any possibility of 
out oxists uipon this point, it should be cleared np at once, 

With regard to the inchision of Kain within the British line, Me, Morley 
apprehonds that there can be no question at the prosent stage of the negotiations of 
proposing any extension of the Hitish sphere. ‘The suggestion of the Government 
Of hia wiht thnks, borne in ind should i i 


1 Arabistan, Sir C. Spring- 
Rico, to whom tho telegeat hi I, no doubt, be in the best position 
to advise His, Mi ninent as to the possibility of utilizing the Sheikh of 
Mohammorah in the matter of any icrigation concession which may be negotiated, 


am, ke. 
(Signed) "A. GODLEY. 





No. 17. 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 9.) 


iD Tehran, March 9, 1907. 
SITUNTION in Porn . Nicolson's telegram No. 4. 
I havo bad no communication with my Russia colleague on the subject since 
that reported in wy telegram No. 12. 


sss 


* Nos. 151 and 159, 
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[7661] No. 172. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 


). 34.) 
WSesmtnie) Foreign Offce, March 9, 1907, 
PERSIA. Proposeil identic declaration, 


to arouse popular feeling in the country against us, it will be the better for-us the loss 
swe have to do just now with the Persian Govern 

‘The Russian Government should therefore be informed that we have had no 
intimation from Sir C. Spring-Rice that a general declaration would be beneficial, nor 
are we at present approhensive of danger to foreign subjects; but that we realize tho 
hoostile attitude which the Persian Assembly hias assumed towards foreign enterpriso, 
and that we are in favour of the co-operatioit of the two Goveraments in Persia for the 
mutual protection of their respective interosts whenever they may be imonaced, while 
avoiding any semblance of unprovoked intervention in internal affairs, 

A joint declaration, as suggested, would not, in our opinion, at the presont moment 

litic. We do think, however, that we might pross the Persian Government for a 
reply to tho joint inquiry made by the two Legations as\to the stops to be taken for 
the payment of the coupons of the loans (see mny telegram No, 17 ropeating my telegram 
No. 17 to Sir ©. Spring-Rice), in order to show tho community of our interests and 
action, 





(7532) No. 178, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Six, Foreign Office, March 0, 1907, 
TAM directed! hy Secretary Sit Radward Grey to transmit toyou herewith dueypher 
ofa telegram from His Majest ister at Tehran,® relative to the roported intention, 
of tho Sheikh of Mohammerah to undortake the irrigation works in tho Karun Valley. 
without foreign pa ; ¢ 
Sir B. Grey Would bo glad to resivo. any obeorvations whieh Mr, Seerotary 
Morley may have to offer on this communication. 
Tam, &o, 
(Signed) "8, GORST, 





(7826) No, 174. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 10.) 
(No, 42,) 
(elegraphic St. Petersburgh, March 10, 1907. 

PERSIAN Convention: Your telegram No, 30 of tho 8th instant, 

On my communicating this morning to Minister for Foreign Alfuirs the observations 
and amendments of His Afjesty's Goserament, his Excellescy sed he ape Tee 
haye time to study them, and promised to do s0 with the most sincore desire to arrive 
at an understanding. ’ 

From the'eonversation we had, T derived the following impressions : 

1, That Russian Government will agree to proposal that their lino should run to 
Zaltiar: This rectification will, in any case, bo urged by Ministor for Foreign 
Affairs. 

. That an Agreement will bo reached regarding transfer of telograph lines and 
maintenance of existing Concessions. 

3 That if engagement not. t0 oppose Concessions in neutral zones is mado 
Teciprotal, and is limited to British and Russian Concessions, they will agree to ik 
AL Isvolsky does not like to bind himself not to oppose Concessions to third Parties, 


No. 102, 
t717) 28 
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though T pointed out that, if a previous arrangement were concluded with us, he would 


not be debarred from opposing such Concessions. 


4, T do not think the remaining amendments proposed by us will present any 
“difficulties, 


T repeat that theso aré only my impressions, and we must wait until M, Isvolsky 
has consulted his adyisers before we shall learn his final opinion. 





(7825) eg No. 175. 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recewved March 10.) 

ea 53) 

elagraphig) 
SITUATION in Per 


as monacings the rights/of foroigners 

Tn reply, T have: stated that all my information showed that_ everything possible 
was boing done by the leaders of the Populer party to restrain agitation against 
forvignors, and that a note such as was snggested would only excite popular hostility 
‘usainst Europeans. 





(7829) No. 176. 


Admiralty to Foveign Office. —(Received March 11.) 
Confidential.) 


Sir, dmiralty, March 9, 1907. 
WITH reforeneo to your letter of the 6th instant, T ain commanded by my Lords 
he Secretary of 
shich has beon sent in 
ast Indies, relative to the situation in Persia. 


Tan 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Tnelosure in No. 176, 


Admiralty (0 Viee-Admiral Sir B, Po’. 


Culpaeantie) P, Admiralty, March 9, 1907, 
d in 


TERVENTION in Porsia by Russia and Great Britain, for protection of lives 
properly of forvigners in that country, may, it is ¢o 1, in view of the 
situation, not hnprobably arise in th Great Britain is 
oniceriied, this would have to be confined to maintaining order through the agency of 
Vesty’s ships in the ports of Southern Persia is, Majesty's Government 
dor Ut, apart from the protection of Rritish interests, ships should be held in 
dinoss so that they could at onee be sent to show the flag in, South Persian ports in 
the vent of Russian troops crossing the northern frontier, Yo should report what 
arrangements, iu the event of emergeney arising, you would suggest, 





(7984) No. 177. 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edinard Grey. —(Received March 11.) 
(is Bt) 


elegraphic.) Ps 
N_Olfice telegram No, 34 to St, Petersburgh. 
‘zior has sont a written answer to my note to the effect that the Customs 
Adiministration will be conducted ou the same lines as before, and that payment of the 
interest on loans will he punetually: made, 
Thave already made a written communication with regard to our reservation of 


Tehran, March 11, 1907. 


acquired rights, and have informed my Russian colleague that Thavo done so (see my. 
telegram No. 40). ‘ 

‘All is quiet here, and both yesterday and to-day the Mnjtcheds and Assembly 
renewed to me their assurances that foreigners would bo protected, so that, in my 
opinion, there is no justification for any further communication to the Persian 
Government. ae : . 

Occasion, however, may arise for such a communication, and I will confer with my. 
Russian colleague as to preparing a note to be held in reserve. 





(7825) No. 178. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir ©. Spring-Rice. 

(No. 29.) i 

(Telegraphic. P. Foreign Office, March 11, 1907. 
SITUATION in Persia 
With reference to your telegram No. 53, I approve your language. 





17826] Noanios 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 


Foreign Office, March 11, 1907. 


With reference to your telegram No, 42, wo are only interested that British 
Concessions should not, ‘without previous agreomont with 1s, be opposed in noutral 
zone. With regard to this, we would be realy to givo a reciprocal engagement, 

ho first sentence of paragraph No, 3 of the. improssions derived from your 
conversation with M. Isyolsky would, therofore, be satisfactory to us. 


[e114] No, 180, 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 12.) 


(No, 55: 
{ti nia) P. ‘Tehran, March 12, 1907, 
"THERE has boon an increase in the Russian guards, by 11 at Urumia, by 19\ at 
Tabroor, and by 20 hore, ‘ 
Hitherto there have been 2 at Urumia and 5 at Tabroez. 
(Gent to India; addressed to Foreign Olice.) 





[8431] No, 181. 


Sir C. Spring-Rive to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 15,) 
(No, 57, 
(Magen P. ‘Tehran, March 15, 1907. 

SITUATION in Persia, na 

T have received a visit from the correspondent of the “ Daily Mail,” who is in close 
touch with the Russian Bank, He says that serious disorders are impending ; that the 
Russians contemplate sending troops to Urmi to protect the Nestorians there ; and that 
the Shah is bringing nomads into ‘Tehran to coerce the Assembly, 

‘Too much importance onght not to be attached to such rumours, but the report, 
that the Shah contemplates action against the Assembly may be true. Twas told by 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs that the Shah had been advised by the Couneil not to 
yield auy further, and to convey a warning to the Assembly that he would obtain money 
Thom elaowhere if they refused to provide him with i 
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(7754) ‘No, 182. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 15, 1907. 


TAM direoted by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the Sth instant relative to the proposed Anglo-Russian Agreement respecting 





sian zone is 
and_he does 
ry do ask for any further explanations upon this point, 
Sir B. Grey concurs in Mr. Secretary Morley’s view that at the present stage of 
the negotiations there can be no quostion of proposing any extension of the British 
sphere by the inclusion of Kain, and ho is also in jent with the opinion expressed 
in tho Inst paragraph of y the best position to 
adviso His Majesty's Gc ing the Sheikh of 














ent as to the possibility of 











Mohainmerah in the matt ‘gation eoncossion which may be negotiated. 
Tam, &, 
Gigned) ” FE. Gorst, 
[8558] No. 188, 


India Office (0 Foreign Office. —(Receiveid March 16.) 





NEE Undor-Sceretary of Stato for India presents hi 
Seorotary of Stato for Foreign Affuirs, aud, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information’ of the Sec of Stato, a paraphrase of @ 
telogram to the Vicoroy, dated the 18th March, relative to the Anglo-Russian nogotiae 
tions, 


India Office, March 16, 1907. 


ts his compliments to the Under- 














Tnclosure in No, 183. 
Mr. Morley to Government of India, 


(Wolographic,) P, India Ofice, March 13, 1907. 
ANGLO-RUSSIAN negotiations. 

Ploaso rofer to my telegram of the 28th ultimo, Lotter of the Sth instant from 

i¢al Secretary, Indin Ollice, forwarded to you text of Russian proposals regarding, 

Russian dofinition of their line, of which following is exact verbatim translation, 

docs not appear to justify apprehensions stated in your telegram of the Gth instant, 

though point will, if necessary, be cloated up :— 
















* Lino commencing at Knzri Chirin, passing through (in tho original ‘traversan’) 
‘Youd and Kakhk, and terminating near the town of ‘Kuhsan, on the Afghan frontier. 


Tt is not possible, at prosent stage, to raise question of inclusion of Kain in British 
aphore, His Majesty's Ambossador at St, Petersburgh. has been instructed to ask thot 
Russian proposals may be modified in following respects :— 


J. Clause providing for maintenance of all existing Concessions to be inserted, 


2. Clauses to he added providing that rovenues affected to British loans shall 
‘continue to be devoted to service of those Loa 


3, In view of advantage to Russia of 
Russia to agroo that, provided engagement 
Russian Concessions, sho will not oppose Concessions in neutral zone. 

4. Russian ling to terminate at Zulficar instead of Kubsan. 

5, While carrying out of transfer of Scistan-Meshed and Tehran-Meshed telegraph 
ines by exchange of notes outside Convention is not objected to, such notes should 


a gud non of signature of Convention, and are to be signed simultaneously with 
latter. 










nelusion of ‘Tehran in Russian sphere, 
reciprocal and limited to British and 













157 







6. Authority given to Nicolson to inform Russian Government that, provided 
Russians agree to reciprocal arrangement in their sphere, wwe are ready to collect and 
Temit to them due proportion of customs revenues in British sphere of influence which 


are affected to Russian loans, should contingency contemplated by loan contracts 
arise. 








(7761) No. 184. 





Sir Edward Grey to Sir P. Bertie, 
(No, 153.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, 

Lately expressed to the French Ambassador the desire that, 
ment concluded between Great Britain and Russia relative 
Government, the French Government should discourage F 
money to Persia at least without the previous concurt 
Russian Governments, 

On the Sth instant M. Cambon called at this Office and left. n Memorandum to tho 
effect that the French Govorament had received this request with favour and that the 
Minister of Financo would take such stops as might be possible in Fronch fuaueial 
circles to give effect to my desire 


Murch 16, 1907, 

viow of the agree 
fo advances to the Persian 
rench banks from lending 
0 of His Majesty's and the 


















: Tam, & 
(Signed) ’” B, GREY, 








(8585) No. 185, 
06) Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeeived March V7.) 
No. 46, 
(Telegraphic.) P, St. Petersburgh, March 17, 1907. 


RAFT Persian Agreement. 

T notice that, according to the Russian text of Articles 1 and 2, Groat Britain and 
Russia engage themselves not to support applications for Concessions in the zone of the 
other which may be made by subjects of third Powers, 

As wo did not mention this point in our text, T venture to inquiro whethor you 
would not wish this reference to third Parties maintained as regards our xpecial Zones, 
as it would preclude Russia from favouring foreign enterprise in our zone, 








(8657) No. 186, 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 18.) 
(Wo. 80.) 
Sir, Tehran, February 12, 1907. 


IN continnation of my despatch No.271 of the 22nd October, 1900,1 have the honour 
to transmit herewith copy of a despateh from His Majesty's Consul-General al Bushite 
containing two interesting reports from Captain Lorimer, in Responte to my zoquast 
for observations on Messrs, Lynch's lotter to your Department of the 10th Soptomiber, 
1905, on the position of the enterprises in'which they are engaged in South-West 
Persia, 

T desire to call your attention to the second of Captain Lorimer's reports, in 
which he animadverts on the lines on which Messrs, Lynch attempt to en 
on business, and, in particular, on the inadequate number of uropoan agents 
employed, 

T am still awaiting the observations on Messrs, Lynch's letter which I have 
requested from His Majesty's Consuls at Tspahan and Mohammerah, 

have, &c, 
(Signed) " CEOIN SPRING-RICE, 
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tions which I have recei 
2. T beg to add a few observations of my own regardit 
touched upon in Mess 


(1,) ‘he suitability of the present juneture for pushing our commercial interests 
in Persia in competition with those of Russia and Germany. + 
‘This is a problom in ro 


thiit. these om) 
grasping provineial offi 


av at my present post embar 


for consumption by the grower 
for thi 













(6) Linprovemont in tho 
(7.) Beoposat for a new tramel 


alloxether modified in connection with the negotiations now in pros 
L look tipon it 

the improv 
‘anil feot that, 
fnforests and oun own make tt 
suppor 

eannot give Mossrs, 1 


Lis despa 


Messrs, Lynch should be 
Moin, ov Gome toa modus vivendi with him 


aspect 





porsomtl acquaintance as L have with them leads me to believe that his obsorva 
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Tnelosure 1 in No. 186, 


Major Cox to Sir ©. Spring-Rice. 


(No. 3.) 


Bushire, January 6, 1907. 
AVITIL reference to your despatch No. 81, dated the 27th October, 1906, to my 


Thave the lionour to forward, for your information, copies of the communica 
‘d from His Mnjésty’s Vice-Consul at Ahvwaz. 
the several topics 











Lynch's letter — 








nd to which the v 
wy to, the declared poliey of Tis Majesty's 





ws of local officers must in any case 
Government, and it seems unnecessary. 





for me to discuss it, 





Eimbargoes, T fully indorse Captain Lorimer’s observations as to Arabistan 
i¢ hinterland of the enstorn shore of the Persian Gulf, You must be well aware 
rgocs ire, in nine eases out of ten, merely deviecs engineered by 
‘as a means of filling their pockets. 
may mention while on this subject that when travelling in Southern Arabistan 
ulumn of last year L found considerable quantities of grain stored in all villages 
jcultural neighboushoods, and the natives informed mo that thoy never thought 
loailing thelr stock for export sale until the following antumn rains had assured 
of n sufficient crop in the coming season. T may also state that since I have 
has been placed on grain of a not used at all 
jut simply grown to mect a regular export demand 
article from the Arab const, 
{, that we should do our utinust to resist. the imposition of these 
ch in the end defeat their own object by throwing land out of cultiva- 
1 oxport of grain is stopped, hushandmen will naturally not go to the labour 
ating more ground than is necessary to assure the supply of their local 








































ti 





wants, 


J ho condition and upkeop of the Hakhtior’ roxd. 1 think with Captain 
the proposal that Messrs, Lynch should take over the management of 
cstion whieh line alroaty heen mate to, and rejeoted by, the Khans— 
rtehe roxmuded sie a prnetical solution of the diffeulty, for the reasons explained 
aptain Lorimer, which avo undoubtedly well founded. 
1) Levy of tolls on th hat road, ‘Tis question lies outside my: 


















ico on the Upper Karun, and the desire of Mossrs. Lynch 
foreshore of Shiali 











swanhipuse sition th 





nd Aliwaz, 
Unless the 
is be 
38 with, Russia, 
netint tliat we should Teave no stone unturned to effect 
ions by the Persian Gulf-Karan-Khoremabad artery, 
nil to all thesé threo items (5), (6), and (7), Messrs. Lynch's 
dosirabile that we shoutd’ give the firm all possible 
rs to you that, with the diplomatic forces at our command, we 
He such backing as will enable them to keep the Moin at a 
vert to the recommendation made by Mr. MeDouall, in 
th August, 1906, to Mr, Grant Duff, and suggest: that 
lvised fo make another attempt to join forces with the 





‘of Ills Majesty's: Gov in 











sxtromoly 
mont of commit 









If it ayy 





nee, then TL can only 8 
chy No. 18 0 












In Captain Lorimer’s: second communication, No. 678, he discusses several 
| Messrs, Lynch's general attitude in regard to commercial enterprise and 
stings methiods of business. 

‘Tho Viee-Consul speaks with local Knowledge on these subjects, and 














ell founded, 
Messrs, Lynch are reaily enough to remind Government of their obligations to the 
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firm as a pioneer of British commerce, but an examination of the poliey which they 
follow and the methods which they employ for developing it indicate that the former 
is often selfish and the latter inefficient and unprogressive. 

Moreover, the views expressed by Mr. H. B. Lynch personally to Captain 
Lorimer are incompatible with the terms of the last few lines of tho firm's present 
appeal to His Majesty's Government, A little wholesome advieo to the firm 
in the direction indicated by Captain Lorimer's remarks might have a beneflcial 
result. 











Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) P, Z, COX, 





Inclosure 2 in No. 186. 


Vico-Consul Lorimer to Major Cox. 


(No. 672.) 
Sir, Ahwaz, December 4, 1906, 

I HAVE the honour to forward inclosed some observations on a letter from 
Messrs. Lynch to His Majesty's Sccretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, a copy of 
which was forwarded to me by I esty’s Minister at Tehran for comment undor 
his letier No, 6 of the 27th October, 1906, 

T beg to request that you will kindly fo 
observations to Ilis Majesty’s Minister 











wand one of the inclosed copies of 








T have, &e, 
(Signet) -D, LORIMER. 


in No. 186. 





Inclosure 


Observations on «i Letter from Messrs, Lynch Brothers (o Foreign Ofies, dated 
September 10, 1906, 





PASSING over uneriticized the 
to demonstrate that the present is a pecu 


t paragraph, which is devoted to an endeavour 
arly propitious moment for a determined 
effort to seeure and promote our interests in Porsia, the first speci obstacle dwelt 
upon is that of the embargoes placed on the export 

Tn this matter T find myself in accord with Me 
circumstances could arise which would justify the imposi 








f grain from the Karun provinces, 
Lynch, doubt whetherany 
n of an embargo in the 
















profess 
There 
time keop down pri 
will ct as an automat 

Tt would be sangui 
will endure, or that an 
permanence, Hope lies 





no one in the position of the 
Whe p 
heck on 
‘© Tinagine that the present abandonment of embargoes 

ion, which could be taken would avail, to secure ite 
(her in immediately resisting on principle and without. 
reference to local conditions every attempt to reintroduce embargoes. 

he present rlasatin fn thy atid of (he Persian Goverment whieh seems 
to haye heen more unqualified than usual, should Le carefully kept’ in view as a 
precedent for the future. 

2 The Bakhtiari road. ‘The maintenanee of the road by Messrs. Lynclt is, am 
sure, a question of which tie Khaus would not even tolerate discussion. Whe mere 
name of Lynch is hateful to them. ‘hat Messrs, Lynch: should propose and bo 
anxious to take over the road in the existing state of tHicir relations with the IShans 
shows low little they appreciate the situation or the practical position in the country 
‘of themselves and the Khans, I venture to assert that, were they to obtain the 
Eatisfaction of their wishes to-morrow, they would bitterly repent it Vefore six months 
Tad elapsed. Granted even tolerable relations between themselves and the Kans, 1 
doubt if they at all realize the difficulty and expenso involved in maintaining the 
condition and service of the road in such a state as they appear to demand from the 
Khans. 

‘ho question of How presite ean est bo Inouglt to Beas on tho Khas ip 
scarcely one which lends itself to a solution in two lines by London merchants. 
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My own tentative views and ideas on the problem of the maintenance and 
management of the road T shall submit in a separate communication, 

8. Of the affairs of the Kum-Sultanabad road I haye no knowledge. 

The steamer service on the Upper Karun. I must own to ignorance as to the 
“exactions and opposition of the local officials” referred to. Teannot recollect a 
single instance in which reference has been made to me by Messrs. Lynch here in any 
case falling within such a category. ‘The present captain of the “ Shushian,” who has 
held that post for nearly two years, supports me in. taking objection to the phrase 

uoted. Apart from the proposed competition of the Moin-ut-Dujjar on the Upper 
arin, there is nothing that Tam aware of in the experience of past years, to 
encourage hopes of future surpluses in the accounts of the “ Shushan, 

When the Persian Government gaye, as I understand, reluctantly permission to 
Messrs. Lynch to ran the “Shuslian” on the Upper Karun, they did not, 1am sure, 
for a moment contemplate having to pay for what they no doubt regarded as the 
granting of a concession, Presstire for the recovery of deficits would lave to be 
mado with caution, as its most probable immediate ‘result would he to lead the 
Persian Government to direct the disconti of the “Shushan” service, To the 
best of my knowledge, we have no diplomatic weapons immediately at hand with 
which to counter such a decision or secure its revokemont, 

here is little hope, L fea 
of the: Moineut-t' 
a hundred vw 

Tf anythi 

















of being able to successfully combat the invasion 
H Nor, once he is established, to prevent his being favoured in 









ig can be done, it must be 
of an endeavour to prevent the Moin 
Bat this will bie very difficult, as T belie 
awaiting its arrival. 

The acquisition of a suitable site at Shalilich for Messrs. Lynch to build a 
Gooil shed on ought certainly to haye been exacted lous ago if it were possible 

‘he Moin has now nearly completed a shed of this nature at. Shal Its 
frontage is situated 83 fect from the water's edge when the water is low. With a 
vory high river this distaneo is reduced to some 80 feot, 

It may he possible fo use this example to enforeo demands, 

‘the #0 Zar Regulation, whieh is perhaps justifiable, if not even desirable, in the 
caso of private individuals, should certainly not be allowed to stand in the way of 
Works of public utility and convenience, but T cannot sco what is to be gained by 
ulting a shed closer to the river than ‘that, now erected by: the Moin. Te would be 
Hinble to he surrounded with water in flood time, and in’any case there would be 
Ineonveniently little space left for handling the cargo, the bulk of which would 
always ho carried direct to Shuster or the ship without being placed in the 
warehouse, 

‘The captain of the “ Shustian ” conours fn this opinion. 

5, Tho tramway is undoubtedly the example of tho abuse of a practical 
monopoly, though it is not, speaking, x monopoly as implied in Messrs, 
‘Dynceh’s letter. 
oe Steatr Lyell are ab liberty to ry their goods down to Ahwaz by transport of 
their own, but cannot, of course, build a’rival tram-line. 

‘Tho charges, 3 krans (12d. to 16d.) per ton, for carrying over something less than 
1 milo are extortionate, 

Up till the beginning of the presont year the Moin was not the chief gainer, 
He Teasel tho line out at 500 tomans per annum, and this payment was in reality, T 
believe, not always completed, 

During the Inst ton months of this year, under a new and more honest agent, the 
net profits of the line haye been 1,200 tomans. ‘Thoro would therefore now seem to 
beeonsidorable room fora reduction in rates, ‘Zhe weak point ina practical monopoly 
of this nature is that any reduction means an equivalent loss of profit. to. the 
monopolist. A reduction in rates will not lead to any: material increase of traffic, 

As regarils improvements, there have up to the prosent been four trolleys and 
four to six horses, ‘The number of trolleys is going to be raised to eight, of which 
total six will be now 

Tt must be known, though not mentioned in the despatch under referen 
Messrs. Lyneh have for a long time been endeavou 
branch extension to connect their whart with the e: 
extension would be about 650 feet. 

Tunderstand that an agreement has lately heen arrived at by which the Moin 


done now, and action must take the form 
ajjar from commencing operations at all. 
at lhe has purchased a ship, and is only 







































































, that 
to induce the Moin to add a 
ig line. ‘The length of this 
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will construct the extension to the gate of Messrs, Lyncl’s wharf, while Messrs. Lynch 
will pay freight at the rate of 4 instead of 8 krans per ton. 

‘Whe initial cost of construction is estimated by Lynch's agent here at about 2001, 

301, so the terms a) ir to be far from easy. 
etcnene Meee Cyraliny. ty ean ontanvancy outward and 
inward Shuster cargo baboon (ele whist aad fo nearest Point on END line, and 
Toading and unloading the cart is at their own cost. : fe 

Under the agreement above mentioned loading the trolleys will be at the Moin’s 
expense, and on the whole a small saving to Messrs. Lynch will be effected. 

‘The new ship “Nusrat” and the tram-line both being in the Moin’s hands, it is 
possible, under Persian methods, that the “Nusrat’s’ cargo is carried free by the 
tram, 

If-s0, tho effect must be to penalize Messrs, Ly: 
and Dizful to the extent of 3 or later 4 krans per to1 a 

6, The construction of a tram-line betweon Shuster and Shalilieh by Me 
Lynch is doubtless an excellent object of ambition. ‘The Moin, however, ins 
had hiseye on this potential line, Some two years ago hie had the ground examined, 
and last year it was said that he had discussed tlie notion of making a line down to 
Bandikir, ~ . 

I am now informed that his agent at Shuster is stating that a tram is 
shortly going to be constructed, that the plans were drawn up by the English engineer 
brought rownd by the Moin last year, and that the material has been ordered, 

‘Mho statements of Persian agents cannot always be taken as gospel. 

Trrespective, however, of the truth of this report, wo may ealeulate on hayin 
encounter in the first placo the powerful opposition of the Moin, * 

Lynch's agent here is pessimistic about the genoral question of eaxrying goods on 
the Upper Karin. 

He questions the proftablen 
the whole navization of the extr 





‘W's cargo to and from Shuster 





























ess of a line to Shalilfeh, and would do. a 
y unsatisfactory Gargar by having a 
andikir, whero the main river is’ reached; This is a distanes of 30 miles, 
questionable whether a horse tram of this length would ov would not: pay. 
Tt would be interesting to know the exact terms of the Russo-Persian Railways 
Convention, aud whether they luya prohibition on. the construction of horse tramways, 
Tf they do not, might be worth while investigatiig tho possbilities and proxpeots of 
8 ors tram sevice from Molmmoerah ov from Abinaz upwanls, ‘There would ono 
serious engineering difficulties, On tho lowest reaches of the Karun the line would 
have to be raised on an embankment, ballasting would be necessary throughout, and a 
ferry or bridge over the Garr at Bandikir would bo roquired, ’ 

“7. The argument regarling the road and transport facilities enjoyed by: Thussia 
and ourselves and the effect which they may ho expected to exert on tlie propagation 
of Russian and British commore in nppoars to be plausible, 



































Contra! Pe 
‘To talk of the “rich wheat Iands of tho Karun” appears to bo rather 
overlooking tho fact that the grain crops any dependent.on an uncertain rainfall, 
and that thers is only considerable export of wheat in, say, one year out of four, 

T thoroughly agree with Mlessts. Lynch on the importance to our commoree of 
securing the opening of a route through Luristan, giving access to and from 


baal, i, Hamadan, &c, 
Khoremabad, Burujinl, Hamadan, farts Rad GS 























Tnclosure 4 in No. 186, 


VicesConsul Lorimer to Major Cox. 
No. 678, 
i me) Ahwaz, December 11, 1906, 

I HAVE the honour to make further reference to the despatch of Messrs, Lynch, 
on which I have furnished observations under my No. 672 of the 4th December, 
ae hemeleai hi 

In these observations I have strictly restrained myself to the points raised in 
Messrs. Lynel’s letter, ane 2 ‘ 

Twould now add separately one or two considerations, which are not without 
Appositeness. i 

Messrs. Lynch tall of the trade with Shuster being restricted by the want of 


{i7i7) 20 
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inland communications from that place, implying that this restriction of the volume 
of trade would he removed by the opening of'a route through Tauristan, 

T would point out in this connection that both Major Baird and myself have 
Aeclared in favour of f continued straight down, a few miles to the west 
of Dizful, to Ahwaz, leaving the longer and more difficult route vid Shuster entirely 
on one sid 
‘Alignment is also favoured by Messrs. Lyneh’s agent here, and, from the 

has commended itself to Major Baird, now travelling here on 
Deliaifof te Indian Intelligence Branch, 
Should the routo ever become nn accomplished fact and th 
the direct result would be a large diminution 
Shuster, os all goods for Dizful, at present compris 
‘argo, swould he carried direct to Diztul. 

Another point on which I would Iny stre 
of Mesirs, Lynch's methods, whieh do not g 
chane 

No cope with the whole of the work at Alvi 
Karun, thit on the Upper Karun, local trade an 
Ramu, and the transport: and forwarding bu 
all these there is only one European at Ali 

is he to find time for takin 
ov in stimulati 

‘wo of Mx. IT, Lynch's declared maxims are :— 
rorth bidding for. 


. ‘hat the function of a European in an office 
department,” 




















alignment be adopted, 
f the quantity of goods carried to 
the large part of Aras Shaster 


















the incompleteness and inefficiency 
e the development of business a fair 











hipping service on the Lower 
ade in Diztul and Shuster and 
ness on the Bakhtiari road—to eope with 




















is purely to-act as a ‘thinking 
nid that all routine can and should be left to natives, 













Comment ap 
‘his individual, hava: 





ientious enough, T bo 


» in other ways, 
1 or Arabi, 





Comment 

T should 
Helioye, wseolle 
peri 





appears unecessary. 
Hint European ha 
results, but 





ely heen posted at Mobammerah with, I 
appointnient is, F understand, not regarded as 














end of th Bakh the bulk of the transport 
Tins to he etnuaiged—-Lynely i Paslullab, at Tspalan, 
who cujoys, 1 holieye, the full confidence of the head of the firm, 

reason to believe that he is unworthy of it, He is dis 
‘onnt of his assuming manne 
though, of course, the fault may not bo all on one 
his gentleman, it will he remembered, fumished a text to Mr, IL. Lynch by a 

aud report oF the Ind condition of the Bakhtiari road, 

rds tie nature of iis services to his empl having started with 
nothing, he now drives about: in’ his own carriage and invites one to his. private 








kel by 
Nor docs he give more satisfaction 






















ions in these countries, embargoes or no 
ble Buropeans. 

tions are more likely to rain their firm in 

‘vit a profit for 

Hesides the above osample, Lynch's late Armenian agent in Shuster lett the place 

criditd with the comfortable acctimulation of 15,000 tomans, and the assumption of 

the Mohammorah offtee by a European has shown how unsatisfactory had been the 

nunminis of things there previously: 
Th the past five years the natiy 

visited, {0 the best of my knowledyo, 

and spt 



























cies at Diztul, Shuster, and Ramuz have beon 
saotly tiviee by a European, viz., in spring 190% 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) D, LORIMER, 




















Tujja 
Principal Secretary of St 
2nd) Novernber, 106, 
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[8658] No. 187. 





pring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receteed March 18.) 





31) 
Tehran, February 12, 1907, 
165 of the 2nd November, 1906, Ihave the honour 
His Majest’s Consular’ officers at Ahwaz 
Mohimmerah, provided that they soe no objection, to act in the souse. suggested. in 
the pouultimate paragraph of the letter of the "Tigris and Euphrates Navigation 
Company to your Department of tlhe 20th October, and I also sent a wopy of your 
despatch to Mr. McDouall, at Moluimmerahi, for his observatio 
At the same tine Linstrneted Abbas Kuli Khan to inforin the MuiwetDujjan of 
the substance of the Company's letter, and T now transmit, a copy of a Memoria 
containing the Muin'’s rejoinder to the Company's ¢ throws. on 
Messrs, Lynch tho responsibility for the failure of jons beuveen himself 
and Colonie) Picot at Paris at the end of 1905, 1 ious cireumstances to 
show that he haw constantly endeavonred nodate Mossrs, Lynch, whom he 
charges with wishing to monopolize the trade on tho Ki dan to. the 
development of tho eo ud tho needs of commerce, At the same tine T would 
remark that it i true that his operations are, at any rato in part, in the 
interest of Th ‘is he deals I ish joods, andthe’ houses 
ws share his 1 to A monopoly 


“IN reply to your despatch Ne 
to report that 1 lave requested 




























































of the 20th ultimo, 


doos not ¢ Naus informs rie that ho ig at 
" 


the head of 














ita goons, 
y with the Sidr Azam, 
‘anil noting tho spirit 
he stil consider- 
to oust Messrs, Lynch fron those 

aitchod. Tt Wor, he 
Appy int their twlations with Porshiais=—witnioss.the 
rogarded by the Baklitiaris—and 1 camnot help fecling 
coutributing cause to the chaugo of auitude of the 










mt of business wll 
nifested Lye the 
y not be disinclined’ to 
el will Hitye 10 


























ry interesting reports from Captain Toriner, inclosed 
preceding despatch, throw an instructive light on Messrs, Lynch's nn 
in this conntry, and, so long as they inaintaity their py systen 
be hopiloss to expect that any: really ngofal arrangement ean be ve 
anil the Muin, much as T should like to be able to promote it, 

above remarks will nob be understood int 
rilieos incurred by Messrs, Lynch in. opening m 
Hous in Southern Porsis, but T fear it is amy duty: to call. your 
lhe practical difficultios which stand in the way of effecting. a. settlement 
Y to them, throvgh the intervention of this Laygation, Lavill not fail, 
{eearefully watch the developments of the Mnin's activity, and to. keep, thi 
Office informs 


Jintely 
‘ness 
ar thaw iv will 
between them. 



























conse that 1 jgiiore 















Tiiawe, &e, 
Signed)” CECHL SpRINe-ru¢ 








_—— 





Tnclosure in No, 187, 


Memorandum, 






cated to the M 
L by His Majosty's 
Rice, No. 1, dato 





woutents: of 
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8. Local political consideration. 
4. External political considerations, 






Tnclosure 2 in No. 188. 













Vie h thiese points in success 





sul Lorimer to Major Co. ‘To deal 
























(No. 673) willingness of the Khans tainly not-a thing to be counted on. ‘They 
Sir, “Alwwaz [undated assuredly dislike on principle the continued presence or oven existence of foreign 
TIAVE the honour to invite attention to the management and upkeep of the influence in their country, and they might be afraid of the opposition which the 





scheme would probably mect with on the part of the officials of the Persian Government, 
at Tehran. 

If, however, worried sufficiently about the failure to maintain the track, it is 
Possible that in view of their heing guaranteed their presont takings for a certain 
perioll of years, they might consent to our taking over the responsibility of upkeep for 
‘hint poriod, 

They have, Tbe 
oniinary”passen 


iari road, w 
‘ing the year. 
‘the matter is referred (o ina despateh from Messrs. Lynch Brotliers, tothe Foreign 
Office, the 10th September, 1906, on which F hiaye recontly Leen asked to comment by 
Hlis Majesty's Minister at Tehran, In doing. so I confined inyself to emphatically 
denying the possibility of obtaining the Bakhtiari Khans’ assent to the management of 
the road passing Into the Inds of Messrs, Lynch Brothers, as sugested by them in 
thoy despatch, and to mising serious questions as to t ility of Messrs. Lynch 
of sitisfactorily aequitting themselves of the responsibilit would incur by 
taking over such w eharge, 


h has been the subject of some discussion and correspondence 


















































vio ety fall to recollection that dhe question of tho vations defects exis 

the present in t of the road lias heen more less continuously unde ” " 

EE MTA Ceecceoneernee aoe APOIO RI oe possible for them to seni an agent of their own fo collect these particular tolly at the 
TACT THe i fuSiyomNBOL vioat ob ie uct seared one sage of the tribes, and their statement has nol, in my opinion, any 





Tasis on actual fact, 
‘The feelings of the Khans coulil only bo ascertained by. 
juncture, Should Tinspect the rond agai 
We inight rely suing existing methods with the samo results in the future, If, 
as Lexpect, 1 find much undone and the Khans inclined to be iteitated at being taken 
to task, T might then propound the schom for their consideration, as way of eseapo 
from continual pressure on one side and discontent on the others 
Jk for the vight of repairing the road, 
yplies woud he xajsed late 
information supplied by the farniex of the road tolls, 
the amount paid by hin annually fox the priviloxe of collection is 14,100 tomans, of 
which 18,800 tomains is handed over to the Khans. 
From the tribes lie collects 6,000 tomans, whieh. is the revenue referred to hy the 
Me teusts to collect something moro than the balance of $,100 tomans from 
aravans, Ke. 
‘The Khans, who want to minimize their profits, would not attempt to prove 
that the sum taken was greater, and it might be taken as a basis of Teast for say five 
years. 





instructions f British ments 

Under those eivoutnstances it has been impossible to esea 
¢oneliisions in one’s own mind, and whether loadin 
iL is porkiaps as well that these conditions should 
s will neve 









\qniving at a suitable 
nioxt year ant find ib thorougly restored, 













































at the same time we ean nov 
the Tnvige suis whiels they 






















mut to whom to 
to overcome the 

















ortariee ean only be 
pratnization forthe purcliase, 
wand fo TU . 
nugemnents aro wholly: Levond thie enpacities of the Khians. 

Hie protection of Mie ronté must always remain in the Imnds of the Khans 
themselves. 

Tis ont of tHe question to propose that the management of the road should be 

Jinididt over to: Messts. Lynch: Brothers; sich a proposil woukl tot for a moinent 
be entertained by the Kh; Tt would be unwise make the st ‘ion and 
still more mnwviso to accept if, even were it by a animele to cmanate from the 
cothior side, 
‘o ondeavonr to rend 
will entail continual 
fo hovome sot" 
rolatio, 














































Against this would liave to be set the following 

















and allowances of one junior PW 

and allowances of one or more assistants (2 native). 

iy of a reliable native agent to collect the tolls—possibly two men, as two 

toll-posts would probably be necessary, 
‘Labour expenses, 

Cost of tools, &e, 


V.D., oF sapper officer. 









tho present arrangenents. as vexards the road efftefent 
on the Kliais, and this in the Tong: run is certain 
‘ud will react on the friendliness of our 




































as been confined to ready promises on the part of the 
euitse for tension, Next year when the time comes lor 
sof the Tulifiment of these promises the 
wise 






thor hi 
i for oil 
Hein oth 


he remain 















If the condition of the road, and. suppl 
trafic ou: 
condition. 

‘Phis would mean an inerease in the receipts from tolls without any correspon 
increase of expenditure, 


os and security were guaranteed, the 
it to increase, as it is gradually doing even at present with « 














of Lidl 

Hy 
A livitish officer with assistants word he supplied to attonit fo the upkeep. of the 
‘The whole or part of the expense involved would he mot hy our collecting the 
tolls on the rovut (omitting tose lovied on the tribes), from whieh we would pay aw 
corti: sutn to fe Khans, expending the rest-on the service of the maul. 






follows s— 




































y ease, accomplish 
cireumstances, be a constant subject of discussion. If the dis 
the Indian Government, ant all necessity: of reference between 
Khans is removed, the future fielll of disngrooment 





i under any 
snssiont is vireet w 
essrs. Lynch and the 











‘Whe following a 
sativiny an the aly 
1s the walling 
2. ‘Why tian! 





ts prinetpal potnts which woutd alfvet the practicability of the 
sabilfly-ol Hie Goyerhment’s siving it thele qousideration: — 

tho WI 
ial question, 


















jams ta accept it, 





muitinual work in the eountry woul give us-an oppoitunity for yetti 





on to. 


































friendly terms with tle tribesmen, a number of whom would have to be employed and 
aid DY us. 

Ey sicue on ttexen route tien beenri6 at aonnce) oF profit instead of a cause of 

discontent to tiem, as then more or less forced labour would he replaced by regularly 

paid Iabour. 

At present we have no hold on the tribesmen, as it appears to be a part of the 
Khans' policy to discourage any rapprochement between us. 

Hxternal Political Considerations.—These are limited to the question of how far 
the proposed scheme would he distasteful to the ruling powers in Tehran, and how 
far, if they resented the increase of our interference, they could make the situation 
unpleasant for tie Khans or ourselves. 

‘The present letter is intended to be amero statement of facts. . 

‘he existing scheme is unsatisfactory and is likely to lead to trouble in the 
future with it to our relations with the Khans, In any easo, it is inefficient 

t does not actually prohibit, eommerefal expansio 
red to improve the situation, the only alternative appears to me to be 
6 dosertbicd 
































Whether it would. be possible io obtain the KI 
unknown. 


ans’ approval of it is at present 
Thave, &e. 

(Signed) D. LORIMER, 

His Majesty's Vice-Cousul for arabistan, 

Inclosure 3 in No, 188. 


Major Cox to Sir La Dane. 





Bushire, January 
IN continuation of tho correspondence ending with my letter 
2nd December, 190 te honour to submit copy of u further 1 
from [is Majosty’s Vieo-Consul at Aiwa, on the sub 
upkeep of the Bakhtiari rout anil the attitude of the Kh: 

2, Tho {Reports jor Morton and Captain Lori 
ited fave sled a good deal Of light, where Ih 
wil for it existed, anil ly demonstrated that 
ized system of repair and supply, the road cannot 
lisfuctory basis. How hest to give shape to sucka 











jer ditring: 
















dio maintained on 4 yeas 
‘dificult probleni, ‘ 
Who proposal that the matayenent of the road should be placed i 
Lynch's Manly lias already een represented to the Khans hy 3 
nowative result; and, on the offer hand, even if the eommercial nav 
likely to accrue to ns from suelia wore heli on 
sporti te of their 
Goyermne 

































by which the road would be taken 





somient 


er by the 
Government of In 









pment of that selieme, T ean only suggest as a middle 
is should be advised to engage, on a carefully drawn contract, 
through the Goyerament of Thdin or His Majesty's Legation, a competent engineer 
to suporintend, as their employs nid on their Dichalf, the upkeep of the rood and 
the concentration of supplies along i 

‘ho Khans would probably: mal 






conrse that the Bakhti 














19 objection to Tis Majesty’s Viee-Consul at 
Ahwaz hecoming the recognized judge or referee in regard to the condition of the track, 
and direct relations between Messrs. Lyneh and the Khans would thus be reduced to 

iimum, A certain amount of troublesome work Doth in connection with the 
aud the protection of the engineer's interests would no doubt deyolve upon us, 
but the course which F suggest does not seem impracticable, aud 1 therefore venture 


Thave, &e, 
(Signed) " P. Z, COX. 














‘to subinit if for consideration, 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 188. 


Notes on the State of the Baklitiari Road, addressed to the Samsam-es-Sullanch ani the 
Shahab-es-Sultanch, dated Raghaiwa, November 8, 1906, 





1. Shalamzar to Naghun.—The following points require attention :— 


(1) Gardan-i-Zirrah, From Shalamzar to the foot of the ascent to Kotal the 
road is all right. 


(2) A bridge required over the imigation cut near Shalamzar, 


Ascent to Zirrah in three sections— 


(L) From bottom to half way up the track is fair, but at one oF tivo places the 
road lias heen washed out: by rain and requires xe 

(2.) ‘The final part of the ascent, where the 
for an 






: is cobbled, is steop and dimeult: 
mals, ‘The surface requites to be remade with small stones and earth, or else the 
g surface must be smoothed, 








Descent to Siligun— 







row and wants widening, 


Naghun isimpeded with bouldors, 
Near to Gardansi-Naghun tiiero is a stony pate, 


Descent to Naghun— 


‘Two or three places where irrigation cuis cross track Trish bridges want to be 
made, 


Also on this sta, 
From the foot of the rah to Chasma-i-Gandab track is very stony, 
‘Whe upper part of the Tang-i-Naghun is yery stony, 
At the entry to Naghun the track is spoilt by imrigation water, 








is desirable that the following defects receive attention ; 











2 Naghin to Dupulan—Taking for granted that: th 
Ardal, is to he used. 


Descent from Naghun plat 
made, is very stecp in parts, addit 
Arrangements also nece 
along the track, Trish bridges, 0, 
Ascent from er, Road obstructed in several places by large boulders. In 
some places also the road requ peent into the hillside,” About le, fom 
Mg aunts clearing. Immediately at dis Gardan 60 yards 
ground requites to he cleared 
Descent: At first good till thre 
steep and require to be remade. F 
stony. 





route, and not that vid 





uli, track which lins not been. 







us requited. 
oflection of innigation water, whoro it rung 












Zigaags in white earth. ‘These ziguags aro vory 
uurther along the Gil Safid rond the track iy vory 


Between Dupulan and the river two or three zigeags requite to be made, A 
stone and lime bridge is required over the Al-ieSabz-i-Kuh at Dupulan, 

8. Dupnlan to Sarkhun—One \iour from Dupulan track very tough and bad, 
where it cuts round a soft limestone spur. 

Ascent to Maburun: First twenty minutes’ track shows somo signs of recent 
improvement, but can be further improved, and stones should be cleared’ off ight up 
to Maburun, 

Between Maburun and Sardab stones have to be removed in soveral places. 

Gardan-i-Gandum Kar: Descent to Gandum Kar very stony; track wants 
clearing. In one particular point some large boulders require to bo disembedded 
and removed. 
i-Sarkliun: At several points stony and rocky places require smoothing, or 
, Wants to. be put down to cover projecting rocks, 
irkhun to Shalil—Above the descent. to Shalil, near some rice cultivation, 
stony ; in descent track is too narrow in some places, From the mills to 
tho caravanserai track very narrow in many places; requires to be widened, 

717) 2 

















































‘At one point there is a large boulder on the road, which is liable to catch loads, 
Some work has been done on this section, but it is insufficient. 
Shalil (0 Dek Diz-—Close to serai track lies among large boulders and over 





Pal-i-Shalu: Buildings 
Malamir: One stable is- us 
oceupied by the Mumta: 











‘The former is 
u-ed-Dowleh’s horses, and there is no room for travellers’ 















































































; wants clearing ont. If the road could be made lower down, following an even animale! 
aa tay swontlil te metale: aan from Pul-i-Amarat for 20 yards track very In the covering lettor forwarding the above, attention was called to tho fact that 
ud, over steop rocks wants improvement, . there a rakh, Kharaji, Naghun, where it was pointed out 
Por first twenty minutes of ascent towards Gardan-i-Marwari the track is bad that there i owl als while, ae ake shelter in private inne they 
and requires to he improved. ler of ascent shows signs of recent work, vith an unfair burden, 3 
and for the present is good rom Cling-i-Marwari_the first part of the yay fliero are no, serais) or 









ceeeai( gia ia i Gestie eon ee orien 
diMcult, and stony, The remainder of the course is rocky and stony 

Fifteen miniites abo vari a rain-wator drain erostes the road, ‘This 
has hoon bridged! y large boulders so placed that animals cannot cross them. An 
Trish bridge is vequi 

Doseent to Doli Diz: ‘The last half hour the road is very stony, right down to the 
spring. All this wants to be put in order, 

Doh Diz (0 Pul-i-Shatu. K 
throughout and one difficult 
Aoseont ton nila is very narcowr and neolls to hi 
Tolow Mikat are stony: patches, 

Descent to.the Karun: Above the cobbled remains of the Rah-i-Sultani the track 
Tins ent deoply into the ground and requires attention. 
Reside the Kurun a zigag ts required at one 
stones anil earth require removal, 
Hose tho earavansorai tho k 
7, Who 
expose 





psum soil, and is very steep, s, though these ‘la 
is much to be feared from night thieve 

At these places simple inclosure walls with gates, without supplies. or other 
paraphernalia, would be of considerable advantage, 


(Signel) —-D. TL, LORIMER 


to tlie people themselves, 





tha 
















‘To His Majesty's Resident, Bushire, 











good. Deh Kolina to Kulmat stony: 
heyonil Kulmat the track ina 


K Forwarded in completion of his 
ened, A little above and a little 





ith November, 1907, 
i D. L, LORIMER, 
His Majesty's Vice-Consul for Arabistan, 








Alcaz, January 8, 1907. 








nd in some plices 





(8661) No. 189, 
to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received March 18,) 


(1 is vory narrow and lower down it is stony. 
en worn avay and the iron, plates are 
h surface requires to be restoreil. ‘Phe two masses of the masonry 
on whieh tHe steel cables of the bridge aro fixed on the carvansemi side are racked 
and yotting fot bad condition, 

‘Pho ghar walls on the other side have fallen 
The rood hetweon the walls is ve 



























Hira, Hebruary 2, 1907. 
nt against the Belgian Customs Adm 

stich serions proportions th 
1 inthe country, and he a 









fo disrepair anid want restoration, 




















rem 












PubieShilu fo. Malan is very nission to Constantinople, On his return last autumn,” the, popul 

stony nid nisoits ¢ a dirocted more especially against: the Sudi-i-Azam and the existing state of the Govern 
Despent from the roquires ment, and, though his removal was made one of the popula deinandls, it was not 

Ines Fiom thn ¢ pack is stony. considered so important or so urgent as the other parts of the reform programme, He 

Aseont to the Chisina es and should be was alle, by og (or amsistanco to. Hie Toate Goveratianb, ta abeatn shu exile oe 





\d-ed-Dowlel, anid he was invited to St. Petersburgh to 
lice there in Suptember, The 
rust lint with the negotivtions, aud he 














Poscent thom € is bad, 


imals. Inone 





an Sarak: ‘The first halt is passable, the lower tin 
stoop, tnd hing slippory rock whieh do not afford a footing to 
or tivo places it fs narrow, 
8, Mulanir ta, Kala-Tul—Mtoad good to ond of ‘Tang. 
ascont out of the vivor hed at the hottom is steep. 
Kiti-Til fo Chasma Roglan—Ovor the ridge of hills b 
Flys thes track i . 
From Ala Kinrshid oan hour short of Chasina Roglan most of the track is 
ul wants clenrins 
ont Raglan (0 Jare—Krom the eamping place to the spring, road wants 
ng of stones, En several places on the stage there are steep ascents and 
i +, whore clearing and cutting into the hillside aro necessary. 
Foe two ant Boyond the 
kanits inproves ifteen minutes furtive on there are 








refused to i 


















Persia,” 
Raa a Dave wos eel LG lara and. aw 5001 
bly was formed le renewed the agitation ayainst the Belg 
Administration. 
der of cho Moderato party, tho Sinied-Dowluy, Print of ie Assen, 
dest to put a stop to the agitation, and, indeed, threatened at one tiine to resign 
his post if the Assembly persisted in its demands, ‘The popular testing, however, wag 
that, although the majority of the Assembly were probably, in their hearts, of 
-Dowleh’s opinion, they were forced to yield 
first question at issue was whether or uot) M, Naus was a 
There was no doubt that le hd been intrusted by. the lite 
gencral financial control of the He hiad heen made Control 











Nashi 
etwoon Kala-Tul and Ala 





but the short ws the now. 


hn Customs 







































































the tra 





of the Sandu, 
















Douilders in the ror i require ro1novel, as ate : al 
Des ep ani Had tirougtiout, cnesimbered| with large RUGS RRC ote ae ERGO ae wiiek He wanculs ara 
Stoney ATS Alain Nave: tallenetito: dia Ulg tothe SudeteAeaia=lin ad) Wien onnvelsatl OLE NNCe MAMI ALTE ENV Gos 









‘The descont from the last Gardin towards Alwahiya requires improvement. ALL 
others lave een pointed out to the Bakhtiari Sowar 









‘er, the Assembly d ed froin the Gi out a reply to their request for 
as to the general conduct of aflairs—espeotally: finn by the 
iters, M. Naus did not appear before the Assembly, ‘The Finnee Minister, 
hulk, stated in reply torthe Assembly's questions, that he had ny powers 
yan acsountant, M. Naws, hw said, was not respimsible: to 
massaged aha rovided him with the accounts of the Customs 
Administration for the Jast three years, 
1 Assembly was secondly 
on sind they 

















polis mentioned as el 
Tashin sent to accompany mi 
animserais.-Dopilun, two-thinis ruined, Gateway too narroy to admit laden 












aninuls, 





















in the building have been destroyed 
as otherwise there is no protection of 











ceil inane ine using position, Tt lenynded 
the ig Adiniutstration uf the 





nd_an inclosune wall 


by tle 
imal, 


‘earayiti's 














Le but que le Gouv nt Persan avait  poursuivre dans les 
léfinit comme suit :— 


ncquiesoen : vation de certains droits d’entrén afin 
ment Be ation de recettes suffisantes pour lui 
ot les drvits dentrée sur un cortain nombre de produits nécessuires 
Valin peuple et de supprimer les droits de sorcie qui comprimaient 
Vexportation de cortains artic production: 

2, Ohtenir’d Tentrée en Russie un Tarif couventionnel fixe nous garantissint le 

1880 pour les produits que la Perso est capable exporter, 

nméine temps Une Augmentation de nos revenus douani 


o que eos desilerata ont 6t6 réalisés dans Ta. mesure du possible et que le 
nouveau régime donanier quia été fixé par In Convention Rv 6 aussi 
favorable aux intérdts, économiques de In nation qn’ nanoiers du 
Gouvernement, La notion que jo fais ouivve donno A cet égard des éelairetssements 


détal 


seo n'est que vers In 


pr ne somme de recettes nettes sélevant & 
fuont, supéricures de 70,000 tomans au produit de 


sultant dela Convention Russo-Persane et 
une Convention compldtement ile conclue avec VEinpire Britannique avait. été 
fixéoau 16 Zilhudjoh, 1820, Burscil, dato correspondant au 1 (I4) Février, 1903, et grice 
Lune Convention apdotute concluy aver ! Empire Ottoman put étre rendue dspplieation 
ieale, La publication du Tarif gonteva. abord une grande opposition, de sorte que 

is de Poxe isi un valentissoment notable dans 


ie compldtem: 
04), et les affaires co 
Qi pays Ho. Aéoelopy Tn suppression pre 
compldto dist diaiti de sort fignit Ja soimne d 
‘itn quo lo tevienn que Te Gouvernement retirait de ses dousnes Kotis Ye 
igo no tron 
jot (1804-1905), fat n onsible ralentissement du 
roo qui doit dtr nttribiné asst Vion A th stagnation de affaires oceasionnée on 
par Ie yrnurre Russostaponiiee, qui Vindéstsion. intl 
Veépidsinin do choléia qui ravasgen To pays Los roeett . 
pave moins Aa sommo de 2,607,000 tornans, chiftre se it infiriour X celui de 
Hind préeddente, anais qu nin est pass moins ehigore supdrione de: plus de 160 pour 
cont a montint du reve donné par lo formage. 

Poe Vantiée Taneil (1905-1908) les eugottos si mmaintinrent X peu pros au meme 
riveaii, 9,650,000 tomans, nonols Geulto do Ts esque compldte- 
snot tn PA i Jes exports tte substaries firent 

ri de ee che nition de recettos 


ainsi quien lo verra d'aillours plas loin par les chiftre 
osu sucetnet, rp ard 
Si maintenant on réeapitule les ehiffkes des recettes que jo viens d’énumérer, on 
oil, que les sopt andes Wa «s dousnes ont procuré an Gouvernemiont 
ti BL konrours dé recettes ucttes, tandis que les sept années de fermage ayant 
istration n/ont pas procuré an Gouvernement 14 


arcils chiffres, anicin commentaire ne pourrait renforeer Ia 

dginonsteation qui en résulte é 
ApRaL Foi oxfat lex avanti quie le Trésor de Sa Majesté a retinds de 
1s rGonwantsation des do il est essentiol dex: As ont été pour le commerce 
formes apportées par VAdininistration aa régime douanier 
‘existait auparavant, réformes qui se comstrisent yak In suppression des douanes 
te par lasuppression de la plupart des droits de sortic. C'est 4 la statistique 

ls qu'il Faut-recourie pone en faire Ia " 

chankhan-il, premitre année durant Inquelle il fut possible de. faire dresser 
sin stitistijyue commorciale sérieuse, kn valeur des inmportations s'est dlevdéed 255,380,057 


Wt 


Krans ct celle des exportations 4 147,923,165 krans, de sorte que les impoftations ont 
représenté 64 pour cent du commerce général et les exportations soulement 36. pour 
cent. 

‘Nous nous trouvons alors sous le régime des octrois ot des raghdaris dont la charge 


venant sajouter A celle des droits de sortie constituait un véritable obstacle au 
Aéveloppe 


ni due, ainsi que je Vai dit préeé- 

Jes_négociants) sabstinrent, de 

is par contre les exportations augmentirent sonsible- 

ment, passant de 180,597,787 krans A 189,020,079 kan ce qu reprinente un arrose. 

ment de 88,422,322 krans, on 25 pour cent, et ce qui justifiait les espéranices les. plus 
optimistes fondées sur la réforme décrétée par In Loi AG Zilbadjeh, 16 

Les résultats de Vannée Taviebkban-il offrent un intérdt tout spécial en raison du 

fait que cette année est la premidre pendant laquelle le nouveau Tarif résultant de In 

Convention Russo-Persine a été mis en vigueur, 


parce que je sevais que le nouyeau 
00 ot jfavais la conviction que, at 
ual Persan tie ponvait que se développer cons 
nts démontrdrent que je ne m'stais pas tromps, puisqne lea 
prouvent quo le nouveau Tarif donna, tant aux importations 
quiaux exportations, un prodigieu essor, 

De 462,462,743 krans, en Barseil, le commerce général Pergan atteint 
689,810,662 krans, une augmentation de 177,947,914 krans, ov 38 pour cent sur Tunnde 
antérieure 

Durant: Yannée Loui-il fo commerce souflrit do Ia guerre Tusso-Tapouaigg et des 
troubles qui en résultdrent ; do plus Te choléra caust dealement un rilentissement 
sensible dans les affaires, de sorte que le total du commerce extériour n'atteignit plus 
que 597, 


s co ralentissement causé par des cirvonstances exeeptionnelles ot absolument 
tes des modifistions appriges au, Tost dos Douanes, ne mest hewrowement 


plus manifesté l'année suivante, Hani, luquelle donue— 


Krams. 
Pour los importations. vs 2 $86,461,001 
exportation 45 1 203,183,981 


Soitau total 


Tn suppression des fermages des douayies. ot 
1 Geonomique du pays par In nouvelle Admini 
ur de la Perse s'est considérablement développs, 

ans, les importations de produits étrangers en Perse sont passées de 

259,380,057 krans & 386,463,091 krans, présentant une augmentation de 131,088,034 

krans, ou 68°76 pour cent, 

Darant la méme période 1a valeur des produits Persans vendus  étranger eat 
passde de 147,823,165 Kraus A 203,143,931 krans, présentant une augmentation de 
145,820,166 krans, ou 99 pour cont, eest--dice que les exportations Persanes on six ans 
‘ont presque doublé, 

‘Aucun pays d'Europe n'a vudane un délai aussi court ses exportations #0 développer 
ans de pareilles proportions, 

Et tlse trouve malgré cela des gens qui continuent a prétendre que Adminis 
tration des Douanes A ruiné le commerce Persan. C'est de Vnconscience ou do la 
mauvaise foi. 

Nous ayons dautant plus liew de nous réjouir des résultats obtenus que, grace au 


p77) 22 












nouveau Tarif, 


s exportations se sont @éveloppées plus rapidement que les impor- 
tations, ce qui, comme votre M 


sté le sait, est absolument indispensable pour Ta 
ortionnelles des importations et des 































meat fasse tout ee qui est en som pouvoir afin de 
i région du Kho 
un do Ta province 


ateurs do cette. régi 






















‘ucurs opposent A Texportation ne 
uur Vétranger la partie de 





ont pas d'avnit la cert 
<ehilenst les hesoins Io 
ation existe dans la Proyines 





nichali eb sins doute encore 











(i du mouton, pourrait étxe eonsidé 
ions si, au Tiew de 
‘on Te fayorisait 
suvernements Europécus. 

plus étonda que ce 





tun contingent important 
“comine on Te fait sur 
Vexeinplo do ce qui est: pratiqué par tous tes 
o possbde un territoire qu 
uno population quatee fois moins nombreuse, de sorte que, bien 
fiuning, sos habitants: peuvent faire produ 
‘drGales ot d'autres produits dont Mexportat 
artivat an Gouve 
dine temps do mettre en any 
Viauclioration dea routes et parvenir & In consteu 
nottrs enfin A lv Perse de 














sol d’énormes quantite 
Tour assurerait de véritables richesses. 
sor toutes lea initiatiy 
tous les moyen d'wetion dont il dispose 
ion des chemins de fer 

ses ressources 














minidves disor don 





unit Jaquello se tronve maintenant p 
6 st hate sigesse votre Maj 
essaire pour donuer la prosperité an pouple que Diew a 


























Sir CL Spring Rice (0 Sir Edivardl Grey. (Received March 18.) 





ry Tehran, February 24, 1907. 
JNFORMATION whieh is helieved by the German Legation to he auth 
Vo the effect that Gorman subje 





ween murdereil by Kurds. at 
: ervian subject lins heen murdered at: Yezd, 
jwotod Myjtehed, Agha Nejefi, threaten 
Mission, and severe 

‘of {Hie National Assombly iy. distinctly: an 
Uotermined popular dh 











‘The weneral tone 
foreign and the dismissal of th 
lomanil, At several pi 
Tocn constituted auninst the Linperial Bank, which, however, 








wns the rosult of a campaign has 





ment, 1 have by 

‘Pehran ty prevent any outrages 
ious lenders, as well ns the 

to pruvent any sieht 





Ty spite of the varions signs of am ant 
the ovident dosire of the Ieadors in 
in Persin, and Thave no doubt whatever that the great r 
raiment, will do-all i their pow 
fully aware, ninst Tent 0 
sunnier to this effet whi 

‘AC He sinaio time there fs uniloubtedly 
ei is Nnsed on tiorsons 
And it is cviilen 
Hanse Tankerta fil nriner stn 








T linge received continual 








h V believe to he wenuine. 
astic movement, especially 
eis iiar Sovereign) whieh 
i, who has already, 
nv and support in 








may easily leat te 
‘owed so titel to Tis 
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his present troubles, And apart from the natural sympathies of the Russian Govern 
‘ment fora monarch in distress there would be undoubtedly a considerable degree of 
danger to Russian interests in the Caucasus in a successful revolutionary uprising at 
Tabreez. 

Thave frequently spoken to my Russian colleague on this question. He is naturally 

much impressed by the warnings which reach him from M, Naus and the entourage of 
the Shab, as well as from his agents at Tabreez and Resht, At the same time he is 
quite determined to avoid all appearance of intervention, as long as intervention is not 
justified by a direct attack on Russian lives or property. 
T think, however, it would be as well to be prepared for eireumstances under which 
the patiense of Ruscin may be exhausted. M. Nous, who has so fuihfully served 
Russian interests for so Jong in Persia, has been dismissed, The Shah, who is, par 
excellence, the protégé of Russia, is seriously threatened. — Russian concessions are 
Continually the subject off attacks in the Assembly, ‘Tho border Province of Azerbaijan 
js in a scarcely veiled state of revolt. 

Tam convinced that the best policy in the interests of Europeans in general is one 
of abstention from interference in domestic polities, and of general sympathy in the 
Gifficulties through which Persia is now passing, Ido not believe that, unless Europeans 
‘Show a decided intention of interfering with them, Persians will interfere seriously with. 
Europeans, But it is as well to be prepared for all eyentualities, and it is. not 
































impossible that circumstances may arise which will necessarily lead to Russian 
intervention, 
Thaye, &. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-IICE, 
{8663} No. 191, 





Sir ©. Spriny-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 18.) 





o.32) 
Tehran February 24, 1907. 

I MAYVE the honour to incloso heroin translation by Mr, Churchill of tho 
Charter of the National Bank of Persia,° together with a Memorandum on certain 
points connected wit 

‘his Charter does not become valid nk has been able to produce the 
necessary capital. Under these circumstances it is not improbable that application 
will be made for foreign fina: aan hanker (Herr Gutmann, who 
is known to Lond Cromer) ix expected to arrive. shortly, and it is genonally believed 
that he will be approached on Nebalf of the National Bank promoters. “It is also. 
stated that the Persian Government intend to establish a financial ngeney in Berlin, 
and, according to trustworthy information, confirmed by the French Ambassador in 
St. Petersburgh, the Persian Minister in’ Paris lias mide informal applications to 
French bankers for fin: 

Yesterday, Mr, Churchill, the Pres 
actually suggested the possibility of financial assistance from Ey 

T would venturo to call your attention to the fact that, from a financial point of 
view, the offers of the National Bank might appear 6 to the foreign investor, 
for the bank holds the oxelusive right to all concessions in Persia, aud partnership in 
the bank would entail the 7 1g possibile conce: 
sions the most attractive is that for the irrigation of the Karun Valley, [an fand 
from the Dutch Minister that the Moin-ut-Tujjar, who is the Agent of the Sheikh of 
M has communicated to the Dresdener Banks eopies of plans and estimates 

lative to this enterprise, which he obtained at Alnwaz. 

You will observe that under existing ci 
concession is through the National Ba 
Capital, and that it would be casy for a foreign bank to pay olf the debts of the 
Persian Government, i current account, to the English and (ussian banks, and thus 
obt ‘an annual sum as interest on these debts amounting to about 90,000/, a- 
sshich would supply the National Banks with sifliciont resourees to cover th 
expenditure. 

‘he position of the Tmnperial Bauk would be seriously threat 
proceeiding, as their profits ans largely due to the finterst yal to th 
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sans perdro plus de temps commencor 2 travailler pour former le Syndicat de 
Banquiors. ‘ 
faut agir maintenant pour devancer et contrecarrer les projets et démarches 
‘Allemands,  Voili la situation dans Inquelle se trouve Vaffaire actuellement, et quid 
‘cause de plus de retard pourra nous écliapper bon et bel. 
Veuillez, &e. 
(igné) 








E, pz STURLER. 








Tnclosuro 3 in No. 191. 





Suggestions formulated by Sir C. Spring-Rice. 





NOUS sommes, aprds Gehange do vues avec les Ministres d’Angleterro et do 
Tiussie, d'ayis que le moment, nest pas tris favorable de faire directement au 
Gonvernomont Persan des propositions pour obtenir la Concession d’Ahwaz, vu le fait 
que In Constitution Persane défend toute Concession Gtrangére sans consentement du 

arloment, et quo lo sentiment populaire se déclare de plus en plus contre toute 
Ingéranco dtrangiro. F ane: 

‘A ménio. temps nous eroyons de notre devoir Wappeter Tatfention de, noe 
Gouyernements au fait que In chartre de Banque Nationale lui donne le droit exclusif 
do toutes concessions. i a 

Ta chartro ne peut pas étre miso en viguour avant que In Banque Nationale a 
donné prouye de la possession dun capital suflisant; nous avons raison N eroire que Te 
groupe Alleman est prét A fournie ce capital, et en change reecvotr des partefpations 
fx troits de concessions, 

Dans ecs eirconstances il nous paralt désirable de saisir le Gouyerne 
Ahune proposition avant que tes Allemands sont en sedne, j 

Dans In situation actuelle en Perse il y a beaucoup des difficultés pour obtonir ta 
Goneession ot pour son exploitation, 
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Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 18.) 





me ‘Tebran, February 27, 1907. 
” | HAVE the honour to inclose herewith an interesting Memorandam prepared by 
Mr, Churchill on the subject of the proceedings of the National Assembly. 

In the course of the last month the Assembly has tried conclusions 
Sovereign, and has been markedly successful, It demanded the dismissal of M. 
and M. Priem, the two principal Helgian employés of the Government, and the formal 
recogaition of tho fat that the Persian Monarchy vas ‘constitutional ” and * Timitod. 

emnils were complied with. . t 
anteater that ie Shalt yas fuduecd to yield by the alarming, news which 
rexcliei! lim fron) all quarters—especially from ‘Tabreez—as_ to the probable conse. 
quences of a roltsal on his part. IC is also stated. that His Majesty has reccived 
Airings to the effect that a association of * fodavi,” or “devoted persons,” exists 
Willi the wowed object of imitating the policy of the ancient Persian sect of 
sss Mie Assenibly shoved muich determination, ‘The members waited all day, mostly 
fn silence, for Ute Shah's answer, and. refused to, allow any one to leave the House until 
ite arrival which did not take place fill late in the evening. Tn the garden outside the 
House n crovwl of about 8,000 porsons waited all day in perfeet order, and on the arrival 
‘of the Sal's messenger burst into prolonged ch he merchants wore prepared to 
lose the bawiars, and constant telegraphic communication was kept up with the 
Popular leaders in the provinees.. ‘The arrival of the Deputies from ‘Tabreez was the 
Waal for a zrcat popular manifestation, and they were given almost royal honours. 
Tam told liy: an eye-witness that the approaches of their lodgings were erowded with an 
eager throng waiting for an opportunity of kissing their garments, . 

‘he great Mujtelieds, although their popular sympathies are supposed to be Tuke- 
var, have also played their part, and sermons have been preached in the Mosques 
appealing to the patriotism of the Persian pe Thaye the honour to inclose transla 
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ion of an address by Sayed Semal, which, Tvontre to think nan interesting sign of 
the times. 

Tt must not, however, be assumed that the popular movement, though well 
organized and so far successful, will be proof against the effects of the national vices of 
treachery and corruption, and the want of determination, persistence, and the power of 
organization. What, however, is so far abundantly proved is that a national movement 
‘of a semi-political and semi-religions character does exist and is spreading, ‘Tho great 
Mnjteheds of Kerbela are now entering on the scene, and delegates are being sent out 
from the eapital to the provinces to preach the principles of liberty. 

tisim, of a distinctive Persian type, has always been the characteristic of the 
jevers. ‘The present Shah of Persia has no religious status, and, in the view of 
the religions leaders, no fundamental right to the allegiance of tho Persians, whose real 
chief is no living King, but the twelfth Imam, the coming Messiah, even now present on 
the earth, though unseen. ‘The patriotism of the Shiite does not therefore centre in the 
person of the Kaliph, hut is, or can be, of a highly revolutionary charactor. 

T havo, &o. 
(Signed) CEOTL SPRING-RIOE. 












Inclosure 1 in No. 192, 


Summary of Proceedings of Persian National Assembly from January 81. to 
9 y 
February 26, 1907. 


Thursday, January 81.—In reply to the letter addressed hy the Assembly to the 
Sadr Azam, which was quoted in the last Roport of tho proceedings of the Assembly, the 
following letter was received from the Sade Azam :— 


“Thavo taken note of the contents of your note respecting the introduction of 
responsible Ministers to the National Assembly. Although the question of the dutioa 
of the Cabinet is well known to the public and needs no explanations, it has yet beon 
arranged that for further amplifeation the responsible Ministers who are in office 
should to-day attend the National Assembly, in order that all the Members of the 
Assembly should be aware of tho explanations (vith regard to their introduction,” 





‘The following eight Ministries were represented :— 
‘Mushir-cs-Sultanch Minister of Justice, 








Vezir Afkham, » Interior, 

Ala-cs-Sultane » _ Roreign Affairs. 
Naser-ul-Mulk, . » __ Binanee, 

Ala-nl-Mulk » __Elueation. 
Mohandis-ul-Mamalek ee ». Mine’ 

Vezir Lashker. . +. Representing Minister of War. 
Ezz-ul-Mamalek = 4 ” Commerce, 





‘The President of the Assembly bogan the proceedings by making a speech to the 
effect that the presence of the responsible Ministers was required ecause it was found 
that without their aid the Assembly was not in a position to earry out the contemplated 
reforms in the interests of the nation and Government. At the request of Saad-cl- 
Donleh the letter addressed to the Sadr Azain on the 26th January was read, when he 

yinted out that the Sadr Azam had not carried out the request of the Assembly to 
introduce the Ministers in person. He then questioned the Ministers as to their 
willingness to co-operate with the Assombly and as to their responsibility. ‘The Roreign 
‘Minister, in reply, accepted responsibility, and stated that: he vould willingly roply. at 
any time to any questions on public matters which tho Assembly might put, to. him, 
‘The Minister of Finance, » ready to assist the Assembly to the best of his ability, 
could not accept full responsibility until proper regulations ‘had been’ drawn up for his 
guidance, This, in his opinion, hield good with respect to all Ministries; and the 
regulations could not be made by the Ministers themselves, but must be prepared by a 
‘Committee and ratified by the Shah. 

Several members then desired to know whether there were any more Ministers 
Desides those present, and M. Nans' name was Drought up. Snadecd-Dowleh said that 
M. Nans could not be a Minister as the ation did not recognize him as such, 

Referring to the Sadr Azam’s letter the President said that the request made by 
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the Assembly had not been complied with; they had asked the Sadr Azam to introduce 
the responsible Ministers to them in person; some had accepted responsibility and some 
had not. ‘They mnst wait for a more satisfactory answer. 

Saturday, February 2—The House did not sit, on account of the great Moslem 
festival of  Aid-i-Ghadir.” 

Sunday, February 8.—Two Government Delegates (Mobtashem-cs-Sultanch and 
Mukhber-erSultanch) atiended: on behalf of the Government and presented a letter 
from the Sadr Avain containing the following passage :— 


“The Ministers of the Imperial Government who, within the limits of the 
onsttional lave, ao responsible to His Imperial Majesty the Shab, and! may be 
referred to by the National Assembly, are the following 


Here tollows a list of the eight Ministries represented on the Sist January, but not 
Including the Ministers of Customs, Posts, and Mint held by M. Naus. The Gorern- 
ment spokesman declared that in no country in the world was the Minister of War 
responsible to the nation, but to the Sovereign. With regard to M. Naus he stated 
that the Ministry of Finance was responsible for the Department under 
the same time presented to the House a copy of the concession for the Nat 
which the Shaly was prepared to ratify. ‘The Assembly did not appear at all 
‘accept the evasions of the Government, whose Representatives were treated with so little 
respeet that they were eventually forced to retire, There was m general protest _on 
sides against tie attitude of the Government, and M. Naus was severely criticised. 
Saad-cd-Dovleh took a prominent part in the debate: 

Tuestay, February G.—A new Isfahan member read a long speceh, asking a number 
of questions rezardinie the work done by the Assembly, to which the President replied 
in dotail, Me stated that the drafting of regulations for the different Ministries was 
actually in hand, but that the matter would take time, One of the members then 
reverted to the question of the customs, and. accused M. Naus of dishonesty, which he 
anid he was prepared to prove, He said that no Princes should be appointed to 
Ministries or Governorships, With regaril to M, Naus, he enumerated a long: list of 
accusations, and laid nt his door the banding over of the Meshed-Seistan telegraph line 
to the Russians, Another member strongly advocated the degradation of M. Naus 
from the post of Minister, and a heated discussion followed. The President, after 
repeated altempts (0 call the members to order, and after impressing upon them the futility 
of wasting tlicir timo on the denunefation of M, Naus, eventually lost patience and lett 
the Assembly, A. scene of much disorder ensued, in which the spectators played a 
prominent part, ealling won the Depiities to resin, ' he President eventually returned, 
When order wns, gradually restored, and tho. Regulations and Election Laws for. the 
Sonate were road for the first tine. At the close of the sitting the spectators mado a 
omonstration outside, and passed a Resolution not to allow the President or the 
mombers to leave the House until they should haye promised to vote at the following 
itting for M. Naus’ dismissal, ‘Pho Prosident then appeared at the top of tke stairs, 
and stated unequivocally that he for one would never make selva promise, M, Naus 
dismissal would not, in his opinion, be in the interests of the nation, and he was there= 

it, ‘he erovd then dispersed. 
Thursday, February 7-—Saad-ed-Dowleh and the Mujtehieds, as well as the principal 
merchants, were not present, as thoy were obliged to attend at the telegraph office to 
communicate with Tabrees, where a popular demonstration was in progress, in sympathy 
with the Assembly, for the parpose of strengthening their hands against the obstruction 
of the Government, ‘The House devoted the sitting, 
































































































in the Caspian, and they were 
joining room, where their complaints were 








eventiially induced to proceed to an a 
investigated, 

‘On Friday, the Sth, the Tabreez Deputies arrived. 

Scvurday, ‘February 9—he sitting was held with closed doors, ‘The Tabreez 
mombors took their seats. ‘The House was composed of $2 members, 56 for Tehran 
and 26 for the provinces, ‘The state of aifairs at Vabreez was discussed, and after 
‘tu longthy debate: a letter was addressed to the ist of demands. 
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The letter urged the granting without. delay of the, demands of the people in orde 
to quell the commotion at Tabreez, which threatened to spread to other parts of the 
province, or even to Tebran itself, ‘The demands were as follows :— 


1, An interpretation of the word “constitution,” as understood by the Government. 

2, Number of Ministers to be fixed at eight, which must not be exceeded, except 
in case of need, when, by order of His Imperial Majesty the Shah, and by approval of 
the National Assembly and Senate, an increase or deeronse may be made, 

3. All other persons having the title of Minister to be deprived of the same, 
‘The honorary title of Minister to be discontinued, with tho exception of the Minister 
of the Court, Further, the acceptance of the responsibility towards the National 
Assembly on the part of those eight Ministers 

4, No forcigner to be given the post or title of Minister, 

5. Provincial Assemblies to be formed in all the provinces, in aecordince with 
regulations to be made for them. 

6. The dismissal of M, Naus and M. Priem, who are not to be permitted to 
interfere in Customs affairs; and the detention Of M. Lavers temporarily at Tabreoz 
instructions should reach him, 

. Dismissal of Saad-ul-Mulk from Government employ, 























Sunday, February 10.—The sitting was again hield with closed doors, A Governe 
ment Delegate attended with an auswer from the Sadr Azam. ‘The Shah required 
five day's in which to consider the points raised, A great deal of discussion ensued, and 
eventually thie Government Delegate left to report to the Shah, and retuned at 8:30 with 
the following letter : 


“T have taken note of the debates of the Assembly regarding the statements of 
the people of abrecz as reported by Mukhber-es-Sultaneh, and T have submitted 
4 Report on the subject to His Imperial Majesty the Shah, Tn view of the fact that 
His Imperial Majesty's desire has always been to help the progress of the affairs of the 
nation and {o satisfy: the wishes of his subjects, aud in view of His Imperial Majesty's 

snd the complete unity which His Importal Majesty: his always 
ual member of the ion for its prosperity and welfare, Hig 
































the posts of Minister a 
intrusted.to them, and His Majesty's orders will be comniunieated to thom, [have the 
honour to write, for your information, that, in accordance with the Royal commands, 
from this date fioy will not ho in the gorvieg of tho Customs, 

(Sealed) “Mushis-ed-Dowleh. 


“Further, I write that M. Layers has been ordered to remain at Tabreca until an 
arrangement is made for an inguiry into the Customs accounts, 
(Sealed) “ Mushit-ed-Dowleh,” 


At the same time the Government Delegate stated that the Shah would not 
accept the word “ Mashrouteh” (ic, limited monarchy), but was. preparod to. authorize 
the use of the word “ Masbroueh ” (i,¢,, constitutional), Saad-ed-Dowleh informed tho. 
public, who were clamouring outside for nows, of the result attained, hey reevived 
the news of the dismissal of Messts, Naus and Priem with enthusiasm, bul insisted on 
the word “ Mashrouteh.” As it was getting late, the Mujteheds proposed to adjourn 
the sitting until the followings day, to discuss the anawer to he givon to the expectant 
populace at Tabreez, and to give n decision with regard to the words * Mashrouteh” or 
“Mashrouch,” ‘This was eventually agreed to, and the House ros 

Monday, February 11.—The following letter was aldressed by the Assembly to the 
Sadr Azam 


“Tt is obvious to the Government and the nation that a8 soon as the National 
Ascombly was formed a Constitution” (the word is translated in Persian hooks ant 
newspapers  Mashrouteh "] was framed, and, according to a Firman signed by His 
Majesty, the limits of the Constitution were fixed. Tt was stipulated in the same 
Firman that the Assembly and the Government should co-operate in consolidating the 
foundations of the monarchy, organizing the Government Departments, and providing 
for the welfare of the people. 

toaWoceanta. of the cxcltemant ab Tabicen, ‘Tehran, aa oliewlioto' iui thateople 
think the Government is not giving sufficient support to the execution of the 


{aziz} 3B 


















































186 





constitutional laws, and they attach importance to the ‘Masbrouteh,” because this 
word Ins previously been inserted in the official notice issued at Tabreez, ‘The 
Assembly’s efforts to explain the facts to the people have proved futile, and it is now the 
common belief that, i cinl Reseript using the distinet word ‘ Mashrouteh" is not 
sued, the Government officials will not consider themselves bound to carry out the 
constitutional las 

“We therefore request your Highness to sitbmit the matter to His Tmperial 
Majesty tie Sha, in order that His Majesty may be graciously pleased to allow the 
Word in question to be used in connection with the Constitution, and thus remove the 
anxiety of the people. 















‘Whe folloniog paper was sent as an inclosure:-— 





“The dynasty will remain for ever in the family of His Imperial Majesty 
Mohammed Ali Shah, In accordance with the Imperial command, the Cale ie 
will he in the male line of the Royal Family. His Imperial Majesty Mohammed Aft 
Shah will give every support to the yrork of perfecting the Jaws of the limited monarchy 
which have heen approved of hy the Assombly and signed by his late Majesty. ‘The 
Assembly is now drawing up. regulations for amplifying ‘the lans respecting the 
provineial Assemblies. ‘They will he submitted to Mis Imperial Majesty for signature, 
and will then be put into exeention,”” 











‘The Shah had been apparently thoroughly frightened, and it fs reported by an 
witness that when these documents were read to His Majesty he asked for the 

Jaring that the dynasty will remain for ever in the family of Mohammed 
sani carefully placed it in his purse. On the same day (ie, the 11th February) 
the following Reserint was isstied 














fighnoss the Sale Azam, “The Castle of Gutiston at Tehran, 
“Wo have already issued « Reseript announcing that our gracious good-will for the 
nv of the fulllment of the Articles of the constitutional Inws, the signature of 
uursclves obtafued from his Inte lamented Majesty, is greater than the nation 
can conceive, Tt is evident that on the very same day when the Firman of his late 
Jamented Majesty was issued, and it vas commanded that a National Assembly should 
be formed, the Persian Government joined the number of Nmited monarchies® and 
ducame constitutionaleh ‘ho « tlie Government was that the necessary laws for 
tlie r jstries and Government Departments and Local Committees 
should hy drawn up in accordance with the laws of the Prophet, and then be put into 
exeeuition, 
Communicate the original of this our Reseript to their Reverences the Chief Priests 

and die Members of the Assembly. 
[in the Shuts hanc 













































No mention has sines been made of the other five demands made by the Assembly 
‘on the Ath February, and the people are apparently satistied by the granting of the two 
principal ones, On’ the 12th February the Assombly held a short sitting, at which 
Sauieed-Dowleh presseit for the Fe the Belgians employed in Persia, This 
provotal va strongly oppost by the President, who Matted Sand-ed-Dowleh for pushing 
his personal spite too fi 

sinday, February Vath sitting was devoted to the reading for the first time of 
1 Bill dealing with the Municipal Assomblies in gencral. ‘The document was voluminous, 
‘and took two hours to read, A telegram was then read’ from Bajgiran (north-enst 
frontier), sent to the Assembly by sone Persian subjects, bearing witness to the sale of 
Persian women on the Russian bousdaty. As this matter hind already been, brought up 
by: thoxe who pressed for th real of the Governor of Klorasan, it was Lookell upon as 
conclusive evidence, and created much sevsat 

Tuesday, Febriary 19.—M. Naus was again under discussion, and several speakers 
stated that, though he and M, Priem tnd been dismissed, they: stil interfere in the 
alairs of the Customs. -M, Tavers, they sai, had already left Tabrecz, though the 
House hind been promised that he would Ve detained there. Tt was decided to interpellate 
the Minister of Binance on the subject of the Customs, and to ask for his presence at 
the following sitting, Saad-ed-Dowlch read a letter adifressed to him hy a lady at 
Kazvin, who sont him her jowels and ornaments, the proceeds of He sale of which she 























































* Tho Arabic word * Moshonat 
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inna, ia used, 
used. 


The actual word *coustitution” 
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wished to subscribe to the National Bank. The speaker seized the opportunity to 
earnestly advocate the formation of the National: Bank, without which, in his opinion, 
no reforms eould be brought abont, He urged the necessity of advancing the mone} 
required by the Government, and asked the provincial Members to telegraph to their 
constituents for immediate subscriptions. ‘Telegrams were accordingly sent, Saad-ed~ 
Dowleh told the members, in a loud voice, that the Europeans said they Persians were 
beggars, and could not collect. the money required by the Government. It was their 
duly to show the Europeans that they could, At this juncture a letter was received 
from the Sadr Azam, which was read aloud. It stated that the Government was greatly 
in need of the funds promised by the Assembly, and for which the National Bank's 
Concession had been granted, One of the Tabreez Members pointed out that the 
Assembly must know for what purposes’ the money was required, and it was decided to 
ask the Minister of Finance to give the desired information when he should appear at 
the House. 

Thursday, Febrnary 2.—The Minister of Finance (Nase 
He was questioned principally by— 































Mulk) was presents 






ed-Dowleh (the originator of the anti-Belgian campaign), 


Mohammed Ismail 
Merchants, 










Hajji Main-ct-Tujjar 
Hajji Amin-uz-Zerb 







‘he Finance Minister said, in reply to questions, that M, Navy and M, Priem were 
actually dismissed from the service of the Persian Government, He was not aware that 
M, Naus interlered fn the affairs of the Customs, or that he wave instructions to M, Quinet, 
arlio had heen appointed temporarily as Acting Director. He dwelt on tho disadvantage of 
dismissing all the Belgians at onco, and, with regard to the investigation of the accounts, 
he endeavoured to shield M, Naus by saying that he was not the accountant, who was 
still employed and was responsible, “He said that the accounts would in. future be 
submitted to him monthly, and that he wont employ inspectors for the provinces, and 
would form a Commitice for inspection at ‘Toliran, The Pinance Minister was 
conciliatory throughout, but some of the Members showed a disposition to press him 
unduly, for which they were called to order by the President, The Finaneo Minister 
was about to make a statoment vith roxard to the finaneos of the country, the Budget, 
and the form of taxation, shen Saad-od-owleh and his followers again roverted to thie 
subject of the Belgians, and insisted that they should all bo sent avay. ‘he President 
was again obliged to interfere, ‘The Finance Minister put the three following points to 
the Assembly before thie House rose :— 



































1, Is the system by which the revenues are collected to be reformed 2 

2, If so, should it be done by a sefentific method, or should the presont system bo 
merely modified 
. If a reform is decided upon, shall it be put into execution simultancously all 
over the country, or shall it be tried in one provines only at first ? 





























Tuesday, February 26,—The sitti was a long one, and lasted from $:20 until 
Tapux. All tho principal Members, were present at vell ay the: Mujtoeds Soyed 
Allah and Seyed Mohamed. | The Ministers of the Taterior an Hngnen ware 
{t had b 






























































the present system 
lar system i 
Kavameul-Mulk liad giv 
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interrupted the speaker, saying:  Nothi 
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coronation of His Majesty King Baward, lias been appointed Governor-General of Fars. 
He takes with him the Karam-ul-Mulk, who will really govern the province. 

His Highne: .1-Dowleh has been appointed to succeed Asscf-ed-Dowleh as 
Governor-General of Khorassar 

“The anniversary of the assassination of Hussein (23rd February) passed off quietly 
in Tehran and in the provinces, ‘There was a rumour that Agha Nejefi lind planned a 
demonstration for that day against the missionaries, His Majesty's Minister took steps 
ina friendly way with the clergy at ‘Tehran, and a warning was sent to Agha Nejef. 
‘At Tehran an unusual number of prisoners were liberated by the people, who, on the 
jorning of the anniversary, cut their heads and beat their breasts in the usual barbarous 
fashion, One procession came to the Legation gates and thanked His Majesty’s 
Minister for the assistance afforded to the * bastis” last summer. ‘The Shab, as ustial 
on this anniversary, inflicted a severe ent on the top of his head, from which a good deal 
‘of blood was allowed to flow. 

Parviz Shahjchan, a well-known and respected! merchant of Yezd, was murdered by 
an unkown person on or about the 1th instant at Yezd, ‘The Parsees, although very 
nimerons at Yezd, do vot enjoy the same privileges as Mahommedans, Tt was quite 
possible that, ey ested, the local clerzy woul! not allow him. 
{o bo punished in the event of his proving to be a Mahommedan. His Majesty's 
Minister, who received telograms from various influential Parsees in India, lost no time 
in making representations, in an tmofficial eapacity, to some of his friends among the 
chief priests at Tehran. Seyed Mohammed, one of the principal Mujteheds, showed that 
hie fully realized the nees which such incidents would bring about if 
repeated or if the perpetrators were unpunished, He therefore sent a telegram to the 
lict priests of Yezd urging them to raise no objections to the punishment of the 
criminal, He at the same time strongly urged the Sadr Azam to insist upon the capture 
of the murderer, 

‘An _ingident i reported to Nave occurred at Soujboulak, on the north-western 
order, whiere a German subject, said to be connected in some way with the missionaries, 
i supposed to have beon killod by some Kurds. Although this report has gained 
tmiversal currency, [is Majesty's Consul-General at Tabroez lias not yet telegraphed 

lie subject, It is therefore as yet uncouirmed, though the German Legation 
Dolioves it Lo be true, 

comucetion with the incident reported further on under Tspalian mens, respecting 

Jeli ani the local Assembly against the Jovts, His Majesty's 

er has, in concert with his French colleague, reinowstrated with the Persian 
ment 

‘On the 19th instant two oF three prominent preachers raised their voices in tho 
mosques and ekentiore against the Assembly, ‘hey said that the laws of the Koran 
Nereatficient for Mostems, and that all true beliovers must protest against the introduc 
Vion of the laws of the infidels, ‘The Mujteheds immediately pressed for the arrost and 
expulsion of the preachers, who, however, took sanctuary at Shahabdntazim, On the 
Ohh instant there were over cighty persons in sanctuary at Shshabdulaziny and their 
inibervare now sil to have inereased to aver 300, ‘The movement ix said by some to 
Hinve beew started and thianeed by Naifucs Minister of War), and hy some it 
is averiboal to, the Zilse Hoth, these Princes are supposed (0 have acted on 
Bolin? of the Shoah | Staded-Dowleh aud some others accuse 
M. Nis of Having organized the movement, he truth will probably get out in time. 


Tabrees, 


After the bombardment of the Kusdish village named Bend by the Goremment 
troops, as repiortod fast month, a number of the baser inhabitants of Uriia proceeded: 
to the vil (6 plunder, and carried off everything portable down to the wood used. in 
the AFthe houses, A-dozen of them stayed top long, anil were killed by 
the returning Kurds. ‘the fecling between Shinhs and Sunnis in the ‘Urmia district is now 
Whe attitude of the Kurds is threaten’ the extreme, though the season i: 

i itants of Boul arc now homeless, aud 

x still hang around the English 

assured Mr, Wratislaw 
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siderable risk, American interests in those regions are now in the hands of their own 
Consul at Tabreez, who has now reached his post, “ 

“The position of the “Enjumon” (local Assembly) hardly seems so secure as it was, 
aorits popelaity so general, Tho meimbers hare ind sovora violent quarrels among. 
themselves, while the senior clergy of the town are adopting an attitude of sullen 
hostility towards an institution which deprives them of much of their importance and 
emolunients, ‘The Russian Consul-General is said to be lending his moral, support. in 

ihe landed pro- 


They organ 
were left in circulation, 


Meshed, 


“Although the past record of Assefed-Dovleh, the out-going Governor-General of 
Khorassan, is one of the very worst, anc he lias been the subject of repeated and serio 
‘condemnation by the Assembly on account of his allexed cruelty, rapacity, and oppres= 
‘sion, as well as for connivance in the sale of women and chiliten to the Turcomans, it is 
interesting to note Major Sykes" opinion of him =— 


‘Phe Assef-ed-Dowleh is a strong ruler, and is an excellent man in a crisis, To is 
fone of the very few strong men in Persia, and T shall much regret his departure, as T 
hall also lose a good friend. 


‘An Indian subject has arrived at Meshed from ‘Tashkent, where Ne hasbeen 
teaching Hindustani to a number of Russian officers for the last three years, 


Turbat-i-Hayderi. 


Lieutenant Daukes bas taken over charge of the Consulate from Captain Watson, 
who lias procecded on leave, 

Captain Tyass appears to manage the quarantine in a vory lighsbanded manner, 
‘A Persian doctor passing through complained of the way he was treated, Me was 
detained for two hours until Captain Iyass gave hin permission to entor the town and 
sent for him to the Russian Consulate, 

Miree Russian soldicrs arrived from Russia with four camel-loads of baggage, ‘The 
Customs official did riot examine theit loads, ag he had been reprimanded on a former 
occasion for examining the baggage of Russians coming from Sarakhs, 

“A party bringing a corpee from Hergt for burial at Meshed were quarantined txenty= 
four hours at Kare by order of the Russian doctor, 


Cuxman axp Eastens Punsta, 
Ispahan, 


‘Phe report that there was a Council sitting at Tspahan for the redress of grievances 
had spreal far and wide, and brought into the city many a claimant, but no ery hny been 
raised so passionate or so insistent as that of the’ men of Velidoun, who ask for justice 
from the family of Agha Nejefi, and have made a remarkable demonstration against 
them, Velidoi is a large village 6 miles from Ispalan, having « selling value of 
20,0002,, and producing crops of the avnual value of 1,400, Some twenty-two years 
‘ago the’ men of Velidoun, being oppressed by the Government, went to te fathior of 
‘Agha Nejefi to ask his protection. He was to save them from sudden and rapaciour 
demands by the tax-gatherers, was to be the channel through which alone their, taxes 
were to be paid to the Government, and for this: service was to content himself with an 
‘annual payment of 121 ‘Time passed, the village prospered, the cupidity of the Sheikh 
was aroused, and he determined to make it his own, He told the ‘illagers that it would 
Be impossible for him to protect them any longer, unless he could figure as the nominal 
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‘owner of the land, ‘They were persuaded to sign a paper declaring the Sheikh to be 
the owner of Velidoun, and from that time they became his bondmen. The rule of the 
Sheikh has been perpetiated by-his sons, who have shown themselves to be eruel tas! 
masters, No wonder that on hearing that the old state of things was past, and that 
they were free {0 appeal for justice to the Ispahan Court or to Tehran, they have now 
defied the Aghas, and refuse to pay them another dinar, ‘The Zil-es-Sultan used the 
incident asa weapon against Agha Nejefi. ‘The villagers, failing to obtain justice at the 
Tocal Assembly, took sanctuary in.a mosque. Notices have been posted about the town 
‘warning suitors that they will he liable to pains and penalties if they take up the time 
of the Council needlessly. 

Myo. weekly newspapers are now published at Ispahan, One of them lately spoke 

violent terms against the Imperial Bank of Persia, 

‘alia Nejefi, in conversation with the Birst Munshi of the Consulate-General, 
talked of the necessity of forcing the Jews, Armenians, and even the Europeans of 
Tspalian to adopt habits and customs more consonant with the respect due by them 
to Moslents. 

‘Mic Jews were in rent trouble at Tspahan at the beginning of February because they 
Had heen summoned hefure the local Assembly: and compelled to sign a self-denying 
Ordinance providing (1) that no Jew should in future sell wine or spirits to.a Moslem 5 
te Ata Tew ato wk goods for sale within a radius of 8 miles from Ispaban. 
Ht may be that the prohibition to sell Hquor is right, but to forbid the Jew to take his 
pack to Julfe or to the villages oul rain him, of the Jows of Ispahan are 
dovotel to Uis trade and do nothing else, ‘The for the new roxulation is said 
{0 he the excessive freedom with which Jews have hitherto been allowed to enter 
Moslem houses md earry their goods into the anderoon, where the Persian Indy, 
affecting tw regan the Jew as adog rather than « human being, does not even take 
the trouble to veil horself in. his prescnee, and that scandals from such 
a site of things, His Majesty’s Minister, ay stated abore, lias made joint represen- 
tations with his 1 alleague on this subject to the Persian Government, 

Subacquents news from Tapahan regarding the villagers of Velidoun bas been 
reveived! to the effect that a relation of Agha Nejefi who was attached to the mosque 
in which they took sanctuary subjected th mien. 
emoustration wa subsequently made against Aghi Nejeli, when a Koran 
Willi the fingers of one of the villagers who had been murdered was paraded thro 
the bazaars 

‘hulin, Nejef’s brother on the 11th February preached in one of the principal 
mosqiien against the: Zil-es-Sultan, and declared that his Highness was against their 
Assembly, tid had cone to Teliran to obtain the Shal’s ‘sanction to. dissolve 
‘Another speaker addressed the people in the same strain, and called for the “Zil's 
removal, An attenpl was make by Agia Nejeti himself to collect the people the 
following day, in. order to deay up a monster Petition to the ig for the 
Zil's distnissal, he matter was apparently not pressed, as no Per 
Doon nents 


Seistan, 


'The Deputy Governor of Seistan has for the Jast few years been Mir Masoum Khan, 
the youngerson of Heshimot-il-Malk, who has tesiled at Tebran since 190, Momabans 

lta ‘Office ollicial, was sent as frontier officer in the spring of 1906, 
and aimed at being ap ted Governor, Momtahan-es-Sultanch took possession of the 
only house in’ Nasretabad, with a garden which had heen vacated by the Deputy 
Governor on the appearance of plague, ‘The Deputy Governor, who failed in’ his 
effints to got the Momtahan to move, eventually resorted to a ruse, | He the 
Momtahan to visit the quarters he might take up in the “Ark,” or Governors 

Mich, Arriving at the latter place, he was refused adinittance, and so retarued to bis 
taariden, only to find that in, his absence his rival hind taken possesston. | Tn consequences 
of this tneient the Deputy mor was distiissed, and his elder brother Moliammed 
Reza Khan was appointed in his place, ‘The latter was notor ously on the Russian side. 
during the time Mr. Miller was: Consul in Seistan. 

‘An incident las occurred on the Baluch border south-east of Kuh Malik Siah at a 
place called n, ‘The exact boundary would be dillieult to determine, and it is 
possible that cultivation bas been exte Jed over the boundary by inhabitants of the 
Writish side, In Noveuiber last, in conscquence of a report from some villagers of 
Duzdap, the Sultan at Kuh Malik Siah was sent to: settle some Persian enitiva 
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Piran. ‘This he did, driving out the former cultivators and levelling their huts. ‘The 
latter have since been rebuill. Having done this, the Sultan then returned, leaving three 
families of Persian subjects in possession. ‘This is the present position, Momtahan-es- 
Sultaneli endeavoured to make out to His Majesty's Consul that the Russian Consul 
had pointed out to him that encroachments liad been made at Piran by us, Major 
Kennion, who has spoken on the subject to the Russian Consul, is inelined to believe 


that the Momtahan was deceiving him. His opinion of the Momtahan is not al all 
favourable, 


Kerman. 


__A local Assembly lias been formed at Kerman, Itila-ed-Dowleh hasbeen appointed 
Karguzar, 


Sovrmmny Pesta, 
Shiraz, 


‘The merchants of Shiraz having Heard it rumoured that Haji Moin.et~ujjar tnd 
obtained a Concession for a railway from Ahwaz to ehran vit Ispahan, perturbed at the 
prospect of Shiraz being shut out, telegraphed about the end of January to the 
Tehran National Assembly that Shimwz vould subseribe to the National Bank provided 
its subscription were dovoled to the construction of a railway from Bushire vidi Shiraz, 
to Ispahan, 

Several new schools h heen opened of late at Shiraz, ani all aimed at includin, 
French or English in their curriculum, A leading Mujtohed tins, however, deeroed, and 
his Decree has been, printed and posted up in the town, that the teaching of French 

clish in public schools is forbidden, 

‘of the Kavam-ul-Mulk’s: sons recently told. Mr. Grahame that iis father had 
t! rt ing Ue proceeds in, Buropo 
in view of the unsatisfactory outlook in Persia, It is a remarkable fact that, 
notwithstanding the growing inseenrity, laud and honsos are sill invested in by Persians, 
very few of whom have as yet thought of investing their money abroad,” 


Bushive, 


‘The Hamburg-American liner “Canadia” arrived at Bunder Abbas on the 

Ast Fanunt ses of matches, two tnotor ears for tho Kerman Reema at 

r ders anid 100 packages of 

for Bussorah, She then proceeded to Bi ye she discharged onthe 

S35 packages, mostly. of coffee, matches, vermicelli, yold thread, and 

we following day she arrived at’ Bushire with a cargo of 1,630 packages, 

1% of 400 bags of syar, 450 cases of loat-sugar, 450 cies of glassware, 

170 cases of matches, aud 260 cases of merchandize, She left the following day ith 

400 Kerbela pilgrims for Bussoral, ‘Those pilgrims are generally anxious to secure 

through tickets to Bagdad, but as the Gorman Tine has no arrangement with the Rive 

Steamship Companies for the issue of such tickets, the agent of Hhe Bombay: and Persia 

Steam Navigation Company, who has aii arrangement with the ‘Durkish River Steam. 

ship Company, issued them by the German line, ab the request of the agent of the 
*Canadia. 

The local Assombly of Bushire Held a meeting on the 7h January at Govern 
House and heard cases, ‘The Government fuvited a Teading Armenian to appoint a 
representative for the local Assembly, whieh, however, hie declined to do, 

‘The dragoman of the German Consulate is said to have told (vo or three people 
Vushire that the Asreement between the Hambarg-American tine and their agents, 
Woncklaus and Co. states that the former ate prepared to sustain a loss of 
4,000,000 marks over a period of threo yeurs on their shipping to the Gulf 

Reports of a very wild character appear to have heen spread in Bushive concerning 
the Tehran National Assembly, the Shah's attitule tovardsit, and the events which have 
taken place in the north during the last few months, The latest Diary of His Majesty's 
Resident which has been reecived contains the following passage : 


© 4 report has beon promulgated by tlhe Saperintenlent of the Persian Telegraph 
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Department that His Imperial Majesty Mohammed Ali Shah has expressed his 
disapproval of the Parliament and has announced his intention of dissolving it al an 
early date; and, further, that. in view of the above announcement a disturbance took 
place in the eapital in which Members of the Parliament participated.” 


all the small ports of Fars continues to floarish and inerease, and the 
persons enuag erprise have now begun to dispose of their contraband ware in 
the suburbs of 

‘Me four jelies ordered by the Persian Government from India have 
now arrived, They have been named respectively, *Ghilan,” “ Azerbaijan,” “Tehran,” 
and Khorasan,” 

The Russian steamer Trouyor” was in the Gulf in January, She brought a 
varied cargo to the different ports as usual, aud returned with 200 bales of cotton and 
1,000 bundles of tobacco from Bushires She landed ceases. of petroleum at 
Mobammerah, 

Tt has been given out by the local agent of a German firm at Lingah that a 
German bank will ho established there in about three montlis’ time. 


Ab 


His Majesty’ Consul reports that the Oil Syndieate’s agents are at work 
boring at Maniatain, but the work is progressing slovly owing to hard rock haying been 
struck, Ie is endeavour ‘st Mr. Reynolds, the Tocal manager, in his, dealin 
with the Bakhtiari Khans, on whose lands the Oil C rong Bat he romarks 
that “it is difficult to imagine any people more brazentn ith than these 
Bakhtairi Khans.” He has apparently discovered how dificult it is to deal with them, 
For somo months work has bei interfered. with by the dearth of fuel, and 
trouble hing been expe the leading. people of theneighboutlood, who all want 
to make their fortunes i Captain Lorimer adds: “From what Chave scen, 
the Burmah Oil G y served, and they are certainly not fortunate 
hiv all their emplo 


Mohammerah. 


‘Tho Uamburg-American Tiner “ Canadian” took 410 tons of eargo, including grain, 
oil-sceds, and gum for London vik Hamburg, belong to Haji Moi jar and a 
morchant of Bussorab. 

‘An ollicer of the British India Company arrived for the purpose of tak 
of the Shut-cl-Arab anil its bar, AN vessels arrived lately report that th 
pinetically disappeared. 

‘he Sheikh of Mohawmerah and the Bakhtiae disputing with re 
the Governorship of Behbelun, he latter have ¢oll force at Malamir threatening 
Doth the Karun and Bebbehan districts. 


Grsenat Ne 
The Press. 


we papers have been started at Tehran in connection with the reform move 
ment. One called the “Mi ives a report of the proceedings of the ‘Tehran 
National Assombly, and sometimes publishes articles and letters. |Tv Tately published an. 
interview with he Russian Financial Agent, giving his version of the Russian political 
‘attitude tovards the reform movement. The other paper, called the Tamaddun,” is 
edited by a gentleman who was exiled by the Ain-ed-Dowleh to Kelati-Naderi on a 
political eh “National” in its tone. Two new papers have appeared at 
Ispahan whieh are dist foreign, and 'Tabreey wow also has started a newspaper. 
‘Whe Bushire paper, “3 ‘was suppressed fora time, but has now been allowed to 
reappear. 
‘The i,” publi vale Jy readat ‘Tebiran. It is ultra 
Natiounl,” an occasfonally. anti ‘Phe latest numb 
i has rea i 


Bank as the saviours of Persia and talks as if, by a stroke of a pen, Persia had now 
Been restoreil to all her ancient glories. Tt is a curious circumstance, however, that, 
swith all its absurdities, the “Habl-ul-Matin” is widely read and seriously discussed in 
Persia, 


Ezodus of Non-Moslens, 


From Shiraz and Bushire we hear of the exodus of Jews to Jerusalem; from the 
‘Urmin district reports reach us of numbers of Chaldeans emigrating to Canada, The 
«Jadeeds,” or supposed Jewish converts to Islam, are reported to be leaving Meshed in 
large numbers, ‘The only non-Mussulman people who, besides the Armenians, have 80 
far shown no inclination to leave the country in consequence of the grossing insecurity of 
life and property are the Parsees. One of their principal members has, however, been 
Tately murdered at Yeu, as reported above, and if such incidents aro. repeated it may 
influence them’as well. 

(Signed) «GP, CHURCHILL, 

Tehran, February 28,1907. 


Memorandum. 


I have just received the following information from a very confidentinl source 
derived from Court circles and partly from the President of the Assembly :— 


‘A strong party has been formed composed of some influential Kashis, includin 

Yezir Makhsoon, the Governor of the town, Benan-es-Sultanch, the Shah's Confidential 
Secretary, Moavin-ed-Dowleh, Vezir Homayoon, Bxbal-cd-Dowleh, with the object of 
overthroving the Sadr Azam tnd obtaining the’ appointment. in his place of Aznd-ule 
Mulk, the Chiefof the Kajar tribe, an old man of 77 years of age, he Sadr Azain's 
position is very shaky, and the only difficulty is that Azad-ul-Mulk is reluctant to. accopt 
the post which the Shah is ready to give him, ‘The Kashi party has for ils object the 
overthrow of the Asscubly, of which the National party hns already got wind, A party 
called the“ Enjumen Etebadieh,” composed of about 4,000 persons who have vowed to 
support the Assombly and the reform movement at the cost of their Tives, will, if the 
‘opposition strengthens, be ready to Kill the Kashis, ‘The ‘Tehran newspapers havo 
received notice that all their issites will have first to pass the censorship of tho Govern- 
ment, and that the word “ Mashruteh (limited monarchy) must not in future be used, 


‘This will give rise to trouble. 
(Signed) G, P, CHURCHILL, 





[8673] No. 195, 
Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recetved March 18.) 


(No. 47) 


ir, ‘Tehran, March 1, 1907. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 37 of the 24th ultimo, on tho subject of the 

National Bank, have the honour to inform you that I havo just received a statement, 

with regard to the torms agrocd upon between the Govermment and the bank, which I 
Dae Snag 6 a the Gi tho Chartor (alread; 

feoorling to this, the Government, agrees to grant the Chartor (already communi 

cated to you in copy) on coudition that the bank makes an advance of 2,000,000 

tomans. 

(OF this sum only 829,000 tomans is to be advanced at once, as follows 
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ot ich will 
AML revenues of any nature ational Bank, whiel 
charge a.commission of 1 por cont., plus transfor charges. It will pay 4!’ per cent, om 
ices and receive 9 per cent, on debit balances. i ‘ 
nat the Agrecment and the Charter constitute a serious 


. Ostrogradsky, the Director of the Russian Bank and the 
Russian Finaneial Agent, that he regirds the Charter aud the Agreement with 
equanimity. Me says that tho proceeds of the Customs will be paid into the Russian 
nk horetofore ho intorést_ on tho Russian loan is paid in fall, and that the 
al ho paid into the National Bank. He also informed me that “the security 
of tho new loan’ was the southern custome, as it was belioved. that these were not 
pledged, the intorest on tho English loans: 
‘posts and tology 
ris i 
% prs of the now National 
side A 


Ailvinigen tn ‘at 12 por Cont (with an anmial charge 
‘Aly AD 0UNN For HMLGEORL) ee aw 


‘ho revere of the posts aud telogeaphs is: abont, 15,0001, and the normal yield 
of the voutlicen enstoms about 150,000L, so that there is a zoargin for tho interest on 
the now loan (360001), At-the stme time, F thought it desirable to entor a formal 
caveat as to British rights under existing Agreomonts, copy 
honour to inelose herewith, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL, SPRING-RICE, 


PST have since ascortained that it has boon arranged that, after the instalments 
of the Russian loans are pail, the National Banks will reeeive yearly 200,000 tomans 
(40,000) out of the southorn customs on account of prixeipal aut interest-=C. S-R. 


Tnclosure in No. 195, 
Sir © Spring-Rice to Grand Vizier. 


(rinstation,) March 1, 1007. 
TN onder to avoid all possibility of a misunderstanding i ion with the 
financial relations between the Persian Go itish subjects, and all 
questions thorewith related, L have the honour tw. remind your Highness that no later 
Agroomeut or Conventio 
Conventions already ent the 
fornul engagements of the Britis \s which, until formally 
abrogated, are binding upon byth parties in all and every particular therein cone 
tained, 


sss 
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[8674] No. 196, 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 18.) 
(No. 48.) 
Sir, Tehran, March 1, 1907, 
IT HAYVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a letter which has. been 
addressed to the Grand Vizier by M. Naus on tlie subject of the prevalence of smugelin 
the ports of Southern Persia and the measnres which he considers necessary to elied 
it, ‘Theso measures are of a very sweeping character, and their adoption swould affect 
the whole tride of the Persian Gulf, as well as the political status of the local Chiots 
from any comment on this document, which was communicated to mo by 
aus himself, until [ have reeeived the ob ns of His Majesty's Political 
ident in the Persian Gulf, to whom T have forwarded a copy 
Liave, &e, 
(Signed) CEOM SPRING-RICE. 


Tnelosure in No, 196, 


Mz Naus to the Grand Vister, 


Teheran, to 8 Kéorier, 1907. 
DEPUIS plus de trois ans, jai signalé A diftirentes reprises fe danyor qui résulte 
recettes des douanes dans Te Golfo Persique, le Fars et ly Mekran do.¢0 que 
stration des ports est divinéo entre les Gouyerieurs de Bouchir, de Ohiraz, ot 
sick’ y nomment des sous-Conversionrs, sur lesquiels la douano est sans 
action ét dont un bon nombre favorisent ot nicme organisent des Warnes, 
ses, afin de rGalisur des gas y 
. Je Golf Persique devant cotte situation anormale que 
beaucoup de. potits ports sont oecupés par dey sous-Couvemeins ou des Kimm ut 
s'y croient: maitres absolus et qui, contrairement aux droits de Sa Majesté et eontraires 
nicnt 2 Ja Joi, permettent Vimportation ow Yexportation de marchandisos en porcovanb 
des taxos a leur"profit personnel, 
‘dlemuient pas tolérable, et doit absolument étre 1) 
Lorsque VAdministration des Dowianes a été établic dans 
Sa Majesté Mozaffersed-Din avait dom 
out on esporte des x 
ordrs n'a pas 


» Golfo Porsiquo, 
ue tous los ports quell on in 
ire remis i }'Administration, Mais cet 


de petits ports ont pu étre ropris 5 
isle plus. grand nombre échiappent. encore d Mant 
x de garter les principales portes dune iniivon si Mon pout y pénetyer par 
de petites portes iste pias de cardiens pour veillor aux intéréty di maitie f 
Te but du py pport est de aire rnement quels sont 
snition aotuelle et de iontir qui doit 6tre 
8 droits do Sa Majisté ne anus ot viol&s par 
wudenrs, et pour que l'Adininistration des Dousnes puisse encaisser tout 
‘timement au Gonvernemenit, 
oserai d'ubord In situation des reecties. 

Avant Ia prise de possession des douanes du sud par mon Administration, cellessei 
ont été tenues en fermage suevessivement par différents personnages, et, en dernier lio 
por Je Daria Boguhi qui aurait di payer 252,000 tomnans pur née, Mus on sit quo, 
de eette somme, trbs peude choses venait AVéhéran, Presque tout était absorb par 
de prétendues dgpenses faites dans les ports pour compte dit Gouvernement, lequel, 

e compte, ne tonichait presque rien, 
st Vpartir de Zitchkan-il que les principaux ports ont été remis & Adminis 
Jaquelle, pour sa premitre année de gestion, eneaissa wet 18,742 tomans versés 


tomans, In Bars-il les 
ution fut cansée 
qui avail 66 


evtrent plus qua. 404.5; 
par le fait que les marchands n'avajent dabond pas accep te 
deux mois avant la 
cvtte p 
En , jonveatt tart fab mis en ur et aveeptd par le comme 
Les recettes nettes #dlevdrent 3 li somme de 1,061,601 tomins, 


do sorte qu'on mw fit aucune recutte pendant 


ee. 
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En Louiil, les revettes furent affectées par des troubles et aussi par le ralentisse- 
ment dans les affaires quoceasionna le choléra. Les recettes furent également 
affectées par les fraudes organisées pas les Khans et par d'autres individus dont je 
parlerai plus loin. Le chiffre des reeettes 8 $20,170 tomans. * 

Mais. pour bien apprécier exactement la diminution réelle. des reeettes, il eonvient 
de tenir compte du fait que la Russie, ayant établi une ligne de navigation régulitre 
entre Oressa, Bombay, et Bouchir, aecorda le libre transit par le Caucase pour Tes 
mntchandises venant de Bombay pour le nord de la Perse, de sorte que beaucoup de 
murchandises et notamment des thés qui étaient auparavant importées par Bender 
Abbas pour Méclied, lo Mazanderan, le Ghilau et VAzorbaidjan furent: importées en 
Loui-il par les bureatx des douanes du nord de kt Perse ‘ 

On Jluer que de cette manidre environ 140,000 tomans de droits de 
douane qui étaient. perg fcbklian-il par les bureaux du Golfe Persique Vont 
‘6t6 on Loui-il par les bureaux de Azerbaidjan et de la Caspienne. 

En ajoutant cote somme de 140,000. tomans aw chiffre de 820,170 tomans, on 
trouye au total 960,000 tomnans, de sorte que la diminution de resettes due en grande 
partie 2 la frande dans les bureaus da Golfe Persique pour Yanude Loui-il doit. tro 
Gyalude 3 environ 104,000 tomans. Gi 

Bn Th Jloppemont de la frando infligea encore une dit 
Tesquelles ne front. plus qui 














































ution aux: 
te le montant, 









roils pereus dans Tes bureaus du 


importés par les bureaux dur € q n 
on trouve un total do, 40,000 tomans, de sorte que la diminution doit étre évaluée par 
comparaison avec Taviolikhan-il X 120,000 tomnns. 

on Tealitg ln porto sibie par le Goverment du fait de Ta traide dans Te Golfe 
i hoaueoup plus considérable. flict, tous Tes renseignements qui 
urnis tant parimes fonctionniaires que par mes ayents secrets et que par 
‘paicnies de ‘Transports ot de Navigation coneondent A dire que le commerce 
our do In Perse a augment dang de tres fortes: proportions durant les dernitres 


ct qui doiy 
































du nord do Empire 
afle atteignant pros de 





Los statistiques offte 
ageusont pour les six a t do trafic at 
80 pour cent. Or, il ost inadmissible que souls les besoins des habitants du nord de 
Ia Porso so sitont développds A li véritd, Vaccroissement de trafie'a &t6 presque aussi 
considérablo dans Te sud, mais quai, nord ta frande a presque complotemont 

ation de trafic est ne dans 
trafic nous bien 





































































wrens me permettent dain 
Je conimerco Persaan dn Golf: Persique: ents d'un cinqui 
quien wilité los recettes nettos dougnidres devratent dépasser assea sensiblement un 
tuillion de tomans, Ta perto réello causce pine la fraude en Haneil nest _done pas, loin 
Aatteindre 00,000 tomans, ot je regrette de devoir dire quo si des mesures Gnergiques 
no sont pus prises d bref délai, eotte porte auzmentern dannée en année, 
exereice Yount-il fit uarqué par des désortres qui, comme jo Vai Gorit diff 
reprises, ont ett pour eonsdynence de déteuire compldtement le prestige et Pautorité de 
VAdiinistration des Dou le Golfo, par conséquent aussi celle du pouvoir 
central do Teheran; In conséquence en a été te plus grande diminution des recettes 
des dowines, Pour les six promiers mois de Pannée dont je posstde la comptabilité 
eompldte, In diminution par comparaison aveo les six pre Manila 66 
de desorte quill est & craindre que pour cette aundo Yount-il, la perte 
réelle subi ‘Mrésne Persan du seul fat de a fraud par les ports du sud attetndra 
400,000 te 
To erois inutile d'insistor sur "importance de pareils chitfres, Ils sont suflisamment 
Aoquentes, ct je suis persuads qu‘aprés avoir Tu co rapport, le Gouvernement, se réudant 
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‘compte dela gravité de la situation, comprendra combien il est urgent d'y porter remdde 
par tous les moyens en son pouvoir. 

La révoeation tardive de Darya Bagghi, que je considdre comme véritablement 
responsable de tout le mal qui a été fait, et son remplacement par son Excellence Said- 
es-Saltanch, qui est un homme énergique et intelligent qui comprend quels sont loa 
véritables intéréts du Gouvernement, et qui « promis Uaider la Douane en toutes cireon- 
stances, donne occasion de prendre les mesures aGcessaires pout faire rendre 3 YAdmini- 
stration des Douanes Yautorité dont elle a besoin pour pouvoir encaisser exaotement loa 
droits de douane qui reviennent au Trésor; mais pour cel, il fant que le Gouvernement 
prenne des mesures Gnerziques et que ces uiesutes soient exéeuties sans faiblesse ob 
sans Ggard aux menaces de troubles que ne manqueront pas de Taner ceux qui vivent 
de Ia fraude. 

Pour faire comprendée plus facilement la aituati 
carte du Golfe Persique, Votre Altesse y verra qu ctuellement un tres grand nombre 
de ports sont soustratts 2 Paction du Gouverneur-Ciénéral de Bouchie pur ce quis font 
partie Wautres Gonvernements, Ainsi, par exemple, tout le distriet de Tangistan, celui 
de Dachti, colui de Gavbendi, celui de Chipkou, et celui de Gatchine dépendent du 
Gouverneur-Général du Fara que tout Te Mekran est placé sous Ia juridiction 
du Gouverneur-Général de Ke 

Or, il est évident que les Gouverneurs établis A Chiraz et & Kerman sont trop 
ocoupés et ailleurs trop Svignés pour pouvoir faire respocter sérievscment: Patorité 
de Sa Majesté dans les ports du, Golfe Persique, 

Dans los districts précités, il existe, il est erai, certains bureaux des dounnes régu- 
litrement établis et dirigés par mes agents, mais ces bureaux ne donnent pas ce quiile. 
derraient donner, parce quo mes agents, pout ls rains que je viens dexporer, no sont 
pas protégés par les autorités Gonvernementales et, abanidonngs A Tours fiibles forces, ne 
Jouissent pas de Vautorité morale néeessaire pour assurer In perception do tous los 
droits revenant au Trésor, 

Quo dire dds lors des parties de ces provinees ott Ia dounne régulidre nexiste pus, 
Ta fraude s'y pratique ouvertement, parce que les fraudours sayent qu'il est iinpossible 
de los. punir et que dlaillours ils sont d'accord ayee lea sous-Gouvernours ow avec lea 
Khans, qui pergoivent oux-mémes des taxes & lour profit. personnel, 

De pls, Ie seul fait de Vexistauce de ces provinces tion’ soumnises au, Gouver 
de Bouchir-constituo un eneourageme aude dans les autres parties dit 
parce que les contrebandie sito, ih 
punité dds quills atteignont ces petits ports ot nous nfavons pas 

* Le résultat de cette situation normale est déplorable, 1 
Tai dit plus haut, par une perte annuclc de 400,000 tomans pour Te 
s'applique non pas seulement aux ates elle sappliquo dyalement aw thé, aus épie 
ATindigo, et en général A toutes les muarchandises soumises 2, dos droits d'eute 
sans compter les cérsales fraudées & la sortie, Ain 
diro, & quelques kilombtres de Bouchir, 4 Roud: 
cher gu Housh 

Toud-ilch est lo point oft la france est Io plus intense, UL est vrai qu'autretbis te 
Gouvernement « doané Yordre de prondro possession do co port, mais jamais, jusqu’d 
présent, mes agents n'ont trouvé cher Ie Daria Bashi un appli sullisant) pour pouvoi 
mnettre et ondre a exdeution et obliger Hoswin Gholi Khan, le plus grand fraud 
Golfe, & renoncer & sa douane particulidre, 

Actuellement, la majeure partic des armes et autres marchat 
Koweit sont fraudées on Perse par Roud-llch, parce qu’elles jou 
tarif douanier réduit, et qu’clles: pos 





















ni, j/annexe au présent rapport une 







































































it, 











hése vend au 
jh et ailleurs 4 40 pou 





cunt tnoins 

















isos débarquéos 
ent dans ce port dun 
t-arriver sur li roite de Chiraz en quelques 
par la route de Roud-Illch & Kushab, soit par celle de Roud-lllch & Dalek, 
Hossein Gholi Khan de Roud-lllch, frere et asweid de Heidar Khan de Bender-Rog, en 
Gchanye des droits qu'il pergoit sur les mn jent 
fu tpn do tous les ardeos. db 

Kushab, 


















































pout pas toléret, 
: 1 n'est, malhenreusement, gudre meilleure, Les armos y sont 
importées par milliers par le petit port: de Chemak, & trois journéos do Chabhar, qui est 
Je seul port que I'Administration des Douanes ait pu occuper dans cette région, On 
717] 3F 
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térieurement, 
eatime que Yannée dernitre plus de 10,000 fusils ont été tenter ultériourement 
partic la plus petite reste dans To pays, Thutre est destin 
thingue fusil il est: pergu. par le sous-Gouverneur une tax 
27,000 tomans par an quill faut évaluor les revenus que le G 
Be a aidan lag irobal gan ot ae ae Cay ieee eette eae en Te 
maine din seu Gouverneur Gnengigue, ot A6vous aux véritables intéréts du Gouverue: 
ment, toute la edte du Golfe Persique depuis ode DENT Oe oe 
dovons espiérer que, inchalll, nous avs lime en Ia personne de son Exell 
Suidssaltaneh. JE fant que’ lo, Gonvernen sone es ovo goers your 
‘et remettre demnes agents, p 3, tous les ports ott Ia douane 
lt pas encore Gté ciablit on 
‘Tavtes dami-momires ne. aervieont 4, rien, ear les Inelieesréalisgs tar ee 
Gouverneurs frundenrs sont trop considémbles pour quills consentent jamais 
ce Gee DIGG Ae HaRLOePeC ALIBI AUTRGR ST conor pout cela 
in ‘ce soit, car toutes les donanes appartiennent de 


rtés par cette ebte. Une 
eA VAfghanistan, et pour 
de 2roupies. C'est done 
uverneur de Mekran retire 





pour rétablir son autorité et poreevoir ce que lui est dt dans cotto 












Te nouveau 
amps que Tui arrivera 
ie. Jo suis persuadé 

, et slaideront en toutes 






































ix crofseuns commandés 
Co sont de petits bateaux tris. rapide: do canons Hotelikiss, ot ils 


utilité incontestable pour recherclier In fraude et défendto dans tout le 
Golfe Persique le prestige ot Vautorité de Si Majes 

De es cing eroiseurs, Yun sera affeeté spécinloment. A Rouchi, un A Mohammerab, 
uo & Lingal, un Bender-Abbas, ot le dernier servira  Mloquer RoudsHlleh, qui 
comme je Pai dgja dit, est le principal repaire de fraudents, 

Cest:done le moment, ou jamais, de frapper un grand coup:et montroy A tous ces 
petits Cheiklis et Khans du Golf que Sa Majoxté Mohammed Ali Schiah ontend faire 
espeeter par tous ses sujets suns exception aneuno des lois ct riglements du pays, 

is persuuadé que votro Altesse, qui a toujours fait preuve de tint de courage 
at dlnergio chaque fois quil seat agi do Aétondee loa dmite ldtines da Grecan 
deerétera sans tarder les mesures que jai préco dans ce Rapport—mesure 
Je inépate, sont absoloment_indispensibles si lo Gouvernement ie veut pas vor gon 
autorité complbtement détruite & bref délai dans toute la réyion du Golf Pomique, et les 
revennts de la donaue aller en diminwant Waunée en année pour fini par tn simplo 
formage, comme il en était avant Vorganisation de VAdministention, 
Le Ministro des Donanes ot des Postes, 

(Signs) J. NAUS, 







































went est suflisant pour prouver 
d'une honté que rien ne justifie en 

ports di Golie Persique 
us fins ou réels de ces 





qui 





passe prdodd 
nt, faisint prenve du 
fraudonts, et « repris d 
rmoyeinant yaionont dime indemnitéealenlde Waprds Tes rev 
portant moment de ke reprise ila été trompe 
Seer orlaeostlito tNiulibera sete On bande parce que Tes reventis prov 
purtio dun tar dulour que Iu Douane ne pouvait antoriser aprés son 
te diuteo. part yee que les Klints, ards avair e6i6 tes ports: na Gouvernement 
slenpressuiont eusnite daller établir une nouvelle douane particulidre un_peu plus loin 
par des (avifs réluits, ils abtiraient le trafic du port 6d, 
ie (eae in nit li tae Benilee tar et Gouge mement a aceordé aux 
hans uno pension ann 009 tonans sous forme do. réuetion de malin,” at 
en ontre une indemnité de 8000 t trouvé que Ia premitre année de 
In reprise, la donne dy Bondor-Reg a rapporté 1,822 tomans, ot les années suivantes, 
nae commises avec Iv complicité du Gouverneur Heydar Khan, } 
acotttel aw sont toujours restées infériewres au montant’ de la pension 

















































































{8599} No. 197, 





Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 18,) 








(So. 123.) 

ir, uurgh, March 8, 1907. 
M. ISVOLSKY communicated to mo yesterday an. aide-niénoire in. regard. to 

the situation in Persia, of which I have the honour to transmit a eopy, and in which 

the Russian Government desired to ascertain the views Majesty's Government, 

ith respeot to our identic communication to be made by the British and Russian 


ay to the Persian Government with the object of safeguarding tho iuterosts of 
reat Bri 


M, Isv 
similar to 
to tho presentation of an identic communi 
Sir Cecil hiad reported the matter to you, 
I mentioned to M, Isvolsky that I 
















lle de 7,000 tomans, 
ir les penises pour Is 
argent de Bender-Abbas pour payer 


Ii repr 
ottes de 
































snitipliee tes exempl 
mg meme que bi 
{serait on de 





tau fos te Gonsornenent 9 été trompé. 
1 loin accorder une indemnité pour ta reprise des 
ger uw amende des Khans dépossédés pour 
Je suis persuadé quiune amende de 
maple ne reprsenterit qu 
it ilfioitestue eo personage a retirésdu seul tratie 
handises prohibies : 
is les ports du Golfo sous In seule autorité du 
val de pried jxsesion de tous Tes ports a 
je wa pas encore ot6 ctaldie, i importe que le Gouvernement fusse 
1 We Raney areTteayida end eis Ga) engistan. etiea 





eo ind sent a telegram 
hat Thad heard nothing, 
ion, though it was quite possible that 
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sniniiue partie des Dh i 

fraudulenx des ares, munition 
Ins ile Ta 

Gouvenne 

Ta donnie 

expulser sais me} 

Dachiti. 





























ing the information which he had 
beon good enongh to say: that ho would n regard to the measures which the 


Russian Government might considor desirable to adopt in certain oventualities, Hig 
Excollenoy said that he was consulting with the military authori (that, contrary 
to the usual tendency of military men, he found thnt they w ined to ombrk 
‘on any Preparatory or precautionary. measures. His Excellency hoped to let ane have 
Memorandum on the subject in a fow daya, 

Thaye, &e. 


(Signed) "A, NICOLSON. 
—————eeeee 


Inclosure in No, 197, 




































wut. quie son Excellence Siid-Sa ve Tordin de démolir ow de prendre 
ane raja” ow fort ar les Khalantars, les Khans, 
ss pour protéger ot abriter r trafic illégal. oe m ane erate 
dont il Shgit devrait stipulor quien nécossité le Daria Baghi, aussi bien daillours 
cig pica eGH” BULIORY eae WUieGs bir loyes Me! 1q Taree en eax’ Cs latinas 
ae é Vice: Ganvernaurs eoupables dont la 
porte & nt que tous les Kilantars et Vice-Gouvernours coupables ¢ 

Sua Cas anee Hyedscnt apport solont révoqus sans exception. Enfin, i 
fut pniret banit da Boloutchistan le Sardar Seid Klan et tous ses complices. ie 

(6 nfeat qu’d cos conditions: qulou pe rf f deat un terme & ta 
trandle qui se pratique insolemment dans le Golte Persi ilne faut 

































Aide-mémoire communicated by Russian Government to Sir A. Nicolson. 












re do Russie & 
ngleterre et Lui 
ites, dont ils d 






n tlésraphio quiaprts un deliange dev 
iu aujet de ln situation en Porse, ils sont arrives sux 
lorent Win commun accord ie faire part A lours 




















i nents resp 
srg 4 Goi gj par son ini tie Baths ae 
nts Anas Mua gut sit fom, UO vet la gosition. 1. Malgri des apparences extérieures: de 






almé, des indices dan mouvement 
\iroprens so manifestent dans, le pays, 








wees Khans, et pit slosel avernement youdrait 






te Fe 





re pls di ta que Io 







dangereux contre Ja dynastic ot contro les Dh 

















itique irrespectieuse de son 
2. ovement contre le Schah se traduit par une critique irrespectue : 
Pet ye des Uruite persistints Taccusant de _vouloir abolir le Medjliss; e 
dernier est en train Worganiser une milice, afin d’étre prét & toute 6 
s'appuyant sur une force armé 
3. Le mouvement contre les 














Gtrangers ne doit pas oa ou rey 
ala sécurité porsonnelle des misstounaires, des membres des colonies étra 
Beats Fon des Légations; il-n’a pout but que d'éloigner los Européens s¢ 
iLau service du Gouvernement Persan et dempécher dorénavant les Gtrangers de 
sadder dea entreprises ou dobtenir des concessions en Perse. 5 a 
aoe ieee taulauces th. Parloment, In Tessie. et TAngleterte soraient fondées’& 
déolaror an ¢ J tont en Gyitant soignensement de s'ingérer 
ns te jes deux Puissances ne souffriront néanmoins 
‘pas qite lours intéréts dans V'Empire du Scbah soient lésés sous quelque rapport que 
0 sit 
Le bi 
parait n'olfri 
I. do Hartwig 
identique, dont 


























cos gonclusions les Roprégentants Anglais ot Russo & Tél 
Le or eee le par auto. desrable quo Me, Spring ice ot 
iltengment at Gouvernoment du Sehah une déclaration 
olelian sericea bell proowtg a Nowds 

jouvernement Impérial, on conséquence, sera reux d’apy dre 
86 Yoo Cemnartanint Hitapniguod et set ab Gaps Jo eas oti arate 
odjeeions ela part doco decnies, i soit prot A munie Lo finite de Russie 
‘Tehdoan Winsteuctions Pautorisant de so mcttre daecord avec Te Ministre q@Angleter 
on vie do la démarche proj 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 22 Révrier (7 Mars), 1907. 
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Sir A. Nicolson fo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 18.) 

ee ‘St, Petersburgh, March 10, 1907. 
8 ovr id that Tha brought with me & 
aper embodying namenidments which His Majes ernment desire to see 
TRtepilucel 10) the draft Convention te ls rd ie us vie hoe eee coor one 

Ha Iaely communicated to she T have the honour to ineloxe the copy 
aiemnémenre which Toft with his Excellency after our conversa nha conta 
Tinformel M, tyolsky that His Majesty's Government, accepted the prea, o 
Aho dtl Convention, Tn enn to the tracing of he Resin Ii i down in the 
Convention, L wished to amplify somewhat. the obsorvations which I had made to 
him i i ten that point. He ean see that the preamble of the Russian sal 
Convention it was stated that the districts in which Russia and Great Britain had 
pecial interests were those respectively horering on or contiguous, with the Russian 
fronticr and the frontier of Afghanistan and Beluchi His Majesty’s Governinent 
held the same views, and had naturally considered. that the Ru ian zone would not 
tude any portion of the Afghan fronticr; but if the Russian line wero to terminate 
ata point on the Afghan frontior near to. Kushan, a portion of that front et wouild are 
within the Russian yone. As Thad explained Mn a my last Interview on the 
fant, such an arrangement would riecessarily Tend. to as. We we 
py Froaty both with Afishanistan and with Persia to undertake the settlen 

fo dwell po the whieh would. arise hind Power wore to have 
for me teres onthe. Peran-Atahan frontier, Our Convention hind in view the 
Tord ‘of all possible causes of friction; but if the Russian line were left as mae. 
Aumgested in the Kussian draft Convention there would be « continual danger of 
difliculties arising. said that Toul repeat what T hail sail on the 7th satan an 
that was that tho Russian Line should van from Rabb to Zulinr, and thas obviate any 
‘of those serious risks to which 1 had alluded, 1 must tell him that my Government 
Attached exteme importance to this snatter, av as T had said on the 70h instant, 
it ve of small finportance co Rossin, Tut of serious import to. us, and. that. very 
hosubly the Russian Government had’ overlooked. the consilerations which T urge 
ao i fons on the 7th instant, and could 

| Tavolshy said that he recollected my observations on the 7 ya ox 
iene Tomark that he had not himself drawn the line, and that he would examine 
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carefully, in the light of my remarks, the modifications which I proposed. I said 
that I must impress on him that the rectification which I had requested was an 
essential one. 

I think that M. Isrolsky clearly saw the foree of my observations, and, Unough he 
would not commit himself, 1 think that he will urge upon his advisers to accept the 





rectification which is desired. 

I told M. Isvolsky that there was another question connected with the Russian zone 
‘on which I wished to speak to him. ‘The Russian zone included ‘Tehran, the eapital of 
Persia, and I must tell him frankly that. if my Government were to agree that. the 
eapital of the kingdom were to be within the districts in which Russia was recosnized 
as having special interests, a great increase of influence would accrue to the Russian 
Government. Indeed, my Government had originally intended to propose that Tehran 
should form a neutral enclave in the Russian zono; but, aa they wore Geely desirous 
of arriving at a friendly settlement, they were prepared to make a most important 
concession and abandon their intention, but it must be on the understanding that 
Russia engaged not to oppose, without previous arrangement with Great Britain, any 
grant of Concessions in the neutral zones of Persia to British subjects or to those of 
third Powers, 

M, Isvolsky inquired whether the understanding which T suggested was to be 
unilateral on the part of Russia, or whether Great Britain would be disposed to give a 
similar engagement, told him that Thad no instructions on that point, but T would 
mention his observation to you, His Excellency then said that he did not quite grasp 
the reason for demanding the engagement from Russia, nor did he see if ‘Tehran were 

in the Russian zone the political situation would he greatly altered from that which 
existed. Our respective zones were, he observed, demarcated with a view of proventing 
either party. from interfering within the zones of the other, a species of self-denying 
ordinances but why should anything be specially said as to other portions of Persia 
outside the zones? ‘The neutral zones would,” he understood, be left open to. all 
parties, and in his view both Russia and Great, Britain should preserve entire liberty of 
action in respect to them. I told M. Isvolsky that the concession which wo wero 
prepared to make in including ‘Tehran within the Russian zone practically amounted toa 
recognition that Russia had a special interest, and consequently a speci position in the 
capital, and this concession was a very great one, If Russin had a special position sho 
woulil eventually have special influence, perhaps 1 might say a predominant influence, 
which was not the ease at. present, Such an influence might, and we must look into 
the future, hereafter be employed, I did not say. that it would be, but it might be 
employed, in opposing British Concessions in the neutral zones. Russia would be placed 
in an admirable position for exercising such opposition, and we were bound to take 
scourities, in view of any future interests we might wish to acquire in the neutral zones, 
that ler influence and her special position should not be utilized to the detriment of 
those interests, Tehran governed Persia, and this fut we must bear in mind for the 
future. 
M. Isvolsky seemed to understand this point of view, as he remarked, that he 
still did not compreliond why Russia should be asked to debat herself fom opposing any 
Concessions to third Powers, which if granted might’ prove injurious to Russian eon, 
mercial interests, His: Excellency took up a map and pointed out to me how it might 
he possible for Germany, for instance, to endeavour to sccure branch lines running from 
the Bagdad Reilway into the neutral zones, Was Russia to be prevented, if she thought 
such Concessions detrimental to her interests, from raising objections to them? I 
observed that we did not ask that Russia should be excluded trom absolutely raising 
objections or opposition, We had carefully inserted the clause “without ‘previous 
arrangement with Great Britain.” 

Uis Excellency said that he quite understood that, but. suppose that Russia 
wrished to oppose the grant of a Concession to a third Power, while Great Britain was 
fn favour of such a grant; a conflict of opinion would immediately: arise, not only 
between Russia and Great Britain, but also with the third Power, which would cause a 
troublesome and perplexing situation. As regards third Powers, he was vot in fayour 
of their being specially mentioned. I said that I was then to understand that he 
desired a reciprocal arrangement between Great Britain und Russia not to oppose the 
rant in the neutral zones of Concessions either to Great Britain or Russia, as the case 
‘might be, and that we should omit all reference to third Powers. M. Isvolsky said that 
At first sight this was his personal view, but he begged me not to take it as a settled 
opinion, He must ask for a little time to study the question before prououneing on it, 
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I said that of course I had no wish to bind him in any way, and I then proceeded! to 
Article TI. 

T said that we should like a clause inserted that existing Concessions in the respective 
zones of Great Britain and Russia should be maintained. This, I observed, did not affect 
the transfer to Russian and British control respectively of the ‘Tehran-Meshed and 
Meshed-Nasratabad telegraph lines, ‘This transfer should be effected by an exchange of 
notes, which must be signed simultancously with the signature of the Convention. 
M, Tsyolsky made no remarks on this proposal; and T then let him read the two 
gonelating paragraphs ofthe adeomémoire to which T said presumably no objection would 
be raised. 

Tiis Excellency thanked me for the communication, and said that he would study it 
carefully, and that he would examine it with the sincerest desire of arriving at an 
agreement, He hoped to give me a reply to the points which I had raised at no 
distant date, 

Before leaving M. Isvolsky, I said that I hoped that he would shortly let me haye 
the views of the Russian Government in regard to Afichanistan, as it would be necessary 
‘after we hid received them that we should consult with the Ameer, aud this would take 
‘alittle time, His Excellency said that he was occupying himself with this question, 
which ay one of importance, and he promised to let me have a reply without undue 
delay, but it was not a matter which could he settled in a few days, T remarked that I 
hoped that we stiould be able to arrange matters before L took my summer holiday 
about the end of dune, M, Isvolsky said he had every hope that there would be 
no difliculty in our reaching a conclusion before that date, 

Ttelegraphed a short summary. of spy conversation and! of my impressions in my 
tologram No, 42 of tonday's date, 


























T have, &e. 
(Signed) "A, NICOLSON. 





Inclosure in No. 198. 


Aide-mémoire, 


Draft Convention in reguril to Persia (communicated by the Imperial Russian 
Government). 


Preamble. 
HIS Britannie Majesty’s Government accept the Preamble, 


ARTICLE T. 


‘he draft Convention proposes that the Russian line should run from  Kasti 
Chirin traversant Isfahan, Yesd, et Kakb, ct aboutissant & la frontidre Afghane pris du 
pourg de Kulan.” His Majesty's Embassy begs to point out that in the Preamble it 
is stated that, ‘les Gouvernements de Grande-Brotagne et Iussie  reconnaissent 
utuelloment que chacun deux... .a un intérdt spéeinl de maintenir Ia paix et 
ordre dans certaines provinees de Ia Perse eontigués ou voisines & ln frontidre Russe 
une part, et aux frontidxes de PAfghanistan et de Boloudjistan de Vautre . . . ” 
[twas therefore not tinderstood that Russia desired that a portion of ier zone should be 
contiguous with Afghan territory, as would be the case if her line terminated at the 
point mentioned in the draft Convention. Moreover, Great Britain is responsible for 
the external relations of Aighanistan and is obliged, not only by Treaty with the Ameer, 
Init also by Article VI of the Persian ‘Treaty of 1857, to undertake the settlement of all 
frontier and other questions arising between Persia and Afghanistan, It is therefore 
clear that the introduction of another Poner having special interests on the Perso- 
‘Afghan frontier would tend to complicate matters and defeat the only object of the 
Convention, 

Tis Majesty's Embassy is therefore instructed to request that the Russian line 
should terminate at Zulficar, on the northernmost extremity of Afzhanistan, and not at 
‘point on the Afghan frontier near Kubsan, His Majesty's Embassy desires to say 
thut His Majesty’s Government attach great importance to this matter. 
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__ His Majesty's Embassy wishes to inform the Imperial Russian Government that 
His Majesty's Government originally intended to request that the town of Tehran, as 
the capital and seat of the Legations, should form a neutral enclave in the Russian zone, 
His Majesty's Government are, however, prepared to make a most important concession 
by waiving this point; but on the understanding that Russia undertakes not to oppose, 
without previous arrangement with Great Britain, any grant of Concessions in the neutral 
Eats of ae o pate bees or to those of third Powers, His Majesty’s Embassy 
loes not doubt that the Imperial Russian Government will have no dit ivi 
the undertaking above entisned? eC 











ARTICLE II. 


His Majesty's Embassy would wish that a clause be inserted stating that all existing 
Concessions are maintained. At the same time His Majesty's Embassy requests that 
the control of the telegraph line from Meshed to Nasratabad be transferred to Great 
Britain, and is ready to agree than the control oyer the Tchran-Meshed telegraph: line 
be transferred to Russia, ‘The transfer shall be effected by an exchange of notes, to, be 
signed simultaneously with the Convention, ; 

His Majesty’s Embassy desires that the last. paragraph of Article IT be ampli- 
fied; and suggests the following addition should be made: “It is equally under. 
stood that the revenues of the Persian customs of Farsistan and the Persian Gulf, as 
well as those of the Caspian fisheries and of posts and telegraphs, shall be devoted, as 
in the past, to the service of loans concluded by the Government of the Shah with the 
Tmperial Bank of Persia,” 

His Majesty's Embassy desires to mention one more point, If there be any 
question of non-payment of coupons and of the possibility of controllers being established 
‘over customs or other pledged revenues in the respective zones, Great Britain would be 
prepared to undertake the collection and remission to Russia of the due proportion of 
customs revenues which may be affected to Russian loans in the British zone, i€ the 
Imperial Government would agree to a similar arrangement as regards the revenues in 
the Russian zone which may be pledged to British loans. 


St, Petersburgh, Felruary 25 (March 10), 1907. 














(8605) No. 199, 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received M h 18.) 

ern 2y— (Received March 18.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, March 12, 191 

LIN accordance with the instructions containol ia your iceman, No, 64 of eho 
‘th instant, T communicated to M, Tsvolsky ina private letter, of which L have the 
Honour to trinsmit a copy, the proposals of His Majesty's Governmiont in regard to 
the nature of the communication which should be mado to the Persian Goverament in 
view of the recent developments in Persia, Sinco I dispatehed my letter, Sit O. 
Spring-Rice was good enough to repeat to me his telegram No. 64, froin which it 
would appear that the Grand Vizior has givon certain assurances in’ rogard to. the 
Customs Administration and the due payment of the coupon, will inform M. 
Isvolsky of this fact when I next sce him. 

















&e, 
A, NICOLSON, 


P.8,—Since writing theabove, I have received a letter from, Tsvoleky, of which 
[hye the jionour to fransmit a copy. 1 informed his Excellency yestenlay that 
Sir C, c-Rtice liad reevived a reply from the Grand Vizier in regard to. the 
Customs Administration and the payment of the coupon, and which appeared to be of 
‘satisfactory character. M, Isvolsky also alludes to the question of the measures to be 
adopted on the northern and southern frontier of Persia in the event of the situation 
in that country becoming more serious, 


















ALN, 
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Tnelosure 1 in No. 199. 
Sir A. Nicolson to M, Isvolsky. 


Mon cher Ministre, Saint-Pétersbourg, le 26 Réorier (11. Mars), 1907. 

COMME jai ou le plaisir de vous voir hier, je ne désire pas vous déranger encore 
aujourdhni, mais je voudrais vous faire part de quelques observations que je viens de 
tecevoir demon Gouvernement au sujet de la démarche identique & faire par les 
Ministres de la Grande-Bretagne ct de la Russie aupr’s du Gouvernement Persan, 
snme il été proposé dans 'Aide-mémofre que yous avez bien youlu me communi- 
quer lo 22 Réyrier (7 Mars). ae - 

Il parait que, pour le moment: en tout eas, il n'y a pas lieu de craindre du danger 
nx sujvis Gtrangers, ct il serait prudent peut-Ctre Wabstenir de toute démarche qui 
pourrait excitor les esprits contre ces derniers, En méme temps mon Gouvernement 
To ao eache pas que LAssemblée Persane a pris une attitude hostile 4 toute entreprise 
Girangire, _LLserait done peut-6tro utile si les Représentants rapellent, au Gonverne- 
ment Persan que nous attendons toujours une réponse aux communications qui lui 
Ont Glé faites an sujet de Vadministration des douanes et des. garanties qu’il est prét& 
fournir pour que les rovenus alfectés au service des différents emprunts ne seront pas 
détournes, Une parcille démarcho do la. part des deux Représentants montrerait. que 
ous continuons f agin d’un commun accord et que nous envisageons Ia sauvegarde de 
ts respectifs du méme point-de vue, Serez-vous assez aimable de me com- 
Inuniquer yotro ayis i eette proposition ? Mon Gouvernement, jo n'ai pas besoin de 

‘rat tris heureux de stentondee aveo le Gouvernement Impérial sur les 
Hronidee pour protéger les intérdts respectifs dans le eas od ils scront 
Wattonds a cet effet vos propositions qui, je pense, sont 

Mon Gouvernement apprécic hautement Uéchange de Yues si 
mm youlu inaugurer, et 

dans Ja Donne voie 


















































suotucllemont & Peau i 
frano'et courtois au sujet les affaires Persanes que vous aven 
re sinedroment de sa part montrer ane cordiale réeipro 
que nous suivons. 











(Sign) A, NICOLSON. 


Thelosure 2 in No. 199. 


M. Isvolsky (0 Sir st. Nicolson. 


Mon cher Ambassadeur, (Non daiée,] 

DAR votre lottre du 26 courant, vous avez bien youlu me faire savoir que le 
Gouve est avis que pour le moment rien ne menace encore ta 
secur ‘on Porso, et que Wapres Ini il serait pout-étre plus prudent de 
Nabstenir de toute démarehe qui pourrait exciter les esprits contre ees derniers, Wu 
(ws eonsidérations, mon Gouyernement ne trouve pas nécessaire d'insister sar eo que Ia 
proposition y relative de Mr. Spring-Rive et M, Hartwig soit mise nition, 

Quant A la question des douanes, par rapport & laquelle yous me dites que vous 
attondey, tonjoues une réponse aux communications qui avaient été faites an Gonverne- 
neat Rens, jo suppose qin mafentony queleonqu dot sy ery Ta fait est 
qe nous ay de notre Ministre A Téhéran, Lyad peu pres une semaine, un 



































Hégramme vous annongant que le Sadrazam Tui avait fait parvenir une réponse to 
{fait satisfaisante & to note identique des deux Ministres pur rapport aux douanes. 
Mouchir-ouil-Dovleh exprime 













&t6-donnés et confirme le fa 





Porsan) tester 
réponse itentique doit 

Jo profite de cette occasion pour vous pr 
ctuellement Tes mesures que nous pourrions 
vee la Perse, dans le eas of Ja marche des 
éeision ne sera prise A ce sujet avant qu'un. éehang 
dloux Gouveriements et que vous ne soyez & méme tl 
VAngleterre compte entrepronire en cas de nécessit 
In Perse. 








jaires ompircrait. Il va de soi qu’aucune 
de vues ne seffectue entre les 

me faire part des mesures que 
sur les frontidres du sud de 
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En terminant cette lettre, je ne puis m’empécher de yous dire, mon cher 
Ambassadeur, avec quelle satisfaction je constate une fois de plus l'accord harmonieux 
quicontinue 4 régner dans les négociations de nos deux Gouvernements par rapport 
aux affaires Persanes. 
Bien contialement, 
(Signé) ISVOLSKY. 





[8608] No. 200. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 18.) 
(No. 132.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, March 18, 1907. 


T INFORMED M. Isvolsky to-day that, with reference to the grant of concessions 
to third Powers in the neutral zones of Persia, my Government would be satisfied if 
an undertaking were given by the Russian Government that they would not, without 
previous arrangement with Great Britain, oppose British concessions in the above- 
mentioned localities. We, on the other hand, would, if the Russian Government so 
desired it, be willing to give 2 similar engagement as regards Russian concessions. 
M, Isvolsky seemed to be quite in accord with such an arrangement, and said that he 
oped tobe very shortly in a postion t communicate reply tothe obsrratons which 
Thad handed to him on the Russian draft Convention. He added that the military 
authorities were examining the question a8 to the Russian line terminating at, Zulficar, 
but he did not appear to consider that there would bo any difficulty in arranging, that 
point in accordance with the desires of His Majesty's Government, 

T venture to submit, for your consideration, a rough dreft of an annex to the 
Convention with respect to the’ transfer of the control over the two telegraph lines 
between Meshed and Tehran and Meshied and Nasratabad. I think that it would bo 
well if the draft annex were to be communicated to M. Isvolsky instead of aywaiting 
8 proposal from the Russian Government, 




















Thave, &e. 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 





Inclosure in No. 200. 


Draft Annex to the Convention as to Persia in regard to the transfer of the control over he 
telegraph lines betiveen Tehran and Meshed and between Meshed and Nasratabad. 


THE Governments of Great Britain and Russia having signed this day a Con- 
vention in respect to their interests in Porsia, horoby agree that the supervision (control) 
of tho telegraph lino etweon Tehran and Meshed ag. at prosent exercised by the 
British telegraph service shall be transferred to the Russian telegraph sorvico, and that 
dhe supervision (Contra) of the telograph ine Letveon Moshed and. Nasrataad, a, a 
presont exercised by the Russian telegraph service, shall be transferred to tho British 
telegraph sorvico, All arrangements whatsoever which may have boon mado with the 
Persian Telegraph Administration as to the upkeep and general working of tho two 
telograpli lines in question shall be taken over by the Russian and British telograph 
services respectively. Tho Brith sgnalles, guards and. ober its employee on 
the telegraph line between ‘Tehran and Moshed and the Russian signallors, guards, 
and other Russian employés on the telegraph line between Moshed and Nasratabad 
shall be respectively withdrawn on the transfer of the supervision (control) of the two 
lines being effected. 











[8705] No. 201. 
Sir A. Hardinge to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 18.) 


March 16,1907. 
‘THE conversation respecting the invitation of Persia to the approaching Brussels 
Conference on the Arms ‘Traffic, which I had the honour to report in my despateh 
No. 44, Africs, of to-day’s date, led Baron de Favereau into somo remarks, with which 
Tneed not trouble you, about the agitation against the Belwian officials in that country: 
77) 8H 


Qe. 39) 
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‘and the future of those who remain thore. He mentioned, however, that after M. Naus’ 
resignation all the other Belgian officials had wished to leave, but had been a vised 
by the Belgian Government not to do so, and he said that the selection of a successor 
to M. Naus was still engaging that Government's attention. Tt had been hoped at one 
moment that M. Priem might be retained, but this hope had been disappointed 
(I presume partly owing to the dislike felt for thiat gentleman by the present Shah), 
and M Mornard who was now in acting charge, was considered hardly equal to the 
situation, No decision had as yet been como to, but his Excellency mentioned to me 
confidentially that Count de Smet de Naeyer had had thoughts of recommending 
M, Castaigne to the Persian Government as M. Naus’ permanent successor, though, of 
course, with the mere rank of Director-General and not of Minister of C ¢ 
M. Castaigno, whom I knew both at ‘Tehran and in Khorasan, was Director- 
General of Customs in the latter province till the end of 1905, when ho returned to his 
native country and retired from the Pers ‘ce, He is an energetic and, as the 
Belgian Customs officials go, a fairly tactful official, and, although he had ‘several 
ms at different times and for different reasons with both the British and 
General, and on one occasion behaved: with great harshness to a 
ject, whose camels he seized on an entirely nusupported charge of 
‘at Meshed in the summer of 1905, on excellent terms 
ous’ temper, and with a 
good dei donee, ne, if invited to do, s0, 80 
difficult and thankless a wit of managing, the Customs of Persia in. tho present 
chaotic stato of the country is, Fimagine, uncertain. When I saw him last year, lore 
in Brussels, hy said that, although ho had rotired for the present at least, he thought 
ho should not mind going back again eventually to his old duties at Meshed; but this 
was before the anti-Helgian movement in Persia had assumed its present formidable 
proportions, 
Thave, &o, 
(Sigued) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 





(8883) No. 202, 
India Office to Foreign Office.——(Received March 18.) 


India Office. March 16, 
TN reply to Sir, Gorsi’s lotters of tho 26th ultimo aud the Oth instan 
irrigation works in the Karan Valley, Lam directed to offer the followings obser 


lined to hold that the Sh 's viows in regard 

ieossion to. be granted i nored. Tk 
will be remembered that the Sheikh i cous rs about 
the schon, and, whatever view may now be taken as to the wisdom of the stop, itis 
not intel i all tho assurances which Sir A. Harding was 
anthorizod to give him in December 1902 and 1903. In these ei . it would 
seo avisable to suggest to the Persian Government that t 
be recognized and his views considered. At the same time it at, if 
concession should he eventually granted to an internatio Majesty's 
Government would desire to bo informed as to: the de 4, in ihe 
absence of any: objection to them, or of any valid objection 
thoy would adopt an attitude of neutrality. 

Tam, &, 
(Signed) "A. GODLEY. 





{g901] Ash 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 18.) 

(No. 68.) 

(Pelographie.) P. Tehran, March 18, 1907. 
ZIL-ESSULTAN, 


(Secret) Pe 
many years British interests at Ispahan have been protected by the Zilses- 
Saltau, and we have given his Highness many assurances of our support. If Ispahan 


21 


is to be acknowledged as being under Russian influence, I submit that, in noyotinting 
any agreeinent to that effect, we should ask for'a pledge that tho support which the 
Zil-es Sultan has given us in'the post should not militate against the, interests of his 


.__ The Zil-es-Sultan owns large properties in tho Ispahan district, of which ho has 
just resigned the Governorship. He asks us to renew our assurances of protection 
(Gee Sir A. Hardinge’s despatches No. 31 to Foroign Office of the 27th February, 1901; 
No. 70} of th 30th April, 1902; and No. 90 of the 2ist June, 1902), In ordor to 
reassure him, am T authorized to state that all that His Majesty's Government, ean 


properly do to protect his life and honour will be done in the future as in tho past? 





{8918} No. 204. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received March 18. 
eas spring Grey (Received March 18.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, March f 

SITUATION in Persia, barnes 
__News of the arrival of forty Russian Cossacks in ‘Tehran, and of othor detachments 
in Khorassan and Mazanderan, has occasioned excitement her 

From Tabreez I hear that the maintenanco of the Belgian officials in office thore 
hhas caused a strike among tho employés of the Post Oice and the Chstoms, 

‘The Grand Vizier’s resignation, his. son informs me, has boon accepted by. the 
Shah, Vazir-i-Makhsus will probably succcod him, For the presontAmin-es-Sultan 
refuses to return to Persia. 

‘The Russian Ministerhias made no communication to me with regard to the arrival 

reinforcements, I am still of opinion that serious consequences may 
from half measures, and T venture to urge that an attitude of abstention should 
bo maintained by His Majesty's Government. 





(8585) No. 205, 


ae Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
Telegraphic.) P, Foreign Offer, March 18, 1 
ANGLO-RUSSIAN Convention rospooting Porsin. FESS I 
Thave received your telegram No. 10. 
We wish to maintain reference to tho subjects of third Powers in connection sith 


Concessions in British and Russian sph vo Russi 04 i 
‘ticles T and TD spheres (sco Russian text of draft Convention, 





(9006) No, 206. 


‘The Law Officers of the Crown to Sir Edward Grey,—(Reecived Murch 19.) 


ae Law Officers’ Department, March 16, 1907, 
WE were honoured by your commands signified tons by Mr. Campbell in his lottor 
of tho 21st Jannary last, stating that ho was directed by you to transmit to us tho draft 
of the Persian Coast and Islands Order in Council, and to request that awe would take 
into our consideration and favour you with our opinion whether its terms were ft anil 
rope for submission to the King in Couneil for His Majesty's approval. 
fe have taken. the matter into our consideratic ii iene ' 
‘commands, lave the lionour to satan kenge 


Repirt— 
‘That in our opinion the terms of the draft Pe 


Couneil, 1907, 45 initialled by us, are fit aud 
in Couseil for His Majesty's approval 


Coast and Islands Order in 
proper for submission to the King: 


_ Webave, &. 
(Signed) JOHN L. WALTON. 
W. 8. ROBSON, 
























(8952) No. 207. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 19.) 
i i iments to the Under- 
B Under-Secretary of State for India presents his complimen 
seo of Stato for Forcign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 


it i i if a telegram 
h, for the information of tho Secretary of State, copy o! 
forwards tre atad tho 2nd instant, relative to the Karun irrigation scheme, 


Initia Office, March 18, 1907. 
SSS 


Inclosure in No. 207. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 





(Gelegraphie.)_ P. i venta eh IO 
'RARON irrigation scheme, Your tologeam of the Ist, instant. | Pleavo seu, last 
purajeaph of Sir O. SpringsRtice’s despatch No, 11 of the Sr January last and his 
to tho Borojgn Olco dated the 3nd November, 1000, Tt i prosumed that 
y/of rant of foreign eoneession being opposed by Sheikh of Mobammralt bas 
fully considered. We should, havo preferred. to have supported, Sheikh in 
btainig concession, ut if Tnterational Syndicate ig to be granted concession, we 
trust that measures to insuro full epresontation of British capital will be taken, and 
its irrigation onginoors will be mainly employed to carry out works, | Even if 
political considerations aro not to count, employment of British engineers would 
ratified by their experionce in sue mattors. 
(Repeated to Tehran.) 








bos 

















(8053) No. 208. 
India Office to Foreign Office, —(Received March 19.) 


‘MHI Under-Socrotary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under~ 
Pri eos Epslee ‘Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards Jioreith, for the information ‘of the Sooretary of State, copy ofa telegram 
fpr the Vieoroy, dated the 17th March, relative to disturbances on the Perso-aluch 


frontion. 
India Office, March 18, 1907. 
_————— 
Tnclosure in No. 208. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 





(olographic.) P. ‘ no Marsh 12 1007, 
TLIASE rofer to correspondence forwarded with letter of the Sist January 
from our Se in tho Foreign Department : Cases on Perso-Baluch frontier, 
‘Pologram from Captain McConaghey st that, owing to great unrest in Dizak, 

ernor of Bampur, who had started to meet MeConaghey 















duo to news of death of Shab, 4 tomeat MeConay 
0 ant of frontier cases, had to retura to Bampur. At Balu trouble is brewing, 
erent sea along the Mokran border. Persian troops have met with a reverse, 





i ling Sartip, in fighti i lace at Bakhshan Fort. 
vate twenty men, inclusling Sartip, in fighting which took pl 
Pe reap. frontion tuuler Closest possible observation have been sent to 
MeConaghey, 








(8954) No. 209. 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office —(Received March 19.) 

Sir, 25, Abchurch Lane, London, March 18, 1907. 

SM) yy desire of the Secretary of State, [attended at the Foreign Office on the 12th 


i ‘ith Sir El er e points i eI the 7th 
instant, and discussed with Sir Eldon Gorst some points in my letter to you of the 7 
an aan eet sie Ewart Grey required further information and explanation, 
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‘These I supplied to the best of my ability, but suggested that it would be more sati 
factory if I submitted these explanations in writing, which I have now the honour 
to do. 

2, Two preliminary observations 1 would, however, venture to make, in orien, in 
some way, to clear the ground. The first is that the points to which special attention 
was directed in my interview with Sir Eldon Gorst are only the most striking and 
dangerous parts of a general conspiracy against the rights and existeneo of the 
Tmperil Bank of Persia, whether inspired and dicted by the Shab and his Ministers, 
or by a revolutionary body pretending to speak in the name of the people of the 
country. ‘The secon observation is merely to. suggest what lias doubtlom already 
occurred to you who know Persia so well, that the ingenious and skilfully drawn 
documents embodying the new Constitution, and the Concession to the National 
Bank, have rather an Oceidental than an Oriental flavour and origin, and may, withon’ 
impropriety, be attributed to whomsoever might be expected most to benefit from tli: 
resulting confusion, 

3. The first point, regarding which Sir Edward Grey dosired specific information, 
was the manner in which the grant to the National Bank of the priority of import anil 
sale of silver to the Mint conflicted with the text of our Concession, It does not 
directly violate the letter of our Concession, but violates its spirit, and would endanger 
the ¥ fence of the Bank, Byery express right granted implies that the grantor 
will not fake such obstructive or hostile action that the grantee will be unable to 
enjoy the right which he lias acquired, and for which he has given full consideration, 
‘To concede the right. of priority of selling silver to the Mint to be coined gives a 
preference to the National Rank, which should be a prerogative of the Imperial Bank 
of Persia as the State Bank, ‘ho free and unrestricted coinage of silver is the 

ntial condition for the maintenance, of our Note Concession, ‘Tho first, and 
ative duty of a Bank of Issue is to hold and maintain a sufficient supply of 
ver coin with which to pay its notes, and the only means of replenishing the Bank 
treasury is to import and coin silver. ‘Mo grant, a proferential right to the National 
Bank of importing and coining silver would virtually make that establishment, the 
State Bank, would render the Imperial Bank of Persia dependent for its coin upon 
the National Bank, and thus jeopardize its continued existence, Nor would any 
analogy, such as that of the National Bank of Egypt, which may seom to hold a 
somewhat sim position, be other than ig. for Euypt is a country under 
English control, ving all the monetary and financial fuiliies of Buropean 
eotint ersia the import, the transport, and the coinage of silver aro 


matters of grave difficulty. For years the Russian Government prohibited the carriage 
ial Bank was compelled to bring its 


















































of silver through its territory, ‘and the Tmp 
ilver on mules from Bushire to ‘Cebran, exposed to many dangers and losses. from 
robber tribes. With an unfriendly Government and a National Bank possessing. 
preferential rights our position would he impossible. 

‘This very question was discussed in 1901, whien there wasan attempt by the Russian 
Banque des Pris to obtain control of the Persian Mint and the exclusive right of 
coining silver, ani T would’ respectfully solicit a reference to my. lettor of the 
28rd October, 1901, to the address of your predecessor, in which [ endeavoured to 
answer Lord Lansdowne’s inquiry as to our Concession rights in the matter of the 
minting of silver. As the views of the Board of the Imperial Bank stated in that 
letter were not challenged or denied by the Foreign Office, the Directors believed 
that they had been accepted as reasonable by his Lordship. It may perhaps be 
argued that the case of the Imperial Bank was stronger in 1901 than at present, 
seeing that the Mint Concession was then proposed to be granted to a competing 
Russian Bank. But with greater foree it may be contended that. the present 
violation of right is far less justifiable, as it is not duo to the pressuro of a formidable 
Power, but to the deliberate action of the Government of Persia in lance of its own 
solemn engagements, ‘That Government is precluded from pleading its desire to 
maintain our rights (as is possibly true), and urging that it is the National Assembly 
that insists on infringing them, as this plea would proclaim that it has ceased to 
exercise the functions of a responsible Government. altogether, 

4, The second point on which the Foreign Secretary desired further information 
was whether there was any evidence that the customs of the Gulf posts were promised 
as security for advances to be made by the National Bank, ‘This is naturally a matter 
which would be kept as much in shadow as possible, But it has been asserted more 
than once by our Chief Manager, and he repeats it in a letter of the 28th February, 
Feceived on the 14th instant, a copy of which I inclose, together with an interesting 

fay 81 
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demi-official letter to the London Manager of the same date. ‘The British Legation 
will bo able to state whether lie has been correctly informed; but in any case, if the 
Belgian officials are withdrawn, and the Gulf customs, depleted by the dishonesty and 
corruption of the Persian officials, are paid into the National Rank, the advances of 
the British and Indian Governments and the loans of the Imperial Bank will be in 
undoubted dancer 5 | 

5, The Directors of the Imperial Bank would invite the particular attention of 
His Majesty’s Government to the letter of Sir John Hollams, the legal adviser of the 
Tmporial Bank, dated the 14th March, and hereto attached. ‘This distinguished 
lawyer, indation, is 
entirely in the Concession of the National Bank to 
be manifestly inconsistent with the Concession possessed hy the Imperial Bank. And 
Jon ballon twill bo the less neetsnry to etemnine whether 
Nat 























1 Bank has, in 


of Persia, whieh is 
and, moreover, the Nation: 
is expressly declared in the 












eamble to the Deed of Settlement and in Art 
and 8 of its Concession, L would invite special attention to clause 6: ‘The obj 
this bank as a national institution being the publie weal and good of the State, 
whore “institution” is merely substituted for bank” for tautologieal reasons, and 
the Imperial Bank of i virtually declared to be a N 
6, [apologize for the length of this letter, but the Board 
[vel that it is their imperative duty to place hefore His Mp 
und frankly, though with all die moderation, their « : 
are appohited to advance and safeguard ate threatenod witli grave loss and even 
i, if the Persian Government by its own volition, or on the dewaud and at 
bo permitted tot 
es Which, in kaya 












of the Imperial Bank 


osty's Gover 




























the Tinp 
Me Di 










wotors fully appreciate the critical state of Porsi 
inevitable weukuess of tin impecunions Administration ; and thoy ave content to 
the time and manner of British intervention to the better judiziient of His Majest 
Government, from whom they lave recived in the past so much kindvess 
consileration, and so many assurances that their undoubted rights, contirmest und 
Roynl Charter, will be adéquately defended should’ they he over seriously attacked or 
endangorel. Por this support and for this sire and powerful defence the Directors 
of the Imperial Bank appeal with the utmost confidence to His Majesty's 
Government. 























Thave, &e, 
(igned) ' LEPEL GRIFFIN, Chairman, 








Tuelosure 1 in No, 209. 
Sir J. Hollams (0 Mr, G. Neieell, 


Doar Sir, 30, Mincing Lane, London, March 14, 107. 

1 REDURN the papers you left with ine in’ relation to. the Concession to the 
National Bank. ‘hat Concession is, [ think, manifestly ingousistent with the 
Concession possessed by the Imporial Bank, ‘he litter Concession was for founding 
Stato Bunk, and wis granted in consideration of pecuniary advantages to the 
Persian Gov 

‘The Concession to the National Bank provides that all the revenues of the State 
anv to le paid into the Bank, and all Govertinent expenditure of every kind defrayed 
Uy tho Bank, thus apparently in elfest constituting the National Bank the Bank of 
the Government—in other words, the State Bank. 













Believe me, &e. 
(Signed) “JOHN HOLLAMS. 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 209, 















Imperial Bank of Persia, Tehran, to Imperial Bank of Persia, London, 


Dear Sir, Tehran, February 28, 1907. 

Customs.—The principal incident of the week is the resignation in a body of the 
Belgian Customs officials as a protest against the insults of the National Assombly. 
‘The Government requested that the resignation he withdrawn, but so far the 
officials persist, and seomed inclined to comply with the Grand Vizier’s request only 
on conilition that M. Priem be maintained, which would be the best way of putting 
an end to the present confusion, 

‘The temporary successors of MMM. Naus and Priem do not desire to remain in 
these posts. 

The Belgian Government desires the maintenance of the Belgian staff, and 
particularly urges the claims of M, Priom; but it seems that his stay at Tabreey has 
done him Harm in the eyes of the’ Shah, and he is therefore likely to bi sacrificed, 























































iamed by Belgium and Per i seems to be agreed to, 
Government Foreign Indebledness—At the request of our Mini 
furnished a statement to the Legation, and inclose a copy for your information, 

National Bank.—The Government having cent for the 2,000,000 tomans. 
advance avainst the National Bank Concession, the Syndicate replied by counter 
offers which have been accepted in full, x 

It hus been agreed that the advance shall be 
payment of 500,000 tomans, of which— 





™ we have 





















000,000 tomans, with an actual 













‘Toman, 
ter ses tONoUD 
2) tonooo 
Toumaniants Brothera fn three aid acbal€ monthe + 12 s0%o00. 





ee ast oten very toomven 







Tol oa, 





‘Phe balauee of 2,500,000 tomans to be paid after six months; they may buy up 
peas ipts at a discount and hand them over to the Governinent’at face value, 
his discount reaches as much as 50 per cont, 
Security for Advances: Customs of Persian Gulf—Al rei 
id to the National Bank, which will charge a comn 
transfer charges, 











snues of any nature to he 
sion of 1 per cont. plus 












ebit tolances 


De tatane by gee reitlprsccty 











Hacamplite surrender of the Government appenrs to us Yery ominous, and to cll 

bros action on the part of England and Iussia for security for the 

auvauices as well as thoso of the Banks, eae 

amok Sl ee the advan has boon Reduced to one quarter of the original 

moitnt, Whilst the payments are indefinite, and virtually depend ipo i 

fount was the pay i ly depend upon the goodewill of 
Should the southern customs be paid to the National Bank instead of to us, the 












































‘ir Cecil Spring-Rice 


reimbursement of our advances appears likely to be indefinitely postponed, 
We confirm our telegram of to-day, giving you tho abovo taformation in 





We inclose a copy of the Chi 
on this subject. 








Manager's jrivate letter to 






Yours very faithfully, 
(Signed) "J. RABINO, 
Chief’ Manager. 










P.S.—We haye every reason to helieve that the above statement re the Nati 
Banik is correct, but cannot guarantov it. se 







JR, 
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Inclosure 8 in No. 209. 
Statement respecting Persian Government indebtedness, 


FROM information we have been able to obtain, and which we believe to be 
correct, the indebtedness of the Persian Government is as follows -— 

















: 
ais 
Grae | ee ee es eect 3 

M increased to 1,258,000 tomans, at 60 tomar e Al weed 
Deptig Ayres args tales 27978 


Cannot my 
but presamall 
Td per ee 





feurrent account, say +e 








Jens atm ne 





sion oh he Bah x Valnhd coma deena ier — 
: Imperial Hank of Persia (about) ” a se 25,000 
EA Be cana 








at Ge ee he ee 








‘he Tinperal Banke of orsin loan of 1900 and tho advances in eurenteerount 
ie ot inpia Iokof Pome loan ef 1908-1004 are sere he Caspian Soa 
SaaS Ges CReeat aay Cia tauee tennant aca mee 
a Lan Ts aan sees a ulcib sel te kease late pac oes 
which haye been paid up to date, 




















Inclosure 4 in No. 209. 


Mr. J. Rabino to Sir ©. Spring-Rice. 





i i February 28, 1907, 
ir Cecil Spring-Rivo, ; : 
Dear SHNOLORE a latorient concoraing tho Nettonal Bank, which I belie to be 
correct, but ot guarantee, 
STi! Gay era Nae Ulead’ (No Okeguas ot UA protatacs fy the oak, 
and given them the Coneaion against evasive promise of yayment, whieh in point 
ol “v dopendent upon the good-will of the Bank Syndicate. ‘ 
Te Gaul ete Rubiks Keak aa the English advances and the siaims of 
the two hanks are seriously compromised. Whilst the Concession of the Imperial Me ank 
is troated as so much waste paper, more especially as regards the coinage of silver, 
Which: would ake {impose for w We ooniase oor bussbs 
(Signed) "J. RABINO. 























Inclosure 6 in No. 209. 
Mr. J. Babino to Mr. G. Newell. 


Mr, Newell, Tebran, February 28, 1907. 
pear ri National Bank is impractisablo.on sosiant of the inposiblity of rising 
ey, but the Concession is one of incalculable value. 
Se Coat gt eae cael eaean bay at eeey oeesi te wel a ent 
means of employing it, 
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Tt is not therefore inconceivalle that the two parties will come together, It is 
true that the Concession excludes foreign co-operation, but doubtless this can be got 
over. as the Shah usually gives in to the Assembly. Already it is ackuowledsed vat 
the management must be Europem 

The Foreign Office, in reply to my inquiries, says:— 

The German Road Concession for a suburban railway or road to Shimran 
(Gulaliek, &e.) was withdrawn and cancelled the 15th October, 1900. 

‘The Concession for Teliran, Kasr Shirin, and thy Turkish frontier was granted to 
Germans in October 180, The Gth Article runs as follows :— 















“A year and a-half after date of this Concession the road work must begin, 
otherwise’ this Concession will be of no mare value,” 

Tt would appear, then, that there is no existing German Rond Concession, as we 
know of no work commenced. 

Later—The submission of the Government to the new demands of the promoters 
of the National Bank T look upon as very threatening to us, aud ealling for strong 
protest both as concerns our Concession and our claims. 








Yours very truly, 
J, RABINO, 









ring into a period of combat 
es whole eared port 
TR, 








(9037; No, 210, 





2. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—( Received Murch 19.) 




































(Telegraphic.) P. 


‘Telivan, March 19, 1907, 
SITUATION in Persia 





ho tells mo that 
ible advisors liad al 
was dangerous, 





15 resignation was due to the fact 
ays defeated his moderate counsels, The 


Appointment of a new Grand Vizier has not yet been announced: Ministor of 
ths expressed to mo his belie that the Amin-es-Sultan’s roturn ii nov assured, 
and that he will be made Minister of the Interior, 
1 was told by one of my coll who had 
the Shah, that His Majesty fully realizes 1 
avoided: 


Hilo not think that a crisis is imininent, Tn order to olfect a eoup aétat; th Shab 
would e more troops than he ean at present dispeso of, 

Russian Cossacks, whose arrival Lreported, have come to 
‘guards at Kermanshah and Ispatan, 
n Legation guan here in ‘Tol 
are employed in clerical york. 

Popular excitement over the arrival of the 
vory great, 

Udo not thi danger for Brit 
Cuoperation with Russia is mado by His Majesty's Goverment. British subjects ve 
een informed that no ineasures for their protection will be takei by Liv Majesty's 
Jovernmient. 


I would not recommend immediate increase 
















ist had a long private andience of 
a Fupture with the Assembly anust bo 

















inforco the Russian 
tiventy-five, Tho: 
N consists of about fourteen men, of whom two 






Cossacks has now subsided, but it was 


uk there, 





h subjects. unless w public profession of 














of our guards, 









(9144) No. 211, 





er A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 20.) 
No. 47. 


(Tolegraphic.) _P. St. Petersburgh, March 20, 1907, 
UTOLD M. Isvolsky to-vlay that T hoped shortly to, receive the propose of hu 


Russian Government concerning Afghinistan,and also their observations eg tks British 
‘auiendments to the Persian Convention, 


jai] 














ak 
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His Excolloncy replied that the former question was being studied by others, and 
that their report had not yet been received, but that he hoped shortly to let me have a 
reply on the latter question, I-said that [trusted the Russian proposals in regard to 
Near would prove acceptable to His Majesty's Government. The nature of his 
eply on this point was not reassuring, as his remarks gave me to understand that they 
could not he entertained by us without considerable modifications. But before finally 
‘expressing an opinion we inust await their communication. : 

MM. Iavolsky also said that he would communicate tome a formula which you had 
given to the Russian Ambassador in London, as to some mutual understanding. to be 
omo to in regard to those countries whose frontiers march with ‘Thibet, Persia, and 
Afghanistan. "i 

T shall also doubtless receive by messenger a copy of this formula. 


























{8901} No. 212. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 
(No. 80.) 
Dolegraphic,) P. Foreign Office, March 20, 1907. 


WITT rogard to Ziles-Sultan, it would not be likely that consent of Russian 
Govornmont could be obtained to the insertion of a elauso uch as you suggest in your 
telegram No, 58) in our Agreement. 

You had hotter make no communication to the Zil until we have learnt. the result 
of inquities, which Sir Arthur Nicolson has beon instructed to make, as to what steps 
tho Russian Government would bo prepared to take, should the necessity arise, on the 
Zi's bolilf, and whether an an be obiaiied from them on the subject, 
‘ithor by the Zil himself or by y's Goverament, 




















{8901} No, 213. 
Sir Edivard Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 


) 


Th SMIT to your Exe 
Ministor at Tobran,® sug 
part of tho Russian sphiore of inlluon 
vith rogard to Persia, that instrmnont should in 
Mont thit tho intorests of the ZiLes-Sultan and 
‘of thy support which ie has afforded to Great 

‘Dhis suggestion has beon prompted by the request of the Zil-es-Sultan that the 

y His Majesty's Government should now be renewed, 
that given to the ing by Sir M. 
1898, andl was in the form of a pro ion would 
protoot inv and! his family in rogard to their | 
assured the Zil that the plod Iy given to him liold good. In 1902 the Zil 
faskeil for an official statomont to the same effec, signed by the Marquess of Lansdowne, 
Dut this was not granted, 

Tt is cloar that Iis Majesty's Government are hound to do in their power to 
carry out the repeated assimanées given to the Zil, but it appears to mo undesirable 
that'a cline of the nature indicated: by Sir C. Springéltico should. be insorted in any 
Agrooniont that may be como to a8 a moans oF fullilling those obligations. 

t would, in my opinion, bo preferable to ascertain what stops the Russian Govorn- 
ment would be prepared to. take on behalf of the Zil- of his life 





(No. 116, Confidentin 
Sir, 

















the Russian Go 
uot sulfer on account 





















































subjes 
Tayo ace our Excellency to take some convenieut opportunity 
‘of broaching this que ion with M. Lsvolsky 
Taso itclose copy of a telegram which I have sent £0 pring-Rice in reply 
jieation, informing him of the stops taken in this matter.f 
Tam, &, 
(Signed) "EB. GREY. 














* No. 203. No. 212, 
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[8918] No. 214. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir 4, Nicolson. 
(No. 118) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 20, 1907, 


“I TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith copies of threo telegrams from His 
Majesty's Minister at Tehran,° from which it appears that the strength of the guards 





at the Russian Legation at Tehran and the Ruasian Consulates at Tabreez, Urmia, 
Ispahan, and Kermanshah has been considerably increased, and I have to request you 
to take an opportunity of inquiring of M. Isvolsky what is the signification of these 
reinforcements, 


Tam, &c, 
(Signed), E. GREY. 





[9235] No, 215, 
The Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Oifice—(Received March 21.) 








Bir, 26, Atchurch Lane, London, March 21, 1907. 
T HAVE the honour to forward, for your information, translations of telegrams 
exchanged with our chief office in Tehran in reference to the National Bank 
‘Concession. 
All the parties named in the telegram received from our Chief Manager, with 
possibly two or three exceptions, are largely indebted to the Imperial Bank of Persi 
Thaye, &o. 
(Signed) i, NEWELL, Manager. 

















Tuclosure 1 in No. 215. 


Inperial Bank of Persia to Mr. Rabino. 


(Translation.) 
(Melegray 





Inclosure 2 in No, 215. 







Mr, Rabino to Imperial Bank of Persia, 


Tehran, March 19, 1907. 
ARS really National Assembly; names given ehran ‘Tabrooz” surrats 
Ha ed Ismail Mogazeh ; Majji Mohamed Tatnail Kazvini; Hajji Lutfali ; 
Hajji, Fars); Hajji Bagher; Aminé-Zarh; Moin-i'ujar, Bushire Amin-i-Tojar, 
Kurdistan; Arbab sfemshid Bahinan Parse, Tehran; Toumaniantz Brothers; Hadj 
‘Abdul Rozak, ‘Tehran 

Shareholders only on paper ; 














tal, apparently none, 








Inclosure 3 in No, 215, 


Imperial Bank of Persia to Mr. Rabino. 
(Translation.) 
(Telegraphic) March 20, 1907, 
YOUR ‘telegram of 19th March: telegraph total amount duo to Bank on 
19th March by names given. After informing Legation, call upon all our debtors, 
without exception, who are promoters or supporters National Bank to pay us theit 
debts at once, 














* Now 180, 204, and 210. 



































































(9239) No. 216, 


Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 21.) 
(No. 61.) 
elegraphiec.) P. Tehran, Mareh 21, 1907. 

IMPERIAL and ional Banks. 

Tami informed by the local Manager of the Imperial Bank 
instructions from London to demand from all promoters of the S 
inoney. to the Tmperial Bank an 
exceptions are to be made, 

Sich a stop, 1 would beg to point out, would produce a 
improssion, Te would be regarded as an open declaration of 
movement and the abl Tt would, morec 
inst the Government itself, for the Government owes more to the promot of the 
‘ational Tank than the promoters ove to the Imperial Bank, 

A tnd effect bas been produced here by the published speeches of the London 
Chinirman of the Bank against the introduction into Persia of representative institutions. 



















\ost unfortunate 
inst the popular 
r, be in reality directed: principally 




























[9240] N 


Sir ©. Spriny-Rice to Sir Bdicard Grey.—(Received March 21.) 





(No. 62.) 
[Tologeaphicn) Pe Pehran, March 21, 1907. 
PERSIAN Government will be unable to pay the annuity of the advance’ of 
,000/, which falls due in April, 1 propose to address a formal note of protest to th 
Porsian Govornmont, but, under the present circumstances, Ewould recommend tat, if 
ii he possible, leuioney be shown in 

















(9241) No. 218, 


Sin C. Spring-Itice (o Sir Bilward Grey.—(Received March 21.) 
(No, 63) 
(Voleuraphiv.) Ps Tehran, March 21, 1907. 
“MHIE; report of the land ft published by the 
“Daily Mail” ‘ting might be given to the editor that ho should 
in publi ans of lis Tohran eorruspoudent, who is inspired, b 
Revs i iy muder financial obligations {0 the Russian Bank, 
po that Lc 



















sxorvise no iufluence, 








(8883) No, 210. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Sp 





ng-Rice, 

(No, $2.) 

(Pelographien) D. Foreign Ofice, March 22 
TRIIGATION of the f 
Thave received your tel 
Yon should endeavour to find out from Sheikh. of Mohamerah’ 

ela ns been, put forwanl by Sh 

si 





WT 









gent whether any 
kh that Porsian Governmont should grant him a 
ch he the ease, please suggest to y 
jews and reconize his position; and you shoul 
nb srould swish, to know the details of thesclieme, if an International 
granted & concession, and that an attitude of neutrality 
would be adopted by us, if no valid objection were raised by the Sheikh or by us to 
the details. 
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[8954] No. 220. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice. 

(No. 33) 

(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, March 22, 1907. 

NATIONAL Bank of Persia, 

T have received your despatch No. 37 of the 24th February. 

Tmperial Bank of Persia have written to us protesting against clause in Charter of 
National Bank, which grants to it priority of import and sale of silve 

‘The legitimate interests of the Imperial Bank would be most injuriouely affected 
by this clause, but we do not consider that it directly violates the concession of the 
Tmnperial Bank, who admit this (see also Persia Print, Part VII, p. 52, containing. their 
letter of the 23rd October, 1901). 

‘Do you consider that at the present juncturo it would be advisable to make repre- 
sentations of a friendly nature to the Persian Government, pointing out that their 
reform policy, if it entails unfair treatment of European capital which has been 
invested in the country, will run the danger of alienating sympathy from itself? 

‘You may make sich’a communication, if you agreo, to the Government, and also 
have the popular leaders informed in the same sonse. 











19240) No. 221, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 22, 1907. 

WITH reference to your Ieter of tho 28th June, 1908 relativo to tho advano of 
200,001, to the Persian Government, Iam directod by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to 
transinit to you herewith deoypher of a telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tohran,® 
stating that that Government will bo unable to pay the sum due on this account at the 
beginning of April, and proposing to protest formally. 

Sir G. Spring-Rico, nevertheless, recommends a lenient policy in present. circum 
stances. 

Tam to stato that Sir B. Grey proposes, with the concurrence of Mr, Secretary 
Morley, to authorize Sir , Spring-Rtice to act as suggested, 








Tam, &, 
(Signed) B, GORSY. 
{9239} No, 222, 
Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia, 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 22, 1907. 


TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of yesterday's date, inforining him that you have instructed the Manager of the 
Imperial Bank of Persia at Tehran to call upon all the debtors of the Bauk who aro 
promoters or supporters of the new National Bank to pay their debts at onco. 

Sir E. Grey, while in no way dosiring to intorfero with tho measuros which the 
Bank of Persin consider necessary for the protection of its interests, thinks it only right. 
to state that he is informed from Tehran that this step will probably be regarded in 
Persia as directed against the Assembly and the popular party, and may therefore 
arouse a feeling of hostility towards the Bank. Ho also learns that the Persian 





Government are indebted to the promoters of the National Bank for a larger sum than 
that owed by the latter to the Imperial Bank, so that the action which the Board has 
taken may possibly cause embarrassment to the Persian Treasury, and theroby indispaso 
the Government of that country to give favourable cousideration to any representations 
on behalf of the Iinperial Bank. 


Tam, ée. 





* No 217. 
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[9522] No. 223. 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office—(Received Morch 23.) 





Sir, 25, Abchurch Lane, London, March 23, 1907. 
THAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of and to thank you for your 
letter of yesterday's date, _ 
"The following tlegram Ins been dispatehed to-day to the Chief Manager of the 
bank in ‘Teliran : 


“ Our telegram of yesterday 5 











jofer action for the presen 
Thave, 
(Signed) G, NEWELL, Manager. 





® 
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[9769] 





227. 
50) Sir 4. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 25.) 
(Telegraphic) P, 
TNcR ASE of Cossack guards. 
‘With reference to your despatch No. 118 of the 20th instant, I am informed 
by M, Isvolsky that the increase of Cossack guards was a measure taken to reassure 
Consuls from whom appeals had been received, His Excellency had not considered 
the matter worthy of mention, as it seemed to him unimportant, and the reinforcements 


were so small. He added that the stop had absolutely no political significance, 
(Repeated to Tehran.) i a 


St, Petersburgh, March 25, 1907. 














(9534) No. 224. 
Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 23.) 

(No. G4) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, March 23, 1907, 


TMURRIAL Bank of Persia and National Bank: Your telygram 
folegram No. Gl, 
"Phe London Board of the Impe 
to insist that all pe 
at once settle thei 
tho Nati i 
‘ho Manager asks mo to assist him in putting these orders into off 
Bofore taking any action in the mattor I await a reply to my t 
referred to, 


No. 33 and my 








Bank have telegraphed to their Manager here 
‘ons connected with the promotion of the National Bank must 
accounts with the Imperial Bank or break off all connection 














»gram above 





(9522) No. 225, 









Sir Edward Grey to Sir ©, Spriny-tice, 
0, 3. 
le Foreign Office, March 23, 1907 
ON receipt of your telegram No, G1, we vent a letter 





Bank, who state that instructions hi consequence been sent t 
their Muninger to defer for the present contemplated action respecting National Ban 





[9768] No. 226, 








Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Mureh 25.) 
No. 
{Ralvenighie) Ps St, Peersbich, March 2 

MINISTER for Foreign Affairs communicated to me to-day'a Men 
to tho measures which the Russian Government proposed to take shoul the situation 
in Torsin absolutely necessitate them. Tn order to secure the resilir ser 
Russian loans, they would propose to occupy ly certain Porsi ; 
Astara, sulfa, Enizeli, Meshed-esir, and Bunder-gez, and troops will be held in 
for the purpose. 

A view fo establishing a complet 

like to know what measnres His Majesty's G 
side, 


49.) 




























cord, the Russian Government would 
nient would propose to take on their 








In answer to request for my opinion, I said that the proposed measures seemed 
practical for the purpose, and Ubelieved that we should limit ourselves to protecting 
the soutliorn ports: But L would prefer to await your views before pronouncing myself 
T told him Sir C, Spring-Rice was strongly in favour of abstoution for as lou as 
possible, and that he eprecated hialf-meastres as more likely to do barm than good. 
M, Iavolsky suid Russian Government adhered to policy of non-intery 
that proposed measures would only be undertaken if the case urgently den 
them, 






























(9758) No, 228, 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice lo Sir Bilward Grey.—(Received March 25.) 
(No, 65.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

PERSIAN National Bank: Your telegram No. 33. 

Twill see what can be done, It is possible that Persian Government, may be 
induced to modify the terms of the Concession, but I doubt. it, Howover, they have 
already modified the clause relating to the southern customs in the Ioan eoutract (seo 
my telegram No, 40), 

If the Persian Government refuse to modify, T would recommend that no lenioney 
should be sliown with regard to the payment on our own loan. (See my telegram 
No. 62 to Forcign Office,) 


‘Tehran, March 25, 1907. 








(8608) No. 229, 
Foreign Office to India Office, 


Foreign Office, March 25, 1907. 
rected by Secretary Sir Baward Grey to nemeniv tn you herewith eoiet 
ch from His Majesty's Ambassador at St. Potorsburgh,® submitting a teat 
of a note, to be annexed to the Anglo-Russian Convention with rogard to Persia, for 
ffecting the transfer of the Meshed-Tehran telegraph line to Russian control, aud thee 
of tho Moshed-Seistan line to British control. 

















If Mr, Seeretary Morley approves tho toxt of thia draft, Sir E, Grey proposes to 
authorize Sir A. Nicolson t0 communicato itto tho Russian Ministor for Foreign Alling 
as suggested in his Excellency’s despatch, : 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) B. GoRsi, 








(9797) No, 230, 


Sir 1. Drummond- Wolf to Foreign Office. —(Recewed March 26,) 


My dear Mr. Mallet, 


Rel Ae 28, Cadogan Place, SW, March 23, 1907, 


copy of a letter from the Atabeg-i-Azam and extra 
lower of M. Kitabji, who, as his father before, is the confidant at th Aulog 
If you will submit these to Sir E, Grey I shall consider my mission coneluded, unless 
it should be wished that should send any message, % 

Yours very truly, 
(Gigned) Hf, DRUMMOND.WorRE 


| 
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Tnclosure 1 in No. 230. 


The Alabeg-i-Azam to Sir H. Drummond-Wolf, 





} Chére Excellence et Ami, 
| 





Lausanne, le 21 Mars, 1907. 





oa pri patie en hoa a esol Karnoeionns hay Wolff et de me 
Bx 


croire, chiro: 


[Non signée). 





Tnelosure 2 in No, 230, 
Extracts from Letter of M. Kitabji. 
Ch 


| do Sa M 
in entre 


ENDANT, 
oath, ollo a déeidé en 
n privé sur «los qu 















tious qui intdressent Angleterre, e 





| courrier, 
Je com 
promidre 








los deux. principales questions que Son Altesse 





afl 
ai le 5 
réformes on litt avat 





ouivernement Britinnique serait disposé i aider In Porse a 
it do fonds en son nom personnel—clest-i-li 





| Altesso. , 
nant & Ja quostion du di 








faire informer, 
Tl oat Hien entendu que © 
dans do but de parer aux premio 


tun autre de plus grande importan 











ce matin Son Altesse ayant regu une dépéche ouverte et oficelle 
principe son retour. Depuis nous avons eu ensemble 

Son Altesse m’a 

| chargé do rédiger la lettre a votre Excellence qu'elle « di recovoir par ce méme 


it avancer, La 

genre d'Accord qui vient d's ta 
pour ello de savoir: quel est lo. genro WAccord qui vient d'étre cond 
| utes PAngletero ot la Teussio concornant ta Detse, ceci dans to. bat dgir dans 

res futuios dans le sensido cot Accord. La seconde est qu’ello voudrait savoir 

i A dtablir cortaines 

que Pemprunt, 

| quoique saarantio par lo Gouvernement Persan, serait avaneé et conclu au nom de Son 





prank le bait pried proportions, fant 
qutello soit réjgléo Londres mete ot rester eecréte. Au eas méme oh votre Excellence 
Cae eek ‘Atego devrait pas en parler Borin, qieello veuile biok ie 


lit emprunt, ne sera pas de grande importance, mais 
os néconsités ot ulin aussi de préparcr le terrain pour 








! (9878) No. 231, 
Sir C. Spriny-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 26.) 
No, 66.) ais 
i (iSieantptio) a ‘Tehran, March 


SITUATION in Po 
His Majesty's Consult 






rail at Meahied tolographs a follows :— 





svomvan, has hoon murdered and burned by: 









Meshed.” 





1907. 


* Russian Armenian at Sabzewar, accused of outraging a Mahommedan 


‘A. Scoretary of the Russian Cousulate-Ceneral starts to-day for Sabzewar from 




















[8658] 





Forcign Office to Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Compr», 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 26, 1907. 
WITH further reference to your letter of the 29th Gotober, 1900, on the subject 

of the navigation of the Karan River, I am directed hy Secretary ‘Sir B, Groy to 
inform you that he has received a despatch from His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran, 
Feporting that he has instructed His. Majesty's Consular officars at. Ahwaz and 
Mohammerah to use their best endeavours to secure perfectly even treatment for your 
Company's steamers aud for that of the Muin-ct-Tujjar from the Sheikh of Moliainnaerah 
and from the Pers ind that he his forwarded a copy of your lottor to 
Mr. ms 

Sir C. Spring-Rice further states that. ho instructed Abbas Kuli Khan to inform 
the Muin of the substance of your letter, and forwards copy of @ Memorandum 
“ontaining the rejoinder of the latter to:the complaints of your Company. 

A copy of this paper is inclosed herewith.? 

Sir C. Spring-Rice considers 
































possible that, in the past, the Muin may lave 
thought dhat some kind of amalgamation of his interests with those of you Company 
woul! bo advantageous, bit that he may now be inclined to try to oust the Company 
from the region of the Karun, relying for this purposo on his intimacy with persons ot 
importance, and on the hostility to foreignors manifested by the Assembly, in’ which ho 
still has considerable influence, 

Sir ©. Spring-Rice therefore fears that itis unlikely that any really useful arrange 
ment can be arrived at between your Company and the Muin, 


Promixes, however, carciully to watch the developments of the lattor's activity, 
and to’keop this Office informed on the subject, 















Tam, &e. 
(Signed) B, GORST, 





(9985) 





Inia Office to Foreign Office (Received March 27.) 


India Office, March 26, 1907, 
TAM directed by the Socretary of State for India in Council to acknovlodeo 
ir E, Gorst’s letter of the 14th ultimo, transmitting a letter from the Louis 
Commissioners of His Majesty's ‘Treasury regarding Consular expenditure in Pe L 

In reply, Lam to say that the eorréspondence is being forwarded to the Coverne 
ment of Tutia for report on the political aud administrative questions raised li. the 
Lords Commissioners. In the meantime 1 am to suggest, for the consideration of the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and the Lords Commi 



















i i jouers of the Treasury, 
‘that an Inter-Departmental Committes should be appointed to consider tho best method 
of adjusting in futuro years tho claims between the Linporial and Indian Governments 


in respect of the establishments in Persia and ‘Turkish Arabia, 


whether by the payment 
of a fixed sum to be agreed to for a term of years or otherwise, 





Tam, &, 
(Signed) "A, GODLY, 





(9768) No, 234, 





Foreign Office to Admiralty, 
(Secret) 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 27, 1907, 


stant, forwarding copy. of a. teloggrain 
mider-in-chief, Rast Indies, relative to tho situation in Persia, 

Sir Edward Grey to transinit to you herewith copy of 
esty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, stating thy ueasures 
i Governinent propose to take in the event of disturbances arising. in 


WITH reference to your letter 
addressed to the Con 
Tam directed 





of the Oth 























* Soe Inclosure ia No, 17. 


f No. #36. 
nq} 


3M 























i military 
that the Russian Government intend to proceed to the mil 
decupition of certain Persian enstomlioses, in order to secure the regular service of 
the hissinn loans, and tha they aro desirous of learning: what measures His Majes 
Government, on their part, propose to take in order that a complete accord ma 
plished between the two Governme 4 eer 

ir f, Grey would secordingly be glad to learn what steps are being ta 

aoe are we i contemplated a a result of the inquiry addressed by the 




























prepare for the eventuality oe Seenranat 
ords Commissioners of the Adiniralty to Vieo-Admiral Sir E, Vos. 
eo eae att that Sir. Grey has addressed s telegram to Sir A, Nicolson, 





ninent on this point has 





informing his Exe that his reply to the Russian Go 
the approval of His Majesty’s Government. 





Tam, &. 
(Signed) E. GORST, 





(10135) No. 235. 
Sir CG, Spring-Rtive to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 28.) 


No. 70.) 


el ‘Tehran, March 28, 1907. 
il 






Is Jo, 32, 
ation scheme: Your telegram No, 32. 4 
hy Sheikh’s Agent that the She so far made no de 

Hae ce Sach tropenals; Wit nae, will bo: sabultad 


Jo public, liey do not iutend to ask: for foreign 






National Assembly: and : 


eapitil, 
aay havo informed my Dateh colleague. 








(8954) No. 
Foreign Office to Imperial Bunk of Persia. 







Smaart 
of tha TSG ih intl i of the 
otter of the TSth instant, relative to the injury intlieted he 
Weer oT Thief Pam by the tonne of do churtesof the 20% 3 an and 
specially by the clause granting to that institution priority in the import and sale o| 
silver in Pot 

Tam to 


of your 















si ey addressed 
roply, that on the 22nt Instant Sir B, Grey aildeessed 
Mie Minter at ‘Cehran informing lim of the protest loilzed by 
suthorizinus hin shoul he consider it expedient at the present nctire to 
representations to the Persian Goverament as to the dangor of aliouating 









Ayinpathy,svith a polieysof roform if it is accompanied by unfair treatment of Europ 
‘capital jet 10 tio’ cOUnREY, 






mununication of the 





Sir Cy Spring tice bas further boom authorized to ve 


amo kind to the loaders af the popnlir moyetnent in Persit, 








mi, Ke, 





I 
(Signed) GORST. 











No, 2 


f10295) 
M. tan Roijen to Sir Bilward Grey. —(Reeewedt March 30.) 


¢ Baron, Légation Nérrlandaise, Londres, le 28 Mars, 1007. 
Here AT a inn au entretioay oo Ta Minis des Payette a ot: Vevantage 

iF votre Excellence par rappor la * Conc ion Abwaz” on Perse, 
CN aT ea es non Gouvernement vient de recevoir la 


ite de son Ministre aT 




















wo teldigaphique suivs at 

“ Ministre’ Plénipotoutiaire Anglais a rogu instruction de ildelarer qué gon. 
wor an qe as plus Riek eeton ‘A obtonir Concession Ahwaz barrage par Syn 
Sri” 

















Mon Gouvernement m’ayant chargé de prier votre Exeellence de bien vouloir me 
confirmer la teneur de la dite dépéche, je me permets de recourir dans eo but 
Vobligeance usuelle de votre Excellence. 

En Ini présentant mes remerciments anticipés pour la suite qu'elle voudra bien 
‘donner & ma demande, je la prie, &. 





(Signé) J.T, vay ROWEN, 





f1olss) No. 238. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office—(Ieceived March 30.) 
(Confidential) 
Sir, Admiralty, March 28, 1907. 
WITH reference to your letters of the Gth and the 27th instant, relative to 
the situation in Persia, I am commanded by: my Lords Cominissioners of the 
Admiralty to acquaint you, for the information of the Secretary, of State for Foreign 
Affairs, that Vice-Admiral Sir Edmund 8, Pos reported, bofore giving up the command 
of the East Indies Station, that the ports where His Majesty's ships would be required 
re Bushire, Bunder Abbas, Jask, with one visit. to Linga, Henjam, the Jask ship 
viiting Chaar if uecosarys, dep drought ves cantot proach Gal.” 
As regards the ships availablo, Lam to state that the “Hyacinth,” “Highllyen,” 
ino,” and “Redbreast” are immediately available, that the Sphinx” and 
re ready to leave Bombay om the Sth April, and that the “ Persous” could 
‘drawn from Aden if required. 








© Prosoy 








Tam, &e, 
nod) C. 1 THOMAS, 





(Sig 





(9797) No, 239. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir K, Goschen, 









Foreign Office, March 3), 1907. 

to your Excellency herewith copy of a letter addressed to 

Hoary Draminond-Wolf,® forwarding eopy of a lotter recoived by 

niin-es-Sultan, AabegsieAzam, who has lately. boc reappointed Grant 
1 from a communication from M, Paul Kitabj 

Tong enjos of the Atabox 

your vill obser from this correspondence 



















Atabog: intends: to 
forthe purpose of qhestioninys Yon. tothe 
it respecting Porsia, and’ of inquiring, 
sornnuignt ary willing to advaneo to his Highnoss porsotlly a 
of mones tle introduction of cortain reforms in that country, and to 
pave the w important loan, 
Sliould his Highness, in te course of conversation with your Excellency, appronch 
the suljoct of the Anglo-Russian Avroement, he should he informed that a discussion 
isin progress betwoon Mis Majesty's and the Iussian Goserniuonts concerning tolographs, 
Tous, anil other matters; and tit such a discussion is inevitable in order to. prevent 
iliffereuces frum arising botween tho two Governments, ‘The discussion, however, is 
not one which could result in any projustive to the independonceund intogtity of Persia, 
anid luis not yet led toa defini auent. 
eto the Persian Minister at this Court on the 
por last, in roply: to questions on the subject which he put to tue by instruction 
from his Goverment. 
Ta mph Tespocting in 
wx that Tis Majesty's Governni 
tio the co-operation of 
Goverainen 










































xy slionld. inform the 
assistance to his Mivzines 
c miment and the assent of the Porsian 
d National Assembly. You should explain to him at the san 


ee, YORE 









* Nos Bae 
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that, so long as the Persian Government are able to maintain in security the lives and 
property of British and other foreign subjects in Persia, and observe the concessions 
and obligations which they have undertaken, His Majesty's Government have no desire 
or intention to intervene in the internal affairs of that country. 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) B, GREY. 


P.S.—I request that your Excellency will communicate to your Russian colleague 
the substance of any conversation which may take place between you and the Atabeg. 


E.G. 





